
YOUR VOTE MATTERS!
DISTRICT 35 CITY COUNCIL CANDIDATE SPOTLIGHT
Dear Neighbors,

We want to take this opportunity to focus on the upcoming election, specifically the open seat of  Council Member for District 35, 
New York City Council.

Our organizations exist to serve you and the rest of  the Fort Greene and Clinton Hill communities. We believe that your participation 
is critical in this year's primary election on June 22, 2021. The City Council affects our lives everyday, through legislation and how the 
city’s budget is allocated to various agencies like the Department of  Sanitation, NYC Parks, and NYPD. The District 35 New York 
City Council Member offers you the most direct access to local government. This is why your vote matters. Who you choose as the 
next District 35 City Council Member impacts you directly, and us all!

We invited all of  the New York City Council District 35 candidates to meet with us to discuss their views on parks and open spaces. 
This newspaper shares the views of  the five candidates who met with us. As stewards of  public space, we asked specific questions 
related to funding, maintenance, and programming for parks and open spaces. You will find each candidate's responses in the follow-
ing pages of  this publication. We sincerely thank the candidates for taking the time to join us.

Best regards,

Christina Chavez  Rosamond Fletcher   Kesha Morse   Chad Purkey    René Scotland
Executive Director  Executive Director     Member    Executive Director    Leader
FAB Fulton   Fort Greene Park     Friends of           Myrtle Avenue        Friends of
     Conservancy        Commodore        Brooklyn Partnership    Commodore
                   Barry Park         Barry Park

Learn more about the candidates running for City Council in District 35

During the pandemic, the Fort Greene community has used its public spaces, more than ever, as a refuge 
and a place to safely connect with others. How do you plan to support and sustain the increase usage?
Renee Collymore: I have already be-
gun to support and sustain the usage 
of  our parks by one of  my success-
ful efforts recently and actually being 
able to get the City of  New York to 
move on something that’s very im-
portant to our neighbors here in Fort 
Greene. I was able to secure funding 
from the Brooklyn Borough Presi-
dent’s Office for an upgraded and 
renovated restroom.* The restroom 
on the north side of  the park has been 
the same way, since, I think the Com-
missioner said 1950’s. So, it’s just time 
for a change, it’s time for upgrade, 
it’s time to make sure that everyone 
is in a safe and healthy place. The re-
stroom on the Myrtle Avenue side is 
really important—the call to have an 
upgrade is important because number 
one, we have a pandemic going on. 
We must make sure that our residents 
are healthy and we want to make sure 
that the people who utilize that park 
who live in the public housing across  
the street are able to come and use 
a restroom that’s clean and that’s re-
spectable and that has dignity; so that 
when they go back across the street 
and get into the elevators, we don’t  

Curtis Harris: The pandemic has 
been difficult for all of  us. Parks and 
open spaces have been a refuge and 
actually have helped us from going 
insane and have literally saved many 
businesses. Vanderbilt Ave., we have 
Open Streets and the business com-
munity is able to come out on a reg-
ular basis and survive. I know busi-
nesses that have gone out of  business 
and it’s been very difficult for anyone 
not to support what we’re trying to 
do during this pandemic, especially 
would be tantamount to criminal. And 
I just need you to understand that I 
am with you 100%, 1,000%. I will be 
speaking with all of  the stakeholders 
as often as possible to get your ideas, 
the most important thing I can stress 
to you now is that I’m a leader, but I 
lead from the side, not  from in front. 
I need people to lead with, not lead, 
to lead with. I’m so honored to be 
with all of  you, because all of  you are 
leaders. So we can come together—
I can seek your advice your counsel 
and then implement the best decision 
based upon the advice that I get from 
you all. So that is what I hope you un-
derstand about me, I don’t make

Michael Hollingsworth: One of  
the fascinating things about last year’s 
quarantine was as soon as the quaran-
tine was lifted, everyone flooded our 
green spaces. So I think we’re actu-
ally in a good place now where people 
are remembering how important not 
green spaces are. There’s a renewed 
value to green spaces in the city, so 
I think we have public opinion on 
our side, which is good. Most big cit-
ies spend somewhere between like 1 
to 2% of  their city budgets on parks, 
I believe the city spends just under 
0.6%, so we don’t spend enough, ob-
viously, and I think that should be a 
priority this June—for this current 
City Council to increase the amount 
of  money we spend on our parks and 
if  it isn’t—if  they don’t prioritize it the 
next City Council definitely should in 
next year’s budget, but it should be on 
the agenda this year. So, that’s the first 
step, we need to increase the budget 
allocation for parks. When we do in-
crease the budget, we need to make 
sure that the money actually goes into 
things like ensuring that the basic in-
frastructure is ready to handle the in-
creased amount of  folks who are

Crystal Hudson: In so many cases 
that pandemic has shown us what is 
possible in a lot of  different ways. 
So even thinking about remote work 
or working from home or learning 
from home, I think so many people 
have been told for a long time what 
hasn’t been possible and how they 
must come into the office and so 
forth. I think use of  our public spac-
es is no different. Where people have 
used public spaces in ways that they 
haven’t thought about using them 
before and have really relied on our 
public spaces in more ways than we 
have traditionally or thought perhaps 
where it was possible. So, for me it’s 
really important to increase funding 
for public spaces and the Parks De-
partment as well. What we saw hap-
pen last year with the budget was that 
agencies like the Parks Department, 
like Sanitation were cut. I don’t think 
that those should have been some of  
the first places that we looked to cut 
funding from. Not only do I want to 
make those agencies whole, but also 
expand funding for a lot of  the won-
derful programming that you all have 
mentioned— that you’re a part of.

Hector Robertson: If  you plan 
for cars and traffic, you get cars and 
traffic; but if  you plan for people in 
spaces, you should be able to make 
that possible for them. I think that 
the best way to actually maintain that 
is to—you need to get the commu-
nity involved in the planning of  open 
spaces within our own communities. 
More than likely following compre-
hensive approach to develop and 
enhance and manage those public 
spaces with whatever funding that we 
get as City Council Members to make 
sure that those spaces can continue 
to thrive for people, because after 
this pandemic, people are going to 
want to actually have those breathing 
rooms. They’re going to want to have 
to find places where they can actu-
ally begin connecting again with their 
neighbors, and so I will definitely 
work with the leadership that is avail-
able to me, within the City Council 
to  make sure that any funding, even 
with the speaker, any funding that’s 
available to continue expanding these 
parks and maintaining these parks.

Produced by:
Vol. One, Issue One

June 2021

Continued on Page 2



DISTRICT 35 CITY COUNCIL CANDIDATE SPOTLIGHT

Page 2

Renee Collymore: want any-
one to be close and be sick be-
cause of  an unclean bathroom 
that was just right across the 
street. We want everyone to 
have the opportunity to fight 
off  COVID, just like everyone 
else, even when it comes to our 
restrooms. It may sound small 
to others, but a clean restroom 
and an upgraded restroom is 
something that is needed be-
cause public restrooms are hard 
and rare in New York City to 
come by and nice ones, espe-
cially are very rare. So, we want 
to continue to support that ef-
fort and to sustain our parks to 
increase usage. And by the way, 
when there’s a clean restroom, 
and a dignified restroom, 
something that is usable, that 
will increase the usage of  our 
parks. I know because I have 
been dealing with many of  the 
people right across the street, 
for many, many years. As you 
may know, I was elected demo-
cratic District Leader and State 
Committee Member for a few 
years. I was elected to serve the 
Democratic Party of  Brook-
lyn, where I served as Trea-
surer as well. I spend a lot of  
times in our community meet-
ing and greeting many people 
and making sure that we hear 
the voices of  the people. One 
of  the things is that our senior 
citizens were very resistant to 
going into the parks because 
they did not want to go and 
stay for five minutes and they 
have to go back across the 
street because they have to 
use the restroom. So, now that 
we’re going to have a great rest-
room, it’s going to increase our 
population in the park, where 
people can have a little longer 
time to enjoy themselves in 
Fort Greene Park. I’m proud 
of  that and I am so thrilled. 
*Borough President Adams 
wrote a letter indicating he 
would allocate capital fund-
ing to the restroom in Fort 
Greene Park. NYC’s Fiscal 
Year 2022 budget has yet to 
be finalized.

Curtis Harris: decisions in 
a vacuum. I don’t make deci-
sions just considering me. No, 
I’m beyond ego. I’m a father 
of  six children, you have to 
consider others, so I would 
definitely consider all of  you 
and all the stakeholders that 
my decisions will impact as 
City Council Member.

Michael Hollingsworth: go-
ing to be using the parks; so 
infrastructure for sure, sanita-
tion—making sure the bath-
rooms are clean and then also 
making sure we have sufficient 
maintenance staff  at all of  the 
sites is going to be crucial as 
well. Making sure that we have 
the proper staffing levels and 
then we also need to look at 
increasing the capital. Not only 
is it preserving the parks that 
we have, which is important, 
but with our capital budget, 
we should also start thinking 
about new areas where we can 
expand green spaces. Whether 
it’s community gardens, new 
parks, expanding existing 
parks—that’s going to be cru-
cial too.

Crystal Hudson: I started 
Greater Prospect Heights 
Mutual Aid at the start of  the 
pandemic really because I was 
concerned about my older 
neighbors in particular. I was 
the caregiver for my mother 
who had Alzheimer’s Disease 
for the past eight years. So, I 
was really worried about older 
neighbors and if  we’re telling 
them to stay at home to stay 
safe, how would they get ac-
cess to their prescriptions and 
groceries and things like that? 
I’ve done some work also with 
the Fort Greene Clinton Hill 
Mutual Aid organization and 
so I’m intimately familiar with 
the ways in which Mutual Aid 
organizations across the city 
have provided real, tangible 
support for so many people. 
I also want to see those agen-
cies or organizations funded. 
I think there has to be a way 

that allows mutual aid organi-
zations to exist the way they 
have been existing, which is 
not as nonprofit organizations. 
The way we currently fund 
programs like that would be 
through like a nonprofit orga-
nization or some sort of  pass 
through or sponsor. I want to 
ensure that we can keep the 
integrity of  mutual aid orga-
nizations and so I’m not look-
ing to create to turn them into 
nonprofit organizations in 
order to receive funding, but 
rather to keep the truly mutual 
and local and community cen-
tered aspects of  them intact. 
I think we have to be creative 
and innovative in the ways in 
which we’re actually thinking 
about the possibility of  those 
things. I think the pandemic 
has allowed us to see things 
and do things in new ways 
that we didn’t perhaps think 
were possible before. Funding 
is big, but I think it’s beyond 
just the city agencies and its 
funding actual programming 
and services and resources and 
organizations that are doing 
the work and providing sup-
port that government, quite 
frankly, hasn’t provided for so 
many people. That includes, 
of  course, with funding, would 
be maintenance. Ensuring that 
those public spaces have every-
thing they need, and all the re-
sources they need and are well 
kept, so that we can continue 
to use them in their full glory. I 
think also encouraging people 
to continue to use public space 
is also a part of  it. Our pub-
lic spaces and parks and Open 
Streets are all here for all of  us 
to use.

Hector Robertson: I think 
that the key here is to just sim-
ply work with the leadership in 
the community to actually re-
ally expand park availability for 
everyone.

Continued from Page 1

As you know,  the city created a number of  programs 
to open up our public spaces even more through the 
Open Streets program, to open up pedestrian space 
on the streets, open restaurants to have outdoor 
dining on sidewalks and in the road bed. Do you 
support making those programs permanent going 
forward? And, if  so, how do you envision working 
with the diverse group of  stakeholders that we have 
in the neighborhood?
Renee Collymore: I totally support Open 
Streets. When I go and travel internationally, 
I don't like some of  the times, that there are 
some places that kind of  do things a little dif-
ferent and it’s so trendy and nice, and we're so 
far behind in New York City. Our city is not as 
progressive as we tend to think. When I travel, 
I see things that would not even be thought of  
here. I don't like that we are on the bottom of  
the list sometimes in certain areas of  building 
and developing and new ideas. So, Open Streets 
is wonderful, I think we need to make sure ev-
eryone is safe, though. We need to have more 
precautions that keep everyone safe. I don't like 
when I see news reports that show cars driving 
into the open streets or where the restaurants 
are, hurting people and killing individuals. It’s 
hurtful to me to watch that. So, I know that we 
need to make sure that we pull our reins on the 
safety measures to make sure that we have ev-
ery way possible to keep lives. Lives. We need 
our lives to be alive. Also, how do we deal with 
people who are stakeholders in our community? 
Who some are for, some against. We have to 
bring people to the table, we have to show them 
examples of  how this can work, everyone is not 
going to agree with every idea. We know that 
this is New York City. I'm not you, you're not 
me. My likes may not be your likes, but it's our 
job to have everyone come sit down to explain 
what it's going to be, or what it could be like 
and then open up with ideas. It's about working 
together. This is not about one person making a 
plan, this is about us planning with the people. 
So, our voices have to be heard; democracy is 
what it's all about. It's a coming together of  
ideas, it’s the coming together of  people who 
love our community, who want to have an input 
and that is extremely important. That's what a 
lot of  times New York City does not do. Some-
times it's a smokescreen. We act as if  we are 
including people, but we're really not. We don't 
want to work on another agenda, we want to 
be open and transparent and let people know, 
“Hey, there's a plan on the table. What do you 
guys think?” We need to have every opportunity 
to hear the voices. I don't care if  we have to 
have district town hall meetings once a month, 
if  I have to come as your elected official to your 
meeting every single week. This is what is called 
for, this is what the job calls for. It entails strong 
leadership, people who can say, “Okay, guys on 
this side come on. Guys on this side. Come on.” 
Let's talk about it, let's make it through, let's 
make it work.

