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Editor’s Note
This the fall issue of Trinité is special in several ways.
The magazine is now 10 years old, and we take note of that
with justifiable pride – and with an article by Joseph Coyle,
one of our favorite writers. He describes Trinité’s mission as
“to cover the Cathedral and its world,” and in his recounting
(pages 28-34) he gives a lot of examples of how the
magazine has tried to fulfill that mission.
Those page numbers themselves hold some significance:
This is the largest issue Trinité has ever published. A big
issue, and for a big reason – a different kind of strategic
plan, one that involves not raising money or building
walls, but refocusing on the Cathedral’s core mission, and
in turn the goal and purpose of each of our ministries.
Beginning on page 5, Dean Lucinda defines the
undertaking and the goals. On the pages that follow
we read the specifics of our various missions. The basic
message, the ultimate mission, is eternal: “Walk in love, as
Christ loved us.” But the specifics of our statements help
us relate that grand and simple mission to our own lives
and the lives of those around us.
Other articles invite us to worship, with a visit to the nave
led by our docent; with a reminder of how our musical
excellence pulls us into a personal experience of faith; and
with a call to the special duty of helping our youth grow
in faith.
Recently we marked another anniversary, the 15th of the
horrors known simply as “9/11.” Philip Worré evokes
Canon Mary Haddad’s summons for a Christian response
immediately following that tragic day, and every day for
the rest of our lives.
Welcome to Trinité’s next decade.
Walter Wells, Editor
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What follows are
capsule sketches
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GROWING UP
ENCOURAGED,
EMPOWERED
& STRENGTHENED
IN FAITH

Spring 2007: “The Cathedral’s Friday guests,” a look at the people who
attend the Friday Mission Lunch, a full-course repast replete with cheese and
real china, then celebrating its 15th year in business. A sidebar introduces
you to six of the regulars who talk about themselves and the meals they
enjoy at the Cathedral.
Fall 2007: “Love in a Box Paris (cover story), the most impressive Cathedral
outreach project of all, now nearing its 20th year, in which thousands of
Christmas gift boxes are filled, wrapped and sent off to needy kids in France
and elsewhere in the world.
Fall 2007: “Third-culture kids,” about Cathedral teens whose lives as
Americans in foreign lands make them a new breed, and how it is to live in
the zone of the continuing goodbye.

By Joseph Coyle

Spring 2008: “In the deanery after the war,” in which Elizabeth Riddle,
widow of Sturgis Riddle, Dean from 1949 to 1974, recalls the “Second
Belle Epoque,” when Paris loved Americans and the likes of Princess Grace,
Elizabeth Taylor and Edith Piaf graced our halls.

TRINITÉ
AT TEN

Fall 2009: “Glimpses of Palestine,” which follows a day in the life of the
Arab Evangelical Episcopal School in Ramallah, when Cathedral visitors are
treated to song, dance and a barbecue.
Spring 2010: “The ties that bind,” an evening with the Friends of the
American Cathedral as they gather in Washington, D.C., at the residence of
France’s ambassador to the U.S.
Spring 2010: “Where we come from, why we come”: A century ago,
diversity occurred when an Englishman showed up on Sunday to ogle
American moguls. Now, half of our parishioners have some French in them
and all continents are represented.

Covering the Cathedral and its world

Spring 2010: “A musical evening with the Cathedral’s own talent”: Since
2004, every October a cabaret tribute to a single composer has brightened
the rentrée. First up: Cole Porter, to honor “his” piano, one of the
Cathedral’s more surprising treasures.

Youth Across Europe will celebrate its 20th year
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Fall 2010: A set of special reports from Haiti months after the devastating
earthquake there, detailing the part the Cathedral played in helping
Haitians to recover.
Fall 2010: “Nine decades of glamor and service,” the stunning history of the
Junior Guild, which has combined outreach to the poor of Paris with some
of the most glittering charity balls the city has ever seen.

A fresh look at
Abbey’s triptych
CONSTRUCTING
FOR OUR FUTURE

Spring 2012: “A discerning congregation imagines a new Dean,” a spiritual
self-portrait of this singular, ever-shifting, inimitable collection of
Christian souls.

A success story
from start to finish

BY JUDITH DAVIS, PAGES 25-26

BY JOSEPH COYLE, PAGES 27-33

TRINITÉ ARTICLES, PAGES 34-35
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Dean and Rector
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By Lucinda Laird

If you want to make God laugh, make a plan.
So goes the old joke. And if God laughs at a simple
plan, how about long-term strategic planning?
Like so much else about our faith this one is
paradoxical. Christianity is incarnational, very much
of this life and this world, and in this world we need to
make plans – but always knowing that God may have
other things in mind, giving us “infinitely more than
we can ask or imagine.”
So we do our best. And try to be ready for surprises.
The last time the Cathedral did the work of strategic
planning it led to the formation of the Together in
Faith project, an exciting and daring major overhaul
and renovation of our physical plant. Together in faith
we took a bold step, and the results are spectacular.
Now, as we live into our new space, we are discovering
not only benefits we planned for, but others we didn’t
foresee. And as we go further into this new reality, and
pray and think about our life together and our hopes
for the future, we have embarked on another strategic
planning process.

So we do our best.
And try to be ready
for surprises.
I doubt very seriously (never say never) that this
one will end in a bricks-and-mortar building project.
But, God willing, it will result in building a vision we
share and goals that will move us forward. Buildings
are simpler, the goal easier to define, our success visible
and easy to measure. But the current exercise, if more
nebulous, will bring us closer together in community,
and give us a roadmap as we walk this part of the
journey of the American Cathedral in Paris.
Who are we and what are we called to be and do?
Every church should ask these questions on a regular
basis, and this Cathedral more than most. Our

context is unique, and constantly changing. We are
an American church in a foreign country, but our
congregation is from many countries. We have a very
rapid turnover of parishioners. Fewer Americans are
being sent to Paris now for business, law, journalism
or finance, and when they are, they stay for shorter
periods. We have more Francophone parishioners
than we have had in the past. We have friends (and
Friends!) around the world, people for whom we have
been important at a crucial juncture, and a beloved
community – but how do they stay connected? We live
in a secular country. We live in a time of fear, and issues
of security threaten to overwhelm and paralyze us.
We also live in a time of deep yearning for spiritual
depth, wholeness and holiness, true peace, the bonds of
community, and healing for ourselves and our world.
So, in the name of Christ, who are we and what are we
called to be and do?
It was in this context that we began our strategic
planning in the spring of 2014. We had some help to
begin with from two gifted clergy leaders who have
done similar work: The Very Reverend Tracey Lind, Dean
of Trinity Cathedral, Cleveland; and the Reverend
Jay Sidebotham, Director of “Renewal Works,” in the
ministry of Forward Movement that challenges parishes
to refocus on spiritual growth and to identify ways that
God is calling them to grow. But most of what we have
done has been from the bottom up, starting with the
Vestry, but involving the entire congregation. We have
brainstormed, analyzed, polled, interviewed, gathered
in groups large and small, written and re-written
statements and goals, set aside large chunks of time for
reflection, examined our ministries, and prayed – a lot.
We’re not finished – not by a long shot – but we have
done a lot of work that is already shaping our mission
and ministry.
We are focusing on three areas:
– growing spiritually: our life in Christ
– strengthening our communal life:
our life together
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– financial sustainability: a solid foundation
for Cathedral life now and well into the future
Phase I has focused on the first two goals. As we have
received input from over thirty ministries, five vestry
classes, and a half-day parish retreat, we have been
inundated with ideas large and small. People care pretty
passionately, and the process itself has strengthened
our life together. Co-chair Katherine Millen Worré
has said, “I’m not sure there has been [a strategic plan]
in years that has asked every ministry team to actively
participate, formulate and goal-set alongside Vestry and
clergy. I think this speaks to ministry revitalization and
health” (italics mine).
All the Cathedral ministries examined their core
purpose and wrote a mission/vision statement for their
work. The Vestry received these, and “read, marked,
learned and inwardly digested them” (one of my
favorite phrases from a collect in our prayer book). For
organizational purposes, we regrouped all the ministries
(34 at last count) into five functional tiers – which has
resulted in better organization, more sharing of energy
and resources, the breaking down of silos, and some
changes from “but we’ve always done it that way!”
to “well, have you thought of …. could we try ….
interesting idea!” And, quite simply, it makes it easier to
describe a lot of what we do:
WORSHIP
Acolytes, Altar Guild, Eventide, Flower Guild,
Lectors, Ministers of Communion, Music, Ushers
OUTREACH
Friday Mission Lunch, Front Desk, Junior Guild,
Lambda, Love in a Box, Mission and Outreach
FORMATION
Adult Education, Docents, Youth Program(s),
Sunday School
FELLOWSHIP
Young Adults, Cathedral Kids & Families,
Communications, Parish Life, Pastoral Care,
Welcome Committee/Newcomers

