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Diablo Trust Honored by US Forest Service
Flagstaff – The Diablo Trust, a northern Arizona collaborative grassroots land management team
located in Flagstaff, recently received the 2006 US Forest Service National Rangeland
Management Award. The award was presented in Reno, Nevada at the annual Society for Range
Management meeting earlier in February.
The mission and work of the Trust could not be a more perfect match for the 2006 National
Award for Outstanding Achievement in Rangeland Management. Formed in 1993 the Diablo
Trust is a local collaborative comprised of two ranching families, environmentalists, public land
managers, Northern Arizona University researchers, scientists, professors, students, elected
officials, and other citizens.
“We are pleased to work closely with this group and believe there could not have been a better
candidate for this special recognition,” said Katherine Sanchez Meador, Range Specialist on the
Coconino National Forest. “The Diablo Trust represents a great example in collaborative
management and rangeland stewardship, and receipt of this award will honor the communitybased effort that has allowed the group to flourish over the past thirteen years.”
The Trust is dedicated to managing and promoting the social, biological and economic
sustainability of 426,000 acres of federal, state and private land comprising the Flying M and
Bar T Bar ranches southeast of Flagstaff, Arizona.
The philosophy for this dynamic group is: “Learning from the land and sharing our knowledge,
so there will always be a West.” This philosophy entails a commitment to science and
monitoring projects incorporating a range of ecological as well as social, economic and
collaboration indicators designed to provide information of value to both researchers and land
managers. In addition to a series of projects aimed at improving range lands, the Trust has
contributed to educational and artistic efforts, producing a field-based curriculum and hosting
artists out on the land.
Besides being centered around the century-old homesteads and the ranches associated with the
homesteads on the Diablo Trust lands, the Flying M and Bar T Bar Ranches also work hard with
the support of other collaborators such as U.S. Forest Service, Arizona State Land Department,
Arizona Game and Fish Department, and National Resource Conservation Service to manage
and promote watershed health, wildlife habitat improvement, spring restoration, and wetland
protection.
[cont’d on p. 3]
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Diablo Trust

Henry is a Wildlife Biologist with the USDA Forest
Service Mormon Lake Ranger District and Chair of
the Diablo Trust Wildlife Working Group.
“I am regularly impressed by the commitment of the
ranchers to the creation and continued existence of
the Diablo Trust. But the foresight these folks had
to recognize the importance of collaboration really
shouldn’t be a surprise; after all, the rural west has depended on neighbors for
over a century.

The phrase
“Learning from the land
and sharing our knowledge,
so there will always be a West”
captures our mission.
Ground Truth is the quarterly
publication of the Diablo Trust,
mailed free of charge to everyone on
our mailing list. If you would like to
be added to, or removed from,
the mailing list, please contact us at:
Diablo Trust
PO Box 3058 Flagstaff, AZ 86003
http://www.diablotrust.org
info@diablotrust.org
(928) 523-0588
Contributors are solely responsible
for the content of their articles,
and the opinions expressed in
articles, linked materials, and
comments are not necessarily
those of the Diablo Trust.
All articles published at the
discretion of the Diablo Trust.

“I think the diversity of business ventures and rural planning that the ranches
and Trust are involved in is really a reflection of their desire to maintain and
improve on western ideals by preserving open spaces and being good stewards of
the land. I am continually inspired by the Trust’s dedication to collaboration
and I am honored to be profiled in the newsletter.”

Henry’s Diablo Trust Profile
Born in: Kearny, Arizona
Current hero: Volunteers

Favorite Western-Wear Item: My
Carhartt Jacket
Favorite Ranch Recipe: Steak &
beans

Proudest Contribution
to Flagstaff Community:
I am proud to be a part of
forest/range restoration projects

If you had a home on the range
actress you would cast in the role of
your wife: Sorry, Salma Hayek, but
my wife, Heather, gets that part

Favorite College Class: Wildlife
Techniques (because it had the most
hands-on field trips)

Fondest Outdoor Memory: I am
fond of all of them!