Curtis Harris: As long as the pandemic is here 
and public health is exposed, then definitely, 
without a doubt. As I mentioned before, this is 
a matter of  survival of  our business community 
and the families that they’re supporting. So it's 
not an option, as far as I'm concerned—this is 
something that we have to do.  Not only that, 
but the city and the elected officials should be 
looking for new and imaginative ways to assist 
you to help increase your productivity, increase 
your progress, and increase your business. And 
most importantly, increase the return to the 
community. During this pandemic, more than 
anytime, it's opened our eyes to the reality that 
we need each other. We really do, and this is not 
simply a song and a dance. I need you as much 
as you need me.

Michael Hollingsworth: We should definitely 

make Open Streets permanent, but I'll touch on 
that in a minute. First, I want to say that the in-
tention of  Open Streets was good, right? Open 
Streets has been a lifesaver for a lot of  small 
businesses, restaurants, bars during COVID-19. 
For the areas where it's been successfully imple-
mented, it's allowed folks to still have a sense of  
community; however, moving forward we need 
to have conversations about what's working and 
what isn’t. I'll give you an example, the Prospect 
Heights part of  the district, Open Streets takes 
place on Vanderbilt Ave., which is a huge thor-
oughfare. The majority of  both business own-
ers and residents that I've talked to are happy 
with it, there are some who aren’t. So that's on 
Vanderbilt. On the one street over on Washing-
ton Ave., residents and business owners aren't 
happy with Open Streets because a lot of  that 
traffic is being diverted over on to Washington. 
So I think it's important for us to the first ad-
mit that the idea was good, but moving forward 
if  we're going to make it permanent, we have 
to think about ways that it's more equitable for 
neighborhoods to make sure that everybody's 
voice is being heard and that one thoroughfare 
of  residents and business owners aren't being 
disadvantaged, while another is doing really 
well. So I think it's important that we realize 
that and that we take that into account as we 
move forward. Also there's a bit of  a—we’d be 
disingenuous if  we didn't ignore—there’s also 
sort of  a racial and economic piece to this as 
well. So the next city government has to tackle 
that as well. I personally would be the sort of  
City Council Member who wants to invest in 
sort of  a more proactive organizing at the staff  
level so then I can then leverage the City Coun-
cil Office to do proper outreach to affected resi-
dents and neighborhoods to make sure that the 
program is working in a way that benefits the 
entire neighborhood, not just certain sections. 
Not every street is going to be a good fit for 
Open Streets, so we need to realize that as well. 
There are some things that needs to sort of  be 
changed in terms of  how they're administered. 
Right now if  a business owner wants to expand 
outdoor space, they have to get approval from 
the landlord. I'm not sure if  that's the best way 
to do it. If  there's an easier way for them to di-
rectly go through the city to do that, I think that 
should be what we do. What I like to tell people 
about my overall thoughts on Open Streets is, 
we need to get back to a place where—so when 
I was growing up like it was not uncommon to 
have block parties and Welcome Back to Brook-
lyn Day festival where they closed off  huge por-
tions of  streets. We need to get this back in this 
district, in the city where we start to understand 
that streets are not just for cars alone. Streets 
belong to cyclists, pedestrians, they belong to all 
of  us. There are a multitude of  uses that we can 
use our streets for other than just driving and 
parking. I think that's how we should start to 
frame Open Streets moving forward.

Crystal Hudson: I'm absolutely supportive 
of  making Open Streets permanent. We also 
need to expand Open Streets, so that they are 
present in Black and Brown neighborhoods. 
In particular, Open Streets also needs to be a 
funded program, so that we are not relying on 
the goodwill of  our neighbors to man the barri-
cades and stuff  like that. I've heard from people 
who are volunteers who've been cursed out by 
drivers who want to go down a particular street. 

Ranked Choice Voting Explained
Here’s a brief  synopsis to help explain how 
ranked choice voting works: 
Let’s say that you and your friends got together, but no one 
can decide on what to choose for dinner. Everyone can agree 
that they will go with the most popular option. (Follow along 
with the diagram below.)

Given the amount of  food options, there isn’t an option 
with at least 51% of  the votes during the first round of  
voting. The option with the least amount of  votes gets 
eliminated from the list of  options. If  you chose option 1, 
your second choice gets added to the total of  the remain-
ing options. This repeats again until an option receives a 
majority of  votes.

Photo courtesy FAB Fulton, NYC DDC

Find more information about ranked choice voting here:  
https://vote.nyc/page/ranked-choice-voting
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I just don't think that should 
be the job of  regular people. 
We should have trained folks. 
I think that also creates anoth-
er job opportunity for people 
who have perhaps lost their 
job in the past year. I don't 
think it's something, just to be 
clear, I don't think it's some-
thing that requires policing. It 
just requires training to ensure 
that people are equipped with 
all the resources they might 
need to have those types of  
conversations. That brings me 
sort of  to the second piece of  
your question, which is, you're 
always going to have folks who 
are unhappy with anything, 
right? Any program, any pro-
posal, anything that's new any 
change to the way things have 
been done. It's important to 
hear those people and to sort 
of  meet those people where 
they are and bring them in and 
really get to the core issue of  
why it is they are opposed to 
Open Streets. I've heard from 
people, from constituents and 
neighbors who are in oppo-
sition to Open Streets and I 
have always been very clear in 
my support for Open Streets, 
but I think at least with one 
of  the people I've talked with 
the real concern was that they 
were inconvenienced, right? 
They were trying to go some-
where, they didn't know about 
Open Streets and they got de-
toured and just spent way too 

much time trying to get back 
to wherever they were trying 
to go. That in and of  itself, 
for me, is not an argument for 
why we shouldn't have Open 
Streets. I think that just goes 
back to making everything 
easier for all of  us. Whether 
you're utilizing Open Streets as 
a pedestrian or cyclist or some-
body with a stroller or whatev-
er. We need to make sure that 
the ways in which the signage 
and the traffic flow and all of  
that is clear and easy for drivers 
to also circumvent. That is a 
challenge that government has 
always had, which is commu-
nicating. That's something we 
can all relate to in the past year, 
whether you have school aged 
children or you're trying to get 
the vaccine. It felt like govern-
ment was so incredibly inac-
cessible and you couldn't get 
the information that you were 
looking to get. We just need to 
be very clear in our messaging, 
we need to make it so that de-
tours are easy to find and that 
people know exactly how to 
get around Open Streets. They 
know from which block to the 
next block is closed off, where 
they can have alternate routes. 
These issues are all solvable is-
sues, and I do think it's impor-
tant to hear from those folks to 
make sure that their concerns 
are part of  the process in mak-
ing Open Streets accessible for 
everyone.

Hector Robertson: Well, as 
we all know, a true open space 
street is actually something that 
is designed for 24/7 implemen-
tation; however, we live in New 
York, so a lot of  things needs 
to really take into account as 
to how you implement that. I 
think that has worked fine so 
far in the midst of  this pan-
demic and a permanent open 
street is not something that 
I'm opposed to because I think 
that it has its benefits. The only 
thing that I will do is make sure 
that the merchants are able to 
get their supplies, that they're 
not—the open street is not im-
peding them from those deliv-
eries that they need to actually 
run their businesses. So short 
of  that, I think that it's been 
working fine for restaurants. I 
think that there is a great dy-
namic and now that the CDC 
has actually said that you don't 
have to wear a mask when 
you’re outside. I think that this 
is even going to increase the 
number of  restaurants, that 
may definitely be taking advan-
tage of  these open street pro-
grams that will actually draw 
more people to their business-
es. So I am very much in favor 
of  it and I think that as long as 
it helps the business along our 
district, and they can recover 
from this pandemic, I think 
that this is something that I 
will support.

Photo courtesy Friends of  Commodore Barry  Park

If  elected to City Council District 35, do you plan 
to support the creation of  new parks, new public 
plazas, and new dog runs to alleviate intense usage 
of  existing public spaces in the neighborhood?
Renee Collymore: Listen, I’m a new 
mother of  a beautiful hound, okay? I 
just got a rescue dog, you cannot tell 
me about a dog run when I want a dog 
run on every street. Yes, I do support 
a dog run and I’ve been campaigning 
about this. We need a dog run and the 
dogs in our district have their own 
population, as you must know. So go-
ing into Fort Greene Park in the morn-
ing is like a whole other city. We love 
our pets—and when I was a little girl, 
I had two little poodles and when one 
passed away, I was devastated and I 
couldn’t get another dog. So now my 
fiancé bought me a dog, I was very, 
very pleased to know that we have the 
opportunity to have more ideas and to 
create more ways for people to have a 
good time. Listen, our pets—especially 
my pet—he’s a baby. So, he needs more 
freedom to run around; so I do support 
dog runs and certainly I do support 
more plazas and new parks. Because, 
as you know, Fort Greene Park is get-
ting very, very crowded. I’m born and 
raised here and my family has been here 
since 1940. Generations of  my family 
has grown up going and utilizing Fort 
Greene Park. So, when I go there now 
I’m like, “WOW! Look at the people.” 
I remember when it wasn’t all of  that, 
I remember when it was a small major-
ity of  people in the park and not that 
many people, but we kept it going and 
I’m proud of  that. That we kept it go-
ing and that’s what it’s about. It’s about 
the community keeping things going 
even when it’s rough. Even when it’s 
not a lot of  folks, it’s just a few people 
where we’re putting forth our efforts 
to keep up beautiful park going. So, 
we need extra little parks on the side, 
and you know I have a way; as Council 
Member, being in charge of  land use 
and budgeting, that’s one of  our most 
important roles being elected to this 
position. We would want to acquire 
the funding that we need, and I know 
that I can do that through the capital 
budgeting; because if  I can ensure a 
bathroom for a city park, I know that 
I can get that job done because it’s not 
easy getting the City of  New York to 
do anything. It is not easy, and I was 
able to get that task done in about 9 to 
10 months. That’s because of  my ex-
perience, being elected, understanding 
how to negotiate understanding, how 
to get along and rally our support a 
base and rally our elected to get the job 
done, to bring the idea and the impor-
tance of  why we need this. Apparently, 
we do live in a district that has many 
people, we have many pets, we have 
many people who love to be outside; 
especially when it’s warm. We need ex-
tra places that we can go, for instance, 
we have our city owned vacant lots. I 
need any city owned vacant lots here 
that we can utilize and that will be un-
der the leadership of  someone who 
understands that we can you do that 
and as the City Council Member, land 
use, again, will be the way to do that.

Curtis Harris: Yes, I am looking so 
forward to capital funding to enhance 
the quality of  parks and open spaces 
to help people bounce back or become 

resilient to what’s going on with this 
pandemic. A lot of  people are at their 
wit’s end with sheltering in place, chil-
dren in school at home and now back 
in the building, back at home, back in 
the building. We need a source of  ref-
uge, a sense of  normalcy and our parks 
and open spaces encouraged mental 
health, social health, social well being. 
Many of  us, I don’t own one now, but 
many of  us are dog owners. A lot of  
us have pets, who are more family than 
some family, and we have to provide 
to them.

Michael Hollingsworth: The answer 
is yes. I guess I could leave it there, but 
I’ll try to expound on that a little bit. I 
didn’t get to touch on this in my intro, 
but I grew up with asthma. I still have 
asthma. When I was a kid there are 
only a couple of  places that I felt like I 
could actually breathe and run around 
like a little kid. One was Prospect Park 
and one was the Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden. I also didn’t get to mention, 
currently I’m apart of  a lawsuit where 
I’m trying to stop a luxury develop-
ment that threatens the Brooklyn Bo-
tanic Garden. It’s a huge building, it’ll 
be 40 stories. It will end up shading the 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden, destroying 
a couple of  greenhouses. One of  the 
reasons why I feel strongly about, that 
is because of  my history growing up as 
a kid having access when it used to be 
free, seven days a week. So I come to 
the role as a member of  City Council 
caring deeply about parks. It’s not just 
lip service for me. I know the impor-
tance of  green spaces—just so you can 
live a healthy life. So that’s extremely 
important for me. Yeah, we definitely 
need to increase capital funding like I 
said earlier. When we increase the bud-
get for our parks we can increase op-
erations for the Parks Department; but 
then the next piece would be increasing 
the capital budget so we can do things 
like create new parks, improve the ex-
isting infrastructure in existing parks. I 
think I go further than a lot of  other 
people because one of  my big things is, 
I want us to also start looking at the use 
of  eminent domain. Blighted lots that 
just sit empty for years and years—see 
if  we can use eminent domain to con-
vert those into either parks or commu-
nity gardens that can benefit the entire 
community. Through legislation, we 
need to do things like making sure that 
we protect existing community gar-
dens. One thing that’s been happening 
throughout the city over the past few 
years are luxury developers destroying 
community gardens because they want 
to build luxury housing. The next City 
Council should make it a priority to 
pass legislation that protects commu-
nity gardens from luxury development. 
It’s another way to ensure that our 
neighborhoods remain green. I guess 
I’m just sort of  like old school, I want 
parks to be parks. I don’t want us to be 
paving over grass, I don’t want us to 
be tearing down trees. I think it’s what 
makes it different for me. It’s personal. 
I just know deeply the importance of  
protecting and expanding our green 
spaces, especially in a city like this; es-

pecially in the borough like Brooklyn, 
which I believe has the second highest 
rate of  asthma, right after the Bronx. 
It’s crucial.