STEWARDSHIP
Archives, Art Committee, Finance, Garden Guild,
Stewardship Umbrella (Annual Call to Membership,
Friends, Trinity Society, Organ), Ventures,
Volunteers

We have steps large and
small that we have decided
to take together, and we are
united in, and excited by,
our foci and priorities.
So here we are, at the end of Phase I, with three
areas to focus on, and five tiers – AND interconnected
strategic goals and priorities to guide us over the next
few years. It’s fascinating to see it all take shape – to
see a vision such as “a radical, inclusive welcome to all”
taking concrete form with specific goals and priorities.
THE BIG PICTURE, I believe, is this: we are a
healthy Christian community that is being stretched
and challenged. We have listened and prayed, and we
believe we share a calling to go deeper into the mystery
that is love, that is God in Christ; to break down
barriers that separate us and to care for each other; to
reach out to the stranger; to help those in need; to offer
hope to a city and a world that seem more and more
frightening, and to people whose fear impels them to
close down. We believe that growing spiritually and
strengthening our communal life will enable us, with
God’s help, to build a Cathedral community that forms
children, youth and adults into disciples, into people
through whom God’s Spirit can work.
We have steps large and small that we have decided
to take together, and we are united in, and excited by,
our foci and priorities.
What kind of concrete form are we talking about?
Well, each tier and, sometimes, each ministry group
has written a mission statement, set strategic goals, and
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By Lucinda Laird

then listed 2016-2018 strategic priorities. Some of the
priorities are big; some are very small. For instance,
the Vestry has already achieved some things having to
do with visible leadership: there is a Vestry person with
the presiding priest each Sunday as she greets people
after the service; Vestry members have noticeable
badges to wear on Sundays. In the planning stage is the
launching of a monthly digital newsletter, Vestry Voice.
There are big Finance Committee priorities: “encourage
revenue generation in all categories”; “make spending
decisions based on who we are and what we have, not
on who we wish we were or had”; and “designate all
legacies for debt repayment.” The first is ongoing,
the second is happening, and the third is done. Then
there are the small but telling priorities from various
groups: use of bulletin boards (DONE – a new board
is up); increased front desk presence (still a goal – we
are trying to recruit more people, and especially for
evening hours); and – one of my favorites – a new choir
recording (stay tuned).

Phase II will focus on financial sustainability. Let me
put it bluntly: we MUST make some changes if we are
to continue as a healthy and viable community. These
are difficult times, and some of what we counted on in
the past will not be back. If we continue on our present
course, we will either run out of resources in several years,
or we will have to drastically reduce our budget, cutting
staff, downsizing or eliminating the music program, and
folding in on ourselves. I am not pessimistic; indeed,
I have great faith that we can find new ways, and I also
believe that God provides the resources necessary to
do the work God calls us to do. But I do say this to
be clear.
I think of four “pillars” that support us financially:
– pledge and plate: pledges from our membership the commitment we make to each other and to God
- and the donations given by visitors;
– the Friends of the Cathedral;

Our Sunday School decided to renew its curriculum
this year. In looking at what we want our children to
learn, we said two things. First, we want them to know
a loving community where they are always welcomed
and accepted. And then we chose two passages from the
Bible that sum up what the God we worship has said
to us:
 he Lord has told you, O mortal, what is good;
T
   and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
   and to walk humbly with your God? (Micah 6:8)
[Jesus said] ‘The first commandment is this, “You shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with
all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your
strength.” The second is this, “You shall love your neighbor
as yourself.” There is no other commandment greater than
these.’ (Mark 12:30-31)
I think this is exactly right, and I think it is a sign
of the shared vision and focus we are achieving. We
are a living community, and that means there is always
change, but right now, in this time and place, and with
these people, this is the road we are walking.

– our endowment, growing primarily by legacies;
– income from “Ventures,” the name for our
increasing use of our space for various outside
functions, and groups such as the Montessori
School.
All four must be examined and strengthened.
In May, the Vestry appointed a small task force for
this phase. We will involve the entire community once
again, but we also know that for this work we must
go beyond the Cathedral community in Paris. It’s
important work, challenging and exciting. The readers
of Trinité span the globe, and we want you to be part
of this adventure with us.
Many, many, many people have worked long and
hard on the “Living out our Mission in Christ”
Strategic Plan – and continue to do so. I must,
however, give special thanks to Katherine Millen Worré
and Jeb Seder, the original co-chairs of the process.
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LIVING OUT
OUR MISSION
IN CHRIST
The Cathedral’s exercise
of renewing its ministries

How we state our Cathedral’s mission

To share the good news of God in Christ by worship, word and example, as
a parish church in the city of Paris and as a cathedral in Europe, living our
faith and serving the common good, inspired by our American, Episcopal, and
Anglican heritage and open to the cultures, languages and faiths that surround us.
We pursue this mission through prayer, observance of the sacraments, fellowship,
education, stewardship, and outreach to our community and the world beyond.

This past winter, as part of the Living out Our Mission in Christ Strategic Plan,
all ministries at the Cathedral reflected on their core purpose and updated their
mission statements accordingly.
It was a large-scale effort that included the participation of more than 30 ministries
that make up the principal activities of life at the Cathedral.
The Vestry then reviewed the statements and sorted the ministries into five tiers:
Worship, Outreach, Formation, Fellowship and Stewardship.
That organization has a threefold purpose: to foster communication between the
different ministries, to enhance cooperation and effectiveness, and to increase
communication between the different ministry committees and the Vestry.
Cathedral ministries reflect our calling in Christ and the statements below showcase
the myriad efforts that parishioners, staff and clergy put into our communal life.
They are inspiring, they are edifying and they are an invitation.
To get involved in one of the ministries below, please visit http://amcathparis.
com/get-involved/ or call +33 (0) 1 53 23 84 00.

