
 

 

2018 Out There Summit – Event Summary 

Western Sydney’s Out There Summit, held earlier this month in the heart of Parramatta, brought together 

regional influencers across community, business and government to explore and debate the big issues of 

Greater Western Sydney. 

Minister for Education the Hon. Rob Stokes MP delivered the summit’s opening address, establishing the 

themes for the day and highlighting the NSW Government’s once-in-a-generation investment in schools, which 

includes the establishment of School Infrastructure NSW to oversee a capital budget in excess of $4 billion 

with $220 million worth of projects to be delivered in Western Sydney this year. The Minister pointed to the 

recent trend toward public school enrolments as a key motivating factor for the current wave of investment in 

our schools, which needs to be marked by excellence and longevity in design and functionality. The importance 

of needs-based and flexible school funding to help students reach their educational potential was emphasised, 

and Stokes reiterated his commitment to delivering this for NSW. Watch the Minister’s address here. 

    

 

In his vote of thanks, Western Sydney Leadership Dialogue Chairman, Christopher Brown AM announced the 

Dialogue’s new $10,000 Western Sydney Regional scholarship program and paid tribute to the great educators 

of Western Sydney, including Stacey Quince (Campbelltown Performing Arts High), Peter Gurrier-Jones (The 

Hills School in Northmead), Dr Linda O’Brien AM (Granville Boys High), David Lovell (Padstow Horticulture - 

TAFE NSW); John Spradbrow (Holy Family Primary School, Emerton) and Professor James Arvanitakis 

(Western Sydney University). 

The first panel session of the day, moderated by Dr Tim Williams, focused on building schools & skills to meet 

demand. Panellists Jon Black (TAFE NSW), Anthony Manning (School Infrastructure NSW), Dr Linda O’Brien 

AM (Granville Boys High) and Professor Lisa Jackson-Pulver (Western Sydney University) discussed the 

challenges of predicting growth and building schools accordingly and the integration of vocational training to 

mainstream education. It was proposed that the growth in Indigenous and culturally diverse enrolments in 

Western Sydney schools requires a different approach to ensure the learning environment and teaching staff 

are shaped by students, promoting a greater sense of belonging and ownership of educational pathways for 

these students. Watch the panel here. 

 

   

https://vimeo.com/269580858
https://vimeo.com/269566433


 

 

This was followed by an address from Christopher Brown, Western Sydney: what’s our vote worth?, an 

examination of the major issues and trends confronting the West across education, health, jobs, tourism, 

housing, transport and governance. With federal and state elections looming in the next 12 months, Mr Brown 

outlined an extensive manifesto for the region, while also acknowledging it will be competing hard with the 

bush for funding promises from the major parties in their respective campaigns. A recording of Christopher’s 

presentation can be found here. 

The second panel of the day, moderated by Theo Psychogios (Deloitte), looked at the rise of the innovation 

precinct: will our new hospitals make for healthy cities? Lindy Deitz (City of Campbelltown), Cameron Fuller 

(NAB Health), Sarah Hill (Greater Sydney Commission), Amanda Larkin (South Western Sydney Local Health 

District) and Danny O’Connor (Western Sydney Local Health District) discussed the role of Western Sydney’s 

Health and Education clusters in driving employment growth in Western Sydney’s major centres and 

collaboration between industry and government. Panellists stressed the importance of ensuring that the great 

legacy of this generation’s investment in health must be in the health of the community itself, not the 

hospitals we are building. All agreed that data must play a greater role in developing targeted policy to address 

population health issues. The panel can be viewed here. 

    

This was followed by a discussion between Dr Bryan Brown AM (Actor and Producer) and Sara Mansour 

(Bankstown Poetry Slam), moderated by Bilal Hafda (Sydney Story Factory). The session, Bankstown 

generations: the evolution of the region, explored the changing nature of the Bankstown area over recent 

decades, with the growth in its population and cultural diversity not changing the sense of community in its 

neighbourhoods. Brown noted the profound change in Bankstown’s vibrancy and creativity he has seen, which 

has allowed initiatives such as the Bankstown Poetry Slam to provide outlets for expression for young people 

who once had to travel east for their fix of art and culture. This session can be viewed here. 

