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WELCOME
Nashville is the sixth city to host a Level Ground Festival, and we anticipate it being 
one of the best! Thank you for having us and for greeting us with such hospitality and 
warmth. Over the last nine months of planning, our team has fallen in love with your city! 

The mission of Level Ground is to create space for dialogue about faith, gender, and 
sexuality through the arts. It’s been two years and over 20 days of festival programming 
since we launched this mission, and I am incredibly proud of how we’re growing as an 
organization. The Nashville Festival promises to be a one-of-a-kind cultural and spiritual 
exploration about our identities and what it means to be in relationship with people who 
are different from us. 

From artistic explorations of our identities to convicted civility dialogues to live 
storytelling performances, our intention is to foster a community that boldly faces some 
of the challenging and surprising realities of the human experience. 

The program that you hold in your hands is meant to serve as your festival guide. Not 
only does it have the schedule, but you’ll also find curator notes to help you prepare for 
each event. The Level Ground Festival is organized into five sections: Film Screenings, 
Workshops, Panels, Live Performances, and Level Ground Late Night.

Finally, as a completely volunteer-led organization, Level Ground wants to thank the 
countless people who continue to make everything we do possible. To our volunteers, 
our donors, our incredible design team at Rule29, and to the artists, filmmakers, and 
speakers who so generously share your stories with us—Thank you! 

With that, it is my honor to welcome you to the 2015 Level Ground Nashville Festival! 
May you encounter new friendships, find purpose in your discomfort, and experience 
the transformational power of dialoguing through art. 

All the Best,

Samantha Curley
Executive Director, Level Ground



LEVEL GROUND
COMMUNITY AGREEMENT

SAFETY MEANS SOMETHING DIFFERENT TO EACH OF US. AT 

LEVEL GROUND WE BELIEVE SAFE SPACE REQUIRES RISK. 

WE MUST RISK NOT KNOWING THE RIGHT ANSWER, 

RISK LOOKING STUPID OR BEING OFFENDED BY 

SOMEONE, RISK FEELING UNCOMFORTABLE. AS 

A FESTIVAL ATTENDEE, WE HOPE YOU WILL 

JOIN US IN FOLLOWING THE LEVEL GROUND 

COMMUNITY AGREEMENT. 

JOIN OUR CONVERSATION – WHAT 

MAKES YOU FEEL SAFE? WHAT 

WOULD LIKE TO SEE IN OUR 

COMMUNITY AGREEMENTS? 

USE THE HASHTAGS 

#SAFESPACE AND 

#LEVELGROUND.  

WE WANT TO 

HEAR FROM 

YOU!

THURSDAY, 
OCTOBER 8

FRIDAY,
OCTOBER 9

SATURDAY, 
OCTOBER 10

VENUE
MERCY LOUNGE

1 CANNERY ROW, 
NASHVILLE, TN 37203

EMMA’S BISTRO
11 LEA AVE

NASHVILLE, TN 37210

DEAVOR
305 JEFFERSON STREET

NASHVILLE, TN 37208

9 AM
YOGA  

9:00–9:45AM
9:45 AM

10 AM FAITH LEADER  
GATHERING 
 By invitation only 

Email INFO@ONLEVEL-
GROUND.ORG  
For more details

FAITH LEADER  
GATHERING 
 By invitation only 

Email INFO@ONLEVEL-
GROUND.ORG  
For more details

ART & EMPATHY  
SERIES: MUSIC

10:00–11:30AM
11 AM

11:30 AM

NOON

SHORT FILM PROGRAM
12:00–2:00 PM1 PM

2 PM

2:30 PM
TICKETS

Our hope is that finances will not be a barrier  
to anyone participating on Level Ground. Therefore,  

all festival tickets are donation-based  
(except for Thursday night). 

RSVP at onlevelground.org/nashville

Please consider donating $5 per event you attend ($10 if  
a meal is included). But if you’re a student, unemployed  

or underemployed, skeptical, or anything else, please  
come for FREE! If you enjoy your experience,  

please consider donating afterwards!