Crystal Hudson: Yes, I think the dog 
parks and dog runs are a big thing. 
We’ve seen beyond just the District 
35 and across the city, where we’ve 
even seen more people adopting pets 
and getting pets that didn’t have them 
before. We need space for our four-
legged friends and their companions 
and we just don’t have enough of  that 
space. If  we are looking to the future 
and we’re looking to continue to have 
a city or to create and build a city that 
is open and is accessible to all of  us, 
then I think we have to really think 
about building for the future and cre-
ating for the future; that includes the 
ability for people to take their dogs out 
and have lots of  space for them and 
options. People frequent Mount Pros-
pect Park, people utilize Fort Greene 
Park in the early mornings and I think 
those options are great to have; but we 
shouldn’t be limited to just like 6 am 
to 9 am or whatever the hours are. We 
should have more options than just 
having to go to like two or three various 
locations. I absolutely support that. We 
need to create space and find opportu-
nities and places to create those spaces. 
One idea that I have is as part of  the 
land use and development process is to 
bring everybody together and to come 
up with a list of  priorities for District 
35. When we’re thinking about build-
ing in District 35, we are saying, “Here 
are the list of ”—could be 20 things, 
can be 50 things, 150 things, whatever 
that list is, right? We collectively and 
collaboratively as a community come 
up with that list of  priorities. Within 
that list of  priorities, we might say 
we create a threshold for developers, 
if  you don’t hit at least 30% or 80% 
or whatever that number is that we all 
come up with together, then you’re not 
going to get approved to build in the 
District, and on that list of  priorities 
would be things like: creating publicly 
accessible green space, creating dog 
runs creating X acres of  parks, school 
seats, whatever it may be. Those are 
the things that we would be building 
for and be building towards and so I 
think that’s just one way that we can 
identify spaces and places that we can 
actually start to build and incorporate 
green space, open space public space, 
dog runs, all of  that, gardens into our 
built environment for the future.

Hector Robertson: Well, this is what 
capital budget is its intended to do, 
right? It’s intended to give the City 
Council representatives, the ability to 
be able to use those funds for those 
very same purposes, infrastructure, fa-
cilities within the park systems them-
selves, and in park improvements. So 
yes, we can use our capital budget for 
that. I will definitely use my capital 
budget to actually increase the existing 
public spaces that may require some 
improvement or expansion for the use 
of  the community.

The Fulton Area Business Alliance (FAB FULTON) 
is a non-profit organization that advocates for and 
collaborates with small businesses and property 
owners along Fulton Street in Brooklyn’s neighbor-
hoods of  Fort Greene and Clinton Hill to maintain 
a safe, clean, and welcoming community while se-
curing resources and partnerships for initiatives that 
enhance and promote the district. FAB FULTON 
is one of  New York City’s 76 Business Improve-
ment Districts (also known as BIDs) that acts as a 
liaison between the City government and neighbor-
hood while supplementing the support that the City 
government provides to these areas. fabfulton.org

The Fort Greene Park Conservancy provides pro-
gramming, maintenance, and advocacy to preserve 
and nourish Fort Greene Park as a community re-
source and public space for all New Yorkers for 
generations to come. Our values of  celebrating and 
sustaining the diverse culture of  Fort Greene, its 
rich history, and the park's natural assets guide our 
stewardship of  the park. fortgreenepark.org

The Friends of  Commodore Barry Park’s mission 
is to be the catalyst to build excitement in the park 
through programming initiatives and support for 
community projects. We strongly believe in One 
Park, One People. facebook.com/FOCBPark

The Myrtle Avenue Brooklyn Partnership fosters 
an inclusive vibrant community anchored by Myrtle 
Avenue. We do this by engaging and supporting our 
neighbors, cultivating partnerships, building com-
munity capacity, identifying needs and providing 
services that connect our neighbors to resources 
and opportunities. The Partnership is comprised of  
two entities, the Myrtle Avenue Revitalization Proj-
ect LDC (MARP) and the Myrtle Avenue Brooklyn 
Business Improvement District (BID). The Myrtle 
Avenue Brooklyn Business Improvement District 
(BID) supports a vibrant, neighborhood commer-
cial corridor that serves a diverse community of  
property owners, businesses, residents, workers, and 
visitors. The BID does this by maintaining a clean 
and safe environment, marketing district assets, ad-
vocating for our small business community, planning 
& undertaking urban improvements, producing cul-
tural and community programming, and promoting 
local hiring. myrtleavenue.org

Who We Are
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Renee Collymore: Our role 
should be simple, there's 
something in city government 
that we have now called par-
ticipatory budgeting. We need 
to utilize that on other levels, 
not just for what we want just 
plainly with the City Council—
with this type of  city funding, 
but we can use that format and 
that model to be able to acquire 
what we need from the capi-
tal budget as well. If  there's a 
plan for something major, we 
should be able to come to-
gether and do the same thing 
as the participatory budget-
ing; however, it should be that, 
it should not be city planning 
just alone, but it should be 
community planning. Com-
munity planning is crucial. The 
residents of  our district and 
residents of  our city—we out 
we actually outnumber the city 
officials, therefore, our voices 
are more powerful than this, 
than city government. ULURP 
needs to be reformed, I think 
many people and understand 
that. The ULURP process is 
broken. ULURP needs to sim-
ply be consolidated and not 
be on so many different levels 
of  procedure, documents, and 
the like. New York City, we're 
the only city—that I believe 
that, we do not have a com-
prehensive plan. What I have 
look come to learn going to so 
many public hearings and all 
of  these things is that it's re-
ally not democratic. I under-
stand that the people's voices 
on really truly not heard or not 
respected in the ULURP pro-
cess. People feel like that we’re 
being planned on and not plan 
with. People want to feel in-
cluded, so we have to make a 
greater effort to support the 
residents who live here and to 
make sure that our voices are 
taken seriously. We have to 
make sure that our voices are 

heard, and not just heard for 
the three minutes that they give 
us and they going to do what 
they're going to do anyway. 
I've been to countless ULURP 
meetings, I've been to count-
less you know public hearings 
and it's all the same. I don't 
think I've ever seen one differ-
ent. All of  my years of  being 
elected, being in a community 
fighting with issues, standing 
with the people—our resi-
dents, our small business own-
ers, our parks, our schools, our 
hospitals. I’ve seen it all and 
it's all has been the same. So, 
change has to come at some 
point. That's why I'm running 
for City Council to represent 
you in City Hall, so the change 
to really become. I’m going to 
say this, one more time, when 
we worked on that bathroom, 
that was what change is. A 
bathroom from the 1950s and 
no improvement from that 
time. This is what I'm talk-
ing about change, you have to 
have someone who's able to 
make that change and be seri-
ous about it. There were times 
I was out in the street handing 
out flyers alone because I'm 
serious about what I'm saying 
and what I'm doing. So, my 
one man show for a few days, 
sometimes by myself, that was 
able to get us the funding for 
that bathroom and that's what 
it's about.

Curtis Harris: Someone from 
this group, if  not all of  you, 
would be on my staff  when 
it comes to making decisions 
regarding capital projects be-
cause what better people to 
help advise me than actual 
leaders in the community. It's 
a huge district, 160–-170,000 
people, five major communi-
ties. I need great leaders, but 
I'm not afraid of  leadership. 
I'm not afraid of  strong peo-

ple. I will surround myself  with 
the strongest people I can find, 
with the smartest people I can 
find, with the people who are 
very dedicated to our commu-
nity. The current land use pro-
cess favors developers and I'm 
against that because it cancels 
out green spaces. I was a mem-
ber of  Community Board 8 for 
about 7 years and I sat on the 
Housing and Land Use Com-
mittee of  Community Board 
8. I saw that it was developer 
dominated. Developers domi-
nate the ULURP process and 
I think that's totally unfair. It 
discounts our—when I say 
our, I mean the community—
our desires, our hopes, and our 
dreams for our community be-
cause you have a deep pocket, 
you can come in—I'm speak-
ing about a developer; because 
you have a deep pocket, you 
feel that you can come in and 
build whatever you want to 
build. NO—I’m sorry. I'm not 
against development per se, 
but if  it pushes out community 
input, I will always stand with 
the community, always.

Michael Hollingsworth: This 
is something else I don't shy 
away from. I think that our 
process is broken. ULURP 
is fundamentally broken, I 
think it needs to be scrapped 
completely. Anyone who goes 
around saying things like, 
“We need to revise or revamp 
ULURP.”, I don't think they're 
being serious or have ever been 
on the receiving end of  a bad 
deal or process. Under the cur-
rent status quo that we live on 
the right now, communities 
have zero leverage against de-
velopers, as long as the devel-
opers have ULURP in the back 
pocket or is an escape hatch; 
and our city has zero incentive 
to actually do the hard work 
of  long term planning as long 

as we have ULURP—they can 
keep outsourcing the respon-
sibility to developers. Our city 
is also one of  the only ma-
jor cities that has never had a 
comprehensive citywide plan-
ning process and I think that's 
what's needed now more than 
ever. If  we had something like 
that, it would ensure that you 
could plan exclusively in the 
public interest. Developers and 
corporations wouldn't have a 
seat at the head of  the table 
like they do now. We can fa-
cilitate community based plan-
ning. We can prioritize things 
that are important to us like cli-
mate justice and sustainable in-
frastructure. We can undo rac-
ist inequities that we lived with 

forever. We can encourage cre-
ation and preservation of  sus-
tainable housing, to promote 
worker cooperatives, plan for 
climate resilience. So that's sort 
of  the way I envision planning 
for the city moving forward—
a way where we actually take 
back control of  what gets de-
veloped in our in our commu-
nities. I also think, as it relates 
to parks, with a proper citywide 
comprehensive plan, we would 
account for green space when 
we're thinking about how we 
build moving forward. We'd 
say, “Oh we're going to have 
X amount of  people.” If  City 
Planning is done right, one of  
the things you're supposed to 
do is to plan for X amount of  

kids, so you know how many 
schools seat you'll need to 
build in new areas and etc. If  
we had a proper comprehen-
sive citywide plan, we can also 
use that to incorporate how 
much green space we're build-
ing moving forward; start to 
require some of  these devel-
opers to build adequate green 
space to meet the demand for 
the growing population. Yeah, 
I just think ULURP doesn't 
work. When you've been on 
the other side, it's not work-
ing for us. I don't think it was 
really designed to work for us 
to be quite honest, so in some 
ways it's working exactly as it is 
intended it to.
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What are your ideas for ensuring that the community has an adequate voice and decision making authority 
in City capital projects? And also private development projects? Would you propose or are you supportive of  
any changes to the city’s land use processes?

Photo courtesy of  Myrtle Avenue Brooklyn Partnership

Crystal Hudson: I'm really big on community 
input and community voice. I don't think lead-
ership exists without involving and engaging the 
community. I grew up behind what is now the 
Barclays Center and Atlantic Yards. When I first 
got into public service, the question that I car-
ried with me was, how does an entire commu-
nity come out against something and it happens 
anyway? I've seen firsthand how those decisions 
are made and I’m running in part to ensure 
that we don't have those experiences again as a 
community and that our voices are at the table, 
and we are being heard and not even just being 
heard, but actually being incorporated into the 
decisions that are being made, which is why I al-
ways talk about a collaborative process. I believe 
in participatory governance. I don't believe that 
I should be locked up in a room somewhere 
making decisions, all by myself. I don't believe  
that is leadership. I think leadership is bringing 
everybody into the table. I also want to be a rep-
resentative of  all people, not just some people, 
not just these people or those people. Which 
means that I have to also represent people that 
aren't going to agree with me on everything. I 
think dissenting voices are just as important as 
voices of  agreement. Everybody's voice needs 
to be heard and everybody's perspective needs 
to be taken into consideration and being and be 
part of  the decision-making process. For de-
velopment and capital projects, I see it, all sort 
of  the same way, which is coming together and 
creating a very collaborative process that al-
lows everybody to express their viewpoints and 
opinions and come to a consensus. Of  course, 
coming to a consensus doesn't mean that every-
body is going to get 100% of  what they want, it 
means that we all have to compromise and we 
all have to meet somewhere in the middle. If  
we all are part of  that process, then we can all 
be proud of  the end result may be and knowing 
that we've played some part in the process. That 
is how I do lead and plan to continue to lead 
and that is really, really important to me. At the 
core of  not just who I am, but what I'm trying 
to build with the campaign and hopefully in the 
City Council office. I have both on my website, 
I have really robust policy platforms and plans 
across all issue areas, but I specifically call out 
the CEQR process, which I do not think is ef-
ficient, effective, accurate. It overlooks a lot of  
things and it makes a lot of  assumptions and 
doesn't actually take into account, the reality of  
so many situations and environments and com-
munities. I think that the ULURP process is in-
tentionally opaque and meant to be inaccessible 
and meant to be extremely long and an onerous 
process. One of  the proposals that I have—spe-
cifically with regards to the ULURP process, is 
to create a legal mechanism that actually would 
hold developers accountable for the promises 

that they make. As I'm sure you all know, right 
now, what happens is they go to the Community 
Board to have conversations. The Community 
Board tinkers around the edges, asks for some 
changes. The developer says they promise they 
will do that, and then as they go through the 
process, they get to the Council Member who 
has the you know deciding vote. They change 
all of  that or they even promise the Council 
Member, they'll do that. Which I've seen hap-
pen as well, and then they do something differ-
ent because there's no legal mechanism to ac-
tually hold them accountable for what they're 
saying they will do. We need to establish that 
sort of  legal mechanism. There are many other 
ways in which all of  those processes should be 
reformed, but ultimately, the way we build hous-
ing today is not the way we should be building it 
in the future. And I should say beyond building 
it, approving it.