After the morning break, NSW Opposition Leader, Luke Foley MP outlined his team’s plan for the 2019 State 

Election in an interview with Chris O’Keefe (Nine News). Mr Foley reiterated his commitment to air-

conditioning Western Sydney schools and his pledge to prioritise key infrastructure for the region over stadium 

upgrades and projects such as the Northern Beaches Link and F6 motorways. Asked about his views on the 

population issue, Mr Foley called for NSW to get a share of Commonwealth funding to match its proportion of 

migration-driven population growth to fund critical infrastructure, and argued the offering of the previous 

night’s federal budget was not good enough. He also confirmed his preference for a no-fly zone over 

residential areas for Western Sydney Airport. The interview can be watched here. 

   

https://vimeo.com/270018661
https://vimeo.com/270021743
https://vimeo.com/271379180
https://vimeo.com/270028648


 

 

This was followed by the keynote Lachlan Macquarie Lecture, delivered by Professor Peter Shergold AC 

(Western Sydney University and Dialogue Patron). He argued that Western Sydney is a region in “three D”, 

with its difference, disadvantage and dynamism shaping both its sense of self, and the identity projected onto 

it from outside. Presenting a compelling case based on hard data and lived experience, Shergold painted a 

picture of a region renowned for shaking-off unfair characterisations and one which is incredibly well-placed to 

prosper in the coming years and decades. Sydney’s “tale of two cities”, he contended, was losing its 

persuasiveness, with the region’s resilience to the affects of industrial transformation and its appetite for 

tertiary education setting it up as a future-focused economic powerhouse. Professor Shergold’s oration can be 

viewed here. 

Break-out sessions examined the issues of Reputation, Identity & Community Leadership and Economy & the 

Environment. In the former, moderator Adam Leto (Western Sydney Leadership Dialogue) asked panellists 

Mayor Chagai (Savannah Pride), Dr Catherine Keenan (Sydney Story Factory), Michael Dagostino 

(Campbelltown Arts Centre) and Blake Tatafu (Aboriginal Centre for Excellence) how they approach their 

respective roles to inspire at-risk or marginalised people in the community.  The group discussed the primacy 

of education in building self-esteem and the value in community initiatives to help keep young people engaged 

in their education. See the Inspiring Greater Western Sydney panel session here. 

     

Following was a session designed to unpack some of the reputational issues facing the region, moderated by 

Professor James Arvanitakis (Western Sydney University). Deng Adut (AC Law Group), Mark Geyer OAM 

(Triple M Sydney) and Amna Karra-Hassan (Auburn Giants Australian Football Club) discussed postcode 

discrimination and the inaccurate, unfair stereotypes cast on the region from outsiders who have often never 

been here. The reality, they believe is a harmonious and supportive region where belief in the “fair go” is a key 

driving force of its identity and destiny. See the panel session, Into the West: A breeding-ground for love or 

hate? here (@ 00:29:35 minutes). 

In the Economy & Environment break-out room, the first panel, moderated by Danny Rezek (Deloitte), looked 

at emerging industries driving growth in the region. Bevan Paul (Parramatta Leagues Club), Connie Sokaris 

(NAB) and John Vassallo (Celestino & Sydney Science Park) discussed the need for a different approach to the 

business park as a hub of employment so that modern iterations are innovative and consistent with the 30-

minute city aspiration. The commercialisation of research was identified as a key area for improvement for 

Australia, and Western Sydney was poised to lead in this space.  See the Making ‘cents’ of the Western Sydney 

economy panel session here. 

   

 

https://vimeo.com/269582516
https://vimeo.com/271410339#at=0
https://vimeo.com/271410339#at=0
https://vimeo.com/271412482#at=6


 

 

    

This was followed by a panel discussion on water and sustainability, moderated by Rod Simpson (Greater 

Sydney Commission). Panellists Sarah Clift (Parramatta River Catchment Group), Fiona Morrison (Office of 

Open Space & Parklands) and Paul Plowman (Sydney Water) talked about the challenges of collaborating on 

environmental issues across an often-fragmented landscape of government, community and private sector 

interests. Shifts towards a planning focus on ‘place’ are helping to break down silos and leading to innovative 

thinking on land use that will help make industry more sustainable and water-efficient. See the Planning for a 

cooler and greener Western Sydney panel session here (@ 00:34:00 minutes). 