COLLECT,  
CONNECT, CREATE

2:30-3:45 PM
3 PM

3:45 PM

4 PM
CONVICTED  

CIVILTY DIALOGUE
4:15–5:30 PM4:30 PM

5 PM

5:30 PM
DINNER

6 PM

6:30 PM
HENRY GAMBLE’S  
BIRTHDAY PARTY

6:30–8:30 PM

Presented by  
THE CARPENTER PROGRAM

7 PM

7:30 PM

BEERS & HYMNS 
Doors Open at 6:30PM

8 PM

LG UNDERGROUND 
OPENING RECEPTION

8:30 PM RECEPTION

9 PM

LEVEL GROUND L!VE9:30 PM

10 PM

10:30 PM CLOSING PARTY

BE 
YOUR 
SELF. We 
are a diverse 
community that 
thrives because 
of our unique 
perspectives and 
identities. Come as you are, 
represent yourself and your 
needs, and engage with others 
from an authentic perspective. 

CHALLENGE YOURSELF. Our goal 
is to foster honest dialogue and gain a 
deeper understanding. Actively listen and 
engage with others, take risks and challenge 
yourself and your opinions, ask questions – this is 
the place for it. It may not always be comfortable, 
but we’re committed to growth. 

RESPECT YOURSELF (AND OTHERS). As you meet  
and discuss ideas with other festival attendees, be conscious 
of the impact of your words. It’s okay to disagree, but avoid 
personal attacks; we’re all here to learn.  We hope this experience 
will be meaningful and invite further conversation. Remember that 
things shared at Level Ground are deeply personal so please  
be thoughtful when sharing after the festival ends. 

CHECK US OUT AT ONLEVELGROUND.ORG  HASHTAG WITH US: @ON_LEVELGROUND #LEVELGROUND



WHAT Late Night
WHEN 7:30pm on Thursday, October 8
WHERE Mercy Lounge (1 Cannery Row)
DETAILS Doors open 6:30pm, Hosted by  
Geoff Little and Micky Jones.

You bond with people you sing with. Level 
Ground is launching our time in Nashville by 
inviting you to join us as we sing and celebrate 
with the tremendous community of people 
that make up Beer & Hymns Nashville. 

The songs at this event are lovingly curated, 
pre-selected, and laid out in advance. The 
point is choosing songs that a group can sing 
and sing well together. 

Beer & Hymns celebrates great beer as well as 
great singing, so there will be breaks every so 
often to re-load your cup with delicious brews. 
The goal is a public, night-time croon in the 
manner of better pubs of London, Belfast,  
and Dublin. 

Join Level Ground and Beer & Hymns at 
Mercy Lounge on Thursday evening. Special 
shoutout to Carl Meier and the Black Abbey 
Brewing team. Learn more about the group 
and get tickets through their website  
beerhymns.com.

BEER AND HYMNS
ALL WHO COME IN PEACE ARE WELCOME

WHAT Late Night
WHEN 8pm on Friday, October 8
WHERE Emma’s Bistro (11 Lea Ave)
DETAILS Free cupcakes and beer. House  
band led by Kira Hooks. Special performance 
by Jason and deMarco. Bring money for an  
art auction.

Level Ground is creating safe space  
for dialogue through art. Come learn  
more about our mission and help us kick-
off what promises to be an unforgettable 
Nashville Festival.

We’ll be gathering at Emma’s Bistro on Friday 
night for an Underground Party where festival 
sponsors Ivey Cakes and Fat Bottom Brewing 
will be providing food and drink for the party. 
Local Nashville musician Kira Hooks will lead 
a live house band and Jason and deMarco will 
be performing as special guests. There will 
also be a Level Ground Art Auction featuring 
the work of Ashley Hamilton, Ron Baldwin,  
and others.

LEVEL GROUND  
UNDERGROUND

LIVE MUSIC, FREE BEER, GREAT FRIENDS

CHECK US OUT AT ONLEVELGROUND.ORG  HASHTAG WITH US: @ON_LEVELGROUND #LEVELGROUND



WHAT Workshop
WHEN 9am on Saturday, October 9
WHERE Deavor (305 Jefferson Street)
DETAILS Hosted by Holy Yoga instructor 
Mandy Reid.

