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Director’s Foreword

If I had a dollar for every time I’ve heard the unflattering 
phrase ‘latte-sipping, inner city elites’ I’d never have to pay 
for my own flat white again. The truth is this metaphorical 
expression of Sydney’s geographical and social divide 
was always a bit off-target: if anything it’s the baristas of 
Greater Western Sydney (GWS) who’ve been brewing 
this town’s finest coffee since at least 1916, when Greek 
immigrant Theo Simos opened the famous Paragon Café 
in Katoomba (sadly, closed for now). That said, statistics 
still make it hard to dismiss completely the so-called Latte 
Line, delineating disparate average outcomes for Sydney 
‘s ‘west’ compared with ‘the rest’.  So with this latest 
data snapshot across a range of metrics, we revisit a café 
conversation that’s been percolating for a while now.

As with previous installments in our Discussion Paper 
series, our aim is to invite a conversation rather than draw 
conclusions and issue proclamations. Have comparative 
outcomes changed in GWS, after years of investment, 
and growing regional self-confidence? What systemic 
disadvantage remains? How insurmountable a divide does 
this Latte Line represent? Is there one at all? Or is it mostly 
idle café chatter?  Like everyone with a stake in the region’s 
exhilarating future we’ve moved beyond pessimism and 
finger pointing - much less victimhood. The people of GWS 
know that out here is where Sydney’s exciting future will 
unfold: economically, socially, creatively.  But also: that 
there’s still a lot of policy work to be done to get there.  

I hope the snapshot we present here stimulates a lively 
office chat about that work over a morning brew – 
whichever side of the Latte Line you happen to live and 
work on, and whatever your particular coffee preference 
may be. 

Adam Leto
Executive Director, 
Western Sydney Leadership Dialogue
adam@westernsydney.org.au
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Differences across Greater Sydney - where do we draw the ‘latte 
line?’ 
How long is a piece of string? More precisely, between which points do you string it? To define our Latte Line  we 
combined various administrative, cultural and anecdotal notions of where ‘Sydney’ becomes ‘Western Sydney’, gleaned 
from a decade of stakeholder interaction in both GWS and Greater Sydney. We then harvested statistical data from a 
variety of extant methodologies and sample areas, in key parameters across Health, Economics, Education, Social 
and Political fields. This allowed a detailed comparative analysis across the Line, a granular process that reinforced the 
methodological legitimacy of our anecdotal start-point. Our version of Sydney’s ‘Latte Line’ runs from Kingsford Smith 
Airport, through Greater Parramatta-Olympic Park precinct, to the north of Richmond.

Mapping the ‘latte line’
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Health

Some difference in health outcomes across the Line are unsurprising. You’d expect the beach suburbs 
of Sydney to skew the skin cancer rate higher to its East. Finer-grain data West of the Line,  such as 
four times more smokers among pregnant women and a 30% higher rate of admission to hospital for 
preventable diseases, hints at potential common factors worth debate, like relative levels of health 
literacy and CALD-friendly service provision.  

Smoking during pregnancy 

Source | PHIDU, Torrens University 2019, 2012-14, average of SA2 areas

Residents on the west side of the line have a much 
higher average percentage of smoking during 
pregnancy than the eastern side 

West East

8.4%

2.5%

Adults who experienced a barrier 
to accessing healthcare with cost 

as the main reason 

Source | PHIDU, Torrens University 2019, 2014, average of SA2 areas

Average rate per 100 people. Slightly more adults 
on the western side of the line than the east find 

it harder to acess healthcare due to cost of the 
service 

West
East

2.7 2.0

Health across the ‘latte line’
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Average life expectancy on both 
sides of the line  

Source | ABS 2017, Life Tables, Statistical area Level 4 2014-16, average of 
SA2 areas

West
East

83 85

Residents who require 
assistance with core activites 

Source | ABS 2016, Core Activity Need for Assistance, average of SA2 areas

6% 4%

On average, residents living on the West side of 
the line are expected to die two years earlier than 
those on the east 

There is a 2 per cent difference in the proportion of 
residents who require assistance with core living 

activites. 

