
Book of Order Comparison on the Definition and Practice of Marriage 
	
Book of Order 2011/2013 
 
W-4.9001 Christian Marriage 
Marriage is a gift God has given to all humankind for 
the well-being of the entire human family. 
Marriage is a civil contract between a 
woman and a man. For Christians marriage is 
a covenant through which a man and a woman are 
called to live out together before God their lives of 
discipleship. In a service of Christian marriage a 
lifelong commitment is made by a woman and a man 
to each other, publicly witnessed and acknowledged 
by the community of faith. 
 
 
If the Marriage Is Unwise 
W-4.9003 Time and Place of the Service 
b. If the teaching elder is convinced after discussion 
with the couple that commitment, responsibility, 
maturity, or Christian understanding are so lacking 
that the marriage is unwise, the teaching elder shall 
assure the couple of the church’s continuing concern 
for them and not conduct the ceremony. In making 
this decision the teaching elder may seek the counsel 
of the session. 
... As a service of Christian worship, the marriage 
service is under the direction of the teaching elder 
and the supervision of the session... 
 
 
W-4.9006 Recognizing Civil Marriage 
 
A service of worship recognizing a civil marriage and 
confirming it in the community of faith may be 
appropriate when requested by the couple. The service 
will be similar to the marriage service except that the 
opening statement, the declaration of intention, the 
exchange of the vows by the husband and wife, and 
the public declaration by the teaching elder† reflect 
the fact that the woman and man are already married 
to one another according to the laws of the state. 
  

Book of Order 2015-2017 
 
  
W-4.9001  Marriage is a gift God has given to all humankind for the 
well-being of the entire human family. Marriage involves 
a unique commitment between two people, 
traditionally a man and a woman, to love 
and support each other for the rest of 
their lives. The sacrificial love that unites the couple 
sustains them as faithful and responsible members of the church 
and the wider community. 
 
W-4.9002  In civil law, marriage is a contract that recognizes the 
rights and obligations of the married couple in society. In the 
Reformed tradition, marriage is also a covenant in which God 
has an active part, and which the community of faith publicly 
witnesses and acknowledges. 
 
 W-4.9003 If they meet the requirements of the civil jurisdiction in 
which they intend to marry, a couple may request that a service 
of Christian marriage be conducted by a teaching elder in the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), who is authorized, though not 
required, to act as an agent of the civil jurisdiction in recording 
the marriage contract. A couple requesting a service of Christian 
marriage shall receive instruction from the teaching elder, who 
may agree to the couple’s request only if, in the judgment of the 
teaching elder, the couple demonstrate sufficient understanding 
of the nature of the marriage covenant and commitment to living 
their lives together according to its values. In making this 
decision, the teaching elder may seek the counsel of the 
session, which has authority to permit or deny the use of 
church property for a marriage service. 
 
 4.9004 The marriage service shall be conducted in a manner 
appropriate to this covenant and to the forms of Reformed 
worship, under the direction of the teaching elder and the 
supervision of the session (W-1.4004–.4006).... 
 
W-4.9005  A service of worship recognizing a civil marriage and 
confirming it in the community of faith may be appropriate when 
requested by the couple... 
 
W-4.9006   
Nothing herein shall compel a teaching 
elder to perform nor compel a session to 
authorize the use of church property for a 
marriage service that the teaching elder 
or the session believes is contrary to the 
teaching elder’s or the session’s 
discernment of the Holy Spirit and their 
understanding of the Word of God. 
 
	



Book of Order Comparison on Gifts & Qualifications for Ordained Ministry 
	

Book of Order 2011-2013  
 
CHAPTER 4. THE CHURCH AND ITS OFFICERS 
 
Offices of Ministry 
All ministry in the Church is a gift from Jesus Christ. 
Members and officers alike serve mutually under the 
mandate of Christ who is the chief minister of all. His 
ministry is the basis of all ministries; the standard for all 
offices is the pattern of the one who came “not to be served 
but to serve.” (Matt. 20:28) One responsibility of 
membership in the church is the election of officers who are 
ordained to fulfill particular functions. The existence of these 
offices in no way diminishes the importance of the 
commitment of all members to the total ministry of the 
church. These ordained officers differ from other members 
in function only. The Church offices mentioned in the New 
Testament which this church has maintained include those of 
presbyters (ministers of the Word and Sacrament and elders) 
and deacons.... Both men and women shall be eligible to 
hold church offices...  
 