Yoga is for anyone and everyone. It’s not just 
for the flexible, it is for the willing. Level 
Ground begins each festival with a simple, 
beginning-level yoga class as a prayerful 
and embodied reflection of the dialogue, 
encounters, and discovery we hope you’ll 
experience during the festival. 

Yoga is a practice that teaches presence. It 
reminds us to live as interconnected beings 
— heart, soul, mind, and body. While the 
complexities and stresses of our daily lives may 
tempt us to compartmentalize, yoga teaches 
us to resist this temptation. The practice can 
heal, restore, and revive body and soul. It can 
bring freedom and lightness to the mind. We 
learn to be quiet, to hear our inner dialogue, 
and to receive enough grace to be where  
we are.

The intention of Holy Yoga at Level Ground is 
to show up just as you are; to come as simply 
as you can manage. It’s a practice that speaks 
of quiet reflection, humble restoration, and 
grace for all. As we learn what it means to 
accept ourselves moment by moment, we 
cultivate the practice of accepting others. 

HOLY YOGA
BEGINNERS WELCOME!

WHAT Panel
WHEN 10am on Saturday, October 9
WHERE Deavor (305 Jefferson Street)
DETAILS Conversation with Derek Webb, 
Jennifer Knapp, and more TBA.

The arts have an unparalleled capacity to 
move us. Perhaps it is because art helps 
us understand one another by confronting 
difference while giving us room to process 
the stories of our lives. Of all the art forms, 
music is matchless in its ability to sneak past 
our defenses and touch our emotions while 
revealing timeless truths about ourselves, 
the world around us, and our God. 

Join singer-songwriters Jennifer Knapp 
and Derek Webb for an Art and Empathy 
Workshop on Music that will showcase new 
ways to engage with the songs we listen to and 
love. The discussion will center on the unique 
and memorable ways that music opens up 
our hearts to foster empathy for those whose 
stories are different from our own. 

Each artist will share songs that have had a 
profound impact on their lives and have helped 
them in their own journeys exploring the terrain 
where faith, gender, and sexuality intersect.

ART & EMPATHY  
SERIES: MUSIC

A PANEL DIALOGUE

CHECK US OUT AT ONLEVELGROUND.ORG  HASHTAG WITH US: @ON_LEVELGROUND #LEVELGROUND



SHORTS PROGRAM
SHORT FILM SCREENINGS AND  

LUNCH DIALOGUE

IDEALS & IDENTITY
WHAT Film Screening
WHEN 12pm on Saturday, October 9
LOCATION Deavor (305 Jefferson Street)
DETAILS Enjoy free Chick-fil-A lunch while we watch and discuss four short films.

How do you resolve the tension between ideals and identities? 

Together, these fantastic short films compel the viewer to tear down preconceived notions 
about individuals or ideals of romantic expression. When gender roles force a relationship 
into dangerous cycles of competition and probing questions end fruitful conversation, we 
learn to hope for a more vulnerable way forward.

As we watch these films, we want to consider the benefits of learning to look past ideals as a 
means of helping us discover each other’s true identities.

I’M YOURS Director Chase Joynt / 6 min 

I’m Yours is a clever, inviting short film that 
introduces the viewer to two people: Nina and 
Chase. As they respond to implied, probing 
questions — the kinds of questions they often 
get asked as transgender individuals — Nina and 
Chase’s honesty demands our attention. 

Listening well to Nina and Chase - or to 
anyone - might mean ridding ourselves of 
preconceived ideas about their identity. If we 
are comparing their answers to our internal 
assumptions, we may well miss the charming, 
complex person sitting in front of us. 

THE ROMANTICS Director Ryan Daniel 
Dobson / 15 min

The Romantics is a comedic short film that 
explores the idea of over-romanticizing 
relationships, skills, and individuals. Can a real-
world relationship work when both people in it 
are striving for an unattainable ideal?

