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Waiting for the Kettle to Boil
At the end of September our washing machine gave up the ghost. So we began to visit the
laundromat and wait [im]patiently for the new washing machine to arrive. I am surprised at how
hard I found it to wait. In the grand scheme of life, waiting for an appliance to arrive is a pretty
small item to cause such turmoil. The people of God waited centuries for the Messiah to come.
Simeon and Anna waited their whole long lives to meet the baby Jesus. Mary and Joseph had
to wait 9 months to meet the blessed child. Surely I could wait a mere 6 weeks for a washing
machine?
One day something happened – it was a pretty insignificant event. But, as with many seemingly
insignificant events, it had a profound effect on my thinking. I was making a cup of tea -- when
I come to a place in my work where I’m stuck I take a break and go make myself a cup of tea -I think I was working on a sermon that day and was struggling to find the words to express
what the Bible readings had to say to life in our world. So I went to the kitchen and plugged in
the kettle and while I was waiting for the kettle to boil, it came to me: I could see my way forward. I believe the pause – waiting for the kettle to boil -- made space for me to hear what God
was trying to tell me. Now, I know that I am not an Isaiah or John the Baptist or a Simeon or
Anna. I’m just an ordinary person, but God enters into the lives of ordinary people too. Sometimes in surprising ways like in waiting for the kettle to boil.
There’s waiting…. and then there’s waiting. There is impatient, frustrated waiting. And then
there is waiting that is a pause … a time in which the holy can break into our lives. This Advent
may your waiting be a pause where the holy can break into your life.
- Pastor Marilyn
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the
law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as
children.
- Galatians 4
p.s. The washing machine did arrive …. now we are waiting for a dryer ☺

Church Council Notes
Bryan Tastad—Council Secretary
From the Council Meeting of November 15, 2017
Your Church Council
 Council extends its thanks to those who helped with the yard
Chairperson—Pat Blakley
cleanup day on October 28.
Vice-Chairperson—Larry Trenouth
 Thanks also to Anna-Marie Skogsrud who filled in as Administrative
Secretary—Bryan Tastad
Assistant while Georgina Krenn was away. Georgina will return to
Treasurer—Ron Belke
work on November 27.
Members
Mik Bickis
 Best wishes for a speedy recovery to Pastor Marilyn who injured her
Alice Hamp
hip in a car accident in October.
Dawn Ingram
 General and special offerings to October 31 were $161,417 and exBetty Lloyd
penses were $167,253, resulting in a fund decrease to the end of
Faith Rohrbough
October of $5,835. There was a deficit of $21,509 on general funds
Jim Sharp
and a surplus of $15,674 on special funds. Your offerings to support
Pastor
Marilyn
Fowlie-Neufeld
ongoing church operations will be greatly appreciated.
(ex officio)
 The Stewardship theme for December is Worship. Watch for announcements and other information about this vital aspect of our ministry together.
 The Finance Committee is now putting together the 2018 budget that will be presented to the AGM in February 2018. If your committee has special budget needs, please convey them to Ron Belke, Larry Trenouth or
Pat Blakley.
 The Augustana Soap Project collects used soap from several local hotels and reprocesses it for use at home
and abroad. The project supplies soap to people who need it while, at the same time, keeping several thousand pounds per year of used soap from entering the City’s landfill. Thanks to Adrienne Kinchen who has
been leading this project for many years. This fall the project was desperately needing a new place to store
the soap. Prayers were answered through an arrangement under which the soap will be stored at the Mennonite Central Committee warehouse on Avenue C. Contact Adrienne Kinchen if you would like to get involved with this very worthwhile project.
 Council is continuing a member contact program under which each council member will contact one or two
congregation members - either in person or by phone - each month. The aim of the program is simply to
touch bases and build our caring community.
 Council now has two vacancies: one to complete the term
Church Office: 306-242-9553
ending February 2018 and one to complete the term ending
February 2019. If you can are interested in serving on council Pastor Marilyn Fowlie-Neufeld 306-250-6172
Office: Georgina Krenn 306-242-9553
for the balance of one of these terms, please contact council
Parish Nurse: Carol Kostiuk 306- 291-2586
chairperson Pat Blakley.
Custodians: Tammi/Brandi Schumaker
 Church council’s will next meet on Wednesday, December 20. Chairperson Pat Blakley
If you have suggested items for the agenda, please contact
Vice-Chairperson: Larry Trenouth
any council member.
Treasurer: Ron Belke
St. Timothy’s Liaison: Jim Sharp