Melanoma cancer

Source | PHIDU, Torrens University 2019, Melanoma 2006-2010, average of 
SA2 areas

Average rate per 100,000 people. The coastal 
eastern side, perhaps unsurpisingly, has a higher 
rate of skin cancer per 100,000 of the SA2 area 
populations

West East

38.8
47.1

West
East
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Lung cancer

Source | PHIDU, Torrens University 2019, Lung cancer 2006-2010, average of 
SA2 areas

Average rate per 100,000 people. While the average 
across the western side is 49, some areas, like 

Mount Druitt, almost double this figure 49.0 41.1
West
East

People who have experienced 
high levels of psychological 
distress

Source | PHIDU, Torrens University 2019, High rates of psychological distress 
2014-15, average of SA2 areas

Average rate per 100 people. When stepping 
across the line, the rate of the population that 
experienced high rates of psychological distress in 
2014-15  increases by almost 4 people out of 100 

West East

12.2

8.5

Public hospital admissions 
for potentially preventable 

conditions 

Source | PHIDU, Torrens University 2019, Admissions for all potentially 
preventable conditions - public hospitals 2016-17

Average rate per 100,000 people. Public hospital 
admissions that are potentially preventable  occur 

at a much higher rate on the western side of the 
line 

2,497 1,683

West
East

Health
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East of Line, Sydneysiders earn more income, work longer total hours, and tend to own slightly more of 
their housing, all fairly unsurprising metrics.  More revealing economic markers emerge in taxation and 
taxpayer support areas.  Data on pensions and allowances, car-related expenses and claimed rental 
property losses, and Australia’s recently contentious franked dividend credits, all at least suggests that 
policies in these areas are impacting financial outcomes in quite difference ways either side of the Line. 

Economics

Average taxable income

West East

$54,608

$82,674

Source | ATO, For Individuals: Selected items by state/territory & postcode, 
2016-17 income year 

Top 1 per cent of earners on each 
side of the line 

Source | ABS 2018, Estimates of personal income for small areas 2011-16

West
East

6%
11%

Proportional to the population, the West has 
almost half the amount of top 1 per cent income 

earners than the East 

Unsurprisingly the average income in the East is 
significantly higher, although perhaps even more 
so than expected.

Economics across the ‘latte line’
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Economics

Source | ATO, For Individuals: Selected items by state/territory & postcode, 
2016-17 income year

Value of government payments 
and allowances compared to 
franking credits
Those who do happen to view any receipt of 
taxpayers’ monies as a form of economic ‘leaning’ 
– and the Dialogue rejects this as a most unhelpful 
over-simplification – might regard the relative 
cost across the Line of different types of it worth 
pondering, and perhaps debating over good coffee!
 
Total recipient numbers of these various taxpayer 
funds, according to individual tax returns, is about 
as expected across the Line. You’d anticipate a few 
more pensioners to the less well-off West, and a few 
more holders of dividend-yielding portfolios to the 
wealthier East.

West
East

Average value of government 
payments and allowances 
compared to franking credits
Yet while the ‘per pensioner’ cost is evenly 
distributed across the Latte Line – pensioners 
each receive about the same modest support, 
whether they live in Woollahra or Whalan - it’s a 
markedly contrasting story for franked dividend 
credit beneficiaries. 
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Tax deductions - work related, net tax loss & donations 
East of the Line fewer claim clothing costs, a reflection of a more working class population being likelier 
to wear a uniform to work. There are marginally more declared donations in the West, although the 
average claimed value is four times higher in the East. But comparisons of car expense and rental property 
deductions invite deeper discussion. Car-related costs in the East, with its superior public transport and 
shorter commutes, is much closer than you’d expect to parity with the car-dependent West, and on average 
these deductions are higher per claim in the East than in the West. And while rental property negative 
gearing is spread across the Line, the total claimed in the East is proportionately much higher.  