The Cathedral’s ministry exercise of renewal

20-30s
Johan Michel, chair

To welcome with friendliness any new 20s and 30s
parishioner; to build mutual understanding and new
projects for the Cathedral; and to become a lively,
dynamic and open-minded community.
Acolytes
Andrew Kluetz, chair

To humbly serve at God’s altar, assisting the clergy
in the execution of the liturgy and assuring that all
members of the congregation and our guests are able
to participate fully and comfortably in Cathedral
services. While adults are welcomed and encouraged
to participate in this ministry, we offer an opportunity
for youth to contribute to and support the worship of
the Cathedral, to learn the history and traditions of our
church and to grow in faith through service.

provide for the suitable furnishing and decorations
of the altar and to take due and reverent care of its
appointments and to care for the vestments of the clergy.
Archives
Kate Thweatt, chair

To ensure that the Cathedral archives are preserved,
inventoried, and kept in a safe and secure place in the
Cathedral. The committee also takes on the task of
organizing important historical papers from the past
and answering the occasional query.

Adult Education
Peter Brooks and Bill Tompson, chairs

To deepen our understanding of Christian faith and
life, drawing on scripture, reason and tradition to
understand its relevance to our lives and to our world,
attentive to God’s hand in the co-evolution of our
world and of our church. In pursuit of this goal, Adult
Education at the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity aims to:
– provide a framework for reflecting together on how
we as Christians respond to current events that touch
our lives, such as terror attacks and climate change;
– explore the insights of contemporary theologians
weaving novel integrations of scripture, views of
other religions and modern thinking on the roots of
morality and spirituality; and
– build connections among the parishioners and
visitors to share experiences of our journeys to live life
more fully.
Programs include the informal, conversational
Sunday forums on popular and thought-provoking
topics, Thursday morning Bible study, weekday evening
series to explore in depth scripture or as a book group,
and occasional special events.
Altar Guild
Harriet Rivière, chair

To prepare for the worship services of the church
as directed by the Dean or his or her designates, to

Art Committee
(Chair to be determined)

To preserve and promote the Cathedral’s inventory of
art and significant historical furniture and to facilitate
and organize art education and fellowship opportunities
within the Cathedral’s parish, local and international
communities.
Cathedral Kids and Families
Bill Holmberg and Matt Christensen, chairs

To enrich the lives of Cathedral youth by helping them
feel closer to the church and an integral part of the
Cathedral community. We pursue this mission through
organizing educational, community-building and fun
family activities.
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Convocation of Episcopal Churches in Europe

The Cathedral elects two representatives to the
Convocation. Currently they are Sue Greig (Vestry)
and Rob Davis (Senior Warden). Parishioner Anne
Swardson serves on the Bishop’s Council of Advice.
Docents
Dennis Grove and Giles Williams, chairs

To share the good news of God in Christ by promoting
the understanding of the history of our parish church
in the city of Paris and as a cathedral in Europe, and
its unique architectural legacy as an expression of
our faith and serving the common good, inspired by
our American, Episcopal, and Anglican heritage. We
pursue this mission through visitation of our house of
worship as being defined by the ministration of the
holy sacraments, and highlighting its place not only in
the social, artistic, architectural, and liturgical legacy
of the American Episcopal Church and the Anglican
Communion, but also as a significant part of the
religious patrimony of France.
Eventide Group
Jennifer Kilbourne, chair

Eventide is a worship service that is essentially a
“meditation mass,” a Eucharist entirely conceived in
cultivating the inner silence that lies within each of
us. The liturgy uses words sparingly, in poems, gospel
readings, prayers and songs; and draws on the sensory
inspirations of sight, sound and smell to draw us into
contemplation and silence.

Friday Mission Lunch
Judy Nicault, chair

To be the church in action, specifically to answer
the call to “feed my sheep” and “love your neighbor”
through welcoming and feeding 64 guests every week
of the year in an atmosphere of hospitality and dignity.
We welcome all, both in the dining hall and in the
kitchen, and provide a safe place of welcome to guests
and volunteers seeking fellowship and family. We
pursue this mission together with partner churches and
volunteers from the local community.

Finance Committee
Rob Johnson, chair

To advise the Treasurer and the Vestry on financial
matters so as to ensure the financial health and stability
of the parish.
Flower Guild
Susan Greig, chair

To intensify and support worship by decorating the
Cathedral with plants and flowers appropriate for the
regular and special services of the liturgical year and for
weddings and funerals and other events, while being
careful stewards of our resources and using donations
for flowers for the purposes for which they are given.

Front Desk “Accueillistes”
Sigun Coyle, chair

To be the first person any visitor meets when entering
the Cathedral. The Welcome Desk not only greets
visitors and regular parishioners, but also serves as an
information desk, switchboard operator, administrative
assistant, PR presence and an all-round support staff to
the Cathedral.

The Cathedral’s ministry exercise of renewal

Garden Guild
Patricia Gastaud-Gallagher, chair

Love in a Box (LIAB)
Judy Nicault, chair

To maintain the Dean’s Garden in such a way that it
provides a dignified space with interesting plantings,
some of which are changed twice a year for seasonal
appropriateness, in keeping with the beauty of the
Cathedral, for the enjoyment of our Dean, and all who
enter the Cathedral.

To be the church in action, specifically to provide
and to facilitate the giving of practical and fun gifts
to children in need in our community and beyond
during the Christmas season. We do this together
as a community with area schools, other churches,
community groups and individuals. We reach the most
vulnerable and forgotten through partner charities that
take care of these children and their families all year.

Junior Guild
Canon Mary Haddad

To give help where it is most needed, and at the
same time to provide women who have American
connections with an opportunity to become better
acquainted through their service to others.
LAGV (Les Arts George V)
Nancy Brune, chair

Les Arts George V, an independent association based
at the Cathedral, is dedicated to promoting and
producing professional quality musical and artistic
events from around the globe at The American
Cathedral in Paris. Benefiting parishioners and the
greater Paris community, proceeds from events, and
donations help fund the extensive music program
at the Cathedral.
Lambda
Delphine Kilhoffer, chair

To welcome and accompany those who have been
discriminated against or rejected by their faith
communities for their gender or sexual orientation, to be
a place of friendship and community and to advocate for
equality and social justice for LGBT people.
Lectors
Jocelyn Phelps, chair

To contribute to worship through the Liturgy of the
Word. The work of lectors is to proclaim the Word
of God. When we proclaim the Word of God, we are
reaching out to share something which is good and
important to hear. Lectors read the Word so that we all
can share it; they help the congregation to receive this
Word in faith.

We are committed to providing as many children as
possible with a high-quality box full of much-desired
toys, practical items, and candy appropriate for their
age and gender. We grow networks of volunteers each
year to meet increasing demand and to facilitate the
replication and adoption of the project inside other
structures and communities.
Ministers of Communion
Francie Plough Seder, chair

To assist the clergy in the distribution of the sacraments
of Christ’s body and blood to every person who wishes
to receive them. We believe that we serve at the table
of the Lord, therefore whoever wants to take part
in communion is welcome. We are inspired by our
Episcopal-Anglican heritage and tradition, and serve in
a spirit of reverence, peace and humility.
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Mission and Outreach
Thomas Girty, chair

To share in Jesus Christ’s great message of
unconditional love and acceptance of those in need.
We pursue this mission by offering parishioners, friends
or any person coming to the American Cathedral,
opportunities to live out their faith by supporting
education, social action and service initiatives to the
immediate Paris community and larger world.

Our approach to learning is one of joy and
engagement: Sunday School is a place where children
can be creative and have fun as they learn about the
Christian faith.