Our Mission Statement

Augustana Evangelical Lutheran Church is a family in Christ. We gather to worship God and to celebrate God’s grace received through faith. We are Christians who proclaim the universal lordship of Jesus Christ and, as Lutherans, we believe
that we receive salvation through faith, not through our own works. Our congregation aims to serve God and use our
different talents in Christian service in our community and the world. Through the Holy Spirit, we draw closer to Christ,
spreading His good news and sharing His love through word and deed to foster the continual growth of the church.
2

Prayer Changes Things
Prayer Net -- Volunteers on this list
will respect the confidential nature of
information given to them. As memPastor Marilyn
bers of the prayer net, our commitSandra Cey
ment is to pray for those who ask for
Alice Hamp
special prayers or for those whose
Ev Schumacher
need has been made known to us.
To activate the prayer net, contact
Faith Rohrbough
any person on the list; that person
Noreen Donald
will then spread the information to
Heather Kleiner
other members of the prayer net via
Marion Turnbull
the internet as soon as possible.
When a prayer request is received or Meta Freitag
need is known, we should pray as
soon as possible and as often and for Marie Ebbert
as long as seems appropriate. Prayer Ev Knoll
is a gift God has given us to use to
Grace Frank
share joys and sorrows. God hears our
Jim Komar
prayers. Intercessory prayers, prayers
for others, are offered as we follow Christ’s example.

THE

PRAYER NET

(306) 242-9553

augustanapastor@sasktel.net

(306) 373-1071

s.cey@shaw.ca

(306) 956-0049

ahamp@sasktel.net

(306) 374-2134

evelyn.s@shaw.ca

(306) 373-3192

faith.rohrbough@sasktel.ca

(306) 477-2663

noreen.donald@shaw.ca

(306) 244-2726

kleiner@sasktel.net

(306) 652-0090
(306) 373-8191
(306) 374-2536

km.ebbert@sasktel.net

(306) 343-0313

irvevknoll@shaw.ca

(306) 664-4923

gef58@shaw.ca

(306) 665-6913

charliesplace@sasktel.net

Please remember all those in need of our prayers:
Ev Schumacher, Gayle Dixon, Lynda Wowk, Elsie Stephan, Lisa Hamp, Ken Ebbert,
Danielle Fast Carlson, Ron Fast, Allain DeCorby, Larry Lundgren, Diane Hiltz, Caron
Parke, Walter Ulmer, Alice Hamp, Jennie Sukut, Edna Soule, Ron and Georgina
Krenn, Inger Grieve, Linda Richmond;, Louise Goos
May they be strengthened in the knowledge of God’s grace and the healing power of the Holy
Thanks to our December Assistants!
Date

Acolytes

Lectors

Prayers

Dec 3

Jayce Galaura

Larry Trenouth,/Linda Stauffer / Wayne and
Eileen Carlson/ Ruth Zuk/ Ken Peterson