Source | ATO, For Individuals: Selected items by state/territory & postcode, 2016-17 income year

West
East
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Economics

Hours worked in a week 

Source | ABS 2018, Labour Force Status, 2011-16, average of SA2 areas

Average tenure type 
Those adults who do own a house are a shade 
more likely to own it outright if they live East of 
the Line. On the other hand, overall they are also 
slightly more likely to rent.

Source | ABS 2018, ABS TEND Tenure Type, 2016, average of SA2 areas 

While working hour profiles are converging, West of the Line Sydneysiders are still slightly more likely to 
work a standard five day/seven or eight-hour week, while total hours tend to be slightly longer in the East. 

West
East
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Below average median

Above average median

South

East

North

West

Inner West

Housing affordability across Sydney 
Across the Latte Line housing affordability differs in a number of ways. As shown in the map below, in 2016 
the majority of median house prices by LGA for the west side of the line were below the Sydney average, 
while the median prices for the east side were above the average.    

Western Sydney used to be a relatively affordable entry point for the Sydney housing market, however the 
general deterioration in housing affordability has been acutely felt in the region - especially as the annual 
income of the residents has only been growing by 1.29% annually, whereas residents in the east have seen 
growth of 3.95%, and those in the north 2.59%. 

In terms of long term affordability, analysis shows that those living in the eastern and northern areas 
of Sydney generally see a slight improvement in affordability after five years, whereas Western region 
residents, can experience housing stress for almost ten years.

Source | Bangura, M & Lee, C.L, 2019a, House price diffusion of housing submarkets in Greater Sydney 
                  Bangura, M & Lee, C.L, 2019b, The differential geography of housing affordability in Sydney: a disaggregated approach

Map adapted from Bangura & Lee 
2019a & 2019b

Note: Local Council Area markers 
demarcate boundaries from before 
the 2016 council amalgamations 
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Education 

The education data snapshot reveals a marked disparity of outcome across the Line despite a significant 
amount of infrastructure and service spending in Sydney’s West in recent years. Of most concern are 
those illustrating persistent lag in developmental outcomes among Sydney’s kids. NAPLAN results, 
cognition and language skills, school attendance, and highest level of education achieved are areas 
where those West of the Line are still playing catch-up. 

15-24 year olds learning or 
earning 
There’s a higher percentage of young Australians
in the East than in the West who are either still in 
full time education, or fully employed. 

West
East

85% 90%

Source | PHIDU, Torrens University 2016, learning or earning, average 
percentage of SA2 areas 

Load pass rates of vocational 
education & training subjects 

Vocational training and education outcomes are 
closing towards parity. 

82% 78%

Source | PHIDU, Torrens University 2016, vocational pass rates, average 
percentage of SA2 areas 

Education across the ‘latte line’
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NAPLAN results & the ‘latte line’ 

Source | Smith, Parr & Muhidin 2017, ‘Mapping schools’ NAPLAN rsults: a spatial inequality of school outcomes in Australia’  

Above average

Below average 

Bachelor Degree Cert III & IV

11%

22%

7%

11%

West
East

Highest level of educational 
attainment  

Source | ABS 2018, 2016 Census Highest level of educational attainment, 
average SA2 percentage

The East has double the proportion of residents 
with a bachelor degree level of education, while 

the West has a larger proportion of Certificate III & 
IV holders 
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NSW schools with attendance rates under 90 per cent 

85 - 90%

80 - 85%

75 - 79%

Source | Singhal, P 2019, ‘Students missing up to four years of schooling by year 10’, SMH 

Children developmentally on 
track in language and cognitive 
domains
For language and cognitive development in 
children, the East has a higher proportion of 
children which are developmentally on track

Source | PHIDU, Torrens University 2016, childhood development, average 
percentage of SA2 areas 

86% 93%

West
East

Education 



www.westernsydney.org.au 
@WSLDialogue

Proportion of people born in 
a predominately non-English 
speaking country

East

32%

28%

Source | PHIDU, Torrens University 2016, People born in predominantly 
non-English speaking countries, average percentage of SA2 areas