With archery, calligraphy, and an epic duel, 
this short film skillfully satires the absurdity 
of ideals and the tragedies that arise from 
people making decisions based on unrealistic 
standards rather than interpersonal honesty. 

SHORTS PROGRAM
SHORT FILM SCREENINGS AND  

LUNCH DIALOGUE

FAMILY & COMMUNITY
WHAT Film Screening
WHEN 12pm on Saturday, October 9
LOCATION Deavor (305 Jefferson Street)
DETAILS Enjoy free Chick-fil-A lunch while we watch and discuss four short films.

In the already controversial realm of faith, gender, and sexuality, few topics touch a nerve 
quite like family. We all have someone whom we deeply care about and deeply disagree 
with on one topic or another. The question becomes, then, how do we move forward in 
relationship with grace and kindness rather than anger and shame? 

These short films offer vital insights on the topics of family and community. Remembering a 
family’s shared history may be a bedrock for future hope. Acknowledging a community’s tragic 
silence may be the catalyst for a better way forward. As we watch these films, we hope to reflect 
on the delicate nature and tremendous strength of familial and communal bonds.

A LONG WALK Director Chinonye Chukwu /  
15 min 

A Long Walk is set on a single day in a tight-
knit neighborhood that reacts with silence to 
the public shaming of a child.

Will that silence come back to haunt the 
members of this community or a young boy 
who did not stick up for his friend? With 
unflinching honesty, this powerfully acted 
short film looks squarely in the face of past 
failures and offers a lament for the tragedies 
that result from this kind of communal silence. 

MY MOTHER’S ORPHAN Director Melissa 
Perez / 11 min

My Mother’s Orphan is a poignant short film that 
follows a mother-daughter relationship fraught 
with challenges. A young woman struggles to 
find acceptance from her aging mother, a devout 
Catholic who does not approve of her daughter’s 
same-sex relationship.  

In the midst of these difficulties, a few serene 
moments and memories from the past lift 
the characters to a place of newfound grace, 
leaving the characters without easy answers, 
but with care for one another.



WHAT Workshop
WHEN 2:30pm on Saturday, October 9
LOCATION Deavor (305 Jefferson Street)
DETAILS An interactive arts workshop 
facilitated by Rebekah Neel. Supplies included 
(though you’re welcome to bring some of your 
own, too)

This workshop is meant to give you time 
and space to reflect on the various parts of 
your life that assemble to make you a whole, 
complex person. 

In this interactive workshop, we will explore 
the idea of taking symbols from our past and 
weaving them together to create a visual 
collage that maps who we are and who we 
hope to become. 

We will walk participants through the process 
of creating these small works of art based on 
influences and experiences, as a way to create 
a visual representation of our identities. 

Feel free to bring any items you may want to 
add to your collage (copies of photos, text of 
poems, etc) that have sentimental value to you. 
We will also have a wide range of materials 
available for all participants to use in creating 
their collages!

This workshop is open to everyone. All 
ages and artistic abilities are welcomed and 
encouraged to join!

COLLECT,  
CONNECT, & CREATE

AN ART WORKSHOP

WHAT Panel
WHEN 4pm on Saturday, October 9 
LOCATION Deavor (305 Jefferson Street)
TIME/DATE A dialogue with Luke Timothy 
Johnson and Karen Swallow Prior, facilitated 
by Jeff Chu.

Convicted Civility, a term coined by 
theologian Richard Mouw, is the practice 
of holding both conviction and civility as 
integral, complementary aspects of what 
it means to bring Christian faith into public 
discourse. Inherent in this task is the  
difficult challenge of becoming a person  
who speaks with passionate intensity and 
gentle peacefulness. 

Level Ground’s vision is that all people will 
learn to value a diversity of identities and 
convictions, forming relationships across 
their differences and disagreements. With 
this in mind we are honored to have Luke 
Timothy Johnson, from Emory’s Candler 
School of Theology, and Karen Swallow Prior, 
from Liberty University in dialogue with one 
another. Both Luke and Karen are scholars, 
professors, and faithful people who deeply 
disagree with one another. 