Faith Rohrbough

Dec 10

Jayven Galaura

Betty Lloyd,/Austen Smith

Angie Johnson

Ruth Zuk/Mik Bickis

Tannis Sharp

Larry Trenouth/ Ken Peterson/ Wayne and
Eileen Carlson

TBA

Dec 24pm

Sharon Morley/ Gordon Morley

TBA

Dec 25

TBA

TBA

Betty Lloyd

TBA

Dec 17
Dec 24am

Dec 31

Decland
Heuchert
Elsa LisselDeCorby

Jayven Galaura

3

Altar Guild

Linda Stauffer/
Sharon Morley

December Heath Awareness
Coping with Grief and Loss Through the Holidays
-Carol Kostiuk, Parish Nurse“Holidays are times spent with loved ones” but how on earth can anyone be expected to cope with them when a
loved one has died? How can you celebrate togetherness when there is none? When you have lost someone
special, your world loses its celebratory qualities. Holidays magnify the loss. The sadness feels sadder and the
loneliness goes deeper. The need for support may be the greatest during the holidays. Pretending you don’t hurt
and/or it is not a harder time of the year is just not the truth for you. Here are a few suggestions to incorporate
your loved one and your loss into the holidays.
Give it a time and a place: say a prayer before the Christmas dinner about your loved one; light a candle; create
an online tribute for them; share a favorite story; tell a funny story; remember them at your place of worship.
Have a Plan A/Plan B – Plan A is a Christmas dinner, if it doesn’t feel right, go to Plan B with family and friends –
perhaps looking through a photo album or go to a special place you went to together. Just knowing there is a
plan B may be enough. Or - allow yourself to take a year off! Try a
new tradition, change some, keep others – give yourself time to feel
what is right for you.
Be gentle and protect yourself; don’t do more than you want or can at
the time; allow time for your feelings; don’t keep things bottled up;
allow others to help – call someone; pay attention to the children so
they are not the forgotten grievers; say a prayer; do something you
loved to do together – it isn’t how you remember, you honor them by
the fact that you remember - and sadness is allowed; rest; eat well;
weeping releases excessive tension; forgive and receive forgiveness
– Jesus loves both you and your loved one; let God lead you to your
new normal; reduce activity and increase connectivity throughout the
holiday to reclaim your heavenly purpose here on Earth, letting your loved one rest in God’s peace and grace.
Acknowledge that the holidays will be different; remember that not everyone will be grieving the same way you
are; put out a “memory stocking” and choose a time to read them together; include your loved one’s favorite holiday dish in your meal; be honest with yourself and others what you do and don’t want to do; make a donation in
their name; if need be see a counselor; choose some special items that belonged to your loved one to give to
family who will appreciate the mementos; make a special Christmas ornament; give their clothes to a homeless
shelter; play their favorite holiday music; take your own vehicle to a holiday event so you can leave early if you
choose; decide if you want to exchange gifts; display a favorite photo; seek something you are grateful for once a
day; ask someone else to cook the meal; shop online if the crowds are too much; say yes to offers of help/ask for
help; seek moments of silence and quite; meditate and journal. Remember, grief is complicated because there is
no set pattern. Grief is expressed in many ways, such as despair, anxiety, panic, anger, guilt, fatigue, sadness
and yearning – all for what was and dreams that will not come to be. Your own natural wisdom will, in time, allow
your healing process to open you more fully to the love and peace given to you by those who love you most.
This in itself will help you survive and cope with the grief attacks that seem to be triggered by anything within
grief’s complicated timetable!
May God bless all those who are grieving and have suffered loss. May they feel the peace and grace so lovingly
shared by our Savior, throughout this Christmas Season.
With joy, gratitude and thanksgiving – Carol, Parish Nurse. Phone 306 291-2586.
Email: augustananurse@sasktel.net
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ELW Dinner - Augustana E.L.W. would like to invite the women of Augustana and St. Timothy’s to a festive
“Joys of the Season” social and catered turkey dinner on Friday, December 1, 2017, in Fellowship Hall. The
evening features punch at 5:30 p.m., supper at 6:00 p.m., seasonal singing, a fun gift exchange, reflection
time, and gathering items for Interval House. The tickets are $15.00 each and can be purchased from Sandra
Cey or Sharon Morley. We invite you to also bring a $l.00 (wrapped) gift to participate in a fun gift exchange. It
has been our tradition to support Interval House at Christmas. We collect money mainly (so that Interval
House can purchase specific items for their residents at Christmas), however if people wish to donate basic
items such as soap, lotions, washcloths, writing paper, envelopes, stamps, toothpaste, tooth brushes, etc., we
welcome them as well. We invite you to participate only if you wish. Deadline to purchase tickets is
Wednesday, November 29. Feel free to invite your friends as well!



Winter Clothing - Our partners from La Ronge will visit early in December (exact date not set yet). If you
have lightly used winter clothing or blankets that you can donate, please drop them off at the Fellowship Hall
by December 3.



Bake Sale - Augustana-St. Timothy's will be holding a bake and craft sale on Sunday, December 3, before
and after the Sunday service, in the Fellowship Hall. Please bring your donated baking and/or craft items to
the church by Saturday, December 2, from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. so that they can be priced. If your items need
to be refrigerated, please bring them Sunday morning.



Christmas Hampers for Needy - The Health Cabinet will be collecting donations for the purchase of Christmas hampers to be distributed to the needy. Members of the Health Cabinet will be set up in the narthex after
worship services. The target is to collect $1,300 which will be enough for 14 hampers.



JOY Group - The JOY Group cordially invites you to their Christmas Luncheon on Friday, December 8 at
11:30 a.m. at the Cave Restaurant. Our program will include the musical talent of Rev. Dr. Ann Salmon. We
also ask that each of you bring a wrapped $1-$2 gift (gender neutral) for a fun gift exchange. Please put your
name on the sign-up sheet by Sunday, December 3. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend this fun
-filled afternoon! If you need a ride, please call: Sandra Cey or Sharon Morley.