Following the lunch break was the third annual Western Sydney Leadership Awards presentation.  

This year’s recipients were (To view the presentations, click here): 

• Excellence in Education: Marija Yelavich (Western Sydney University) 

• Community Engagement: Mayor Chagai (Savannah Pride) 

• Regional Advocacy: Mark Geyer OAM (Triple M) 

• Productive Partnerships:  

Professor Annemarie Hennessy (Western Sydney University) 

Amanda Larkin (South Western Sydney Local Health District) 

Associate Professor Kieran Scott (Ingham Institute) 

   

Attendees were treated to a rousing opera performance from Lorenzo Rositano, Tenor & Artistic Director, 

Western Sydney Opera before the presentation of the third Pemulwuy Prize to worthy recipient, Mayor 

Chagai, Founder of Savannah Pride. In perhaps the highlight of the day, Mayor dedicated the award to the 

countless people who helped him on his long journey from the war in South Sudan, through refugee camps in 

Ethiopia and eventually to Australia. He explained that his phenominal, community-based basketball academy 

was established purely out of a motivation to give back to the community and country that took him in, and he 

vowed to continue this. View the presentation of the 2018 Pemulwuy Prize here. 

    

https://vimeo.com/271412482#at=6
https://vimeo.com/272653924
https://vimeo.com/272656031


 

 

 

    

 

In one of the day’s drawcard sessions, the regional population conundrum, David Borger (Sydney Business 

Chamber) and Dick Smith AC (Entrepreneur, Aviator & Population Provocateur) debated the hot-button issue 

of population growth along with moderator Dr Andy Marks (Western Sydney University). In a very respectful 

discussion of the issue, Smith and Borger largely agreed to disagree with timely interjections from Dr Marks. 

They discussed intergenerational fairness, Australia’s global obligations and the notion of perpetual growth, 

whether it is a good thing or indeed even possible to sustain. Borger pointed to the recent changes in 

Parramatta as evidence of the benefits of growth, while Smith posited that the ideal of the Aussie backyard is 

fading, and growth is at least partly to blame, with an entire generation all but locked out of Sydney’s housing 

market. You can revisit the debate by clicking here. 

Closing out the day was Hon. Stuart Ayres MP (Minister for Western Sydney, Minister for WestConnex, 

Minister for Sport), interviewed on stage by Miranda Wood (The Sunday Telegraph). Ayres outlined where the 

Government’s focus will be leading into its campaign for re-election in 2019, with a view to “what’s next” for 

Western Sydney. He expressed a desire to take the incredible progress of Parramatta in recent years and use it 

as a template for the development of the region’s other major centres. The current experience of Sydney 

being “under construction”, he explained, was a product of having to play catch up on infrastructure, however 

the benefits of major projects were set to be realised substantially from 2019 onwards. 

 

   

 

The Minister explained that he took pride in the Government’s and his own willingness to engage in tough 

conversations with the electorate on issues such as corridor preservation, the region’s jobs deficit and the 

catalytic projects that are going to shape its future. If successful in the 2019 election, Ayres would be looking 

forward to progressing North South Rail, Sydney Metro West and enjoying watching sport in Sydney’s new 

stadia. The interview may be viewed here. 

To see a snapshot of the event, view our event show-reel here. 

https://vimeo.com/269750958
https://vimeo.com/270024471
https://vimeo.com/272653032


 

 

The Western Sydney Leadership Dialogue and its Patrons would like to thank the following event sponsors for 

helping to make Out There 2018 possible. We would especially like to acknowledge the support of the NSW 

Government and our major event partner, School Infrastructure NSW. 

We look forward to seeing you at our next major event, BOOMTOWN! Infrastructure and Property Summit to 

be held on 9 November - more details to follow. Last year’s BOOMTOWN Summit video can be viewed here.

 

 

https://vimeo.com/246213108
http://schoolinfrastructure.nsw.gov.au

