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Global Forest Fund Report 2014
For seven years, the Global Forest Fund has been investing in worthy tree planting events and
environmental education activities around the world. The Foundation for Environmental Education
invests 90% of the Global Forest Fund each year into worthy projects. In 2014, the Global Forest
Fund received €7,016 from the Foundation for Environmental Education as CO2 compensation for
flights in 2013.
During the course of 2014, the Global Forest Fund supported fifteen projects in Europe, Asia,
Oceania and Africa. The fund supported five projects in Sumatra, four in Bulgaria, one in Sierra
Leone, one in Tanzania, one in Bangladesh, one in Zambia, one in Ghana and one in Papua New
Guinea.
Below you can read the inspiring stories from all the countries that received money from the Global
Forest Fund.
SUMATRA: The importance of forests and how to protect and enhance our environment
In an effort to support the Local Governments Tree Planting Program ‘Toward Green School’,
students from five local primary schools in North Sumatra were invited to plant trees in January of
2014. Each school planted five native mango trees around their school grounds. The schools were
in Labuhan Batu, North Sumatra and included Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Negeri (MIN) Sigambal – Kab.,
Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Swasta (MIS) Misbahu Dzikri – Kab., Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Swasta (MIS)
Pardamean Sigambal- Kab., Madrasah Tsanawiyah (MTS) Negeri - Aek Janji Kab., and Madrasah
Tsanawiyah Swasta (MTS) Hafizul Ikhsan - Aek Panjang Kab.

Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Negeri (MIN) Sigambal – Kab. Labuhan Batu, N.Sumatra © FEE 2014

The activities took place over three days. Sumatra Rainforest Institute (SRI) also engaged the local
Women Islamic Student Association of Labuhan Batu District. A total of 250 trees were planted.
Following the tree planting, SRI and the Women Islamic Student Association of Labuhan Batu also
implemented learning activities in the classroom. The students learned about the importance of
forests and the role and functions of the environment. Students also looked at ways of protecting
forests and the environment.

Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Negeri (MIN) Sigambal – Kab. Labuhan Batu, N.Sumatra © FEE 2014

Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Swasta (MIS) Misbahu Dzikri – Kab. Labuhan Batu, N.Sumatra © FEE 2014
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Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Swasta (MIS) Pardamean Sigambal- Kab. Labuhan Batu, N. Sumatra © FEE 2014

Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Swasta (MIS) Pardamean Sigambal- Kab. Labuhan Batu, N. Sumatra © FEE 2014

BULGARIA: ‘Young Foresters - Green Paradise of Happy Childhood’
The first report from Bulgaria comes from Kindergarten 14 ‘Druzhba’. This Kindergarten is an EcoSchool with traditions in the ecological education of children and adults. In the beginning of 2014,
the efforts of the pedagogical team focused on the following objectives:
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 Increasing children’s awareness of the forest as a natural resource and a source of wealth,
health and beauty
 Formation of a positive attitude towards nature and a desire to learn about and to be close
to it
 Understanding the relationship man - nature - health, the role of green wealth for the purity,
health, aesthetic enjoyment
 Teaching of ecological thinking, environmental consciousness and conduct rules.
These objectives were realised through the following themes:
How trees grow: through the beautiful illustrations in the Forest children's encyclopedia the
children were provoked to tell and make simple generalisations about the life of a tree. Their
perceptions were supplemented by a meeting with a parent who works as a landscaper. The
pedagogical situation ended with practical exercises of seeding crops and the young children hugged
the trees to hear what they tell them.
We are Different: various teaching methods provoked the children's curiosity and desire to survey
flora, to identify similarities and differences in plant species, to explain seasonal changes and
features about deciduous and coniferous trees.