Hector Robertson: As I mentioned before, I 
was a member of  the Community Board and 
I saw that every time a project came to the of-
fice of  the Community Board, there was very 
little involvement from the community. I mean 
people will know about it, people will know that 
there will be a ULURP process coming up, but 
the fact of  the matter is that there was no real 
direct involvement from the community in the 
decision making. In fact, we actually had many 
of  these developers come into the community 
and decide that. Here's where we want to put a 
project in. Here is where we want to start and 
what we're going to add. The problem with that 

was that the decision for the developer to come 
into the Community Board to display or inform 
us about their project happened way after this 
development went through City Planning and 
all the other agencies; even the elected officials 
that actually sanction some of  these projects. So 
moving forward, I think that we need to really 
start considering a revision of  the City Charter 
because we need to give the community a more 
robust involvement in what they do in their own 
community. More decision making on what 
they're doing their own community. This cannot 
be left alone just to city agencies, and it cannot 
be just left alone to people who decide to come 
into the community and make projects without 
really getting the community involved. So, if  you 
get the City Charter updated or modified, now 
you can really tell the people on the community, 
“Okay. Every time our project comes into your 
community, you can go into your Community 
Board. Have a voice, maybe even have a vote 
on that particular project and see whether or 
not the community itself  is really supporting 
that project.” Other than that, I don't really see 
how the community can really be completely in-
volved in a project because remember the Com-
munity Board is just an advisory board. They 
give advice to their elected officials, they give 
advice to borough hall, they to give advice to 
the city, but that advice doesn't come into any 
kind of  final decision making. So I think that 
in the future revising the city charter might be 
the best way to actually get true community in-
volvement in projects that actually involve their 
community and will impact our community in 

the future. The ULURP process is broken, and 
I think that the way that the ULURP process 
happens—by the time it gets to the Community 
Board it’s too late. Decisions already been made 
and this is just a rubber stamp. I will suggest 
that the people, the developers or any project 
that is planned in any community, the commu-
nity should be involved from the very beginning 
in your process, not after decisions have been 
made. When City Planning has decided to do 
a project in any given community, they need to 
actually come to the community. They need to 
talk to the stakeholders in the community. They 
need to make sure that the people have, not just 
through the ULURP process, approval time or 
review time; but way before that. If  that doesn't 
happen, I don't think that the people will have 
true involvement in what happens with the 
ULURP process and so that to me, is where the 
process gets broken down and you really don't 
have an actual community voice that is actually 
going to make a difference as to whether or not 
a project really moves forward. If  you notice, 
there's a lot of  projects in Brooklyn that—yeah, 
we've had ULURP process at the Community 
Board level, but by then City Planning has al-
ready made their decisions on how to move for-
ward with this and whether or not that project 
is going to move forward, especially if  it has 
elected official support. So let's start from the 
beginning, let's make sure that the people are 
involved the moment a developer approaches 
City Planning. That's when the community in-
volvement should be, and this way the ULURP 
process really has meaning moving forward.

Photo courtesy of  Fort Greene Park Conservancy

Voter registration for primary

To vote in the primary, registration  
applications must be postmarked no 
later than Friday, May 28, and received 
by your board of elections no later 
than Wednesday, June 2.
You can register in person at your local 
board of elections or any state agency  
participating in the National Voter  
Registration Act through Friday, May 
28.
Anyone who wished to change their 
party affiliation had to do so before 
Feb. 16, 2021.

Early voting for primary

In-person early voting for the primary 
will begin on Saturday, June 12 and 
run through June 20.
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The funding for Council Initiatives such as the Parks Equity Initiative, NYC Clean Up, and Greener NYC, 
which provide nonprofit stewards with expense funding for programming and maintenance, were slashed 
during the pandemic. Will you advocate for the restoration of  funding and growth of  these Initiatives?
Renee Collymore: Of  course! 
Anything that is good, we 
need to support; and thus far, 
what we’ve seen is that those 
programs are good. Clean-
ing up public spaces, that’s 
good because we need pollu-
tion prevention. Cleaning up 
public spaces is good because 
we need to understand waste 
management and where to put 
our trash and things of  this na-
ture. We need to keep the park 
where it should be, we need 
quality air. So, the programs 
that you guys have are excel-
lent for our neighbors and for 
the people that reside here. 
That’s a no brainer.

Curtis Harris: Without a 
doubt and I’ll tell you why. I 
also have a nonprofit organiza-
tion called Green Earth Poets 
Café. We’re a nonprofit per-
forming arts organization for 
7-8 years and I understand the 
need for funding. I really do—
speaking totally from experi-
ence, but in regards to open 
spaces, green spaces, and the 
like, we have to fund them. We 
are at a place in our existence 
that we have never been ever 
in our lifetime. So the city, they 
say, is facing a $9 billion budget 
deficit. I say that’s good and 
well, but we have to get cre-
ative. As I mentioned before, 
I’m an accountant. There are 
two or three ways that we can 
go. We can increase revenue—

we can get creative increasing 
revenue, we have to decrease 
expenses, or we can borrow. 
We have to do something to 
mitigate the negative effects of  
that $9 billion deficit

Michael Hollingsworth: Yes, 
I’ll just expand a little bit. It’s 
one of  the injustices that I 
think we have grown comfort-
able with accepting whenever 
we need to cut something, 
things like sanitation, parks, 
and composting—they’re al-
ways the first things that gets 
slashed. If  I was a member of  
City Council, those would not 
be the first things I’d be look-
ing to slash whenever we’re in 
a budget crunch, but some of  
our current government has 
adopted that mindset. You 
walk around some neighbor-
hoods—there are some parts 
of  District 35 where the com-
munity will step in and they’ll 
do block cleanups or they’ll 
start to you know go to parks 
and clean up. I helped clean 
up in Mount Prospect Park, a 
couple of  weeks ago because 
obviously the money isn’t there 
from the city. Those would 
not be the first areas where I 
would choose to make slashes 
and with the money we have 
received from the federal gov-
ernment and the slight increase 
in revenue that we won this 
year at the state level, I think 
we should be fully funded for 

this next budget. We shouldn’t 
be facing the same thing same 
shortages we had this past year.

Crystal Hudson: Absolutely, 
I mean this is what I was talk-
ing about earlier that we need 
to not just make a lot of  these 
programs and services that 
had been cut whole, but then 
also expand them and ensure 
that we have access to all of  
those wonderful programs and 
services that we should have 
access to.

Hector Robertson: Yes, of  
course I will, it goes with-
out saying because this is the 
funding that actually really 
helps with all of  the improve-
ments that need to be done 
on a community level. Again, 
I will use my capital budget to 
actually really enforce that be-
cause even though the money 
has been taken out of  the city 
budget for these type of  pro-
grams. I don’t think it’s ever 
enough. So you have to use as 
many resources as you have 
available to continue feeding 
the programs that actually help 
communities get the neces-
sary funding to make sure that 
those capital improvements in 
their parks and open spaces are 
actually taken care of. So yes, 
the answer to your question is 
yes, I will.

Primary day

Primary elections will be held on Tuesday, June 22.

Find Your Pollsite:

https://findmypollsite.vote.nyc

Absentee ballot or vote-by-mail 
information for primary election

Applications to vote by mail instead of in person must be 
postmarked by Tuesday, June 15. You can apply for an ab-

sentee ballot in-person through Monday, June 21.
Completed absentee ballots must be postmarked by Tues-
day, June 22 and received by the local board of elections by 
Tuesday, June 29. A completed absentee ballot can be deliv-
ered in-person to your local board of elections by someone 

other than the voter through Tuesday, June 22.

Request an absentee ballot:

https://nycabsentee.com/

How do you plan to prioritize public health services and resources—for mental health, substance abuse, 
and homelessness—as they intersect with racial justice issues and the interests of  public space stewards?
Renee Collymore: There is 
something that I have been 
working on and I'm going to 
see it through. It’s New York 
City's first tiny house village 
for the homeless. As you guys 
know, you just said it, we have 
a homeless crisis here in New 
York City. Our current admin-
istration has really done noth-
ing to really combat this issue. 
With New York City’s first tiny 
house village for the homeless, 
we as Council Members have 
the power to take the city-owned 
lots that we have in the city—in 
our district we have roughly 30 
and in Brooklyn, it should be 
about 536, somewhere around 
there. So, we can take the lots in 
our district and transform them 
into lush landscaped tiny house 
villages. We want it on those lots 
that we own because we pay the 
taxes. We want to make sure that 
we have a rose bushes and trees 
and plants for the health of  the 
people who will live there. We 
want to make sure that those 
tiny house villages are equipped 
with on-site drug counselors. We 
would like to have a small mental 
health clinic on the site. I think 
that we can make better use of  
our city owned lots and land and 
turn them into a land trust and 
do what we need to do for the 
people who reside here. We need 
to make that our goal. As we talk 
about mental health, this is a way 
to combat mental health in New 
York City, this is the way to help 
with drugs and substance abuse 
by way of  New York City’s first 
tiny house village. Homelessness 
is a thing here. I don't know if  
you guys have seen the homeless 
sleeping in front of  Long Island 
University. They're there. They're 
sleeping in front of  the Brook-
lyn Academy of  Music. They 
are there. So, now that we know 
homelessness is here, we don't 
want to look past it anymore. We 
want to be active and we want to 
stay active and be proactive to 
say it's time to do something. 
And that is New York City's 
first tiny house village and you 
may know that New Jersey City 
Council just pass this legislation. 
As well as a Philadelphia, as well 
as Seattle and L.A. and I be-
lieve Texas if  I'm not mistaken. 
So, we need to look at this and 
say, “Why?" again, “Why are we 
last?” because we are not as pro-
gressive as we think. So, I think 
creating this tiny house village 
for the homeless is what's right; 

I think that it'll give people back 
their dignity and we want to uti-
lize not-for-profits like Habitat 
for Humanity to help to increase 
our folks living in the homes, un-
derstanding the sweat equity that 
it took to be able to live in this 
beautiful home, and in this beau-
tiful area. We want them to feel 
again—have another sense of  
dignity and living in their home 
that they helped to build with 
the organization. We must know 
that our hands are needed, our 
minds are needed—and that's 
what being elected is about. Be-
ing elected is improving the con-
ditions in your community. So, 
any way that we can do that, we 
need to do that. Any way that we 
can make a change to help the 
quality of  living in a community, 
that's what we should do. Under 
good leadership, it can get done. 
That's me. I'm running for City 
Council.

Curtis Harris: This pandemic 
has shined a light on the dis-
parities of  health and so on, 
so forth. We need to encour-
age more open spaces, we need 
to encourage children to utilize 
parks. One thing I would do—I 
would increase park usage, the 
time that you could use—actu-
ally be in a park; that's one thing 
I would definitely do. Another 
thing, since I'm the co-founder 
of  what's called The Campus, 
I would bring technology dur-
ing the summer months into 
parks so children can use tech-
nology in parks. I'm not sure if  
we have that now; I doubt it, but 
it's things like that, that I would 
really seek to do. The Campus 
was a computer initiative that 
we established in public hous-
ing in Brownsville, Brooklyn. 
It was the first of  its kind; so I 
would like to do something like 
that in parks. It is important that 
we recognize that mental health 
is a serious issue. Especially 
during this pandemic. I really 
believe that we're going to see 
things that we haven't seen be-
fore and behavior as a result of  
being sheltered. Right now, you 
have people lashing out unjustly 
at the Asian community. Why? 
There are going to be so many 
challenges that we have to deal 
with, so we have to provide for 
our communities.

Michael Hollingsworth: I 
think these are all sort of  inter-
connected. Sometimes folks try 
to separate them. I think they're 
all part of  the same, there's 
connective tissue between all 
of  them. When I say this, you 
should know that I'm speaking 
obviously as a Black man who 
was born and raised and still lives 
in the historically redline com-
munity, one that has been his-
torically under resourced. I am 
fully on board with the defund 
the NYPD to refund historically 
under resourced neighborhoods 
of  color like mine, like the one 
I'm sitting in right now as I talk 
to you today. What I mean by 
that is if  you ask people, “What’s 
a good neighborhood?” Maybe 
they'll say something like. “Oh, 
Park Slope is a good neighbor-
hood. Cobble Hill.” They'll give 
you some examples of  neigh-
bors that are quote unquote 
good. Good neighborhoods are 
neighborhoods that have been 
resourced historically for years, 
right? They've been invested 
in—in housing, in schools, and 
in healthcare. Most importantly, 
the people have been invested 
in, as well, if  we're being honest. 
I pride myself  on being some-
one who's always being honest. 
Neighborhoods of  color in the 
city have never been invested 
in at those levels, right? So I'm 
running on a campaign that we 
need to first, articulate that clear-
ly for folks and then do some-
thing about it. The city is good 
at quote unquote crime fighting, 
like investing in fighting against 
crime and investing in our car-
ceral system. What we've never 
been good at is tackling what 
leads to crime; and that's pover-
ty, right? We've got lots of  areas 
that are high poverty areas and 
so I want to be the kind of  City 
Council Member who recogniz-
es that and actually starts to fight 
the poverty piece; so that means, 
yes, investing in better housing, 
making sure our kids aren't living 
in apartments that have a lead in 
them. I'm doing things like get-
ting rid of  the school to prison 
pipeline. If  a kid is acting out in 
school, maybe it's because they 
didn't eat that morning, or may-
be there's something else hap-
pening at home, right? We've got 
to start breaking these systems 
to continue the cycle of  poverty 
in neighborhoods of  color; and 
part of  that is also investing in 
mental health as well. I usually 

get a question about what com-
mittees that I want to be on in 
City Council. One is pretty ob-
vious, it's land use, but then I 
also tell people that I want to be 
on the Mental Health Commit-
tee as well. There is a stigma in 
the black community, especially 
as it relates to Black men, when 
it comes to dealing with mental 
health. You sprain your foot, you 
sprained your ankle. We have no 
problem going into the emer-
gency room to take care of  that, 
but when it comes to the mental 
health piece, there's still a stigma 
there and I think it'll be impor-
tant to have folks who look like 
me, who can go into our com-
munities and de-stigmatize the 
stigma around accessing mental 
health. Investing in those things 
that I mentioned, whether it's 
housing, mental health, fixing 
our overcrowded and under-
funded school system; all of  
these are all part of  the same 
mixed that we need to tackle 
for once and for all, if  we really 
are serious about racial justice. I 
know a lot of  people were say-
ing they were last summer, but 
saying it is easy. Actually doing 
the work to break those systems 
and that cycle is a lot harder, but 
I'm fully committed to it. Like I 
said, I'm a product of  that envi-
ronment. That's where I'm sit-
ting today talking to you right 
now and I think the time for lip 
services is over. Now's the time 
to actually do some work to ac-
tually break that system and I’m 
committed to do it.

