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April 29, 2020

Governor Mike Dunleavy
P.O. Box 110001
Juneau, AK 99811-0001

Dear Governor Dunleavy,

We know and appreciate that you understand the importance of sportfishing and hunting to Alaska’s economy and
way of life and have committed to keeping Alaska open for business. That is why we’ve been increasingly

disappointed, perplexed and angered by the actions you have taken in support of the proposed Pebble mine that
undermine our businesses and livelihoods.

We operate successful sportfishing lodges and guided fishing operations in the Bristol Bay region, most of us are
Alaska residents and, like thousands of others, our businesses rely on the region’s world-class fisheries, its clean,
productive rivers, and its wild and rugged scenery. We were heartened by your comments as candidate for
Governor when you said: “In the end, if it is not a good project we shouldn’t have it permitted.” However, since
then, we’ve become increasingly alarmed with some of your actions that display support for this ill-conceived



project despite its wide opposition among Alaskans, the impacts it undoubtedly will have to our fisheries, and the
glaring inadequacies and shortcomings in the permit process. Specific actions that raise concern include:

e Sent letters in support of the proposed Pebble mine. Last April you signed a letter, written nearly word-
for-word by Pebble Limited Partnership (PLP) staff, opposing an extension to a public comment period on
the project that would have allowed Alaskans more time to provide input on the project. In July, at PLP’s
request, you sent a letter to Wheaton Precious Metals encouraging the Canadian company to invest in the
project and to ignore Alaskans’ opposition to the mine over impacts it will have to our families, businesses
and communities. You wrote to Wheaton that, “I am equally committed to removing obstacles that would
hinder immediate construction.”

e Departed significantly from established practice by supporting review of federal permits without
related state permit applications. While we appreciate many of the comments made by agency staff
calling attention to deficiencies in the Corps’ environmental impact statement (EIS), there are systematic
issues with the State’s approach to this project. Evaluating any large mine project in Alaska relies on
contemporaneous review of federal and state permit applications, as has been standard practice for large
mines in Alaska for decades. Yet, rather than pressing PLP to keep its repeated promises to apply for state
permits, the State is looking the other way as PLP defies the established Large Mine Permitting system by
repeatedly refusing to apply for state permits.

o Defending the proposed Pebble mine against Alaskans in court. In its court filings in defense of PLP and
the EPA’s decision to withdraw the proposed determination, the State ignores the economic benefits of
the region’s fisheries and focuses in on possible future revenue from the proposed mine, and argues the
EPA has no role whatsoever in enforcing the clean water act on state lands. While we understand your
objections to the EPA’s Bristol Bay proposed determination, the EPA’s involvement in this matter was
requested by Tribes, businesses, and communities from the Bristol Bay region only after exhausting
alternative avenues for addressing their concerns. Rather than finding ways to represent Alaskans’
interests and give voice to their long-held concerns, the State of Alaska has defended the proposed
Pebble mine and sought to silence Alaskans’ ability to seek redress against the EPA.

e Appoint pro-Pebble people and staff to leadership positions. Recently, under the chaos of the pandemic
you nominated a long-time employee of the Pebble Partnership and vocal supporter of the project to the
Board of Fisheries.

e Using the economic impacts from the COVID-19 pandemic to justify your support for the project. In
a letter to the Army Corps on April 15t your staff used You advocated for sticking to the current timeline
to “ enhance the applicant’s ability to initiate the state permitting process sooner” and “we should be
doing everything in our authority and ability to keep projects of statewide importance moving
forward.” These statements pander to an Outside mining company that has never developed a mine
before and are in direct conflict with the opinion of most Alaskans, basic economics and science.

Part of making Alaska open for business is ensuring its existing economic drivers remain strong. Bristol Bay’s
salmon fishery is the most valuable in the world, supports thousands of jobs, hundreds if not thousands of local
businesses, and is the underpinning for the region’s communities and cultures. Your support for the proposed
Pebble mine contravenes the best interest of Alaska and undermines the trust bestowed upon you by the people
of Alaska. We ask that you stop standing with PLP and sticking up for their short-sighted project, recognize the
risks this project and thus far inadequate review brings to existing industries, and start standing tall for Alaskans,
for Bristol Bay, and for the irreplaceable values that make our economy and future bright.

We urge you to rescind Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of Fisheries and, instead, to nominate someone
with the credibility, expertise, and judgement to wisely manage our fisheries. The State of Alaska should
immediately cease its support for the proposed Pebble mine deny all state authorizations and certifications for the



project, and urge the Corps to similarly reject PLP’s permit application because of the significant amounts of
missing or inaccurate information, which is the only action the Corps can take that is supported by the current

record.

Thank you for your consideration. We hope you reconsider your support for the proposed Pebble mine and help
us find ways to ensure Alaska can be open to new business opportunities without jeopardizing our existing
economic strengths. We are happy to discuss this at any time by phone or video.