Kindergarten 14 ‘Druzhba’ Varna © FEE 2014

Lungs of the Earth: children brainstormed, answered questions and identified threats to our
environment. The children concluded that trees purify polluted air and cutting them down will lead
to the Global warming.
The Forest Demand: this is an expression of the child's desire to write an open letter to his/her
friends and parents about important issues that were raised and about the appropriate behavior
towards the forests and the environment.
Green Paradise in the Kindergarten Yard: children from preparatory groups investigated the
kindergarten yard and offered advice on ways to reduce the noise and cars emissions and to make
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the playground more secure. They identified the areas that required planting of trees and which in
turn would provide shady places and cooler areas during the hot days.

Kindergarten 14 ‘Druzhba’ Varna © FEE 2014

The tree-planting event funded by the Global Forest Fund was named ‘Young Foresters - Green
Paradise of Happy Childhood’. Together children and parents planted the shrubs and trees under
the competent guidance of a parent. With much love children participated in the flower planting
along the yard of the kindergarten. The children were instructed about the rules on the use of
digging tools and applied the knowledge in practice. Each group took responsibility to take care for
the plants by making a plan of activities under the Good Stewards program.

Kindergarten 14 ‘Druzhba’ Varna © FEE 2014
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BULGARIA: Local collaboration
The second project which was funded in Bulgaria took place in Tsarevo, a small town on the Black
Sea Coast close to Strandja Mountain. A unique area rich in biodiversity. Nikola Vaptsarov is the only
primary and secondary school in the area. The school has a long history of working on ecological
projects in collaboration with the local forestry and the representatives of Strandja Nature Reserve.

Nikola Vaptsarov Primary and Secondary School, Tsarevo © FEE 2104

The money from the Global Forest Fund was used to design and print brochures that the students
developed themselves. These brochures included information about the local flora and fauna and
the enhancement of their schoolyard.

Nikola Vaptsarov Primary and Secondary School, Tsarevo © FEE 2104
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Furthermore, the fund also covered the cost of the native trees and bushes that were planted in the
schoolyard. The aim of the tree planting was to enrich their schoolyard and create a space for
learning more about biodiversity. The students investigated the local plant species suitable to the
Mediterranean climate and decided that the majority of plants should be blooming species. The
students themselves will take care of the trees. Sixty-one trees were planted and nine various kinds
of shrubs.

Nikola Vaptsarov Primary and Secondary School, Tsarevo © FEE 2014

BULGARIA: ‘Green Classroom’
The third project which was funded in Bulgaria led to the creation of an outdoor classroom in Hristo
Botev Primary School. The students from the ‘Ecology Group’ designed a model of their outdoor
classroom. They decided to plant six Pinaceae Spruce and eight Tilia Limes. The students themselves
planted the trees under the supervision of a dendrology specialist. The students researched the
trees that were planted as part of the classwork. News about the activity was published in the local
newspaper.

Hristo Botev Primary School ©FEE 2014
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Hristo Botev Primary School ©FEE 2014

Hristo Botev Primary School ©FEE 2014

Through this project ‘The students learned more about the typical local trees and the ways how to plant and take care
of them. We hope that this new beautiful little forest will become a wonderful place to relax and
give more and various, non-standard opportunities to teach.’
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BULGARIA: ‘Making our children’s lives greener’
The fourth and final project to be funded by the Global Forest Fund in Bulgaria involved tree planting
and educational activities at Detska Radost Kindergarten.
Detska Radost Kindergarten wished to involve parents in the project. The Kindergarten decided to
plant a row of ligustrum in the yard next to the fence. Together with the parents old, sapless trees
were removed, creating a space for the new healthy trees. The parents marked out the sunny areas
where the trees were to be planted in order to provide shade as they matured.

Detska Radost Kindergarten © FEE 2014

Detska Radost Kindergarten © FEE 2014

9

Everyone that participated was motivated and actively involved in the new afforestation project.
A second event was held in April, this was dedicated to the Week of the Forest. A second row of
ligustrum and thuja was planted, it is hoped that this new green fence will help reduce pollution and
noise.
The children were very happy to help with the planting of the new trees and now enjoy taking care
of their new trees. Many of the parents were inspired by the planting project and suggested planting
‘colour spots’ in the yard. They brought different flowers and with the children planted beautiful
flowerbeds around the new trees. The youngest children planted hazelnuts in the schoolyard.
‘We are happy to say that now we have some true guardians of nature, who step by step
assimilated every action in planting and taking care of a tree.’