Crystal Hudson: None of  us 
is a single-issue human, so ra-
cial justice is health justice and 
mental health justice and envi-
ronmental justice and gender 
justice and housing justice and 
so forth. I absolutely want to 
ensure that through our City's 
budget, which to me, is a moral 
document in who we are pri-
oritizing and who we value and 
what we value, that we are ab-
solutely centering and prioritiz-
ing and investing in those of  us 
who are most marginalized. So, 
thinking about those of  us who 
are experiencing homelessness, 
who are LGBTQ, but particu-
larly black trans women, who are 
immigrants, but in particular un-
documented Black immigrants. 
Women and children, and all of  
the marginalized communities, 
people who don't speak English 
as their first language, those are 

the people and the communities 
that I believe we should be dou-
bling down in and really truly in-
vesting in an uplifting and ensur-
ing that we are providing every 
opportunity for. Which I don't 
think we historically have done, 
and I think some of  the ways in 
which we can do that is through 
reallocating resources and fund-
ing from places like the NYPD. 
The example that I always use 
is, if  we put ourselves back into 
the middle of  last summer, at 
the height of  the pandemic and 
also the height of  the protests. 
You think about peaceful pro-
tests and the fact that police had 
access to guns and tasers and 
shields and batons and SUVs 
and helicopters and drones and 
bicycles and helmets and every-
thing in between for peaceful 
protests and at the same exact 
time in our hospitals, healthcare 
providers did not have access 
to PPE, to masks and facials 
and gowns and hair nets and 
ventilators and everything that 
they needed to help save lives 
and keep people safe. It should 
never be that way and we should 
never live in a world where the 
police have more than what they 
need. For people who are not 
inciting violence and the folks 
who are literally trying to save 
lives don't have at all what they 
need. This is just yet another 
example of  the deep need and 
critical need to actually invest in 
mental health services, especially 
as we're looking to recover from 
the pandemic. It's especially—
knowing how much loss we've 
all experienced in the past year 
plus, not just the lives we've lost, 
but the jobs we've lost, the sense 
of  normalcy that we've lost, 
the resources and services that 
we've lost access to—those are 
the things that we should be in-
vesting in. In particular, kids re-
turning to school and the idea or 
the thought that we don't have 
mental health professionals or 
nurses or social workers and ev-
ery single school building is wild. 
It's absurd. We have like school 
safety officers, right? We have 
police officers in our schools 
and I just don't think that should 
be the case. And so, yes, abso-
lutely. I want to make sure that 
we are investing in all of  those 
services that we are providing; 
all providers, not just health care 
providers and mental health care 
provider, specifically, but the 
programs that are run through 

your organizations and through 
so many of  our public spaces 
and parks that everybody who 
wants to do that at work and 
who wants to participate in that 
type of  work and healing has the 
funding and the resources and 
the staffing and everything they 
need to actually deliver.

Hector Robertson: So we 
know that Office of  Mental 
Health keeps track of  people 
in New York City with mental 
health problems. They have a 
very robust database that actual-
ly shows you where some of  the 
concentration of  people with 
physical and mental health chal-
lenges live within the district, and 
within the city, for that matter. I 
plan on actually using that infor-
mation to approach this from a 
different angle. Instead of  really 
waiting for people to come to 
getting the help that they need, 
we need to be actually going out 
and seeking these folks because 
a lot of  them are not going to 
come to you to look for or to 
seek help. I think that not only 
the Office of  Mental Health 
has disability, but also the state. 
The state actually has indicators 
that they track public health in 
certain priority areas. You can 
also take that data to see where 
these people are concentrated 
and then be able to go to those 
areas and provide mental health 
services for those folks. Most of  
the people who are affected with 
mental health in our city just 
happen to be African Americans 
and people of  color that don't 
have the mental health resources 
that other people actually have. 
My concentration will be in that 
area. How many people in my 
district? How many people in 
the city that are low income or 
cannot afford health services are 
actually part of  this tracking of  
public health that are really not 
being looked at? I will look for 
those folks and I would try to 
take that service over to those 
areas, whether it's by opening a 
clinic and centers where these 
people can either come or we 
can bring them there for those 
services. So I think there's got to 
be a different approach instead 
of  sitting back and waiting for 
them to come. We need to ac-
tually be out there, looking for 
them and trying to bring them in 
to get those services.
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How would you work to bring together the nonprofit community in District 35, the City Council, City 
agencies and the Mayor’s Office to advance environmental policies and programs?
Renee Collymore: This is 
about coalition building. It is 
about bringing the minds to-
gether—people that lead the 
city. We need to have monthly 
meetings of  the City agen-
cies, the Mayor’s Office. We 
need to have monthly meet-
ings with elected officials and 
the like. This is the way to get 
things done again. This is not 
a one man show, this is about 
us coming together, putting 
ideas on the table. I like do-
ing things like taking polls 
and surveys and see what the 
people think. I like to get on 
the phones and do a survey 
myself  with my boys. “Hi, how 
do you feel about this? If  you 
like this press one, if  you like 
this press two, if  you like this 
press three.” and then, when I 
get the numbers back and then 
I can tell what the community 
wants. So, I think that we need 
to implement all of  these ad-
vanced ideas and certainly I 
would want to—and we need 
to find more environmental 
programs, we need to fund 
more environmental programs 
because—let me say, our air 
quality is not so good here. In 
Fort Greene public housing, as 
well as the NYCHA develop-
ments in our district, I have 
to say that there are —we all 
know this, lead, there mold, 
there are lots of  toxic fumes 
that come out of  the build-
ings over there. I know a lot of  
us complain about cars, but I 
think that buildings have more 
toxic fumes than cars; which 
I heard was a fact, but I want 
to say that we need air quality 
test control in public housing. 
This is why it’s very important 
for them —the residents of  
NYCHA to be able to spend 
time in our parks. We have to 
provide every opportunity to 
enhance that and to exacerbate 
that push for the outside. So, 
certainly, we need educational 
programs to teach us about 

environmental issues. We need 
to learn about more agricul-
ture, we need to have more 
agriculture actually right here 
in the city. I was watching the 
news the other day, and I saw 
in Queens, there is a farm in 
Queens. It’s a large farm and 
they have animals and sheep 
and all of  these things. They are 
planting crops and all of  this, 
and so I think is really impor-
tant. I do believe, at one point 
in time Ingersoll Houses they 
were planting crops or planting 
fruits and vegetables outside 
and collard greens. Yes, out-
side right on Myrtle Avenue. 
So, we need more educational 
programs about our air, our 
waste management. We need 
more educational programs 
and initiatives to teach our 
folks about how to keep our 
neighborhood clean and about 
global climate change and how 
we can help with that. So, will 
I support it? The answer is yes. 
It simply yes. I’m giving this 
long answer, but listen. Yes. 
Yes, because it is vitally needed 
in our community and so many 
people do not know or may 
not understand the importance 
of  it. So, I certainly agree with 
having more policies towards 
environmental issues.

Curtis Harris: It it requires 
leadership. It requires recon-
ciliation. It requires a willing-
ness to look at different stake-
holders and say, “Look we’re 
all in this together.”, but it’s 
going to take someone with 
courage, with the guts, with 
strength and internal fortitude 
to say, “Look, we are hopefully 
headed in the same direction.” 
We want the same thing, but 
maybe different ways. I’m a 
reconciler, as a father, you get 
use to reconciling in your fam-
ily—when they’re fighting each 
other. It’s about sitting every-
body down, not that all these 
agencies are children or act like 

children, wink wink. But at the 
same time, it’s very basically 
the same situation. You have 
different people with different 
interests and they’re all clash-
ing, so it is important to be a 
healer. It’s important to be a 
leader. It’s important to be an 
example.

Michael Hollingsworth: The 
next City Council Member, as a 
first step, will need to reassess 
and audit the existing relation-
ships between the nonprofit 
community in District 35. I’d 
see what’s working to the ben-
efits of  the residents of  this 
district and what isn’t; and then 
we need to build a more ag-
gressive inside outside strategy. 
In my opinion, do things like 
win a Green Deal for our city 
to finally address things like 
climate change. We can create 
thousands of  new green union 
jobs which, if  done correctly 
can also remedy some of  the 
long standing racial injustices 
in this district and throughout 
the entire city, to be quite hon-
est. So my job will be to work 
with advocates on the outside, 
to build those kinds of  coali-
tions and then on the inside, 
build a coalition of  other City 
Council Members to make sure 
that we craft the legislation and 
then pass it while at the same 
time; push back against a lot 
of, let’s be honest, a lot of  the 
real estate forces who are go-
ing to be opposed to any pro-
environmental changes that we 
want to make. You saw some 
of  that this year when there 
were efforts by REBNY to 
undermine Local Law 97 with 
Governor Cuomo. So speaking 
of  Local Law 97, one of  the 
things we need to do is make 
sure that the next City Council 
— it’s to ensure the law being 
enforced fully and make sure 
that landlords aren’t able to 
skirt around cleaning up their 
dirty buildings. Some other 

things the next City Council 
should do is start to ban things 
like gas hookups in new con-
struction, especially because 
it’s it has been proven that gas 
hookups are no more expen-
sive than building sustainability. 
We also need to start thinking 
about ways we can wean our-
selves off  of  gas powered cars, 
building up our electric infra-
structure. I’m really happy ev-
ery time I walk through—I live 
pretty close to the Brooklyn 
Botanical Garden and the mu-
seum and whenever I walked 
into the museum, there’s a new 
electric docking site in there. 
We need to do things like that; 
start to be more creative and 
just start building for a new, 
cleaner future. The city can 
lead the way too, the city has 
a huge fleet of  vehicles; we 
can start to transition to elec-
tric and lead the way. In terms 
of  like building relationships, 
I think one of  the things I 
would want to commit to as a 
member of  City Council is do-
ing things as simple as having 
quarterly meetings with like 
all stakeholders. The nonprof-
its, the Mayor and the Mayor’s 
Office; I think that’s the first 
good step in terms of  building 
a good working relationship 
moving forward.

Crystal Hudson:  First and 
foremost, we need to make it 
easier for nonprofit organiza-
tions to engage with govern-
ment. One of  the many rea-
sons why I’m running for City 
Council is because I want to 
make government more ac-
cessible for more people. I 
have seen firsthand how inac-
cessible government has been 
and can be for so many of  us. 
Making sure that nonprofit or-
ganizations are getting paid on 
time, are not having to jump 
through a million different 
hurdles to get contracts, and 
all of  the sort of  like logistical 

administrative things should be 
made a whole lot easier. That’s 
the first step in making sure 
that when we’re bringing and 
talking about bringing non-
profit organizations to the ta-
ble with city agencies and gov-
ernment that in and of  itself  is 
easy thing to do and is seam-
less. Then, it’s having constant 
communication and meetings 
and talking about all the ways 
in which we need to do all of  
the priorities that we know, we 
hold and have. Engaging all of  
those different stakeholders 
and ensuring that everybody is 
able to come to the table and 
has all of  the resources need-
ed to actually engage in those 
conversations. Then, also we 
are being respectful of  one 
another and the ways in which 
we operate because everybody 
brings—all the stakeholders, 
you mentioned operate differ-
ently and bring different things 
to the table, and sometimes 
we’re so focused on what I 
would consider to be very tra-
ditional ways of  working or the 
types of  programs or services 
and government as an entity 
has a hard time sometimes 
thinking out of  the box. I think 
it’s the nonprofit organizations 
and the community led organi-
zations that are usually coming 
with something that might be 
more innovative or different, 
and I think that government 
has a really hard time threading 
that needle. I can be helpful in 
threading that needle between 
those organizations and the 
city agencies and government 
because I’m trying to radical-
ize government. I’m trying to 
make government something 
different than we’ve known it 
to be, because I think it just 
hasn’t worked for so many of  
us for so long.

Hector Robertson: Well, the 
city already has a climate policy 
and programs that it’s work-

ing on right now. I think that, 
as it relates to all of  these is-
sues, they have OneNYC 2050. 
I think that what I would do is 
to try to bring the community, 
try to bring other elected of-
ficials together to actually add 
to that climate policy program 
because I’m pretty sure that, 
despite the fact that they may 
have a program that they’re ac-
tually working on, they proba-
bly haven’t covered everything. 
So the more people you have 
involved in creating policies 
and programs, the better. It is 
because you can get different 
opinions. You can get different 
views from different segments 
of  your community and of  the 
city that you can actually make 
a climate policy program a lot 
more robust for the future of  
our city. I will primarily get the 
community to work with the 
city and other elected officials 
to get the community to come 
in and give their opinion as to 
what else should be added to 
this climate policy program 
that they’re currently working 
on.

Follow Up Questions with Renee Collymore
Rosamond Fletcher: Thank 
you again for being here 
and for mentioning the 
bathrooms. As I’ve shared, 
we recognize that there are 
capacity issues with the St. 
Edwards Street restroom, 
but they also need improve-
ments. The park staff  are 
doing a lot of  cleaning. I 
know that you’re aware that 
we’ve partnered with NYC 
Parks and with the Inger-
soll Tenants Association on 
a short-term quick fix. We 
would prefer a fix that is 
a long-term solution, and 
so I want to acknowledge 
that, yes, I’ve seen that you 
have received a letter from 
Borough President Adams 
about funding for the rest-
rooms. We look forward to 
partnering with the future 
District 35 Council Member 
and also with NYC Parks 
and community members 
on the permanent solution. 
It’s incredibly important. 
Public restrooms in New 
York City overall and in our 
parks need a lot of  work. So, 
thank you for bringing that 
to our attention.

Chad Purkey: Thank you 
for acknowledging the In-
gersoll Garden along Myr-
tle Avenue. I just wanted to 
speak quickly to that, just 
as an update. Back in 2009, 
we partnered with residents 
at Ingersoll and Whitman 
Houses to develop two sep-
arate gardens at both sites. 
The Ingersoll garden took 
off  really well over the past 
12 years now and had a really 
great crew of  mostly seniors 
who used the space there to 
plant, not just flowers, but as 
you also mentioned collard 
greens and I was just going 
to flag that it’s not currently 
in operation because last 
year when NYCHA began a 
capital project on the site at 
Ingersoll, they started using 
that space for construction 

staging, so the garden has 
been closed last year, and 
also this year and likely next 
year, and maybe after that. 
I’m not campaigning, but 
it’s really unfortunate to see 
that NYCHA didn’t priori-
tize the continuous use of  
that space and chose to use 
that as a staging area. The 
seniors are quite upset about 
it, especially last year when 
getting outdoors was really 
crucial, they didn’t have that 
opportunity. So, I just want-
ed to flag that as the current 
status of  the garden.