Music and Choir (including Organ Committee)
Zach Ullery, chair

Music at the American Cathedral glorifies God, leads
the community in worship and strives for excellence in
liturgy and musical education.
Parish Life
Linette Quintana, chair

To create for parishioners, new and seasoned, events
that are fun, thoughtful and varied. In so doing our
goal is to reach out to everyone and foster with each
event a feeling of caring, love and companionship and
thus create the feeling of belonging to one inclusive
family in Christ.
Pastoral Care
Sigun Coyle, chair, with Canon Mary Haddad

To intentionally live out the gospel imperative to care
for one another and bear one another’s burdens. The
ministry is especially aware of the needs of an aging
population, caring for those in need with compassion
and confidentiality. The ministry includes visits, phonecalls, writing notes and the sharing of the Eucharist to
the homebound and hospitalized.
Sunday School
Marie Bogataj, Matt Christiansen
and Kate Lancaster, chairs

To teach children about the Christian faith and
introduce them to the possibilities of a life lived in the
spirit of Christ. We pursue this mission through our
weekly classes for children 3 to 11, which are held in
a welcoming atmosphere where our unique identity
as an English-speaking community in a very diverse
Paris is celebrated. We also bring children into the life
of the parish through our active participation in the
cathedral’s festivals and outreach projects.

Sunday School could not happen without our
dedicated volunteers and parents, who teach or assist
in classes and with special events such as the Christmas
Pageant. More than a dozen people have signed up to
help on a regular basis for the 2016-17 year, supported
by Sunday School co-directors are Marie Bogataj, Kate
Lancaster and Matt Christensen. If you are interested
in teaching or helping in Sunday School, please contact
us at: cathedral.sundayschool@gmail.com. Training
is provided and all are welcome, though a regular
commitment is appreciated.
Ushers
Jacques Bossonney, chair

To extend the first warm welcome and provide efficient
guidance while ensuring security measures behind the
scenes. To make sure the infirm people can find help
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Stewardship
To encourage a wide understanding of
stewardship as a way of life for Cathedral
members and friends, to openly communicate
and thus engage members and friends, based on
scriptural and spiritual foundations, to support the
church through the practical responsibilities that
membership of the community entails. We seek
a continuing dialogue that will serve to reinforce
a common understanding that membership
equals Stewardship in all of its forms and that the
sustainability of the Cathedral is in our hands, in
loving fellowship with one another.

Friends of the
Cathedral
Nancy Janin, chair

Annual Call
to Membership (ACTM)
Luis Roth and Anne Pouret, chairs

Trinity Society
Jennifer Gosmand, chair

Every Fall the ACTM committee organizes a
Stewardship Campaign. Parishioners are asked to
pledge or renew their pledges. A pledge is a stated
commitment to contribute a certain amount in
the year ahead to provide for the Cathedral and
its work. Pledges allow the church to budget
responsibly, matching our ambitions to our means,
yet reflect our prayerful response to God’s call to be
good stewards of our possessions.

and assistance if needed and know that communion
can be delivered to the pews. To ask members of the
congregationto bring forward the Eucharist Elements so
that the people can be active in the liturgy. To be sure that
everyone feels comfortable to participate in the service.
Ventures
Cathedral Office

To support the core mission of the Cathedral by
raising funds through space rental to customers who
share the Cathedral’s ethos, and in a spirit of outreach,
draw people into the Cathedral, increasing awareness
of our mission of being the hands and feet of Christ,
here in Paris. If you’d like to book space, please email:
cathedral.office@americancathedral.org.

To create and nurture
the connections of
former parishioners and
other supporters of the
American Cathedral
through regular
communications, special
welcome at the cathedral,
occasional gatherings in
the US, and prayer.

To ensure that our Cathedral continues to shine its
special light for generations to come. As the legacy
society of the Cathedral, we seek to strengthen our
endowment and achieve long term sustainability
by encouraging planned gifts, in the spirit of
stewardship. Based on scriptural and spiritual
foundations, we educate parishioners on end of
life issues and estate planning. We celebrate our
common life together by organizing special events
to reach out and connect with our parishioners,
Friends of the American Cathedral, and the
surrounding community.

Vestry
Rob Davis, Senior Warden

To serve God by defining and articulating the mission
of the parish, to support the Cathedral’s mission in
word and deed, to ensure effective organization and
planning of its operations and to skillfully manage its
resources and finances.

The Cathedral’s ministry exercise of renewal

16

Welcome Committee
Andrea Richard, chair

To make visitors and newcomers alike feel the warmth
of our Cathedral community and wish to visit again in
the hope of becoming a pledging member. This is done
through personal greetings and conversations before
and after the 11 a.m. Sunday service and following
the Eventide service; through newcomer receptions
organized specifically to respond to questions and
suggest ways in which newcomers may grow into the
community with literature after services and at local
international schools, which the committee strives to
keep up-to-date.

Youth
Kate Bourdet, Elizabeth Haynes
and Naomi Cunningham, chairs

The Cathedral Youth Ministry provides a safe space for
youth aged 11-18 to explore their faith and relationship
with God in the context of the Christian path.
The adult leadership, both lay and clergy, serve as
guides, friends and teachers who accompany them
on their journey in both formal and informal ways,
including specific outreach to the world in need beyond
the Cathedral.

By Dennis Grove

A CALL TO WORSHIP,
AN INVITATION
TO THE ALTAR
Touring the Cathedral
with the Docent
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by Dennis Grove

For those who have been worshiping at the Cathedral
for any length of time, it is easy enough to take the unique
beauty of the edifice for granted, and it is no less enigmatic
for the uninitiated to realize that everything about this
monument historique recounts a fascinating phase in the
evolution of the Anglican Church – and therefore the
Episcopal Church in the U.S. – as it transformed from a
distinctively Protestant denomination into the media via
envisioned by Elizabeth I in the 16th century.
Confusion inevitably arises when a visitor enters here
for the first time: the unwary Catholic will invariably
genuflect, and those who practice signation will cross
themselves. What is this trickery? Are you Catholic or
Protestant? is a FAQ. Virtually every outward and visible
sign – other than the total lack of statuary – would seem
to point toward Rome, as the visitor’s eyes are immediately
lifted to the heights, and then drawn forward to the altar
by the rhythm of the columns, the vaulting, and the
centerpiece of the luminous triptych: Christ on the Cross.
This triptych, painted by the American artist Edwin
Austin Abbey and mounted at the altar here in 1907, was
commissioned by the rector John Brainerd Morgan. He
wanted the altarpiece to be the affirmation of our faith,
to cite part of the Nicene Creed: “We believe in one Lord,
Jesus Christ …. He became incarnate from the Virgin Mary
… crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried…. On the third day He rose again….” Looking
from the Epiphany scene on the left, to Christ crucified
with Mary at his right and John presenting the chalice at
his left; to the right panel, the risen Christ appearing to
Mary Magdalene. After we became a cathedral in 1923,
an early bishop found this representation too “Catholic”
and suggested covering it with a curtain. The dean at the
time disagreed.
That same tension was present in the American
community in Paris from the early days, when they first
assembled to create what was then called the “American
Chapel,” consisting of various contingents of American
Protestantism, including the rather recently formed
Protestant Episcopal Church, which described our identity
at the time of the organization of the Episcopal Church in
the United States in 1789.
Parts of the Book of Common Prayer were used for
Sunday worship, excluding the Eucharist, except for—in