Detska Radost Kindergarten © FEE 2014
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Sierra Leone: Tree planting & Environmental Protection
Sixty-five students age 12 and over from Saint Joseph Junior Secondary School, Daru took part in a
tree planting event to commemorate World Environment Day on the 5 th of June. In preparation for
the planting, seedlings were bought and carefully stored. On the 5th of June, there was a float
parade in the street, students held placards and posters to show the significance of the World
Environment Day and the importance of tree planting with regards environmental protection.

Saint Joseph Junior Secondary School, Daru © FEE 2014

Before the tree planting exercise, a video documentary was shown to students regarding the effect
of deforestation and the role trees play in mitigating climate change. In collaboration with other
school nature clubs, indigenous plants were planted including an economically viable and medicinal
plant called ‘Moringa’. The school nature club projects regularly plant trees in their schools and
degraded communities.

Saint Joseph Junior Secondary School, Daru © FEE 2014
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Saint Joseph Junior Secondary School, Daru © FEE 2014

TANZANIA: Reforestation
Kanyeranyere Secondary School worked together with Action for Ngono Basin Reforestation and planted
4,000 trees in just one day! Before any tree planting took place, school staff and the head teacher

discussed the importance of trees and tree planting. The following day, students visited Igabilo
Farm, an agriculture institute under the Evangelical Lutheran Church, North Western Diocese to
order the tree seedlings. 4,000 seedlings were purchased. The third day was spent organising the
students in collaboration with the teachers for the tree-planning event. Students were organised
into groups under the shade of the trees and trained in storage of seed species, weed control,
irrigation, causes and effects of environmental destruction, use of ecological knowledge to conserve
the environment and the benefits of conserving the environment.

kanyeranyere Secondary School © FEE 2014
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The tree planting started at 8am and continued until 3pm. Students also elected group leaders to
help the community to help conserve the environment.

kanyeranyere Secondary School © FEE 2014

kanyeranyere Secondary School © FEE 2014

BANGLADESH: The Importance of Forests, tree planting and the combat against Climate Change
Thanks to the Global Forest Fund, 600 teachers and students, from 4 schools in Bangladesh, planted
over 4,000 trees in just 4 days! Bangladesh Environment and Development Society (BEDS) work
together with teachers, students and the communities to plant trees and raise awareness about the
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importance of trees. BEDS organised four major tree-planting events in August. The first took place
on the 25th of August in conjunction with Burigolini Forest Secondary School, Shyamnagar, Satkhira.
1,000 trees were planted.

Burigolini Forest Secondary School, Shyamnagar, Satkhira © FEE 2014

The second took place on the 26th in conjunction with Burigolini Darus Surat Dakhil Madrasha. 1,000
trees were planted.

Burigolini Darus Surat Dakhil Madrasha © FEE 2014
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Burigolini Darus Surat Dakhil Madrasha © FEE 2014

The third took place on the 27th in conjunction with Jhapa Brojo Bihari United Secondary School. A
further 1,000 trees were planted.

Jhapa Brojo Bihari United Secondary School © FEE 2014
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Jhapa Brojo Bihari United Secondary School © FEE 2014

Finally, the forth took place on the 28th, in conjunction with Padmapukur Govt. Primary School. Over
1,000 trees were planted.