Childhood hero: Evel Knievel

Book you recently enjoyed: " Flags
of Our Fathers” (I love WW-II
history)
Hobbies: Hunting, Fishing, Hiking

As of yet unrealized life’s dream:
Grandkids and Retirement
Possible Ranch Nickname: Okie (my
grandfather, who didn’t speak much
English, used to call me that)

Favorite Western: Rooster Cogburn

Katherine Sánchez Meador Says Good-bye…
“I would like to thank everyone for the wonderful
experience working with the Diablo Trust. I wish the
organization continued success. I will be working for
the City of Fort Collins as the Director of the Gardens
on Spring Creek. The Gardens are similar to the
Flagstaff Arboretum, except they are new and I will have
the honor of guiding the development of the
facility. Andrew, my husband, will be working for the
Forest Service, Washington Office at the Forest
Management Service Center. He is now a Dr. (graduated from NAU's School of
Forestry in December), and will work as a Biometrician developing Biomass and
other vegetation management software and programs. We are really excited about
our opportunities in Fort Collins, but are sad to leave Flagstaff and our friends here.
We hope everyone comes to visit.”
ANDREW SANCHEZ MEADOR

The Diablo Trust is a 501(c)(3)
land management team created
in 1993 to promote the social, biological and economic sustainability
of 426,000 acres of intermingled
federal, state, and private lands
southeast of Flagstaff, Arizona
by engaging in a collaborative
stewardship process that is in
harmony with the natural environment and the broader community.

DERRICK WIDMARK

Getting to Know… Henry Provencio

Vaya con Dios,
Katherine

.
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In Fond Memory of Jane Metzger
by Mary Tolan

“She imbued in anybody around her that land was good.
That it took care of you, and you had to take care of it,”
said her son Jack Metzger, who with his sisters Diana
Kessler and Kit Metzger runs the Flying M Ranch southeast
of Flagstaff. "And she had a really strong work ethic. She
was very willing to show her disdain for and displeasure with
those who chose to skate. She had much respect for people
who actually worked on the land.”
Jane Metzger, 86, died in January after a series of health
issues. Her husband Herb Metzger died in 1995 at age 74.
Jack said that his mother was worried that the next
generations – including those of her children and
grandchildren – did not understand the connection between
how and where people live their lives and the decisions that
they make regarding the land that supports them.
“Jane's death marks the end of an era,” added Mandy
Metzger, Jane’s daughter-in-law. “She was definitely a
lightning rod and a spirit to contend with. Before she and
Herb moved out to the ranch, she was very active in
Flagstaff.”
While in Flagstaff, Jane Metzger was a member of the
Museum of Northern Arizona Board, the Flagstaff
Symphony Board and she started both the Sechrist
Elementary School Library and annual Book Sale.
And until the end of her life, she was always interested in
the world and recent developments.
"She was totally quick and funny and hip," Mandy said. "She
was up to date on everything from music to current events
to what went on daily in Iraq. She watched Congressional
debates on satellite TV and had strong opinions about it all."
Last summer, during an interview on ranching women, Jane
Metzger attempted to downplay her role as an active
ranching woman.
"I'm not a ranch woman. I'm a housewife who happens to
live on a ranch," she said one June afternoon. Her pale
blue eyes flashed and she often raised an invisible eyebrow
to emphasize a point. "In the early days, women weren't
supposed to be in the corrals, women didn't wear pants to
town. The war changed a lot of things, but not that. It was
not a woman's world, so I created my own world. I read,

PETER SCHWEPKER

Jane Metzger first visited Arizona during summer vacations
with her family as a young Chicago girl. She was so taken
with the land, the open spaces and the people of the West
that at about 20 years old she moved to northern Arizona
claiming it as her permanent home. During the next six
decades, Jane Metzger was a community force in Flagstaff
and the northern Arizona ranching community, as well as a
“rebellious spirit” who became an advocate for responsible
land use, a philosophy she passed on to her three children.