a. To those called to exercise special functions in the 
church—God gives suitable gifts for their various duties...  
In addition to possessing the necessary gifts and abilities, 
natural and acquired, those who undertake particular 
ministries should be persons of strong faith, dedicated 
discipleship, and love of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. 
Their manner of life should be a demonstration of the 
Christian gospel in the church and in the world. They must 
have the approval of God’s people and the concurring 
judgment of a governing body of the church. 
 
b. Those who are called to office in the church are to lead a 
life in obedience to Scripture and in conformity to the 
historic confessional standards of the church. Among these 
standards is the requirement to live either in 
fidelity within the covenant of marriage 
between a man and a woman (W-4.9001), 
or chastity in singleness. Persons refusing to 
repent of any self-acknowledged practice which the 
confessions call sin shall not be ordained and/or installed as 
deacons, elders, or ministers of the Word and Sacrament. 
 
The government of this church is representative, and the 
right of God’s people to elect their officers is inalienable. 
Therefore, no person can be placed in any permanent 
office in a congregation or governing body of the church 
except by election of that body. 
 
a. It is necessary to the integrity and health of the church 
that the persons who serve in it as officers shall adhere to 
the essentials of the Reformed faith and polity as expressed 
in The Book of Confessions and the Form of Government.  

Book of Order 2015/2017 
 
CHAPTER TWO 
ORDERED MINISTRY, COMMISSIONING, AND CERTIFICATION 
 
G-2.0101 Christ’s Ministry 
The Church’s ministry is a gift from Jesus Christ to the whole 
Church. Christ alone rules, calls, teaches, and uses the Church as 
he wills, exercising his authority by the ministry of women and 
men for the establishment and extension of God’s new creation. 
Christ’s ministry is the foundation and standard for all ministry, the 
pattern of the one who came “not to be served but to serve” (Matt. 
20:28). The basic form of ministry is the ministry of the whole 
people of God, from whose midst some are called to ordered 
ministries, to fulfill particular functions. Members and those in 
ordered ministries serve together under the mandate of Christ. 
 
G-2.0102 Ordered Ministries 
The Church’s ordered ministries described in the New Testament 
and maintained by this church are deacons and presbyters 
(teaching elders and ruling elders). Ordered ministries are gifts to 
the church to order its life so that the ministry of the whole people 
of God may flourish. The existence of these ordered ministries in 
no way diminishes the importance of the commitment of all 
members to the total ministry of the church. The government of 
this church is representative, and the right of God’s people to 
elect presbyters and deacons is inalienable. Therefore, no 
person can be placed in any ordered ministry in a 
congregation or council of the church except by election of 
that body. Ordination to the ministry of teaching elder, ruling 
elder, or deacon is unique to that order of ministry. 
 
G-2.0103 Call to Ordered Ministry 
The call to ordered ministry in the Church is the act of the triune 
God. This call is evidenced by the movement of the Holy Spirit in 
the individual conscience, the approval of a community of God’s 
people, and the concurring judgment of a council of the Church. 
 
G-2.0104 Gifts and Qualifications 
a. To those called to exercise special functions in the church—
deacons, ruling elders, and teaching elders—God gives suitable 
gifts for their various duties. In addition to possessing the 
necessary gifts and abilities, those who undertake particular 
ministries should be persons of strong faith, dedicated 
discipleship, and love of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. Their 
manner of life should be a 
demonstration of the Christian gospel  
 
G-2.0105 Freedom of Conscience 
It is necessary to the integrity and health of the church that the 
persons who serve it in ordered ministries shall adhere to the 
essentials of the Reformed faith and polity as expressed in this 
Constitution... freedom of conscience with respect to the 
interpretation of Scripture is to be maintained... The decision as to 
whether a person has de- parted from essentials of Reformed faith and 
polity is made initially by the individual concerned but ultimately becomes 
the responsibility of the council in which he or she is a member. 
 