keeping with Protestant practice—Communion Sunday.
The Congregationalists, among others, did not like the
use of “read” prayers, but the American Chapel continued
for a number of years at various locations. Just 30 years
later, in 1829, a movement that began in Oxford, and
went on to transform the Anglican Communion, led the
Episcopalians to determine to celebrate the Holy Eucharist
on Christmas Day in 1859 in the American Chapel. They
had done so the previous year, but in 1858 Christmas
fell on a Saturday, so the Episcopalians had gone it alone,
without controversy; 1859 was another story, as Christmas
Day was a Sunday, and the others protested such “popish”
practices; the Episcopalians insisted, and in the rupture
that followed the American Church of the Holy Trinity
was born, embracing the so-called “popish” practices
espoused by the Oxford Movement, under the authority
of the Presiding Bishop of the ECUSA . While the Chapel
continued as a multidenominational church and was
eventually to become the American Church on the banks
of the Seine, the parish of Holy Trinity built a church on
Rue Bayard, installed an organ, established a choir,
and flourished.
The Oxford Movement resulted in far-reaching changes
in the Anglican identity, notably with the reintegration of
regular dominical celebration of the Holy Eucharist as the
focal point of worship. This change alone necessitated a
transformation of church architecture, characterized by a
rejection of classicism and its pagan inspiration as being
totally incongruous with Christian worship; gothic was
the preferred style, being an organic expression of the
Christian faith, born and flourishing in Christian Europe.
The Gothic Revival movement in architecture paralleled
the Oxford Movement in liturgy, with the Pre-Raphaelite
Brotherhood dominating painting and decorative arts
in the latter part of the 19th century, and England as
their epicenter.
In 1873, when John Brainerd Morgan came to Paris
from London to become the second rector of Holy Trinity
at the age of 29, all of these movements had gone full
swing. Having graduated from Columbia University, then
the Divinity School of the Protestant Episcopal Church in
Philadelphia, he was ordained to the priesthood in 1869,
and then married a distant cousin in London in 1871. He
was clearly well-connected with all aspects of the HighChurch Movement, so that when he first entertained the
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notion of building a new church in Paris, Dr. Morgan
called upon the services of one of Britain’s foremost
Gothic Revivalists for the design. George Edmund Street,
1824-1881, had grown up in the shadow of the great
cathedral of Exeter, worked as a finisher for George Gilbert
Scott, and went out on his own as an architect in 1848.
Street was a high churchman who poured his religious
fervor into his architecture, having completed more than
400 different projects, with Holy Trinity to be his last,
and costliest. His completed plans were submitted to the
vestry, and subsequently approved, but from his untimely
death on December 18, 1881, his son Arthur was left to
oversee the completion of the edifice.
No architect could have been better suited than George
Edmund Street to fulfill Morgan’s avowed mission, as he
put it: to build a church where one could appropriately
celebrate the Holy Eucharist.
The Te Deum-themed windows, most likely Dr.
Morgan’s idea, were executed by the small firm of Bell
& Beckham, and clearly show the influence of the PreRaphaelites, with whom G.E. Street worked very closely.
They proclaim the invitation to the faithful entering the
nave, calling us to worship:
 e praise thee O God!
W
We acknowledge thee to be the Lord!
The opening words of the hymn are obscured by the
organ pipes, but clearly visible on the right as we enter
from the narthex, is the continuation: Holy! Holy! Holy!
Lord God of Sabaoth; then proceeding on the left-hand
side facing the Martyrs Chapel, Heaven and earth are full
of the majesty of thy glory. Here we see the Genesis story of
Creation, the separation of the earth and the waters, day
and night, Adam and Eve, all in characteristic medieval
style. The glorious company of the apostles praise thee,
featuring Saint Peter, identifiable by his giant key in the
left panel, and Saint John with the chalice dominating
the right panel; continuing with the goodly fellowship of
the prophets praise thee Isaiah is portrayed cloaked in red,
from the Old Testament in the left panel, and from the
New Testament on the right is John the Baptist holding
his staff; and then on to the noble army of martyrs praise
thee, Saint Stephen is featured holding a platter carrying
the implements which would serve for his subsequent
stoning, and on the right, Thomas Cranmer, archbishop

of Canterbury, first official martyr of the Anglican church,
holding the English Book of Common Prayer, which,
upon her ascension to the throne, Queen Mary Tudor
forced him to renounce. She then proceeded to have him
burned at the stake for treason. The Te Deum continues in
its entirety behind the altar and on the opposite side of the
choir and nave, to the back, or liturgical west of the nave.
Beckoning us forward, the aisles in the nave are paved
with black and white marble tiles cut in the form of fish
scales; some liken the oak-vaulted ceiling to an overturned
ark. This is where the faithful gather. The choir is elevated,
the ceiling vaulted in stone, and a different motif covers
the floor. The sanctuary rises to a new elevation, with
a reflection of the cosmos decorating its floor, before
the high altar, which rises to a new elevation. With the
exception of the Bishop’s seat and the Triptych, all is of the
architect’s original design—from the pulpit to the lectern
to the altar, the woodwork, the wrought iron, the book
rest on the altar, the candlesticks, and even chalices which
are used on high holy occasions.
The importance of the altar and the particular attention
given to its embellishment demonstrates the elevated
role the Holy Eucharist has come to play in AnglicanEpiscopal worship. As a house of worship, even in silence
the stones issue the call – Street would even say they
evangelize – while the windows proclaim the story and
illuminate the way. In the larger context of culture, we can
position the convergence of these interrelated movements
as manifestations of Romanticism, as indeed they are.
More particularly, however, we can see that from its
inception, the American Cathedral of the Holy Trinity
represents the fruition of these manifestations at their
apogee. Not by coincidence and not by accident, nor
merely the reflection of a preference for a particular style
or fashion, but a call to worship and an invitation to the
altar, the Lord’s Table.
The edifice of the American Cathedral of the Holy
Trinity is a deliberate monument of timeless faith which in
itself becomes sacramental: an outward and visible sign of
an inward grace.

 ennis Grove has been a parishioner since 1998 and sings in
D
the choir. He is the son of a Methodist preacher.
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By Nancy Janin

THE
CATHEDRAL’S
MUSIC,
A POWERFUL
DRAW
Many come here because of it
and find other reasons to stay
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Often I’ve heard people say, “I came to the
Cathedral because of the music,” and that was
certainly the case for me. A chance invitation to join
the choir for its performance of the Messiah in the
winter of 1988 brought me through the Cathedral
doors and, lapsed churchgoer that I was, that musical
introduction was probably the only way I would have
begun what has turned out to be a long and deep
connection to the Cathedral.

... be part of a talented,
diverse and fun-loving
group of people doing
something we love ...
The Cathedral choir was, and is, a true gift to me
and I hope to the parish. The chance to be part of a
talented, diverse and fun-loving group of people doing
something we love while supporting the worship service
is an exceptional experience. The Cathedral choir is a
mix of professionals and amateurs – a typical Sunday
morning might see six or so staff singers leading
and supporting around twice as many (auditioned)
volunteers. As an avid but definitely amateur singer, I
find it liberating to have the privilege of singing with
these professionals – their sight-reading skills save us
hours of learning the notes of the often challenging
music and they give us confidence to sing out knowing
they will never miss an entry. Their contributions as
soloists are appreciated by all. Clear but always gracious
suggestions by our director, Zach Ullery, and the staff
section leaders help us not only bring out the best in
the music we are performing but are mini-voice lessons,
helping us bring out the best in our own voices.
Since I arrived, and after the appointment of a
full-time music director (Ned Tipton), the music
program has greatly expanded. In the early 1990s
children’s choirs were founded (re-started, actually,
since the Cathedral had a boys’ choir school of the
English style in the early 1900s), and two related but
legally independent groups were formed, Les Arts
George V and The Paris Choral Society. Children’s