Sincerely,

Daren & Tracy Erickson
Alaska’s Enchanted Lake Lodge
King Salmon/Eagle River, AK
enchantedlake@earthlink.net

Martin Kviteng

Alaska's Fishing Unlimited, Inc.
Port Alsworth, AK
info@alaskalodge.com

Brian Kraft

Alaska Sportsman’s Lodge

Bristol Bay Lodge
Anchorage/Igiugig, AK
bkraft@alaskasportsmanslodge.com

John Holman

No See Um Lodge

Kvichak River/Wasilla, AK
john@noseeumlodge.com

Phil, Rochelle Harrison
and Tia Shoemaker
Grizzly Skins of Alaska
Kejulik River/ Wasilla, AK
grizskins@gmail.com

Chris and Linda Branham
Royal Wolf Lodge

King Salmon/Anchorage, AK
branham@royalwolf.com

Marty Decker

Frontier River Guides
Anchorage, AK
info@frontierriverguides.com

Tracy Vrem

Blue Mountain Lodge

Becherof Lake, AK
tracy@bluemountainlodge.com

Dan Michels

Crystal Creek Lodge

King Salmon, AK
dan@crystalcreeklodge.com

Heath and Nanci Lyon
Bear Trail Lodge

King Salmon, AK 99613
gofish@bristolbay.com

Bud Hodson

Tikchik Narrows Lodge
Anchorage/Wood-Tikchik State Park, AK
info@tikchik.com

John and Melissa Carlin
Alaska Trophy Fishing Safari’s
Homer, AK

Jjcarlin247 @gmail.com

Chuck Ash
Anchorage, AK

Wild Fly Pursuits
wildflyak@gmail.com

Mike McDowell

Kvichak Lodge
Igiugig/Anchorage, AK
mikemcdowell2002 @yahoo.com

Wayne and Jacob McGee
Alaska Trophy Adventure Lodge
King Salmon, AK
atalodge.wayne@gmail.com

Bill Betts

Iliamna River Lodge
lliamna, AK
Bill@iliamnariverlodge.com



Mike & Sally Trotter

Beyond Boundaries Expeditions
Sitka, AK
Mtrotter@flyfishalaska.com

Brad & Brenda Waitman
Igiugig Lodge, LLC
Igiugig, AK

Paul Hansen

Alaska Rainbow Adventures
Wasilla, AK
paul@mtaonline.net

Dan and Jeff Vermillion

Sweetwater Travel “Worldwide Fly Fishing Travel”

dan@sweetwatertravel.com

Heidi Wild

Wild on the Fly

King Salmon, AK
wildontheflyak@gmail.com

Rolan Ruoss & Jo Muprhy
Sea Hawk Air, Inc.
Kodiak, AK
jo@seahawkair.com

John Rogers

Katmai Coastal Bear Tours
Homer, AK
katmaicoastalbears@gmail.com

Kate & Justin Crump
Frigate Adventure Travel
King Salmon, AK
Justin@frigatetravel.com

Justin Johns
Fishing Bear Lodge
Dillingham, AK

Rus and Carrie Schwausch
EPIC Angling & Adventure

rus@epicanglingadventure.com

Jerry Jacques

Bristol Bay Sportfishing and Adventures

lliamna, AK
jacquesak@aol.com

Wes and Angela Head
Beluga Air LLC

Homer, AK
angela@belugaair.com

Anthony Behm

Alagnak Lodge

Mile 5, Alagnak River

25 miles North of King Salmon, AK
TonyBehm@AlagnakLodge.com

Pat Vermillion

Royal Coachman Lodge
Dillingham, AK
pat@sweetwatertravel.com

John Hohl

Alaska Fly Anglers, Inc.
King Salmon/Kodiak, AK
hohljohn@yahoo.com

Patricia Edel

Blue Fly

King Salmon, AK
fishbluefly@gmail.com

Joe Hyde

Copper River Lodge

lliamna, AK
info@copperriverlodge.com

Dan Oberlatz

Alaska Alpine Adventures
Anchorage, AK
dan@alaskaalpineadventures.com

Cory Luoma
Alaska Fly Out
cory@alaskaflyout.com

Larry Lund
Togiak River Lodge, Inc
Togiak, AK

Daniel Herrig and Bryan Burke
Deneki Outdoors

Rapids Camp Lodge

King Salmon/Anchorage, AK
danh@deneki.com
bryanb@deneki.com



Perry and Angela Mollan
Katmai Wilderness Lodge
Anchorage, AK
bears@katmai-wilderness.com

Indy & Stephanie Walton
Last Cast Lodge

Igiugig, AK
indywalton@yahoo.com

Trout Unlimited- Alaska Program
Representing more than 4,800 members,
anglers and supporters in Alaska.

Nelli Williams, Director

Anchorage, AK

nwilliams@tu.org

Katmai Service Providers

Representing more than 50 business that
operate in the Katmai/Bristol Bay region
Anchorage/Kodiak, AK
info@katmaipark.org

Brian Harry
Intricate Bay Lodge
lliamna, AK

Brian@intricatebaylodge.com

John Perry

Angler's Alibi Alaska
King Salmon, AK
jpduck02@yahoo.com

Dave and Kim Egdorf
WASF, Inc
Dillingham, AK
egdorf@msn.com

Jo Murphy

Sea Hawk Air

Kodiak
info@seahawkair.com

Dave Bachrach

AK Adventures, Inc.
Homer, AK 99603
goseebears@gmail.com

Taj Shoemaker
Island Air Service
Kodiak, AK

taj@flyadg.com



