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Report on the Global Forest Fund for 2013

Global Forest Fund report
In its sixth year, the FEE Global Forest Fund has supported 18 projects in Europe, Asia and Africa
with 8,400 EUR. 5 projects were implemented in Russia, 4 in Indonesia, 3 in Cyprus, 2 in Bahamas
and Malawi and 1 in India and Ghana.
The Fund received in 2013, 8,410 EUR from the Foundation for Environmental Education as CO2
compensation for 2012 flights. The Fund invested 90% of its income directly into tree planting, other
CO2 compensation efforts and environmental education activities.

Tree Plantings and School Activities

School of Druzhba Village in Bryansk oblast, Russia © FEE 2013

Russia: Fighting climate change
The FEE Global Forest Fund supported five tree-planting projects in Russia, which influenced not
only the schools but also local communities.

Druzba School, Russia © FEE 2013

The activities in Druzba school started with a sensitization workshop for students and parents to
understand the importance of tree planting. The school, in cooperation with the community planted
trees in a park, and the village will maintain them after the project.
The tree planting activities were organized as climate actions, which united parents, students and
teachers. Actions were devoted to prevention of climate change. We carried out climatic seminars
for students and parents; we told participants about the problems of climate change and ways to
prevent this process. Students prepared a theatrical-musical show for the villagers. It told about
climate change and the consequences for our planet.
In the Domasova school the tree planting activities was organized as climate actions, which united
parents, students and teachers. Action was devoted to prevention of climate change. We organized
climatic seminars for students and parents; we told participants about the problems of climate
change and ways to prevent this process. Students prepared a theatrical-musical show for the
villagers. It told about climate change and the consequences for our planet. We also prepared
climate poster.

Domasova School, Russia, © FEE 2013

In Lyceum 27 school the Ecological Board of Lyceum 27 of Bryansk approved the Street Tree
Planting Program. The benefits of trees are numerous and are increasingly important to the
achievement of Bryansk's objective of a cleaner and greener environment. To achieve this goal we
have undertaken to plant trees at residential, commercial and city owned properties across the
greater Bryansk area. In this program, we cooperate with local authority. This year, we paid attention
on planting trees along roads of Bryansk. The benefits of a Street Tree Planting Program include:
Improved Air Quality
Emission Reductions
Reduction of the "Urban Heat Island" Effect
Smog Reduction
Storm Water Control
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Green House Gas Reduction
Absorption of Breathable Particulates
Noise Abatement
Improved Health of Citizens
Aesthetically Enhanced Landscapes

In the frame of the program, we conducted several training sessions and workshops for urban
children and their parents about the importance of urban forests; we teach them to plant trees and
to study the environment around their homes. Certainly, we told about climate change and ways to
prevent it. We trained children and their parents in the method of saving energy at home, school and
office. After tree planting action, the students will take care of the planted trees and study their
reaction to urban air pollution. Competitions of posters, essays and art actions were organized as
well.

Lyceum 27 school, Russia, © FEE 2013

School 56 in Bryansk had very successful project in 2011 and 2012 when planting fruit orchard on
school campus.
We will help schools in small towns of the Bryansk region to plant trees in parks and vacant lots
around the school. Unfortunately, there are many vacant lots around the school. It must become
beautiful squares. These squares will be useful to local people as green recreational areas. They
will be a source of fine aesthetic sense. New squares will be important natural atmospheric carbon
accumulators. This is a good way to prevent climate change.
We planted 210 trees. This action was organized as a Climate campaign. We organized competition
in making climate posters, training in grafting trees, and seminar on climate change. We also
organized competition of ideas on prevention of climate change. Children, parents and teachers
offered ideas of action at the level of family, community, city and country to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions.
School 56 in Bryansk - The Trees of My Class
The projects aimed at greening the schoolyard and providing schoolchildren and families to learn
how to take care of a tree planted there. The trees’ growth will be monitored by the children and
reported to their families. Children will take photos of the trees twice a year, and take notes of the
life of the tree to which they are responsible. The reports will be kept at the school for future students
who can learn about the tree's history and to continue the story. Twice a year the action was arranged
for the children and their families supervised by teachers to take proper care of each tree.

3

Indonesia: Role and functions of the urban forest
Students from Junior High School of Nurul Huda- Medan, SD Negeri 105287 Tembung- Medan,
Junior High School of Nurul Huda- Medan and SMP Negeri 10 Medan invited to plant local
mango trees around the back yard of the school. A total of 250 trees were planted. IT was a full day
of activities and SRI also involved the local Women Islamic Student Association. Following tree
planting activity, SRI also implement learning activities in the classroom for the students about the
importance of, and the role and functions of the urban forest and the need for healthy food and drink
and nutritious for children.

Junior High School of Nurul Huda- Medan, Indonesia © FEE 2013

Cyprus: Local species, local needs
In Kato Platres Primary School the tree planting was successful with the participation of the
students, the school personnel, the Community Council members of the local community, members
of the Parents Association, members of and the Kato Platres Friends' Association. A large number
of trees were planted. The children studied the biodiversity of the area and learned about the benefits
of trees and forests in general. They also learned about the danger and the consequences of α
destruction of α forest as well as ways to protect them.

Kato Platres Primary School, Cyprus © FEE 2013

At Germasoyia Primary School, the tree planting took place in the school yard. In this event, all
the students of the school participated together with parents, members of the Parents Association,
other guests as well as members of the local authority. The selected trees were Mediterranean
species that do not need much water and are resistant to diseases for example cypress, mastic,
olives, lemon, orange, carob and laurel. With the consultation of an agriculturist and α forester, we
have planted trees for shade for summer and as windbreak during winter. The teachers made a
presentation about the properties of the olive oil and the children visited the olive press.
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Germasoyia Primary School, Cyprus © FEE 2013

The tree planting at ΙAMATΙKI Rural Primary School also took place in the school yard. Students,
Teachers, other school personnel and parents participated. The trees and bushes planted are native
plants of the Cypriot flora. They were planted in the school yard and local community for greening
the area and for educational purposes. The students made a field study and were informed about
native pΙant species. They also gained experience of the right use of garden tools. The planted area
will be also used for environmental activities in science lessons. The students will monitor the
Growth of the trees, they will learn how to trim them and observe their development. The tree planting
is also sensitizing the children to love and respect the trees.

ΙAMATΙKI Rural Primary School, Cyprus © FEE 2013

India: Global warming and environmental pollution
We arranged an awarness rally and motivational programme on human rights, environment and
forest in Arual Anander College. In the programme in the Arul Anandar College, Karumathur, nearly
1000 students formed a human Chain for the cause of human peace and prosperity. Fr.Dr.Xavier
Vedam, S.J., Principal delivered the presidential address. Students took the pledge of human rights
day and to save nature and forest. A public rally starting from Arul Anandar College Campus to
Poosaripatti village was organized by the students of Arul Anandar College, shouting slogans on
human rights, environment and forest. It was flagged off by Dr.J.S.Casimiraj, Deputy Principal at
Arul Anandar College. In a grand celebration at Poosaripatti village, Fr.Dr.A.Sebastian Mahimairaj
welcomed the gathering. Mr.Jerlin Ruba Head and BBA Arul Anandar College and Mr.Ramu offered
felicitations. Mr.A.Jeyaraman, Vice Chariman delivered the special address. In his address, he
stressed upon the need for awareness in human rights, environment and forest for leading a better
life. Mr.M.S.Kasi, Panjyath President, Karmathur, offered the keynote, in which he requested all the
students and the people to plant as many tree samplings as possible to combat environmental
issues. Dr.Joseph Vincent, Secretary, ARD and Mr.Johnson, co-ordinator, ARD invited to lectures
on human rights and environment respectively. In his presidential address, Fr.Dr.Amal Kulandai S.J.,
Arul Anandar College spoke on the need for organizing the rallies and group discussion, seminars
to popularize to human rights and permeate them in the rural society for the welfare on all human
beings. Tree samplings were planted in the college campus as well as in the two villages.

5

Arual Anander College, India © FEE 201

Bahamas: Community awareness
At the Forest Heights Academy & Oakes Field Primary School, students planted 70 native trees.
The tree planting was part of a biodiversity project where schools created native plant gardens or
trails on/near their campuses to act as outdoor learning spaces for the school and community. The
project aimed to raise awareness about the importance of native plants in our environment,
including carbon offsetting. To raise awareness in schools, students on the eco-committees gave
tours of their native plant gardens/trails to classes. Students made special presentations at school
assemblies and teachers conducted curriculum-related lessons. To raise community awareness,
parents and other community members were invited to tour native plant gardens on ‘Action Day’,
guest speakers were invited to share with their knowledge of plants with students, parents received
information through school newsletters and PTA meetings. FHA students also participated in a
national radio PSA competition to raise awareness about native plant biodiversity.

Forest Heights Academy & Oakes Field Primary School, Bahamas © FEE 2013

Malawi: Timber as a renewable source
Mtuwakale primary school and Mwatibu Primary School planted trees in the surrounding
communities.
The learners performed dramas about the negative effects of cutting down trees, of soil erosion
and disturbance on the rain cycle. Other consequences of lack of trees are; nowhere to rest on
sunny days, destruction of habitat for wild animals which reduce revenue to the government from
lack of tourism. Minerals washes away from the soil, which causes the soil not to be rich in plant
food, the green nature of the land will fade away and the beauty of the land will be destroyed. It
also brings change of weather. The learners sang songs, which delivered a message of
encouraging people to plant more trees on all bare land. The message also encouraged people on
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the importance of trees, some of which are: uses of trees, that they are used for making timber; it is
a source of fuel wood which they use in daily life for cooking food and many other uses. The
activity was welcome by the community and the chiefs were present to witness, members of the
school committee, and the senior group village headman was present. However, they made a
request if we can plant more trees around the school, because they said the one which the
learners planted is not enough to cover the completely bare ground at the south of the facility.
There is big enough land for the school to build more school bocks and to plant more trees.

Mtuwakale primary school and Mwatibu Primary School School, Malawi © FEE 2013

Ghana: Local engagement
Wuntia Environmental Youth Network is based in Kuga Traditional Area of Dagbon Kingdom of
Northern Ghana of Deeni. Through the activities, young people are empowered to make significant
changes in their neighbourhood and also in their own lives. The objectives of the activities were to
prepare and implement environmental friendly community development projects, to use
environmental issues as a medium to upgrade the literacy level of residents within the target area
and if possible and beyond, to involve children in school and community in forestation and clean
up education campaigns and to provide training for teachers. Assemble members and youth
leaders for popular methods in educating people about environmental issues.

Wuntia Environmental Youth Network, Ghana © FEE 2013

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Bjørn Helge Bjørnstad, c/o Forestry Extension Institute, February 2014
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