double bloodroot, Sanguinaria canadensjs

! ‘Flore Pleno’, 15 o Very rare form, It o
i nature aqd is thus . natural rather than a human cultivar, But like many hybrids, i
terile, producing no fertile seed. It can, however, be reproduced by division, The double

m was first found by Guido von Webern in the woods on his property in Dayton, Ohio,
und 1915. He gave a division of the plant to E.H. Wilson, curator of the Arnold Arboretum
’ rvard University, and to Henry Teuscher. All surviving plants are thought to be descen
nts of Teuscher's specimen, as both the original plant and the division at the Arnold
etum died. Flore Pleno is a Latin phrase that denotes double flowers, The plant is
:‘;,i etimes identified as Sanguinaria canadensis 'Plena’ and as Sanguinaria canadensis
\ liplex'. In fact, there is a semi-double form which is properly Sanquinaria canadensis
ar. ‘Flore Pleno’ and a fully double form carries the rather unwieldy name, Sanguinaria
anadensis forma multiplex (Wilson) Weatherby. Nomenclature aside, the double form is
generally credited with being less evanescent and blooms for a week or more longer than
1€ single-flowered variety.

e modest donation of several plants that Teuscher made to Elsie Reford in 1941 is at the
00 of a collection that today numbers more than 300. They are displayed in what Elsie Reford
-al -_. “the Mound Garden,” a modest rockery in the Stream Garden. They emerge every
Pring without fail, invading the otherwise barren parterre and bursting forth with their

arge white double flowers. After they bloom, they disappear, although their stringy, bloody
: are visible and remain so for the entire summer. Some are also grown in the Reserve, a
art of the Gardens that serves as a nursery, where they are being propagated for sale. On
asion we bring them to the annual rare plant sale at the Montreal Botanical Garden ~ the
endez-vous horticole — where they are snapped up by eager Rl B ,gar(.jer.lers.

;' hat the bloodroot found a happy home in Grand-Metis is evident. Elsie’s c?hanes alllov:
15 o0 track her contentment: “May 20", 1942. Double Bloodroot. 5 buds sh0W|:18 ;)r:ogtaann
N me by Dr. Teuscher of the Botanical Gardens.” “June 13", 1943. Dolt:blleaitzogiven ke
bforgettabe picture.” “May 26", 1944. 16 exquisite flowers from.zu'il‘ma1 L:h el
Teuscher M.B.G. 2 years ago." And finally in 1957, S.he S ftiye SUn In Maryon's
: 3; temperature about 57 and ending with great glory in the SEt|0 - fully.out -
drden the double primroses in their pale moonlight yellow are a;;ffodils open up most
lanting, Opposite on the slope of Boris' Garden the John Evelydn' e morning sun. This
:,tlfully while on the Lily Bank some double Bloodroot opene ”miﬁS i

BVEr fails to moye one to the mysterious marvels of flowers... g fgd begging her to take
few years after his first visit and gift, Teuscher wrote E'S,;etzziirallgarde“- His own had
Cuttings of the progeny of his original donation for the- Oho 5. She happily sent some
He blameq the gardener, who had smothered them - pe; would have such im-
in Montreal. She could not have known that their exigz?gve of plants that brought
€€ to her gardens. But it is somehow ﬁtting.that It was her own garden and legacy.
together and played a pivotal role in preserving
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