Jane Metzger, photographed by Peter Schwepker

had music, played the piano, it was a world of small things.
I collected."
She was surrounded by her collections of birds' nests,
honeycombs, cowbells and more.
"I did nothing too serious with my life," she claimed.
Her children, however, don't see it that way.
"She sure has baked thousands of biscuits for everyone and
suppers for everyone," said her daughter Kit Metzger. "She's
helped the ranch keep going that way."
Jack added to that.
"She baled hay and ran a baler before they didn't use those
anymore," he remembered. "She could drive tractors, drive
trucks, she's done everything on a ranch."
And then there was her magic in the kitchen ranging from
angel food cake to chilie pie -- the old fashioned way.
"She was truly a gourmet cook," Jack said. "She was best
cooking on a wood stove. For 25 years she cooked for the
whole crew and family for six months of the year."
He recalled how she would get all dressed up and go with
her sister Jean James down to Phoenix to hear the
symphony or see opening night of a play. She and Herb
would often travel and explore with her sister-in-law Helen
Metzger Shackelford, a renowned oil painter known for her
Western landscapes, and her husband Jim Shackelford.
On that windy day last June, Jane recalled the many trips
she took between the Flying M and Flagstaff or from
Cottonwood to Flagstaff in earlier times when the family
also had a farm in the Verde Valley. On one such day 45plus years ago, she was supposed to pick up a visiting friend
who was traveling to Flagstaff by train. Before the train
arrived, Jane had to do several errands -- including picking
up a pig to take home with her.
[cont’d on next page]
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"Sometimes I had to drive from Cornville to Sedona," she said.
"I had to be neat because I was meeting people at the train.
The Babbitts were kind; they'd let you leave the groceries in
their cool box. One time I had a bale of hay, a live pig, and
sacks of coal all in the car. I met a lady at the train; I remember
she was all dressed up in blue. So I met her at the train with
the hay and Lily the pig. She was a bit hayed by the time we got
home. Little bits here and there. Dusty."
Jane Metzger would travel alone all across the northern part of
the state, and was quick to remind the interviewer that in those
days there were no cell phones.
"The phone wasn't important then. Not like today. The phone
wasn't a necessity," she said. "Cell phones -- I think it's a habit.
I'm incensed and offended when I'm in town by the number of
people who have their arms up like this " -- she bends her elbow
and puts her fingers up to her ear -- "no matter what they're
doing. I traveled alone 72 miles to Flagstaff and I was just fine.
Nobody had a cell phone, I never had a problem I couldn't
solve or somebody didn't solve it for me. I can't believe
everything is that important. I think it makes life busier. They
forget to smell the roses. Everybody's too busy.
"I'm of the egg-beater generation. Not the push-button
generation. I can barely run a TV."
She said there were often weeks when they never left the ranch.

"We went to town for provisions, necessities is all. Town
wasn't a part of life at all."
Jane was quick to take on the folks who make the rules for
ranchers but don't necessarily understand the on-the-ground
issues.
"Complying, that's the big word now," she said. Obviously, on
this summer afternoon, Jane Metzger is not afraid to state
what's on her mind.
Jane's voice softened as she recalled the years when she and
her husband and family often had out-of-town visiting children
during the summer months.
"I think we ran a children's camp," she said, her wrinkled face
breaking into a smile. "The nephews came for the summer,
friends with kids. We had two rooms -- one for the girls and
one for the boys and they'd work. They'd learn how to be
carpenters, how to mix cement, how to peel a log, how to
stack. So I did a lot of cooking for a lot of kids. Herb would
teach them all kinds of things -- bow and arrows, pistols,
practical things. They'd eat outside, learned to ride, learned
all sorts of things.
"All those nephews are now lawyers back East, they're in their
50s now. And when they come back the first place they have
to go is the mountain -- they've hidden things there all those
years ago and they have to see if they're still there."