It is worth nothing that on the west side there are 
also significantly more smaller areas where this 
average is over 50 per cent

West

Proportion of people born 
overseas in predominately 
English speaking countries

Source | PHIDU, Torrens University 2016, People born in predominantly 
non-English speaking countries, average percentage of SA2 areas

The west side of the line houses 50 per cent less 
migrants from Engligh speaking backgrounds than 

the east does

East

5%

10%

West

Social 

While Sydney continues to grow more diverse and vibrant, traditional divisions across the Line persist. 
There are still many more Anglo Celtic migrants to the East of the Line, and a higher proportion of those 
with CALD heritages to the West. The Relative Socioeconomic Index remains skewed advantageously to 
the East. A particularly striking and it would seem hardening divide across the Line turns on religious 
faith specifically, and a more general divergence of social values - tending progressive to the East, 
conservative to the West. This phenomenon appears to have had significant impact on recent policy 
plebiscites and elections. 

Social outcomes across the ‘latte line’
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Social 

Adults who feel safe or very safe 
walking alone in their local area 

after dark 

Source | PHIDU, Torrens University 2014, Adults who felt safe/very safe walk 
alone in local area after dark, rate per 100 people, average of SA2 areas

Comparative feelings of security after dark
are tending towards parity, which sits in stark 

contrast to the tenaciously popular misconception 
of night-time Western Sydney as ‘dangerous’.   

93.7 92.7

West
East

22% 29%People who indicated in the 
census that they were not 
religious 

Source | ABS 2016, average percentage of SA2 areas

Religious belief is far more prevalent to the West of 
the Latte Line than to the East.

Adults who are able to get 
support in times of crisis from 
people outside the household

Source | PHIDU, Torrens University 2014, Support in times of crisis from 
people outside the household, average of rate per 100 people, SA2 areas

The comparatively equal, and high, rates of 
availability of support from family, friends and 

neighbors is an encouraging marker of Sydney’s 
enduring civic decency and compassion.

93.7 92.7
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Source | PHIDU, Torrens University 2016, Index of relative socio-economic 
advantage & disadvantage, average SA2 areas 

Index of relative socio-economic 
advantage & disadvantage
Against the benchmark of 1000, the Socioeconomic 
Index of Advantage/Disadvantage East and 
West of the Line reflects income, education and 
employment metrics.  

People 15yrs and over who do 
voluntary work for a group or 

organisation

Source | PHIDU, Torrens University 2016, 15ys & over doing voluntary work 
for an organisation or group, average percenatge for SA2  areas

There is a strikingly higher rate of volunteer 
participation East of the Line.

13.8% 21.1%

West
East

East

994

1114

West

Total population
In coming years the rapid expansion of both the 
Central River and Western Parkland Cities will shift 
Sydney’s population centre-of-gravity even further 
West of the Line.  

Source | ABS 2018, 2016 Census Highest level of educational attainment

2,425,1812,009,737

West
East
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Political

The 2017 Australian Marriage Law Postal Survey  

Source | ABS, Australian Marriage Law Postal Survey 2017 & Referendum Report & Statistics 1999

1. GREENWAY
2. PARRAMATTA 
3. BENNELONG
4. WARRINGAH 
5. BLAXLAND
6. WATSON 
7. GRAYNDLER
8. SYDNEY 
9. WENTWORTH
10. BARTON 
11. KINGS-
FORD-SMITH

Recent State and Federal elections highlight some noteworthy political shifts which analysis reveals have 
been underway for some time.  Traditionally, voters West of the Latte Line have tended to support the ALP, 
as perceived better advocates for their disadvantaged economic prospects.  The 2017 Marriage Equality 
plebiscite suggested that a party’s policies on social issues might begin to have more impact at the ballot 
box than its economic policies. The observed swings at the last Federal election support this thesis. East 
of the Line, an on-average wealthier electoral vote swung towards the party whose policies were arguably 
less financially advantageous but more aligned with its social values. That outcome was matched – albeit 
mirrored - with almost uncanny precision across to the West of the Latte Line.  Debating the implications 
for elected parties going forward might need another cup of coffee!