programs now cover ages 4 on up with fun but also
foundational musicianship skills emphasized; young
adults get to double dip, singing in their own choir
and as a welcome regular addition to the Adult Choir.
We older members enjoy the benefit of their strong
young voices and they gain exposure to a larger and
more complex repertoire.
This mixing of ages, backgrounds, nationalities and
interests is probably the key factor that makes choir
members so loyal. It is a bit of God’s kingdom every
Thursday night and Sunday morning, the highlights
of the week for most of us. Group singing is at its
heart an exercise in trust (what if I come in and no
one else sings?) and respect for others (my voice part
doesn’t have the melody right now, time to let another
section shine!), thus the sense of camaraderie grows
quickly. Regular social interacting (and trips to the
corner café after rehearsal for the older ones of us) is a
normal byproduct of the many intense hours we spend
together. And it is only natural that we celebrate our
fellow choir members’ milestones, whether that be a
17th birthday, a wedding, a new baby, or retirement!
Over the years we have inevitably supported each other
in life’s tragic moments, as well.
We choir members are immensely grateful to the
parishioners who pledge generously so that the Vestry
can allocate to the music program what is needed for
excellence, and we thank Les Arts George V, which
donates virtually all of its profits to support the
Cathedral music program. The 5,000-plus volunteer
hours donated annually by choir members comprise
our gift of love and gratitude but we know it takes
money as well (100 percent of adult choir members
make financial pledges to the Cathedral in addition to
giving their time and talent). We are also thankful to
have been led so ably by Zach these past eight years,
with our award-winning organist, Andrew Dewar,
faithfully supporting us and the congregation on our
Cavaillé-Coll organ.

A former parishioner, Nancy Janin now lives in London

but joins the choir on her visits to Paris.

By Philip Worré

15 YEARS LATER:
REMEMBERING 9/11
From the pulpit:
Think about the day after
a terrorist attack, and about the response
a Christian needs to have then.

Remembering 9/11
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For all who are old enough to remember the
terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, the images
are permanently seared into our memories: smoke
billowing from the Twin Towers, and then one by one,
the almost slow-motion collapse of the buildings. For
many of us, 15 years later, those “flashbulb memories”
are still as vivid, and commemorations in almost all
countries around the world indicate how marked the
global community still is by what happened in New
York, at the Pentagon and in Pennsylvania.

As a major American
institution in Paris, the
Cathedral received an
outpouring of expressions
of support.
For many who lived in the New York area late
2001, the commemorations of 9/11 bring back other
memories, beyond those of the tragedy itself: long lines
of fire trucks from all over the Tri-State Area pouring
into Lower Manhattan; Old Glory hanging from the
windows of nearly every building in the region; New
Yorkers demonstrating a particular gentleness toward
one another in a spirit of community and fellowship;
and countless volunteers heading to the city in shifts
to keep the emergency workers fed, encouraged and
supported. They also bring back sadder personal
memories, such as those of the multitude of cars parked
along commuter train lines, never to be driven home
by their owners, or hundreds of photographs of missing
loved ones, pasted on the outside walls of hospitals
and throughout Grand Central Station. And for
several weeks, the sight of smoke rising from where the
Twin Towers had stood, and the omnipresent scent of
smoldering rubble.
As a major American institution in Paris, the
Cathedral received an outpouring of expressions of
support. Cards, letters and flowers filled the narthex

to overflowing, and the Cathedral remained open for
those needing a place of solace or wishing to pray.
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by Philip Worré

At the Cathedral’s 11 o’clock service on this September
11, Canon Mary Haddad’s sermon poignantly reflected
on the memory of the events 15 years earlier, but also
on the choices we made on September 12, and on where
those choices have led us. “What we remember is never as
important as how we respond,” Mary said, encouraging
us to choose a response that echoes the love, mercy,
compassion and oneness of God. When the planes struck
the towers, Mary was attending an event at Trinity Wall
Street and witnessed first-hand the tragedy that changed
the world. This was the first time that Mary had shared
any of her experience of that day from the pulpit.

Later during the service, the Cathedral commemorated
the anniversary by holding a Moment of Remembrance,
during which the choir, directed by Canon for Music Zach
Ullery and accompanied by Organist Andrew Dewar, sang
In Paradisum from Duruflé’s Requiem.
Following the recent terrorist attacks throughout France
and Europe, and particularly in Paris, remembering 9/11 in
our current heightened state of security has a particularly
deep impact, as we are constantly faced with choosing the
right response. To exclude or to welcome, to hate or to
love, to look backward or forward: We are called to find a
response that will echo the message of Christ Jesus.

 hilip Worré, who lived in the New York area during 9/11,
P
is Managing Director of the Lakeman Group.

A RIGHT
RESPONSE
A response to 9/11 that
anticipated Mary’s challenge was
recounted in the documentary
Beyond Belief, in which two
9/11 widows set up a charitable
foundation to support widows in
Afghanistan who are affected by
war and terrorism. Called
Beyond the 11th, the nonprofit
organization provides grants to
programs that enable widows
who support themselves and
their families.
The documentary was
introduced by Meredith
Salisbury, a parishioner whose
daughter also became a widow
on that day. Her husband was
a passenger on the first plane
that hit the towers. The film was
projected during a luncheon
organized by the Junior Guild,
after the 11 o’clock service, on
the theme of “Remembering
9/11: 15 Years Later.”
Additional information about
the foundation is available at its
website: Beyondthe11th.org

By Judith Davis

GROWING UP
ENCOURAGED,
EMPOWERED
& STRENGTHENED
IN FAITH
Youth Across Europe will celebrate its 20th year

Growing up in faith

26

2017 will mark the 20th anniversary
of Youth Across Europe, and this is
a milestone that merits a big party!
So get ready, because the American
Cathedral in Paris will be hosting just
that, a jubilee mega-event called “YAE
– Past, Present & Future.”
The story began in 1997 when the
Canterbury Cross was transported
from Canterbury to the Convocation
Convention in Germany by a group
of youths from Wiesbaden. This was
the idea of Anne Rowthorn, wife of
our Bishop at the time, Bishop Jeffery
Rowthorn, and since then, youth
ministry within the Convocation has
been a priority for numerous clergy
and parishioners, both parents
and friends.

« As a community, the
greatest gift we can give
our youth is to create a
safe space where they feel
free to ask questions about
what is being handed
down to them in the
“tradition” of faith so they
can begin to trust their
inner instincts and make it
their own. »
Canon Mary Haddad

Each year approximately 75 people,
aged 10 to 29, gather at three events
across Europe in May or June and
return to their parishes encouraged,
empowered, and strengthened in
their faith. At a fourth event, about
15 youth leaders, who have been
selected through the encouragement
of parishes and missions of the
Convocation, meet for training,
networking and retreat.
Recently, a fifth event, “Happening,”
has been added. This Episcopal

Revival program, led by youths,
encourages participants to become
team members, leading and working
at the next “Happening” event in a
role that best suits them: small-group
leader, prayer leader, music leader,
team member, logistics coordinator,
or even vicar (the main leader).
The program helps youths not only
consider their faith but also discern a
calling to leadership.
Here at the American Cathedral,
the Youth Ministry is thriving under
the attention of the Reverend Mary
Haddad, the Cathedral’s Canon, who
works to ensure that the curriculum is
focused on the Gospel. Believing that
the Cathedral’s role is to help guide
our youth to identify the “good news”
that is shared during every service,
Mary inspires them to connect with
what they learn from scripture and the
tradition of faith, and to incorporate
it in their everyday lives.
Parishioner volunteers of our Youth
Ministry will be organizing new
“Study and Service” days each season,
asking the youths to look deeper
into discovering the meaning of their
relationship with God, the teachings
of Jesus, the role of the Bible and
the practices of faith. Importantly,
members will be encouraged to put
their faith into action by completing
a service project coordinated with the
Mission and Outreach Ministry of
the Cathedral.
For further information on the
Youth Program and participation in
the Youth Across Europe 20th Year
Celebration, please contact Naomi
Cunningham at nzcunnin@ksu.edu

Judith Davis, Associate Editor of
Trinite, has attended services at the
American Cathedral for 20 years.