Mary Tolan teaches journalism at NAU’s
School of Communication

Diablo Trust Honored by US Forest Service

[cont’d from p. 1]

The Trust has also received numerous local and national awards related to their collaborative
work, environmental stewardship, and rural community planning including:
Sheldon D. Gerber Award for Excellence in Environmental Planning from Western
Planner Resources, Inc.
Governor’s Excellence in Rural Development Award for Innovative Economic
Development Practices
Regional National Cattleman’s Beef Association Environmental Stewardship Award
Outstanding Achievement Award from the Environmental Protection Agency on
Earth Day
In 1998, the Trust was designated as a National Reinvention Government Laboratory by the
U.S. Department of Agriculture. This designation offered the Trust the cooperation of all
federal agencies ‘within the constraints of statute’ to demonstrate innovative approaches to
restore and maintain natural processes that create and protect a healthy landscape that
supports a diverse flourishing community of human, plant, and animal life in the Diablo Trust
land area.

.
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Diablo Trust Roads & Recreation Working Group Report
The Forest Service’s Travel Management Rule:
Implications for Management of the Coconino National Forest
by Jim Beard
The previous Chief of the Forest Service, Dale Bosworth,
recognized unmanaged recreation as one of the primary
threats to maintaining healthy national forests; namely the
growing impact of “cross country” travel with motorized
vehicles. The growing popularity of riding off-highway
vehicles (OHV) on national forests has resulted in a
proliferation of user-created roads and trails. On the
Coconino National Forest alone, we estimate that over 1100
miles of roads and trails have been created by OHV
enthusiasts in the last several years. Water quality, wildlife
habitat, and archaeological resources are among the many
things that suffer from such impacts. Thus, a national policy
was developed that will prohibit cross-country travel on all
national forests: that is, people will not be able to drive off of
designated routes (with a few exceptions).
Presently, national forests and ranger districts across the
country are engaging the public and coordinating with state,
county, and tribal governments to identify which routes
should be designated for which classes of motor vehicles.
Seasons of use will be defined for routes if necessary.
National guidelines have been developed to ensure a high
degree of consistency across all national forests; but final
decisions regarding which roads, trails and areas will be
designated for motor vehicle use will be made at the national
forest or ranger district level with ample opportunity for local
public involvement.
Each national forest is to complete the analysis process and
produce a “motor vehicle use map” (MVUM) by September
2009. The MVUM will be the sole legal “instrument of
enforcement” for implementation of the TMR and will only
show those roads, trails and areas open to motorized
vehicles. The MVUM will be re-printed annually in order to
incorporate changes made to route or area designations
during the preceding year and will be offered free to the
public. It is likely that there will be a need for supplemental
smaller scale maps and signing to help define those areas
open or closed to motorized traffic.
Exceptions to the TMR will be allowed for over snow,
emergency, administrative and permitted use (such as for
permitted uses defined in range allotment plans). TMR
exceptions may be granted for roadside parking, game
retrieval, gathering of forest products such as firewood, and

motorized dispersed camping under certain situations that
will be defined in a set of directives issued by the Regional
Forester for the Southwestern Region.
The Coconino National Forest has completed the initial
round of public meetings for the TMR and we are just now
completing our analysis of over 1300 comments we received
from those meetings. We intend to issue a “Proposed
Action” (PA) in May 2007 that will define our initial
proposal for how we intend to implement the Rule. The
PA will include: a proposed “open road” system; a specific
list and definition of proposed “exceptions” to the Rule; and
locations where motorized access to dispersed camp sites
will be allowed.
Publication of the PA initiates the start of the “National
Environmental Policy Act” (NEPA) process that involves an
extensive and formalized public response to the PA and a
subsequent analysis of public comments to define
substantive “issues” that could lead to “alternatives” to the
actions defined in the PA. We already have public
comments that have defined a desire from some people for
actions, such as establishment of motorized trails, or
establishment of additional “roadless” areas, that could lead
to additional alternatives for analysis. Following extensive
analysis of the PA and any alternatives that emerge from the
process, we intend to issue a draft Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) some time in spring of 2008.
Public involvement in this process to date has had a major
effect on the development of the PA and on the way we
intend to conduct the subsequent NEPA process. We
realize that implementation of the Travel Management Rule
could radically alter the way many people use their forest
lands. We are confident that TMR implementation will go
far towards protecting the resources we are charged with
managing and we are hopeful that the involvement of valued
partners such as members of the Diablo Trust will help us
plan wisely.
Thank you for your interest in planning our public lands
legacy.