Politics across the ‘latte line’
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Current federal electorates

REID

1. GREENWAY
2. PARRAMATTA 
3. BENNELONG
4. WARRINGAH 
5. BLAXLAND
6. WATSON 
7. GRAYNDLER
8. SYDNEY 

8.7.

11.
10.

COOK

BANKS

HUGHES
MACARTHURHUME

CUNNINGHAM

WERRIWA
FOWLER 5.

6.

9.

4.
NORTH 
SYDNEY

ROBERTSON

MCMAHON

MACKELLAR

BRADFIELD

3.

BEROWRA

MITCHELL
CHIFLEY 

LINDSAY 

MACQUARIE 

1.

2. 

9. WENTWORTH
10. BARTON 
11. KINGSFORD-SMITH
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Political 

Current state electorates

116

12

54

13

7
BLUE MOUNTAINS

HAWKESBURY

1 2 CASTLE HILL 

HORNSBY

GOSFORD

PITTWATER

9

14

39

40
MIRANDA

35

HEATHCOTE
CAMPBELLTOWN

34MACQUARIE 
FIELDS

24

MULGOA

CAMDEN

WOLLONDILLY

38

3
8

15
LANE COVE

20
17

232221
26

29

18
19

RYDE
10

16

28
32

36

3331
25

30
27

37

1. LONDONDERRY
2. RIVERSTONE 
3. PENRITH
4. MOUNT DRUITT 
5. BLACKTOWN
6. BAULKHAM HILLS 
7. KU-RING-GAI
8. DAVIDSON 

9. WAKEHURST
10. SEVEN HILLS 
11. EPPING
12. PROSPECT 
13. PARRAMATTA 
14. WILLOUGHBY
15. MANLY 
16. GRANVILLE

17. NORTH SHORE 
18. FAIRFIELD 
19. AUBURN
20. DRUMMOYNE 
21. BALMAIN
22. SYDNEY
23. VAUCLUSE
24. CABRAMATTA

25. BANKSTOWN
26. STRATHFIELD 
27. SUMMER HILL
28. NEWTOWN 
29. COOGEE
30. LIVERPOOL
31. LAKEMBA
32. CANTERBURY 

33. HEFFRON 
34. HOLSWORTHY
35. EAST HILLS
36. OATLEY 
37. KOGARAH
38. ROCKDALE
39. MAROUBRA
40. CRONULLA
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Two party preferred booth-level swings in 2019 Federal election

Source | Adapted from Ruser, N (@Nrg8000) 2019, https://twitter.com/Nrg8000/status/1130015566872436736 

The disparity in the booth swings across the Latte Line - regardless of each seat’s final result – was stark. 
To the East the electorates shifted overwhelmingly towards the Labor Party. To the West the swing was 
on for the Coalition. The importance in driving these swings of the respective positions on social issues 
is strongly evidenced by the correlation in their intensity in this instance with the results of the 2017 Mar-
riage Equality plebiscite. The electorates that recorded the strongest ‘no’ and ‘yes’ votes in 2017 also dis-
played the most marked swings to the Coalition and the ALP respectively in 2019. Going further back in 
time, this axis of conservatism in Greater Sydney was also evident in the results of the 1999 Australian 
republic referendum.  
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Western Sydney Leadership Dialogue

Western Sydney Leadership Dialogue is a not-for-profit, 
community initiative leading a national conversation about 
Greater Western Sydney.  The Dialogue facilitates interaction 
between key opinion leaders across industry, government, 
academia and the community, to inform public policy debate 
and to advance a Western Sydney regional agenda through 
research, analysis, advocacy and events.

Contact the Dialogue 
@WSLDialogue
www.westernsydney.org.au 

The Dialogue thanks the following people for their valued 
contribution to this paper:
Lauren Nicholls
Jack Robinson
Luke Turner 