Bible Study - The Bible Study will continue every Tuesday at 1:30 through December 19. Bible Study will
begin again on Tuesday, January 9 at 1:30.



Spiritual Growth Group - The Spiritual Growth Group usually meets twice a month for breakfast and discussion of a book, however, in December there will be only one meeting on Tuesday, December 5 at 7 a.m. at
the home of Heather Kleiner. We currently are discussing the book The Road to Character by David Brooks.
New members are always welcome. If you have any questions about this group please contact Noreen Donald.



Bible Sunday - Sunday, December 10, the Second Sunday in Advent, has traditionally been known in parts
of the Christian Church as BIBLE SUNDAY. That designation went with the ancient collect or prayer of the
day for Advent II in the Book of Common Prayer. That prayer in more updated English can be found in our
current hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, on page 72, the second one given with the title ‘Grace to receive the word’. Once again Ken Peterson has prepared (complied, authored) the Daily Bible Reading Guide
for the Canadian Bible Society, the 33rd consecutive one that he has done. Ken will place a copy of it in the
mailboxes in advance of December 10. The copy which you will receive is the one that does list the alternate
passages for about 20 days of the year from books of the Apocrypha, but also listed for those days are passages from the 66 books of the canonical Bible. Some of you who are regular contributors to the Bible Society
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will probably have received a copy (without those alternate passes) in a recent mailing from CBS. If you don’t
need two, feel free to give the extra one to a friend or another family member.


ELW - Augustana-St. Timothy's ELW Bible study and meeting for December will take place on Monday, December 11 at 7:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. The ladies are reminded to bring 3 dozen cookies which will be
packed that evening and taken to the Crisis Nursery and the students at the Lutheran Theological Seminary.
Also a reminder to bring a gift for your Prayer Partner.



Gift for Abdoul - The ELW will again be sending a financial Christmas gift to their adopted child, Abdoul. If
you are interested in contributing to this gift, please place your donation in the offering plate, marked accordingly. Your donations are very much appreciated.



Mitten Tree - In keeping with the spirit of the Advent season, the ELW will be setting up the Mitten Tree in the
narthex for the first Sunday in Advent, December 3rd, to be decorated with mittens, toques, scarves, etc.
Yarn will be placed under the tree for anyone wishing to knit/crochet articles to be donated to the Crisis Nursery and Scattered Sites-LaRonge.



Canadian Lutheran World Relief Living and Learning Kits - are to be brought to the church no later than
Sunday, December 3 as they will be blessed and packed for shipment that day.



In-Motion—The In-Motion exercise classes, usually held Tuesdays and Thursdays at 10 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall will wind up on December 14 for the Christmas season and begin again on January 9. Please join us
in the New Year!



Friendship Inn - Would you like to help serve lunch at the Friendship Inn on an occasional basis? More volunteers are always welcome. Augustana’s day is Thursday, December 14 from 11:30 AM - 1:15 PM. Contact
Heather for more information or to volunteer.



Men’s Book and Breakfast - The Men’s Book and Breakfast meets each Wednesday morning at Grainfields
in Grosvenor Park Shopping Centre, beginning at 7 a.m. We are just starting a new book (yet to be decided)
so it will be a good time to join us!



Christmas Eve Services 

Lessons and Carols featuring the Augustana and St. Timothy’s Choir on Sunday, December 24 at
10:30 a.m.



Christmas Eve Candlelight Service on Sunday, December 24 at 7 p.m.



Choir - No choir rehearsal December 28 or January 4; first choir rehearsal in 2018 will be January
12th. Please stay tuned for details about our Epiphany Choir party!



Billets Needed - The Canadian Chamber Choir is coming to Saskatoon and we will be hearing some of the
singers perform at our worship service, including a piece with our own parish choir. The Saskatchewan Tour
happens Feb. 2-11, and includes a concert at Knox United with the Saskatoon Children’s Choir and North Battleford’s Kamala Youth Choir on Feb. 4, and a performance with the Saskatoon Symphony on Feb. 10th. If
you are interested in providing a homestay for one of these interesting and very nice people, please contact
Deborah Buck. Exact nights billets are needed are: Feb. 2, 3, 4 and Feb. 8, 9 and possibly 10. Thank
you!
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Calendar at a Glance
Wednesday, December 20
7:00 AM Men’s Book & Brkfst @ Grainfields
7:00 PM Church Council
Thursday, December 21
7:00 PM Choir Practice
7:30 PM AA Meeting
Friday, December 22
1:00 PM Holy Rollers
Saturday, December 23
3:00 PM The Tea Room Group
Sunday, December 24
10:30 AM 4th Sunday of Advent Service of Lessons and Carols
7:00 PM Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Monday, December 25
10:30 AM Christmas Day Worship
Saturday, December 30
3:00 PM The Tea Room Group
Sunday, December 31
10:30 AM Worship