Jim Beard is the TMR Project Leader
for the Coconino National Forest.
He can be reached at jbeard@fs.fed.us

Money Matters & Your Support Will Make a Difference
To find out how you can support the Diablo Trust please visit www.diablotrust.org or turn to page 12
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Diablo Trust Science & Monitoring Working Group Report
Impact of Grazing Intensity during Drought in an Arizona Grassland
By Matthew Loeser, Tom Sisk & Tim Crews

To view this article in its entirety, please go to http://www.diablotrust.org/news_articles.htm

.
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Diablo Trust Artists’ Working Group Report
Calling All Artists! New “Reflections of the Land” Show in Progress
By Rachel Wilson
talents and talented people who were interested in the
ranches, and both times the results were exhibits that
included not only a wide variety of artwork, but also very
lively openings with music, dance and poetry readings.
The first meeting of the Artists’ Working Group took place
on Friday, April 13. We decided on two “Artists’ Days on
the Land” for 2007, the first of which will take place on
Saturday, August 25 , on Ashurst Run, Flying M Ranch.
th

This will be the same day as the 2007 Diablo Trust Campout, which this year will be held in partnership with the
Flagstaff Friends of Traditional Music, so come out for a

DIABLO TRUST ARCHIVE

As ranchers and biologists know, many natural phenomena
and organisms move to mysterious rhythms, migrating or
hibernating for reasons of their own. The Diablo Trust
Artists’ Working Group has gone through a quiet patch as
well after the 2004 art exhibit, but it is now reviving, shaking
off its hibernating shell and getting ready to stir up the artists,
musicians, writers and performers of Northern Arizona and
beyond. We just had our first meeting and arranged a set of
visits to both the Flying M and the Bar T Bar ranches this
year and next with the goal of producing another
“Reflections of the Land” exhibit at the NAU Art Museum
in 2009.

Artists in the horse corral on Ashurst Run

Painting by Linda Sherman

Many of you may remember that the first Diablo Trust
“Reflections of the Land” was held at the Northern Arizona
University’s Art Museum in 2000. It was something of an
experiment, but attracted over 60 artists, dancers and writers.
We did it again with another 60-some participants in 2004
(a year late to celebrate the Trust’s 10th anniversary as we’d
hoped). Each time before the show the artists were invited
to visit the ranches for specific “Artists’ Days on the Land.”
In 2000 we went twice to Ashurst Run on the Flying M. On
the very first visit on a bright sunny day, we watched a herd
of elk followed by a coyote cross the meadow as though they
had been sent to entertain us, and we felt we were surely off
to an excellent start. For the 2004 show we went to both
ranches for a variety of landscapes at Moqui, Chavez
Crossing and Mud Lake camp. We also welcomed
musicians, dancers and writers as well as visual artists to all
the “Artists’ Days on the Land” and when they came and
stayed to play, as they did at Moqui, it was a wonderful treat.
The Artists’ Working Group welcomed the wide variety of

day of art-making and stay for a night of barbeque, music
and dancing around the campfire! The second “Artists’
Days on the Land” for 2007 is scheduled for Saturday,
October 6 on Bar T Bar land, exact schedule and locations
to be determined.
th

Darcy Falk has agreed to take part as co-chair of the Artists’
Working Group; she brings not only her well-known
expertise as a fabric artist, but also her great connections
with the traditional music world. Darcy is especially
interested in producing a catalog to go with the show that
will highlight both writers' and visual artists' “Reflections of
the Land."
Please stay tuned to the Diablo Trust website for updates on
this and all other Working Group projects, and please join
the Artists’ Working Group if you are interested in helping
with this fun and exciting project.