Journalist and Level Ground Board Member, 
Jeff Chu will be facilitating the conversation, 
asking questions that inform dialogue 
rather than debate, community rather 
than divisiveness, and wonder rather than 
ownership. This dialogue is sure to push, 
challenge, complicate, and deepen the 
conversation about faith, gender, and sexuality 
for each of us, no matter our sexual orientation 
or theological conviction.

CONVICTED  
CIVILITY DIALOGUE 
WITH LUKE TIMOTHY JOHNSON  

AND KAREN SWALLOW PRIOR

CHECK US OUT AT ONLEVELGROUND.ORG  HASHTAG WITH US: @ON_LEVELGROUND #LEVELGROUND



WHAT Live Performance
WHEN 9pm on Saturday, October 9
WHERE Deavor (305 Jefferson Street)
DETAILS Live performances hosted by Melissa 
Greene featuring artists: Ron Baldwin, Ashley 
Hamilton, Emily Joy, Aaron Quinn, Sara Green, 
and others.

Level Ground L!VE brings Nashville singers, 
dancers, visual artists, and spoken word 
poets together for a night of unforgettably 
dynamic and artful storytelling. 

We all experience moments – some intentional, 
others unexpected – so packed with emotion 
that we struggle to articulate, let alone share 
what we’ve encountered and what it means to us. 
Level Ground believes that experiencing L!VE 
performances within a diverse community of 
artists will provide us with a uniquely cathartic and 
transformative opportunity to experience both 
the beauty and pain of life as we’re living it. 

We invite you to share in the incredible talent and 
vulnerable stories of some of our favorite artists as 
they question, doubt, find hope, and wrestle with 
their identities — sexual, religious, and otherwise.

WHAT Late Night
WHEN 10:30pm on Saturday, October 9
WHERE Deavor (305 Jefferson Street)
DETAILS Party with free beer, music, and late 
night snacks!

At Level Ground we believe it is incredibly 
important to balance difficult, sometimes 
painful conversations with lighthearted spaces 
for friendship and joy. These celebratory 
spaces offer some of the best opportunities to 
connect with others. To share what we’ve seen, 
how our thinking has been challenged, and 
how we are being transformed.

We hope you’ll join us to close out what 
promises to be a great Level Ground Nashville 
Festival. This is a place to laugh, dance, eat, 
and celebrate that life is full of both pain and 
joy, darkness and hope, conflict and love.

LEVEL 
GROUND 

L!VE
LIVE ARTISTIC &  
STORYTELLING  

PERFORMANCES

HENRY GAMBLE’S  
BIRTHDAY PARTY
FEATURE FILM SCREENING  

& DINNER DIALOGUE

WHAT Film Screening
WHEN 5:30pm on Saturday, October 9
WHERE Deavor (305 Jefferson Street)
DETAILS Presented by The Carpenter 
Program at Vanderbilt Divinity School. Free 
dinner at 5:30pm, film screening at 6:30pm. 
Followed by a panel dialogue moderated by 
Emily Maynard with John Pavlovitz, Brandon 
Maxwell, and Victoria Minor.

Who can we be fully honest with? Our 
friends? Our pastors? Ourselves? 

Henry Gamble’s Birthday Party (Director 
Stephen Cone / 87 min) explores the 
question of honesty and depicts the tension 
between the illusory and the real. 

This emotive independent feature film unfolds 
over the course of a single day as it follows the 
interconnected, joyous, and painful moments 
in the life of Henry Gamble.

We learn a great deal about Henry in the first 
five minutes of this movie. He runs a podcast 
about great music, he is celebrating his 17th 
birthday, and he is gay. He is, however, not 
fully honest with others - or even himself - 
about his same-sex attractions, a fact made 
more complicated because he is the son of an 
evangelical megachurch pastor.