Padmapukur Govt. Primary School © FEE 2014
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Padmapukur Govt. Primary School © FEE 2014

Over 600 students and staff took part in the tree planting and a daylong training workshop. Topics
included proper technique of seedbed preparation, tree/sapling plantation, irrigation, pest
management, fertilizers and composting, maintenance and nursing of trees. Students will continue
to monitor and care for the trees they planted. Furthermore, a nameplate, including the students
name, the type of tree and the date planted, will be hung from every tree.
ZAMBIA: Forests, Water Conservation and Climate change
March 21st 2014, during the commemoration of the World Forest Day, the Chongololo Club invited
six schools to join and participate in a daylong programme. Approximately one hundred students
and twenty teachers took part in the commemoration of the World Forest Day. Some of the
activities included poems, sketches and songs.

Chongololo Club © FEE 2014
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These activities helped raise awareness among both students and the public that turned up, about
the importance of forests and their role in water conservation and mitigating the effects of climate
change.

Chongololo Club © FEE 2014

The six schools, which responded to the invitation actively, participated in the programme. The
schools included Ndeke Primary, Namulonga Primary, Mazabuka Primary, Nakambala Private
School, Anchor Private School and Kkuti Private School. Two hundred trees were shared among the
schools for them to plant in their school surroundings and other public spaces.
Moringa trees were given out following a talk from forest expert, Alfred Mugamelo from Almuta
Tree Planting Initiative. He spoke about the medicinal importance of tree and particularly the
Moringa tree. Mr Mugamelo also emphasised the effects of deforestation on biodiversity and
climate change.
The club held a training workshop which was facilitated by Mr Mugamelo and Mr Mutale from the
Forest Department. The objectives of the workshop were for the pupils to develop:





Awareness and sensitivity to the environment and related issues.
Knowledge and understanding of the environment and human impact
Attitudes and values that reflect feelings of concern for the environment
Skills involved in identifying, investigating, and problem solving associated with
environmental issues
 Develop a sense of responsibility through participation and action as individuals when
addressing environmental issues
 Seventy pupils participated in the workshop.
The club also held quiz events with questions based on the following topics: Definition and
importance of environment; importance of trees in the environment; good practices for
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environment conservation; the role of pupils in environmental conservation. The club organised an
essay and poster design competition and invited nine schools to participate in the event. One
hundred thirty pupils took part in the competition and the prizes for the best essays and posters
were presented during the commemoration of the World Environment Day.
After the function, the Kaonga School Chongololo Club members planted twenty trees around the
Kaonga Clinic. They were joined by the nurses and other clinic staff. The clinic authorities promised
to take care of the trees and urged the students to continue creating awareness on the need to
plant trees.

Chongololo Club © FEE 2014

GHANA: Rural Integrated Relief Service
In an effort to tackle Global Warming, the Rural Integrated Relief Service (RIRS) in Ghana believes in
connecting schools with teams to deliver opportunities to help protect the environment. According
to the RIRS ‘the majority of Ghanaians are traditionally brain crippled in cutting down trees for
different personal usage which has been a huge stumbling block and cause for environmental
degradation’.

Rural Integrated Relief Service © FEE 2014
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The Global Forest Fund enabled RIRS to work with close clan members and schools in Ghana to
plant 1,500 trees and seedlings. They raised awareness about the importance of tree planting,
monitored the trees and evaluated the project.

Rural Integrated Relief Service © FEE 2014

PAPUA NEW GUNIEA: Improve Degraded Landscape
As part of a training programme to develop a broader set of skills, Mai High School provided 6ha of
land to plant trees within the school grounds. With the support from Voice of Yongos (VOY) students
planted 2,700 in 2014. Seventy-five agricultural students were involved in planting 6,000 trees over
a two-year period, in order to improve degraded landscape of the school.

Mai High School © FEE 2014
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Apart from the tree planting VOY conducted awareness education in each class to educate the
students on the importance of tree planting, its purpose, usefulness and the greater long-term
benefits it will bring to the rural people.

Mai High School © FEE 2014

Furthermore, VOY encourages students to continue tree planting in their own communities to
combat land and habitat degradation, to improve local ecosystems and to sustain rural livelihoods.

Mai High School © FEE 2014
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