December Stewardship Focus - Worship
Friday, December 1
1:00 PM Holy Rollers
5:30 PM ELW “Joys of the Season” Dinner
Saturday, December 2
3:00 PM The Tea Room Group
Sunday, December 3
10:30 AM 1st Sunday of Advent Service of
Lessons & Carols & Sunday School
(Bake Sale before and after service)
Tuesday, December 5
7:00 AM Spiritual Growth Group
10:00 AM In-Motion
1:30 PM Bible Study
Wednesday, December 6
7:00 AM Men’s Book & Brkfst @ Grainfields
Thursday, December 7
10:00 AM In-Motion
7:00 PM Choir Practice
7:30 PM AA Meeting
Friday, December 8
11:30 AM JOY Group @ The Cave
1:00 PM Holy Rollers
Saturday, December 9
3:00 PM The Tea Room Group
Sunday, December 10
10:30 AM 2nd Sunday of Advent Worship &
Sunday School
Monday, December 11
7:30 PM ELW Bible study and meeting
Tuesday, December 12
10:00 AM In-Motion
1:30 PM Bible Study
Wednesday, December 13
7:00 AM Men’s Book & Brkfst @ Grainfields
Thursday, December 14
10:00 AM In-Motion
11:30 AM Friendship Inn
7:00 PM Choir Practice
7:30 PM AA Meeting
Friday, December 15
1:00 PM Holy Rollers
Saturday, December 16
3:00 PM The Tea Room Group
Sunday, December 17
10:30 AM 3rd Sunday of Advent Worship &
Sunday School
Tuesday, December 19
1:30 PM Bible Study

AIM
Where is Augustana In Mission this
month?
>> WORSHIP <<
please check out the AIM wall
by the coat rack

Thanks to all those who helped with fall cleanup
on October 28!
7

DECEMBER

2017
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10:00 AM In-Motion
7:00 PM Choir Practice
7:30 PM-AA Meeting

7

1:00 PM Holy Rollers

15

1:00 PM Holy Rollers
11:30 AM JOY Group @ The
Cave
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1:00 PM Holy Rollers
5:30 PM ELW Dinner

1

FRI

3:00 PM Tea Room Group

16

3:00 PM Tea Room Group

9

3:00 PM Tea Room Group

2

SAT

21

1:00 PM Holy Rollers

22

30

3:00 PM Tea Room Group

23

10:30 AM 1st Sunday of Advent Service of Lessons and Carols & SS
(Bake sale before and after service)

20

7:00 PM Choir Practice
7:30 PM-AA Meeting

29

THU

7:00 AM Men’s Book & Brkfst

14

WED

5

13

TUE

7:00 AM Spiritual Growth
Group
10:00 AM In-Motion
1:30 PM Bible Study

7:00 AM Men’s Book & Brkfst

MON

12

SUN

11
10:00 AM In-Motion
1:30 PM Bible Study

19

7:00 AM Men’s Book & Brkfst
7:00 PM Church Council

28

4

10
7:30 PM ELW Bible study
and meeting

3

10:30 AM 2nd Sunday of Advent Worship & SS

10:00 AM In-Motion
11:30 AM Friendship Inn
7:00 PM Choir Practice
7:30 PM AA Meeting

1:30 PM Bible Study

27

18

26

10:00 AM In-Motion
7:00 PM Choir Practice
7:30 PM-AA Meeting

17

25

7:00 AM Spiritual Growth Grrp 7:00 AM Men’s Book & Brkfst
10:00 AM In-Motion
1:30 PM Bible Study

10:30 AM 3rd Sunday of Advent Worship & SS

24

10:30 AM—4th Sunday of
Advent Service of Lessons & Carols

3:00 PM Tea Room Group

10:30 AM 4th Sunday of Advent Service of Lessons & Carols
7:00 PM Christmas Eve Candlelight
Service

31
10:30 Worship
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