SAVE THE DATE
May 24-28, 2017
YAE - Past, Present & Future 20th
anniversary celebration of
Youth Across Europe will take
place Ascension weekend, with
festivities lined up for all to enjoy:
Jubilee Party Saturday night,
May 27, at the Cathedral.
The event not to be missed. All are
welcome to join YAE participants
and leader alumni, JAE and YAE in
the celebration.
Jubilee Service Sunday, May 28
A special service dedicated to the youth
of past, present and future, and honoring
the program, its founders and all
related pilgrims.
YAE - Youth Across Europe
Alumni Arriving in Paris
by Friday, May 26
Dedicated activities and festivities will
include attending the Saturday Jubilee
Party and Sunday service.
JAE - Juniors Across Europe
10 -13yrs
Youths will stay at a Paris hostel and
have their regular retreat, but will
join everyone at the Jubilee party on
Saturday night
and participate in the Jubilee service
on Sunday.
YAE - Youth Across Europe
13 -19yrs
Reliving the pilgrimage by flying to
Canterbury, with the Cross, and then
walking back to the coast, staying in
parish halls along the way. They will
spend Wednesday night in Canterbury
and, after a service of prayer and
commissioning, set off to arrive in time
for the Jubilee Party and Sunday
Jubilee service.
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By Joseph Coyle

TRINITÉ
AT TEN
Covering the Cathedral and its world
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by Joseph Coyle

The magazine you are holding is a decade old this issue.
VOLUME 9 N 2

1

THE MAGAZINE OF THE AMERICAN CATHEDRAL IN PARIS

Milestones mean reflection, and while 10 years is just

SPRING 2014

a sliver of time in the life of the American Cathedral,
those 20 issues of Trinité summon events dating back to
mid-19th century Paris, examine the building’s manifold
LEST WE FORGET
“Something of which
we can be proud”
THE HISTORY OF
THE CATHEDRAL
And the story of its telling

treasures, present a richly detailed journal in words
and striking photography of the congregation’s recent
growth and change, recall joys and sorrows past – and so
much more.
The basic mission of Trinité is to keep our Friends –
former parishioners who have moved on and many who
simply love the place from short visits – feeling as though
they have never really left. This, of course, can lead to
generous donations. In sum, it is the softest of sells – but
so much more.
In fact, our compelling history is the subject that towers
over the rest, just because it is so interesting. If, for
example, you want to grasp the sweep of that history in a
few thousand words, here’s what you do:
First, go to the Cathedral website, amcathparis.com, click
on NEWS AND EVENTS, scroll down to TRINITE,
click on that and you can view each issue, page after
page, online. (Only the two issues for 2011 are not yet
available there.)
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Next, go to “Spring 2014,” turn to pages

few scandals, the rise and fall of Paris’s love

15 to 23, and you will be treated to two

affairs with Americans, and the emergence

genuinely exciting articles: first a review

of a multicultural faith community from

of the newly published “The History of

its beginnings as the near-private chapel

the American Pro-Cathedral, Church of

for America’s great families.

the Holy Trinity, Paris (1815-1980),”
by Cameron Allen, available from Kate
Thweatt as well as on Amazon. The
second article tells how the manuscript
for this book was discovered in two out
of 350 boxes of stored papers dating back
to the early days of the church. About 10
years earlier, the newly formed Archives
Committee

found

the

typescript,

recognized its worth, and began a process
that finally resulted in its publication
in 2014.

... keep our Friends
– former parishioners
feeling as though they
have never really left.
Cameron Allen’s book and the Cathedral’s
Archives Committee stand as the only
serious sources of our past that remain.
Trinité has run more than a dozen articles
on our history, all of them based largely or
completely on Allen’s work. Check out “A
Congregation in motion,” which details

It would be hard to overestimate the

the dramas involved in founding the first

importance of this find. The book review

Episcopal church in Paris (Fall 2007,

is headed: “Start at the beginning, include

page 15); and “The case of the missing

the unpleasantness: prodigious research,

organist: How Lawrence Whipp survived

startling anecdotes and cautionary tales.”

the Nazi Occupation and imprisonment

It relates how the church and then the
Cathedral made it through four wars, a

– and wound up dead” (Spring 2007,
page 11).
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by Joseph Coyle

The inaugural issue set a high standard in both physical
VOLUME 11 N 1

1

THE MAGAZINE OF THE AMERICAN CATHEDRAL IN PARIS

style and content that has only grown. The cover is visually

AUTUMN 2015

gripping: a celebration theme with the Cathedral spire in
SPECIAL DEMANDS
ON A SPECIAL PLACE
THE MIGRANT CRISIS — PASTORAL CARE — VENTURES

the foreground and Bastille Day fireworks lighting it. Turn
the page to a letter from the Dean, pointing readers right
into the life of the congregation at this given moment.
“To parishioners past and present, to the Cathedral’s
beloved extended family dispersed throughout the world,
I bid you greetings and peace in the name of the Trinity,”
wrote Dean Zachary Fleetwood.
Then comes an article on one of the manifold treasures
the Cathedral houses: the three stained-glass Lancet
Windows above the altar, which had just been returned
to their place after restoration. The story tells how the
windows were created in London by a distinguished
studio between 1883 and 1893, and how the 89,000-euro
budget for their restoration was funded. The exquisite
workmanship is intricately described in words and color
photos. Readers are put on notice that this will be the
first in a series of articles focusing on particular examples
of beauty and workmanship throughout the Cathedral.
Then a personality is featured: the first is Olivia de
Havilland, then and now the Cathedral’s best-known –
and loved – parishioner. The issue is rounded out with
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a piece on the new Presiding Bishop of

in many Cathedral activities: “We wanted

the Episcopal Church; an excerpt from

each issue to be timeless, to some degree,

the Dean’s Trinity Sunday sermon; a piece

something one could pick up at any

on the French theologian René Girard;

time and learn something about the

and short reviews of recent books by

Cathedral, the Episcopal faith, about life.

Cathedral members and friends. The issue

Trinité should be informative, thought-

runs 16 pages, which is destined to be the

provoking, inspiring. Practically it meant

thinnest. Later ones will run as high as 32

that we focused quite a bit on Cathedral

pages, averaging 24.

history and its art treasures, but also

The inaugural issue set a
high standard in both
physical style and content
that has only grown.
All this didn’t just fall into place through
divine providence. A communications
committee headed by the long-time
parishioner and former senior warden,
Elizabeth Hecht (recently deceased), set to
work in 2005, deliberating and discussing
design and content until well into 2006.
Recalls Nancy Janin, another veteran
parishioner who sat on that committee,
junior warden and well-rounded volunteer

invited exceptional thinkers and writers
from our community (and we have had
Friends contribute as well as parishioners)
to contribute poems, articles about issues
such as marriage, the role of money in our
lives, among many others.”