Henry is hosting a day-long birthday pool 
party at his house in the suburbs of Chicago, 
and it is through the small interactions – the 
prayer requests, the “Praise the Lords!” and 
the invitations to church camp - that this movie 
slowly builds a holistic world that depicts 
evangelical suburban life.

The film is not really about Henry, at least not 
exclusively. It is about the way that church 
communities talk about – and don’t talk about  
– sex, sexuality, and grief. These themes play 
out as the thin veneer of pseudo-perfection 
quickly disappears in the light of unblinking 
honesty. As lies, rumors, and sadness circulate 
around the fringes of this birthday party, the 
film forces us to stare at the painful results 
of repression and resentment. The film gifts 
viewers with moments of celebration when 
vulnerable communication does take place, 
sometimes with the help of a little red wine 
smuggled into a stuffy gathering.

What helps this film shine is the space it 
creates for moments of reflection, using 
creative cinematography and an immersive 
soundtrack to infuse temporal moments  
with transcendent impact. It is a bold and 
effective film, and we hope to watch it with  
the challenge – and opportunity – of honesty 
in mind.

CLOSING 
PARTY

WHY DO  
WE CELEBRATE? 

CHECK US OUT AT ONLEVELGROUND.ORG  HASHTAG WITH US: @ON_LEVELGROUND #LEVELGROUND



BIOS
RON BALDWIN is a local Nashville artist who “paints visual life to 
music.” Ingenuity, abstract originality, and a strong business sense  
now allow him to focus exclusively on his creativity and art. 

JEFF CHU is a New York-based journalist, author of “Does Jesus Really 
Love Me?”, and an elder in the Reformed Church in America. 

MELISSA GREENE is the Associate Pastor at GracePointe Church. 
Earlier in life she was a part of the award winning Christian Music Group, 
Avalon. She is also the Hope Curator for the prison outreach, Timothy’s 
Gift. She is partner to Ben Greene and Mom to Hutch and Haven.

SARA GREEN is a trained dancer and a graduate student at Vanderbilt 
University studying Community Development and Theology. She’s 
worked with Urban Bush Women, Nora Chipaumire and The Bill T. 
Jones/Arnie Zane Dance Company to name a few. 

ASHLEY HAMILTON is an interdisciplinary artist exploring the struggle 
of self-identity. Her work manifests in a variety of ways including 
painting, performance, sculpture, installation, and video.

KIRA HOOKS finds her home in music.  In 2013, she released her debut 
EP “Underground Sky” and her first full length album, “Elephant Heart,” 
produced by John Avila. Her music is eclectic, nurturing, nostalgic, playful, 
provocative, romantic, silly, spiritual, and empowering.

JASON & DEMARCO celebrated 14 years together this summer. In 2011, 
after touring almost a decade together as a duo, they welcomed twin 
sons through surrogacy. Aside from their music, they now also run the 
non-profit (S.A.F.E.), a drop-in center for homeless youth.

LUKE TIMOTHY JOHNSON, PH.D. is a former monk, author of 26 books 
on literary, moral, and religious dimensions of the New Testament, and a 
senior fellow at Emory University’s Center for the Study of Law and Religion.

MICKY SCOTTBEY JONES believes in revolutionary love, engages  
in authentic conversations, facilitates and participates in transformative 
experiences, and never passes up a dance floor. She is the Director of 
Training and Program Development at TransFORM Network.

EMILY JOY is a spoken word poet and freelance writer living  
in Nashville, TN. Her passion is to help people speak their truths,  
seek justice, and ask hard questions. 

JENNIFER KNAPP is a Grammy-nominated singer-songwriter, speaker, 
LGBT advocate, and author of Facing The Music: My Story. 

BRANDON MAXWELL is a Nashville native, a lover of liturgy, and a 
graduate of Candler School of Theology. He is now an admissions director 
and on the pastoral team of Park Avenue Baptist Church in Atlanta.

EMILY MAYNARD writes, speaks, and tweets about building an active  
faith in the wilds of your 20’s. She tackles topics from dating to modesty  
to doubt. Emily lives in southern California, but doesn’t surf.