René Scotland: How can 
we rely on your office for 
funding for programming?  
Our motto is, if  you build 
it, they will come. Because 
we’re not a 501(c)3, we have 
been challenged in trying to 
come up with funding. I’ve 
said to my group that I to-
tally understand now about 
the challenges that teachers 
have with funding, they’re 
often reaching in their pock-
ets. We, as a group, have 
been doing that at times, 
and no harm. We’re happy 
to do it, but I’m curious to 
know to what extent we can 
look to you to help us with 
funding for certain projects 
and programming in the 
park.

I have grown up in this neigh-
borhood. I was born right 
here on Vanderbilt between 
DeKalb and Lafayette. I know 
my neighborhood. One of  the 
things I don’t like is when peo-
ple are overlooked. So, when I 
become the D35 City Council 
member, you will not be over-
looked. You’re going to be a 
priority and I had a meeting 
with the Parks Commissioner, 
a few weeks ago and Commo-
dore Barry Park came up in the 
conversation. I had another 
conversation with another set 
of  parks people last month, 
and they also said, “Well, what 

about Commodore Barry 
Park?” I said, “That’s right, 
what about that park?” as well, 
not just Fort Greene Park. We 
have to do our best to make 
sure that Commodore Barry 
Park needs every sort of  re-
source that it can get. The 
park is like barren. We have 
the green programs—and I 
love beautification initiatives, 
let me say this, when I become 
the Council Member, I want to 
create a beautification initia-
tive. I want to see cherry blos-
som trees in that park. I want 
to see cherry blossom trees on 
the courtyard of  NYCHA. We 
need rose bushes. It’s healthier 
when you go somewhere and 
come outside of  your home 
and it’s nice and it’s beauti-
ful. So, when we, especially 
people of  color, people living 
in public housing—we need 
to put every resource that we 
can in the courtyard. We need 
to make our area healthier for 
our people, Black people. This 
is a way to make sure that we 
can start to work on our health 
and live a long life. We need 
to beautify Commodore Barry 
Park, as ever before. Thank 
you guys for coming together 
as a community, the “friends 
of ” and funding is very impor-
tant, you will get funding from 
me. You will definitely get 
funding from me because you 
need it. See as a businesswom-
an, I’m a product of  mom and 
pop stores. My family created 
mom and pop stores since be-
fore I was born in Clinton Hill. 
We were able to revitalize and 
change a whole neighborhood 
that was not given any light. 
It was drugs, crimes, prostitu-
tion, drug dealers on every cor-
ner. Murder going on this one 
strip. That’s why my father has 
a street named after himself  on 
Putnam and Grand: Cecil Col-
lymore Way if  you ever go over 
there—because we were able 
to build a community.  It took 
45 years old, my father said 
when I was a little girl, “Renee, 

in 30 years, this neighborhood 
is going to be prime real estate 
and the only way that it can be 
that is if  we have to stay here 
and work.” I didn’t want to stay 
because it was so bad, but he 
said, “We have to. It’s going 
to take our effort to make this 
community.” and that’s what 
happened. So, I understand 
what you say about Commo-
dore Barry Park and once I 
saw, I said, “This is a priority. 
We need beautification so peo-
ple could feel better and our 
children could want to go into 
the park and play.” We need 
to have weekend program-
ming for our children. There 
are so many different pro-
grams that we can put in our 
parks. We need programs that 
we can offer, that I can fund, 
that I can plan for our chil-
dren of  the city, the children 
of  our neighborhoods, which 
is very important. We are  a 
diverse neighborhood. It’s not 
just about Black people, white 
people, we have everybody. 
We have to have programs so 
that everybody can learn about 
each other and come together 
and push for our community.

Christina Chavez: You men-
tioned a couple times dur-
ing your previous answers 
on how we can utilize city-
owned lots and property for 
both the creation of  new 
public space and also the 
tiny village housing, but I 
was curious, what your ap-
proach would be or what 
your thoughts are on work-
ing with privately-owned 
properties and private de-
velopers because city land 
is very precious and there’s 
not enough for everything 
to go around, so how you 
would approach, working 
with private sector as well?

Well, I’m from a develop-
ment background. My father 
was one of  the first Black de-
velopers over in Clinton Hill, 

Brooklyn and he developed 
and helped to construct a local 
church on the corner Lefferts 
Place and Grand Avenue. The 
church was built in about 1969. 
The people would ask if  they 
can use the church sometimes, 
for meetings or a program in 
the basement of  the church 
and the owner would say, 
“Yes.” We would talk to them 
saying, you will need to do this, 
you would need to do that, and 
so I’m well aware of  all our 
development boom that has 
taken place over so many years, 
I think it’s vital that we have 
good relationships and how 
to nurture our relationships 
enough to be able to sit with 
those developers and the own-
ers of  buildings. To speak with 
them and ask if  we can utilize 
their properties or if  there’s an 
open space in the basement, if  
there’s something like a back-
yard space that we can utilize 
maybe for certain events, for 
certain programs and that we 
may want to be able to offer 
for our community. Relation-
ships are very important and 
how to attain relationships and 
how to nurture relationships, 
so that people would want to 
work with us. So, when we’re 
offering something good, I 
think the people who are pri-
vate owners and landlords 
should be able to work with 
us on that matter. Then, in 
return, if  they need some ex-
tra help with something, we’re 
supposed to be there to help 
because it’s give and take. We 
don’t want to say, “Give me, 
give me, give me.” and we take, 
take, take and we’re not giv-
ing back anything—and I’m 
not talking about subsidies. 
I’m not talking about a free 
this and free that, but I’m just 
talking about how to—maybe 
they need some information 
and maybe they want to have a 
meeting. Things like that, that 
can really help us all, so we all 
need help in one form or the 
other, so I think it’s about just 

reaching out and contacting 
them to ask if  we can use their 
property, their spaces because 
most people in my understand-
ing for so many years, once you 
speak with them and tell them 
what it’s about, I think that the 
people will do good. I think 
that people will do good.

Chad Purkey: We covered 
a lot of  topics and appreci-
ate you fielding all the ques-
tions that we had. To wrap 
up here,  I wanted to ask 
if  you could just take three 
minutes and give you the 
floor to make a closing re-
mark or pitch of  how as a 
City Council Member, how 
you would support public 
space management in pub-
lic spaces and the district?

I support it. I will support pro-
grams. I would support a large 
beautification effort. I would 
support having more good, 
green grass in Fort Greene 
Park. We want to bring back 
soccer, we want to see people 
playing together, and having an 
engagement together. I want 
to say, we have the DeKalb 
Ave. side and the Myrtle Ave. 
side, we don’t want that, we 
want to be integrated. We have 
a large segregated school sys-
tem. Now we have a segment 
of  park? Sidebar —I want or-
ganic markets in our plaza, and 
I always wanted to have a flea 
market—a flea market event 
at the Putnam Plaza. I always 
wanted to do that, I want to 
say that quickly. I think that 
we need—concerning the 
ULURP process, we need a dis-
trict statement. I think that we 
need to draft a long-term plan. 
We also need a capital strat-
egy concerning what we want 
to do with different projects, 
buildings and the like. I want 
to make sure that we take care 
of  Brower Park over in Crown 
Heights. We have to make sure 
that we beautify that park as 
well. It’s well utilized, especially 

Continued on Page 7
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for National Night Out Against Crime and all 
of  these things that we do in our community. 
I certainly want to do more—I mean I know 
I’m in New York and we are different, but I 
like that look at Denmark or Amsterdam. I like 
that look. We have to surpass those people. We 
have to surpass the people and not let them sur-
pass us. So, everything is good, I support. Ev-
erything that helps our children, I support. At 
the age of  16, I formed a neighborhood watch 
patrol with my dad on Putnam between Grand 
and Downing. We were the founders of  the 
Putnam Ave Community Service, Inc. a not-
for-profit that served that community from the 
time I could remember. I’m the founder of  the 
Parliament Democratic Club. I’m your former 
elected Democratic District Leader and State 
Committee Member. I’m born and raised here. 
My father is an immigrant from Barbados, he 
traveled here to this country. My mom is from 
Kingstree, South Carolina. When they met, 
they got married. My mother said, “You know 
we’re going to have to buy a building or land 
or something because we’re going to have chil-
dren.” And my father said, “Well, we just got 
married. I don’t have the money.” and guess 
what? My mother started working jobs in the 
neighborhood scrubbing toilet bowls for $25 a 
week. So, she saved $10,000 and then she gave 

it to my father and said, “So now you go down 
to the auction, and you buy one strip of  land on 
Putnam between Grand and Downing.” They 
did that and we’ve had that land for all of  my 
life —we just sold it recently. I am proud that 
we were able to make an impact on that side of  
the district, over on Putnam and Grand there. 
My family came and we did what we were sup-
posed to do and we did what was right—mean-
ing we helped to clean up the neighborhood, we 
worked with the 80th Precinct, where I served 
on the board at the Precinct Community Coun-
cil. I have a lot of  experience. Don’t let no other 
candidates tell you that they’re the only one to 
have government, political and community ex-
perience because I’ve been elected and I’ve had 
my own businesses since I was a little girl. At the 
age of  19 to 27, my dad and I ran an ambulette 
company and I ran it from all of  those years. I 
serviced all five points in New York City and 
we were able to attain contracts from the health 
and hospital corporations, from the methadone 
clinics and from all of  our adult daycare and the 
like. My mom, she’s now 80, and I’m her care-
taker. I’ve been taking care of  my mom since 
my father passed on. And so, she’s feisty. She’s 
the mayor of  the neighborhood and she doesn’t 
like to stay in the house. She likes to go and talk 
to everyone and say “Support my daughter!”

Continued from Page 6

Follow Up Questions with Curtis Harris
Rosamond Fletcher: Re-
garding ULURP, since you 
were on the Land Use Com-
mittee of  your Communi-
ty Board, what would you 
change, in order to have a 
greater Community voice?

It has got to be transparency. 
First of  all, we have to restruc-
ture HPD and City Planning, 
which are a part of  the approv-
al process before the ULURP 
process. We have bureaucracy 
and politics, so the process 
usually benefits developers, not 
the community or green spac-
es. I will start with city agen-
cies. We have to make this pro-
cess transparent and demand 
community input; and not as a 
secondary source or resource, 
but as a primary. Right now, 
I see developers building and 
what they’ve done, this is their 
typical M.O. They’ll come to 
a Community Board meeting, 
they’ll come with their plan. 
“This is what we’re doing. This 
is how we’re going to do it and 
we need you to sign off  on it.” 
I say, “No.” Did you consult 
the community at all? Did you 
ask the community to have a 
meeting? Don’t come into our 
community, as I mentioned 
before, just because you have 
deep pockets—I’m sorry I get 
very, very animated and frus-
trated about this because of  
my experiences. I dislike any-
one coming into our commu-
nity and dictating what they’re 
going to do in our community 
because of  their own individ-
ual profit motive, discounting 
what we want or our needs.

Rosamond Fletcher: You 
say transparency, in start-
ing with the city agencies, 
perhaps that transparency 
doesn’t just begin when 
plans are filed, but ear-
lier on, when they’re in the 
pre-application process or 
something earlier. Is that 
what you’re seeing?

Absolutely. First of  all, did you 
consult with the community? 
Did you have community in-
put into your plans or did you 
simply make plans and present 
it to the Community?

Rosamond Fletcher: Would 
you, as a Council Mem-
ber, commit to a certain 
level of  transparency about 
your interactions as part of  
ULURP? 

As I mentioned before, if  the 
process is transparent enough 
and we have the community 
stakeholders and they sign 
off  on it. Then I literally don’t 
have to review it; not that I’m 
not going to be aware of  what 
goes on in our district. I have 
to be able to delegate this to 
stakeholders, to individual 
leaders who know my value 
system.

René Scotland: I’d like to get 
a sense from you, whether 
we can count on your office 
as a resource for program-
ming because we strongly 
believe that if  you build 
it, they will come. That is 
where we find our most suc-
cess, in programming and 
getting people to come into 
Commodore Barry Park. I’d 
like to know your thoughts 
on how you value “friends” 
groups.

It’s so important to develop 
relationships. Relationships 
will bring resources, so that’s 
important. As far as funding, 
it’s important to get creative, 
as I mentioned before, I have a 
501(c)3 nonprofit performing 
arts organization and we relied 
upon funding, but we didn’t 
put all of  our eggs in one bas-
ket. We knew that we had to 
develop different streams of  
income from charging admis-
sion to art sales to poetry slams. 
Open mics to selling books, so 
we had to sit and literally get 
creative and that’s who I am. 
I’m a creator. I’m an accoun-
tant, most importantly, 40 
years—but I’m also a creator. 
If  you look up Green Earth 
Poets Café, I’m a poet, and it’s 
important that we get creative 
about funding. I truly believe 
that if  you build it, even if  you 
think about it, it will happen. 
And with me as your Council 
person I guarantee it will. 

Rosamond Fletcher: Would 
you be supportive, in your 
capacity as a Council Mem-
ber, of  the City’s budget, 
increasing the NYC Parks 
budget to 1% or beyond?

I have to be honest with you, 
I have to actually look at the 
numbers. I’m not going to be 
presumptuous. I’m an accoun-
tant. The bottom line means a 
lot to me and that is why I’m 
not going to just fly off  the 

handle and say, “Yes.” I’m not 
a genie in a bottle, as it were, 
and you just rub me and things 
will happen, but I guarantee 
you this: I care about open 
spaces and parks as much as 
any one of  you guys do and 
maybe even more.

Rosamond Fletcher: So, no 
commitment, because you 
have to look at the numbers, 
but do you feel that New 
York City should, when 
compared to other big cit-
ies, have such low numbers 
for the Parks Department 
comparatively?