Trinité should
be informative,
thought-provoking,
inspiring.
Next item on the agenda: finding a
professional editor to turn these aims
into a real magazine. “Charlie Trueheart
was the obvious choice,” says Nancy
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by Joseph Coyle

Janin, “a professional journalist and deeply involved in
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the Cathedral. But he had other projects in his life and,

FALL 2012

as a professional, knew it would be too much for one
person.” At this point all eyes turned to Nancy, who
became Charlie’s partner in publishing Trinité for most of
its life so far. Walter Wells, retired executive editor of the
PRAYER IN
HISTORY
PRAYER IN
OUR LIVES
TRINITE Fall 2012 artwork.indd 1
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International Herald Tribune, took over in 2012, with
Nancy’s steady hand to guide him. With 2017 issues,
Walter hands the baton over to Judith Davis but will
remain as an adviser.
A typical worry of editors launching a features magazine:

The range of
topics just opened
out into a feast of
variety and
diversification.

we’ll probably run out of story ideas before a year is out.
Also typically, this does not happen. But while a features
magazine normally has a vast universe of subjects to
choose from, Trinité was to be just about one far-flung
Episcopal Church, its history and its continuing life.
To help keep the ideas flowing, the editors would convene
an ad-hoc group from time to time to brainstorm. Over
time, for reasons no one can fully explain, the idea stream
achieved a steadiness that allowed that startup worry to
disappear. The range of topics just opened out into a feast
of variety and diversification.
Joseph Coyle, a retired Time Inc. editor, is a frequent contributor to Trinité.
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What follows are
capsule sketches
of some of the
most noteworthy
articles that
Trinité has run.

Spring 2007: “The Cathedral’s Friday guests,” a look at the people who
attend the Friday Mission Lunch, a full-course repast replete with cheese and
real china, then celebrating its 15th year in business. A sidebar introduces you
to six of the regulars who talk about themselves and the meals they enjoy at
the Cathedral.
Fall 2007: “Love in a Box Paris (cover story), the most impressive Cathedral
outreach project of all, now nearing its 20th year, in which thousands of
Christmas gift boxes are filled, wrapped and sent off to needy kids in France
and elsewhere in the world.
Fall 2007: “Third-culture kids,” about Cathedral teens whose lives as
Americans in foreign lands make them a new breed, and how it is to live in
the zone of the continuing goodbye.
Spring 2008: “In the deanery after the war,” in which Elizabeth Riddle,
widow of Sturgis Riddle, Dean from 1949 to 1974, recalls the “Second
Belle Epoque,” when Paris loved Americans and the likes of Princess Grace,
Elizabeth Taylor and Edith Piaf graced our halls.
Fall 2009: “Glimpses of Palestine,” which follows a day in the life of the
Arab Evangelical Episcopal School in Ramallah, when Cathedral visitors are
treated to song, dance and a barbecue.
Spring 2010: “The ties that bind,” an evening with the Friends of the
American Cathedral as they gather in Washington, D.C., at the residence of
France’s ambassador to the U.S.
Spring 2010: “Where we come from, why we come”: A century ago,
diversity occurred when an Englishman showed up on Sunday to ogle
American moguls. Now, half of our parishioners have some French in them
and all continents are represented.

VOLUME 9 N 1

1

THE MAGAZINE OF THE AMERICAN CATHEDRAL IN PARIS

FALL 2013

Spring 2010: “A musical evening with the Cathedral’s own talent”: Since
2004, every October a cabaret tribute to a single composer has brightened
the rentrée. First up: Cole Porter, to honor “his” piano, one of the
Cathedral’s more surprising treasures.
Fall 2010: A set of special reports from Haiti months after the devastating
earthquake there, detailing the part the Cathedral played in helping Haitians
to recover.

A fresh look at
Abbey’s triptych
CONSTRUCTING
FOR OUR FUTURE

A success story
from start to finish

Fall 2010: “Nine decades of glamor and service,” the stunning history of the
Junior Guild, which has combined outreach to the poor of Paris with some
of the most glittering charity balls the city has ever seen.
Spring 2012: “A discerning congregation imagines a new Dean,” a spiritual
self-portrait of this singular, ever-shifting, inimitable collection of
Christian souls.
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Spring 2012: “Finding a place in the Lambda group,”
a look at how the Cathedral is making a home for
gay and lesbian Christians of Paris, as a microcosm of
the Episcopal Church’s opening of heart and arms to
LGBT members.
Spring 2012: “Connecting the unconnected,” about
an ongoing Cathedral mission project that teaches
computer skills on Saturday mornings to low-income,
mostly immigrant students of all ages.
Fall 2012: “The Book of Common Prayer: Our
little hand-held Vatican,” reviewing 350 years of the
luminous words that, more than any other body of
writing save Shakespeare, has helped shape the prose we
speak today. Plus a short bio of Thomas Cranmer, who
wrote it all.
Fall 2012: “We ask our parishioners how they pray,”
and 16 of them responded. Plus “Tools for prayer,”
from journaling to Episcopal prayer beads.
Fall 2012: “In crisis, a haven, parties included”: How
the Cathedral community helps the Soeurs de la Charité
help young women in need to get on their feet in Paris.
Fall 2012: “Ah, Paris! But settling in? Ouf!” An
evergreen guide from parishioners who know.
Spring 2013: “Money: Giving back to Caesar what
is Caesar’s”: Why we should give—and why we are
usually not giving enough: a personal testimony.
Spring 2013: “Career Day: Changing self-image,
and maybe lives too”: A Saturday at the Cathedral
when parishioners helped six young women in
difficulty prepare themselves for work, from dressing
to resume-writing.
Spring 2013: “Pilgrimage to a history outpost,” the
last all-Christian village in the Holy Land, and the
presentation of a check from the Junior Guild.
Fall 2013: “Building a success story, from start to
finish,” the story of the greatest renovation in the
Cathedral’s history.

and making the argument that this one piece establishes
Abbey as the peer of John Singer Sargent.
Spring 2014: “No one’s indispensable?” A fond and
nervous goodbye to Margaret Harrison, longtime
parish coordinator, problem-solver, choir member and
all-round living Google.
Fall 2014: “So Liz, how do you feel about grits?”
Another fond goodbye, this one to Canon Elizabeth
Hendrick on the eve of her next stop, as rector of
St. Matthew’s Church in the Atlanta exurbs, and her
impending loss of the foods and wines she learned to
love in Paris.
Fall 2014: “Swimming the Thames, swimming the
Tiber”: Why Anglicans become Catholics and vice versa.
Spring 2015: The issue’s theme is community,
approached from at least seven angles, from keeping
the kids from slipping away to social media’s effect on
community, to our far-flung Friends.
Fall 2015: This issue examines life in the new age
of terrorism. The Dean asks: Welcome or fear the
stranger? And a long report from the desperate migrant
camps on France’s Channel Coast details our Mission
and Outreach response.
Spring 2016: “Love your neighbor (even that one?)”:
The unforgettable story of how U.S. Army Colonel
Devon Blake, wife and mother of four, took over the
job of changing the out-of-control culture in a Talibaninfested prison in Afghanistan and, drawing on her
deep Christian faith, brought astonishing change in less
than a year.
Spring 2016: “How the tragic death of a young
parishioner brought a better life for Haitian children”.
Spring 2016: “The Cathedral in Dialogue with Islam”
as seen by Bishop-in-Charge Pierre Whalon.
Spring 2016: A picture portfolio that captures the
weekly drama of the Friday Mission Lunch.
And now, these evergreens await your visit.

Fall 2013: “A backdrop in the forefront”: About the
triptych above the main altar by Edwin Austin Abbey,
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