Rachel Wilson is a Flagstaff artist and co-chair of the
Diablo Trust Artists’ Working Group

2007 Diablo Trust Artists’ Days on the Land
th

th

Saturday, August 25 on Ashurst Run, Flying M Ranch & Saturday, October 6 on Bar T Bar Ranch
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Well, we made it through another winter in Northern
Arizona, and this one at least felt like winter at times. Here
at Flying M headquarters we had a little over 3 feet of snow,
and our summer country had around 4 feet. It was cold
enough that we chopped more ice -- so everything could
drink -- than we have in the last five years combined.
Anderson Canyon ran water for 3 weeks and we caught
good stocktank water out of the ditches. Kinnikinick
Canyon on the other hand ran off the rim for a whopping
36 hours! It usually runs for 3 weeks down here and we fill
stocktanks in the winter country out of the snowmelt. Now
that we are really pumping the wells for water, I hope the
animals appreciate their drink. It did fill all the stocktanks
in the canyon on the mesa and put and inch or two in
Kinnikinick Lake. So compared to 2006 and other places
around the state we did fairly well, but the summer rains
better come early and hard, or by August we may have to
come up with another plan.
Feed is coming in the lower country with the browse
starting, cool seasons and even the gramma grass greening
up. Some annuals and perennial forbs are up and
blooming. We had 3 inches of snow the 29 of March to
keep the topsoil moist. Now if only the wind doesn’t blow it
all away! With all the Wind Energy Projects around the
area it is hard to decide what to think of that wind now, and
it seems like a heck of a good idea to get some use out of
what just blows by. Both wind test towers on the ranch
have been getting a workout so far this spring, and I have a
feeling the wind isn’t all done yet.
th

Just finished the Forage Resource Study Group monitoring
and found we had around 3 inches of precipitation between
October and April below the rim. That’s not much, but
twice what we had last year. One thing we noted was all the
antelope tracks and pellets at the cage on our northern
Melbourne end. We didn’t see the antelope on that day
but there are more tracks and pellets than we have ever
found at that location. All of the country around Chavez
Pass that has been cleared might really be making a
difference.
We have our plan for grazing on the USDA Forest Service
land this summer, and it doesn’t look like we will have to
haul as much water as last year, especially if there isn’t too
much wind. That would be nice because our old Kenworth
truck sure isn’t getting any younger. The east side of the
Mesa didn’t run any water so there are bog conditions in
some of the tanks. Plants are starting well on the Mesa and
all kinds of critters have been up there on the green feed
since early March. Saw twelve head of antelope south of

DERRICK WIDMARK

Meanwhile,
Back at the Ranch…

Kit Metzger on Flying M

Camillo Lake in the pines. Maybe the last few years they
have decided to move uphill and leave the drier open
country behind. Also saw six antelope at Pratt Park, on the
Stoneman Lake road, and they are a long way from any
open country. The snow really mashed all the old feed to
the ground there and it looks like a lawn.
Jack finished a land clearing project southeast of the
headquarters, about 1,000 acres of regeneration in an old
push. When it’s finished and burned there will be a mostly
open pathway, from Meteor Crater area, through Raymond
Ranch, Flying M Winter country, up Antelope Pass, to the
cleared area around Kinnikinick Lake. Remember all the
dots on the Game and Fish Maps from the collared
antelope? Well, this area will be a good place to connect the
dots, because antelope didn’t spend much time in that cedar
jungle.
We spent a day flagging the last wetland fence on Flying M,
Camillo Pine; it will be good to have that done and we can
get back to the flexibility of using pastures before July 15
again. We’ve had to make a grazing plan that was not quite
right for either the range or the animals for the last few years
because the wetland fences weren’t all built. Now if we
could have enough snow to fill them they might not look
quite so silly, sitting there all dry and blowing dirt.
th

Seems the buzzards are back in their tree here at the house,
the killdeer are nesting around the corrals and there are a
lot of calves that need branding. And with the “breezy
conditions,” as the weatherman calls it, blowing the smoke
away we will get on with spring work and wait for the
summer rains to come. Hope to see you all on the Mesa.