Well, based upon your analysis 
and I will put my trust in you, 
I will say yes, I will definitely 
heed your advice and fight for 
what you believe is right. You 
will see that you are advising 
me in this way and I trust your 
analysis, your judgment, we 
have a relationship and I re-
spect what you are bringing to 
the table.

Chad Purkey: As we look to 
close out the hour here, we 
just wanted to give you a 
few minutes to give a clos-
ing statement.

Thank you all. It’s been a great 
experience. I really appreciate 
you all and I respect you. What 
you guys don’t know about 
me, I’m a father of  six chil-
dren. I was born in Browns-
ville, Brooklyn, so I know how 
to fight. I have my master’s 
degree in Public Administra-
tion from Baruch College, so 
I know how to fight smart. 
I’m the Executive Director 
of  Green Earth Poets Café, 
which is a nonprofit poetry or-
ganization, so I am the arts and 
culture candidate for this dis-
trict. We’ve taken poets with us 
to Rikers Island Prison, we’ve 
taken poets and taught senior 
citizens how to be poets, and 
how to write—how to be pub-
lished. We’ve taken poets to at-
risk youth in Bedford Stuyves-
ant, Brownsville, in Crown 
Heights and encouraged lit-
eracy development; teaching 
them how to read better, how 
to write better, how to speak 
better—eloquently, how to in-
crease their interest in school. 
So, all I can say is, my name is 
Curtis Harris. I’m running for 
City Council.

Photo courtesy of  Fort Greene Park Conservancy

Follow Up Questions with Michael Hollingsworth
Rosamond Fletcher: I heard 
you speak to the need for 
comprehensive planning, 
but also the real need for 
grassroots activism and 
community input. They’re 
not mutually exclusive, but 
sometimes they’re hard to 
achieve together. I’m curi-
ous about your version of  
comprehensive planning. Is 
it led by City Planning or is 
it led by Community Boards 
or some other version of  
Community Boards? 

I don’t hide the fact that it’s 
going to be a huge lift in the 
city that’s as diverse as this. So 
we’ve started to think about 
how we make it happen. It’s 
still in the early stages of  
planning, but theoretically, it 
would be City Planning work-
ing together with Community 
Boards developing an out-
line—but I would say this and 
I always make sure I mention 
this, not Community Boards, 
the way they currently con-
stituted. What I mean by that 
is—I’m in Community Board 
9, I’ll speak for Community 
Board 9, although I think this 
relates to a lot of  other Com-
munity Boards as well; they 
are not representative of  the 
actual community in too many 
cases. While I love the folks 
who are in Community Board 
9, we’re over represented by 
homeowners and we obvi-
ously can’t plan the city mov-
ing forward with just one seg-
ment of  it—and this is a city in 
which two-thirds of  the folks 
who live there are renters, not 
homeowners. So one of  the 
first steps we need to do is, we 
need to think about ways that 
we can diversify Community 
Boards. That means having 
City Council members who 
are actively recruiting differ-
ent kinds of  people that are 
a more representative slice of  
the community to actually be 

on Community Boards, actu-
ally attending as well. I think 
it’s sort of  a first step in any 
citywide planning process, and 
then we’ll go from there. There 
are some agencies that I think 
we need to get rid of: EDC, 
the Economic Development 
Corporation. As I mentioned 
earlier, I was born and raised 
in this district. I look at Down-
town Brooklyn, right now and 
folks who don’t know, in the 
80s and even early 90s, that 
Fulton Street shopping cor-
ridor was a place that was fre-
quented by folks who looked 
like me, my parents.  It was a 
Black shopping mecca. Black 
people felt comfortable going 
down there shopping. It was 
our place to go and it was a 
place that was profitable, but 
in the early 2000s, Bloomberg 
and his friends decided that it 
was ripe for development. It 
had too many sneaker stores 
or too many cell phone stores 
and they wanted to change it. 
The Economic Development 
Corporation dismissed a lot of  
community opposition, con-
cerns, and just basically ignored 
us—as to what we would like 
to see built there and an agency 
like that is basically just anoth-
er arm of  real estate develop-
ment. The real estate industry 
shouldn’t exist in my opinion, 
is what I’m trying to say. I just 
think there’s a better way for us 
to build, where we get a great-
er say from folks who actually 
live here and have some roots 
in the community. So that’s 
one organization I’d like to see 
go away. I think we can build 
without them in a more equi-
table way.

Christina Chavez: I believe 
in our City Charter, it does 
state that a nonprofit has to 
exist to manage all the city-
owned land, hence that’s 
the Economic Development 
Corporation, which is a non-

profit or a quasi city agency, 
but not exactly a city agen-
cy. So with the abolishment 
of  the EDC, who would step 
in or who would then man-
age our city land?

So this is one of  the things 
we’ve been talking about and 
we’re in the beginning stages 
of  this. I don’t want to get too 
ahead of  myself. I’ll say this, 
we are aware and we’re think-
ing about a couple of  differ-
ent alternatives that would be 
more democratic and repre-
sentative of  our communities. 
I’m sorry to be so vague, but 
it’s just that I don’t want to get 
ahead of  myself  and our team.

René Scotland: What value 
do you place on “friends” 
groups and in what way 
can we depend on your of-
fice in terms of  funding and 
achieving some of  those 
goals—programming being 
also paramount because if  
you build it, they will come.

Yes, I place a lot of  value—and 
again some of  this goes back 
to what I touched on earlier. 
I think it’s different when you 
grow up—and quickly, one 
of  the problems I have with a 
place like the Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden today is not the actual 
garden, but the management. 
Its structure. When I was a kid 
there was free access there, 7 
days a week. Now that it has 
a paywall, one of  my fears, is 
that, younger generations will 
not have an appreciation of  
parks because they didn’t have 
access to them growing up, 
which is a real threat that we 
that we face. So I appreciate 
groups like yours, who con-
tinue to do the work to make 
sure our parks are maintained 
and accessible just because you 
care. So I would say, through 
my office you would have—
and, full disclosure, I’m an 

ally and have done some work 
with the folks who fought back 
against some of  the plans to 
chop down some of  the trees 
in Fort Greene Park a few 
years ago; I consider them al-
lies and friends. That would be 
the same as a member of  City 
Council. The only way I can 
express that folks would have 
a friend in city government is 
through my lived experience. 
I’m fighting against the project 
that’s going to affect the Brook-
lyn Botanic Garden right now 
because I care about it. It’s an 
extremely important asset to 
our neighborhood. I’ve often 
referred to it as the lungs of  
Brooklyn and the same goes 
for any green space, whether 
it’s Fort Greene Park, Commo-
dore Barry Park, Mount Pros-
pect Park, even smaller ones 
like McNair Park—that they’re 
all important and, other than 
my background and positions 
I’ve taken in the past, obvious-
ly that’s all I can use right now 
to demonstrate my support for 
parks for groups like yours. I’d 
offer those as testament, and 
a good indication of  where 
you’re going to stand in the 
future is where you’re standing 
today and where you’ve stood 
in the past. I’ve always stood in 
support of  our parks and that’s 
where I’ll be in the future. You 
know you can count on my 
support. Access, which is cru-
cial. Yeah, I know everybody 
probably says that, but I would 
just say look at what I’ve done 
in the past and that’s what I’m 
going to do in the future.

Chad Purkey: We want to 
give you three minutes for 
yourself  to maybe address 
anything that we might have 
missed or if  you want to 
revisit and make your clos-
ing pitch as a City Council 
candidate for the 35th Dis-
trict and what you would do 
to help maintain its public 
spaces.

I would just say, while I come 
to you all and then the greater 
District 35 constituency, as 
someone who has been im-
mersed in fighting for housing 
justice, the past five years—I 
just want to make it clear that 
that’s not the only thing I care 
about. It’s true, it’s extremely 
important when I’m out talk-
ing to people. The number one 
thing people want to talk about 
is housing. So I will never run 
away from that or shy away 
from that, but the next City 
Council Member for District 
35 is going to have to tackle a 
lot of  other issues. One is—as 
we’ve talked about a lot here—
is it’s going to be making sure 
our parks are here for future 
generations. We’re going to 
have to tackle our unequal edu-
cation system here. We have to 
break the cycle, as I said ear-
lier, of  being comfortable with 
seeing Black and Brown kids 
continue to go into schools 
that are overcrowded and un-
derfunded. We need to start to 
get uncomfortable with see-
ing so many folks who look 
like me being unemployed, 
hanging around on thorough-
fares all day because they have 

nothing else to do. We have 
to think about ways to get 
economic opportunity back 
into our communities for our 
young folks. We have to start 
thinking about ways of  getting 
them steering them into alter-
natives—so quickly, I’ll just say 
one of  the things I often get 
told about is by a lot of  our el-
ders is that all these young kids 
they’re hanging out in the hall-
way smoking weed all day; and 
my response to them usually is, 
what else are we giving them 
to do. So what I mean by that 
is, we need to start thinking of  
ways to steer these young folks 
into more productive avenues, 
whether there’s like getting 
more community centers, hav-
ing worked for centers, cod-
ing, just any sort of  construc-
tive thing to get our kids off  
of  the streets and into lanes 
that are more constructive and 
conducive to being long term 
productive citizens. The envi-
ronment is going to be a huge 
part of  the platform as well. 
Policing, there’s a lot to tackle, 
but I think now’s the time for 
new leadership. I obviously 
come to this from a different 
perspective, I’ve never worked 
in government. That’s not my 
pedigree, I have a different 
pedigree. One that’s based in 
and actually organizing with 
folks at the grassroots level 
and that’s needed now more 
than ever in City Council. 
Thank you for giving me some 
time today, I appreciate it. Ap-
preciate all the work that you 
all do throughout District 35.
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Follow Up Questions with Crystal Hudson Follow Up Questions with Hector Robertson
Rosamond Fletcher: Yes, 
so it was great to hear you 
come out right from the 
start of  the conversation 
and say that you want to 
make things whole in the 
budget and also expand. 
Both on the nonprofit side, 
but also on the city govern-
ment side. Other large cities 
in the US, most parks de-
partments have a budget of  
1% or more, the budget in 
New York City this past year 
was approximately 0.5%. It 
was last at 1% sometime in 
the early 70s. So, would you 
commit to increasing the 
parks budget to 1% during 
your time?

Yes, and this makes me think 
about seniors in New York 
City. Seniors make up 20% of  
our city’s population and only 
1% of  the city’s budget goes 
towards seniors or senior pro-
gramming or services. That 
gap needs to be closed, and 
so if  we think about the num-
ber of  people who utilize our 
parks and public spaces and 
open spaces and green spaces 
and gardens. Then the idea 
that only 0.5% is in the budget, 
then also that gap clearly needs 
to be closed right.

René Scotland: How much 
value do you place on 
“friends” group and can 
we count on your office as 
a source of  funding for our 
programming?

Yeah, absolutely you can defi-
nitely count on my office as a 
funding stream, but I would 
also like to, you know, think 
about other ways that we can 
ensure—funding from any one 
source is going to be limited, 
no matter what, right? So, I 
want to make sure that we’re 
thinking about all the ways in 
which we can get funding to 
you. Many of  our parks and 
other spaces would not exist if  
it weren’t for the “friends” or-
ganizations and good Samari-
tans and members and resi-
dents who do reach into their 
pockets and who invest their 
own time and sweat and mon-
ey into making those places 
not just accessible, but enjoy-
able. So as long as that contin-
ues to be the way in which we 
are creating programming and 
providing services, then they 
absolutely need to be funded 
and should rely on consistent 
and adequate funding to con-
tinue to do that work.

Christina Chavez: My ques-
tion is based on what I’ve 
been hearing from our part-
ner organizations and busi-
nesses. The quick response 
is always enforcement; we 
need more enforcement. 
I’m coming at it out of  a 
different place—what are 
alternatives and what can 
we collectively do to think 
back to the root causes of  
this? Diverse stakeholders 
and different people have 
different impressions of  
what the resolution should 
be to some of  these issues. 
How would you approach it 
as our Council Member for 
District 35?

Well, I definitely appreciate 
your framing because I’m with 
you. We have to think about 
and address the root causes. 
Actually, in a meet and greet 
I was at last night, somebody 
asked a question about drag 
racing in the streets. He was 
saying he’s almost been hit by 
cars that are racing down the 
street and how do we address 
that without over criminalizing 
the folks who are participating 
in those activities, right? I ap-
preciate that framing because 
that’s exactly how I think about 
things. I don’t think we should 
be throwing police at every 
little thing. It’s thinking about 
what is causing these folks to 
race their cars down the street. 
Maybe they need some sort of  
outlet. Maybe we need to build 
like a race car track somewhere 
that’s accessible to New York 
City residents, so people can 

actually go to a specific loca-
tion and do that. This is no dif-
ferent in terms of  how we’re 
actually thinking about the 
quality of  life issues that peo-
ple are having, that there are 
people who they don’t want to 
see on the sidewalks like loiter-
ing, right? We have to go back 
to the needs that those people, 
who are the people that I be-
lieve we should actually be 
centering and prioritizing in 
everything that we’re doing—
the people who are most mar-
ginalized, the people who have 
substance use disorder. What 
are their needs, right? Do they 
need outdoor space? Do they 
need space to hang out some-
where? Why aren’t we creat-
ing opportunities for those 
folks when they’re going into 
a methadone clinic to be able 
to hang out somewhere? Also, 
if  they want to be on the cor-
ner, they should be able to be 
on the corner. If  I wanted to 
hang out with a couple friends 
on the corner, nobody would 
probably call the cops on me. 
Why does it look differently, 
for me, than it does for some-
body who’s coming out of  a 
methadone clinic? Those are 
the things that we really need 
to challenge ourselves with. 
This is also the importance of  
bringing everybody to the table 
and having perspectives that 
are diverse and unique in think-
ing through these solutions. So 
often, what happens is that 
we rely on the same people 
to provide solutions to things 
they know nothing about or 
they’ve never had a lived expe-
rience of. In every single issue 
that we have, think about our 
laws and policies that we have 
on the books, those have been 
created by people who have a 
very particular lived experience 
and certainly have not looked 
like me and then I am sup-
posed to fit myself  into cer-
tain laws that were not literally 
designed for me. I think that’s 
the approach that we need 
to have with issues like that, 
where we’re actually thinking 
about people. We’re thinking 
about people’s needs and we’re 
thinking about the people with 
the greatest needs and how we 
can get them all the things that 
they need to survive and thrive 
and you know be happy and 
safe and healthy.