VICTORIA MINOR is a peer educator with the PG-13 Players and is 
currently an 11th grader at Martin Luther King Jr. Magnet High School  
in Nashville. She loves educating, advocating for others, and helping 
make people more aware of their own values.

REBEKAH NEEL is an Art Educator and Massage Therapist from  
Thailand by way of China, Hong Kong, Italy, India, Pennsylvania, Indiana, 
and Chicago. She currently calls Southern California home.

JOHN PAVLOVITZ is a pastor and blogger from Wake Forest, North 
Carolina. His blog, “Stuff That Needs To Be Said” has reached a diverse 
audience of millions of people. He is preparing to launch an online  
community called The Table.

KAREN SWALLOW PRIOR, PH.D. is Professor of English at  
Liberty University, author of Fierce Convictions, and a Research  
Fellow with the Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission of the  
Southern Baptist Convention.

AARON QUINN is a poet and writer from Chattanooga. His works 
include “I Have Found My Freedom,” Grey Graphic Novel, and the  
non-profit A Grey World.

MANDY REID is a certified 500hr master level yoga instructor focused on 
anti-body shaming. She is the creator of the “Love Your Body” e-course.

DEREK WEBB is a disruptive artist and thinker after over 20 years  
of experience and millions of albums sold. He is also the co-founder  
of NoiseTrade.



SPONSORS

SHOWCASE

PRESENTING

SUSTAINING

VENUE



WHAT IS LEVEL GROUND?
LEVEL GROUND CREATES SPACE FOR DIALOGUE ABOUT FAITH, GENDER, 

AND SEXUALITY THROUGH THE ARTS. WE CULTIVATE A BETTER WAY 
OF SPEAKING WITH ONE ANOTHER ACROSS OUR DIFFERENCES 

AND DISAGREEMENTS. 

We gather collaborative and creative people around 
food, poetry, dance, music, performance, and 

film — all of which inspire deep and gracious 
conversations.

If you’ve ever found yourself 
frustrated with angry, 

polarized dialogue, 
you are not 

alone. 

“ART  
SHOULD 
PROVOKE,  
DISTURB, AROUSE 
OUR EMOTIONS, 
EXPAND OUR SYMPATHIES 
IN DIRECTIONS WE MAY NOT 
ANTICIPATE AND MAY NOT EVEN 
WISH.” JOYCE CAROL OATES

COME JOIN US ON LEVEL GROUND.

ONE FINAL  
THANK YOU
Level Ground would also like to thank the many donors 
and volunteers who have made the 2015 Nashville Festival 
possible. We could not have done it without you.

Annie Udell, Kristin Leffel, Judy and Phil Curley, Nick and Whitney 
Warnes, Randy and Meagan VanDeventer, Leland Merritt, Jessi 
Knippel, Desiree Singleton, Erin Kennedy, Christie Turner, Grace 
Kaste, Erin Claxton, Aaron Mauer, Heather Gibbs, David Colgan, 
Shalyn Kettering, Beau Wammack, Sara Borders, Robby Stone, 
Coury Palermo, Mary Stanley, Jeremy Noel, Jack Young, Kathleen 
Murphy, Janelle Boston, Priscilla Summer Coffey, Robbie Maris, 
Membership Marcy, Chelsea Casey, Amanda Halligan, Kelvin 
Martinez, Kristyn Komarnicki, Zach Hancock, Joey Amato, Stan 
Mitchell, Ross Murray, Ellen Armour, Lyndsey Godwin, Veronica 
Dress, Elisabeth Brander, Lisa Howe, Micah Sheppard, Rob 
Birkhead, Kathy Corlew, Tim Kurek, and Warner Durnell.

FINALLY, A BIG SHOUT OUT TO OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY 
PARTNERS. We hope you will join them in continuing the 
conversation about faith, gender, and sexuality: GLSEN Nashville, 
Just Us @ Oasis Center, PG-13 Players: a Program of Planned 
Parenthood of Middle and East TN, Beer + Hymns Nashville, and 
Presbytery of Middle Tennessee.