Kit Metzger
Flying M Ranch

.
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Diablo Trust President’s Report
By Mandy Roberts Metzger
DERRICK WIDMARK
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The Metzger and Prosser families have long talked about taking
a picnic lunch and a six-pack of beer to the bottom of Canyon
Diablo. There, they reason, the only agenda will be one of
friends getting together to enjoy the day. But for years Diablo
Trust meetings have taken precedence over this notion and the
neighboring ranchers’ meetings have taken place over tables
Mandy Roberts Metzger
at state, federal, and county offices, local restaurants and many
Diablo Truster’s homes. Occasionally, when one of their children graduates high school
or comes home for the holidays, the ranchers get together socially, but mostly their
friendship and cooperation has survived because of a shared value system and dedication
to the preservation of open spaces and healthy watersheds. Which is not especially
remarkable given the long tradition of rural families partnering across the West.

What is remarkable are all the other people who have been sitting in those Diablo Trust
meetings along with the ranchers for all these (fourteen and counting….) years: educators,
environmentalists, agency specialists, scientists, students, businessmen and women...
Sitting. Talking. Visioning. Planning. Building friendships and building the trust upon
which this collaborative effort and its products are based. Non-rancher hard work has
been long-term and consistent, with obviously worthwhile but hard-to-quantify ways to
measure the results of their participation. That is, until now. Because today, Diablo Trust
can claim the following measurable results:
Funding for 8,000 -12,000 acres of grassland restoration on National
Forest System land. Work will begin in early May (This is a cooperative
effort between the Diablo Trust, NRCS, Arizona Game & Fish, and the
Coconino National Forest. The story will be featured in our next,
Summer 2007, newsletter. Also, watch our calendar for a related “Day
on the Land” field trip.)
Continuing work on approximately 17,000 acres of state and private
lands creating wildlife corridors, diverse habitats and vegetation.
IMfoS - Continuing collaboration with Northern Arizona University,
Prescott College and local land management agencies to develop a
comprehensive monitoring system (IMfoS) that incorporates selected
ecological indicators as well as new approaches to assessing achievement
of social and economic goals. Measurable results include an extensive
data analysis in 2005, and subsequent analysis and reporting, providing
baseline data and guidance for a planned repeat data collection in 2008.
“Reflections of the Land” -- the Diablo Trust Forum for the Arts; the
return of our popular event with the first “Artists’ Day on the Land” set
for August 25th (see Rachel Wilson’s article on page 7)
Diablo Canyon Rural Planning Area Plan – the first of its kind in
Arizona, designed to “create a range of economic opportunities in
support of private landowners and traditional uses while preserving open
spaces for future generations.”
A new Diablo Trust informational PowerPoint presentation for use in
community, state and national speaking engagements
State, regional and national recognition for the Diablo Trust – eight
significant awards in 2006.
[cont’d on p. 10]

.

Page 10

Ground Truth -- Spring 2007

Upcoming Diablo Trust Events
May 11 -

Monthly Meeting: Wind & Biomass –
Diablo Trust Renewable Energy Projects
Coconino County Community Development Offices
10am – noon, 2500 N. Fort Valley Road, Flagstaff

June 23 - Annual Meeting: “Beyond Flagstaff – Visiting With Our Neighbors”
10am – noon, Starlight Pines Community Center, Blue Ridge
2pm – 4pm, Mormon Lake Fire Station, Mormon Lake
July 13 -

Day on the Land: Grassland Restoration on National Forest System Land
Meeting time and location to be determined

Aug 25 -

Artists’ Day on the Land &
Camp-out Under the Stars
Ashurst Run, Flying M
Please visit http://www.diablotrust.org/calendar/
for updates and details on all Diablo Trust events.