Rosamond Fletcher: What 
are some of  the ways your 
office intends to communi-
cate more with constituents 
and, in particular with orga-
nizations like ours?

Yeah, having regular publicly 
accessible meetings—I don’t 
want to call them town halls 
per se, but a space and op-
portunity and timed on a very 
regular basis, I think monthly 
at probably the bare mini-
mum, if  not more frequently 
than that; where everybody 
can tune in and have a con-
versation and participate in a 
conversation. Not just listen 
to me say something, but join 
in a conversation. One of  the 
things that I really want to do 
and I feel very, very passion-
ate about ensuring happens is 
presenting to the community 
all of  the things that I would 
be tasked with like doing or 
voting on or making a deci-
sion on. Whether it’s pieces of  
legislation that I’m supposed 
to vote on at a stated meeting 
or land use projects that have 
come before the office for ap-
proval. Those are things that I 
want to have regular conversa-
tions with all the stakeholders 
in our communities and that 
everybody can chime in and be 
an active participant in that de-
cision making process. Those 
are some of  the ways when it 
comes to specific verticals, I’ll 
call them. Let’s say everybody 
in a particular space, also en-
suring that we are having regu-
lar conversations and discus-
sions around the issues that 
you’re facing. It’s not reactive; 
something happens and now 
we all need to come together 
and talk about what happened 
and how we can move through 

it. If  we’re always having con-
versations around what’s hap-
pening in all of  your parks and 
on your corridors, then we can 
continuously work together to 
figure out and address things 
that just pop up at any given 
moment. I think that also cre-
ates an opportunity for faster 
reaction time or better oppor-
tunities for us to actually deal 
with whatever issue may arise.

Chad Purkey: We wanted to 
give you three minutes of  
time to go over anything that 
we may have missed, that 
you wanted to share or a last 
minute pitch as a Council 
Member, how you would be 
supportive of  public space 
management in the district?

I am a third generation Brook-
lynite. I was a caregiver from 
my mother who had Alzheim-
er’s Disease, which is how I got 
into public service. Everything 
I do and everything that I have 
done in this space and since 
I’ve been in public service—
in the City Council and in the 
Public Advocate’s office—has 
really been with my mother in 
mind. She recently passed, but 
my mother would have been 
80 years old and was physically 
active until she couldn’t be. So, 
everything that I think about 
is with regards specifically to 
the people who have the great-
est needs and needs support 
and services and resources 
no matter what their age is. 
Whether you’re 80 years old 
or 8 years old or anywhere in 
between. Really thinking about 
how we’re supporting those 
people, how we’re investing in 
them and what we’re really say-
ing with our city budget, with 
our legislation. How are we 
actually bringing all of  those 
people in and that is what is at 
the core of  my candidacy. I’m 
the only candidate with any ex-
perience in city government. 
I’m running a campaign that’s 
rooted in love and honesty, in-
tegrity, and respect for other 
people, which I think is unique 
in the political space and it’s 
something that I’m incred-
ibly proud of. I am running a 
people powered campaign, a 
grassroots campaign that has 
been built from the ground 
up with little support, up un-
til recently. I’m really proud 
of  all the endorsements we’ve 
been able to receive, but those 
have come after we’ve built 
the thing. What’s really excit-
ing for me is that people be-
lieve in the vision that I have to 
make New York City one that 
works actually for all of  us and 
not just for some of  us. Creat-
ing and building truly afford-
able housing, particularly for 
those with the greatest needs, 
and if  you have the lowest in-
come. Making sure that as we 
get older, we can age safely at 
home without fear of  eviction 
or displacement or deed theft. 
So much of  that and the ability 
to thrive from birth to death 
in New York City includes our 
public spaces and green spaces 
and gardens and the programs 
and services and activities 
that are provided to people. 
My mother went to programs 
at places like the Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden, specifically 
programs for people with Al-
zheimer’s and dementia. That 
was hugely valuable to us. I 
want to do everything for sure 
in my power to make sure that 
our BIDs and our “friends” of  
organizations and our parks 
organizations and the Parks 
Department, the city agencies 
actually have the ability to do 
the things that they know how 
to do best. I really appreci-
ate the opportunity to come 
before you today to share a 
little bit about my vision and 
who I am. I appreciate the re-
ally thoughtful questions and I 
look forward to working with 
all of  you in the future.

Rosamond Fletcher: New 
York City compared to other 
big cities, does not have the 
same allocation towards the 
Parks Department. Most 
big cities have a budget of  
1% of  the total city bud-
get; NYC Parks currently 
gets approximately 0.5% so, 
would you be advocating for 
an increase to 1%?

I would probably be advocat-
ing for more than that, if  I can 
get it, and the reason why is be-
cause, as I sat on Community 
Board 9, I chaired the Parks 
Committee. I can tell you that 
for the duration of  my time 
over at Community Board 9, 
every single time I reviewed 
the budget and I got to the part 
where there was absolute need 
for money to be added to a lot 
of  different projects for parks, 
I had an incredible frustration 
because every time that budget 
came for me to review, the an-
swer from the city would be, 
“There is not enough money.” 
I understand that frustration 
and, finally, I was able to be 
very proud that my park right 
here in Washington Avenue, 
McNair Park finally got the re-
pairs that it needed. I pushed 
and pushed and pushed and 
pushed and every single time 
the city rejected my request for 
more funding for parks. As a 
City Council Member, not only 
would I advocate for the 1%, I 
will try to get as much as possi-
ble, so that we know that when 
that budget comes around 
that money needs to be there. 
Whether it’s 2, 2.5, maybe 3% 
of  the budget should go into 
city parks. So your answer was 
yes, I’m definitely looking for 
more money.

René Scotland: I’d like to 
know how much value you 
place on “friends” groups. 
We rely on grant funding 
which can take us but so far. 
Particularly during the pan-
demic, it was a bit challeng-
ing. I’d like to know if  we 
can count on your office for 
support in any way, whether 
it’s monetary or whatever 
it should look like and my 
other question is on the sub-
ject of  your ideas on how to 
make that a better process. 
One way is to involve the 
community from the start...

I totally agree with you because 
when I look at projects like 
Atlantic Yards, for example, I 
know that was a project really 
on the State level, but even if  
it was a state level, there never 
was any participation from the 
people that live on that side of  
the community, right? It was 
just forced on them, and so, 
most of  the projects that are 
now erected around Atlantic 
Yards are not necessarily for 
people that are in the AMI that 
really need to get into housing. 
So yes, people need to be in-
volved from the very beginning 
of  the concept of  the proj-
ect. My role as a City Council 
Member will be—okay, let’s 
put a pause on this. Let’s really 
bring this to the people to re-
ally figure out whether or not 
this is something that they will 
support. In terms of  Com-
modore Barry Park, I think 
that there’s a lot of  ways that 
we can help the park. If  your 
park really depends on grants, 
we can actually give you grants 
from my City Council office. 
The other thing will be also the 
discretionary funding, there’s 
money for every district that 
can also be used for that. 

Christina Chavez: You had 
mentioned earlier that once 
a developer goes to City 
Planning, community mem-
bers should have the oppor-
tunity to contribute and par-
ticipate and have a voice in 
the project. Can you speak a 
little bit more to how, if  you 
were elected to City Coun-
cil, you would work with 
private developers that may 
approach you or talk about 
a project? How would you 
plan to work with the com-
munity and be transparent 

in that process?

I’m not anti-development. 
Don’t get me wrong, that’s 
not what I am about, but I 
am about responsible devel-
opment. When we look at the 
landscape in every single cor-
ner of  this district, we have 
problems when it comes to 
housing. Now I know that a lot 
of  developers try to get around 
the issues by chumming up to 
elected officials and try to get 
the rezoning done so that they 
can actually build higher, but 
that’s not going to be my style 
because if  you want me to re-
zone a certain area because you 
want to build a higher then we 
got to get something out of  
that from the community. We 
have to look at maybe 50/50 
or 60/40, if  you will, to get 
people places to live. We can’t 
possibly allow a developer to 
command and just simply say, 
“We want to build here be-
cause City Planning tells us that 
we can.” No. In an area like 
Crown Heights, I find it very 
difficult to have luxury towers 
built here when we don’t even 
have enough space on the sub-
way platform to get people to 
and from work. So, I need to 
make sure that the environ-
mental impact is correct. How 
are you going to make sure that 
there are enough schools for 
the people, enough hospitals? 
How do you go to make sure 
that we don’t have food des-
erts in our neighborhood? So, 
no! My approach is different. 
Since I have been exposed to 
this for the last 30 years since 
I’ve been living here, I think I 
have a good view of  how we 
need to really bring our com-
munities, not only back from 
COVID, but from all these de-
velopments that are threaten-
ing our longtime residents that 
live in our community.

Chad Purkey: As City Coun-
cil Member, would you pri-
oritize the creation of  new 
public spaces, that could be, 
maybe parks on city-owned 
land or privately-owned 
parks connected to new de-
velopments, maybe it’s pla-
zas, pedestrian plazas, may-
be it’s dog runs, etc.?

Yes, city-owned space, defi-
nitely. I think that if  there is 
a space big enough to cre-
ate a plaza or a green space 
for people to congregate that 
will be great. I will be a little 
concerned about city-owned 
properties, because if  it’s a 
large parcel where city can 
actually decide to build some-
thing there for people to actu-
ally have living quarters, then 
I will probably revert to that 
more than green space, but if  
it’s a space that is big enough 
for people to actually congre-
gate—have a community Plaza 
or community green space; oh 
definitely. Matter of  fact, right 
here we’re here on Franklin 
Avenue, there is an area that is 
set up for gardening. That area 
needs cleaning right now and 
it needs help right now. Places 
like that in my community, I 
would definitely help. Abso-
lutely. I would definitely advo-
cate for more plazas and more 
open spaces, especially on city-
owned lots.

Chad Purkey: Receiving 
discretionary funds from 
the City is quite burden-
some. As a Council mem-
ber, would you prioritize 
looking at those contracting 
processes and figuring out 
a way to make the process 
a little more accessible to 
different groups across the 
city?

Oh definitely, I think that part 
of  the problem with discre-
tionary funding is that it’s not 
applied across the city equally. 
I think that in many cases it’s 
who you know, not what you 
know. So I think that the pro-
cess needs to be revamped. I 
know a lot of  folks right here 
in Crown Heights that would 
like to get some money be-
cause they come up with a 

program that they could use 
the funding, they’re just turned 
off. They just don’t want to do 
it because that once they get to, 
“Okay, how do I do this?” So 
we need to make it easier for 
folks to get their hands on this 
because, after all, it’s taxpayer 
money anyway. 

Christina Chavez: Thank 
you for bringing that up and 
it’s a very big important is-
sue for all of  us on the call 
because we have a very 
small staff, volunteers and 
know it should not be taking 
us the same amount, if  not 
more hours, just to fill out 
paperwork when we could 
be doing and executing our 
actual programs that we’re 
getting the money for.

I see how people that have 
small businesses get squeezed 
out of  business because it’s 
just too much of  cumbersome 
processes in the city in order 
to actually hold the license for 
this, that, or the other. What 
are we trying to do here? Are 
we trying to get more people 
to open small businesses in our 
community or not? If  the an-
swer to that is yes, then why do 
we have agencies that are actu-
ally making it harder for them 
to not only stay in business. So 
one of  my goals is to see If  
I can work with the Mayor in 
getting some of  these agencies 
to perform the way they’re sup-
posed to be performing. You 
have to change that culture. If  
you don’t change that culture, 
it’s not going to happen. 

Chad Purkey: We covered 
a lot of  topics today and 
have spoken about a lot of  
things, but we wanted to 
give you three minutes for 
a last pitch. Maybe you can 
revisit something we didn’t 
talk about here and even 
elaborate on. As Council 
Member, how would you be 
an advocate for public spac-
es in the district?

This has been a great conver-
sation. My passions are really 
geared towards people. I try to 
help people; this is what I do, 
this is what I’ve been doing. As 
it relates to parks, I’m a runner. 
This is what I do, I want to see 
my parks thrive, I want to see 
my parks In good health, and 
I want to see more parks open 
up, if  possible. Maybe not nec-
essarily in the 35th District, but 
throughout the city. If  there 
are more opportunities to 
open green spaces within our 
district, then of  course that’s 
also welcomed. I’ve worked in 
my industry for so many years 
in the pharmaceutical industry. 
This is what I do. I create part-
nerships and make sure that 
every single one of  our clinical 
trials actually gets done when 
it needs to get done and on 
budget. So I am very familiar 
with getting people to work 
together, getting people to col-
laborate in areas where they 
didn’t think that they would be 
able to collaborate. As we open 
up the city and as we get into 
this election cycle, this again 
is an opportunity to reset our 
city to reset our city govern-
ment and to be able to actually 
make those connections, to 
actually start forging alliances 
to make sure that whatever is 
happening in your district, may 
be happening in my district. 
Or it may not be happening in 
my district, but I want to help 
the people in your district, so 
if  it’s a common sense bill, it’s 
a common sense legislation, 
you can support mine, I can 
support yours. This is a type 
of  collaboration that will get 
things done in the city because 
a lot of  us go into this business 
of  running for office thinking 
that we can make promises to 
the people and no one is going 
to hold you accountable. But 
they don’t tell you what it takes 
to actually get there, to get it 
done. I know what it takes to 
get it done, I never served in 
public office, but I know the 
process that happens within 
government. 