President’s Report

[cont’d from p. 9]

In addition, the Diablo Trust ranches are taking measurable steps to provide a renewable and
sustainable energy source to Flagstaff and communities far beyond. The proposed Sunshine
Wind Park, located primarily on Bar T Bar Ranch as well as Hopi and other private lands, is
being bid into the APS 2007 Renewables Request for Projects this spring. Sunshine was fully
permitted by Coconino County in 2005. If selected by APS, the project will generate up to 60
megawatts of capacity. This is equivalent to the average annual electricity needs of 14,000
homes.
Flying M Ranch is also exploring the feasibility of a wind energy facility on its lands.
Meteorological instrumentation is being installed to assess the wind quality and characteristics.
Both ranches are working with Foresight Energy. Jack Metzger and Kit Metzger will introduce
the Flying M wind project at our May 11 meeting. A field trip to the site will be planned for
this summer. In the meantime, if you would like more information on wind energy, please
visit www.awea.org .
The work that all of you have done with Diablo Trust matters in so many measurable ways:
healthy watersheds and wildlife habitat, open spaces, economic diversity, community
involvement, opportunities for outdoor recreation, and more…
So if and when the ranchers finally get around to that picnic at the bottom of Canyon Diablo,
my guess is that they will toast not only their friendship but their good fortune at having
partnered with so many productive collaborators on behalf of this land area which we all
value… beyond measure.

Diablo Trust
Monthly Meetings

All Diablo Trust meetings
are free & open to the public.
We generally meet on the
second Friday of every month,
but please check our online
calendar for exact meeting
times, locations and agendas.

You’re Invited!
Would you like to see a
particular topic discussed
at a monthly meeting?
Interested in joining one
of our working groups?
Looking to volunteer?
Just contact the office
at (928) 523-0588

Current Working
Groups & Chairs
Science & Monitoring
Tom Sisk & Norm Wallen
Land Projects
Bob Prosser & Jack Metzger
Education
Norm Lowe
Wildlife
Henry Provencio
Roads & Recreation
Judy Prosser
Artists
Rachel Wilson & Darcy Falk
Rural Planning
Bill Towler

.
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Views from the Ground
From the Diablo Trust Archives

Diana Metzger Kessler, on Flying M, around 1950

Herb Metzger (left) and Ernest Chilson at Moqui in 1983

Old manure spreader on Bar T Bar,
Summer Headquarters at Hay Lake

Sign on Cookhouse, Flying M Headquarters

Used horseshoes on the corral fence at Hay Lake

The old “stage stop” on Canyon Diablo,
Bar T Bar winter country

PHOTO CREDITS [LEFT TO RIGHT, TOP TO BOTTOM]: DIABLO TRUST ARCHIVE (1 & 2), JOHN ABER (3 - 6)
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Diablo Trust
PO Box 3058
Flagstaff, AZ 86003
www.diablotrust.org

“Learning from the land and sharing our knowledge… So there will always be a West”

What It Means to Support the Diablo Trust…


a national, state and local award winning, goal-directed group providing for open
space, watershed health and dark skies on a 426,000-acre working landscape



a land management team engaged in a deeply cooperative process involving
ranchers, environmentalists, university professors & researchers, students, local,
state & federal agencies, elected officials and other interested individuals



science & monitoring projects designed to provide information of value to
researchers, federal & state land managers and the historic working ranches that
are responsible for the day-to-day stewardship of our land



education & communication projects designed to disseminate knowledge about healthy rangeland stewardship and cooperative
conservation practices



land improvement projects, such as almost 80,000 acres of wildlife habitat and watershed restoration, installation of antelopefriendly fencing and juniper removal to restore grasslands



the exploration of a wide-range of sustainability issues, including the use of alternative energy sources and the establishment of a
'living laboratory' for assessing the feasibility of growing and marketing local foods

To support the Diablo Trust visit www.diablotrust.org or
send a check or money order to: Diablo Trust, PO Box 3058, Flagstaff, AZ 86003
In either case, please include your return address so that we can send you a tax-deductible receipt for your records,
and an email address if you would like to be added to our mailing list. We thank you for your support.

DERRICKWIDMARK
WIDMARK
DERRICK

When you donate to the Diablo Trust, you are supporting:

