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The path back to the future

by Susan Jennings

This spring marks the 
second anniversary of 

our purchase of Agraria at 
auction in 2017. Since the 
acquisition was an unexpected 
leap for us, the 24 months 
since then have been marked 
by internal and external 
exploration into the possi-
bilities of our 128-acre farm. 
They’ve also been set against 
a rapidly-changing public 
understanding of climate 
catastrophe, ecosystem degra-
dation, and the narrowing of 
the timeframe we have left to 
respond to both.

Our purchase of Agraria 
was spurred by our interest 
in soil regeneration and our 
understanding that carbon 
sequestration in soil is one 
of the most hopeful climate 
strategies available to us. Re-
generative land use practices 
not only remove carbon from 
the atmosphere, they also 
restore and build soil health 

in the process. 
Our first inquiries into 

Agraria’s mission focused on 
how we could support re-
gional and national research 
and education around soil re-
generation. We visited places 
like Joel Salatin’s Polyface 
Farm in Virginia, the Land 
Institute in Kansas, and car-
bon farmer David Brandt’s 
farm in Carroll, Ohio. We 
consulted with local farmers 

and developed partnerships 
with organizations like the 
Ohio Ecological Food and 
Farm Association and with 
area institutions, includ-
ing Central State, Wright 
State, Ohio State, and Ohio 
Universitiy, Antioch Col-
lege, University of Dayton 
and Wittenberg University. 
Dozens of focus groups, 
dinners, and meetings helped 
us understand how we might 

support local and regional 
schools, colleges, farmers, and 
gardeners.

Out of this process grew 
a mission revolving around 
education, research, conserva-
tion, and support of the local 
food system that capitalized 
on our strengths and orga-
nizational history, and also 
helped build the capacity of 
local and regional institutions.

Meanwhile, the land-
scape itself has been shifting 
under our feet. A spate of 
books about soil, ecosystem 
regeneration, rewilding, and 
water continues to prolifer-
ate while the news about 
climate and species extinction 
continues to worsen. The two 
paths before us—one toward 
regeneration, and one toward 
degeneration—become in-
creasingly clearer.

The path toward re-
generation is being sown 
by hundreds of farmers, 
researchers and activists 
emboldened and enabled by 
new understandings of the 
power of intact ecosystems 
to mitigate and adapt to 
climate change. Soil carbon 
sequestration has become 
an integral part of climate 
agreements and carbon 
drawdown conversations.

The path toward degen-
eration also continues to 
accelerate, with the United 
Nations reporting that we 
have fewer than 60 years of 
business-as-usual farming left, 
the collapse of insect and bird 
populations, dead zones in 
lakes and rivers, a steep rise in 
degenerative diseases, climate 
catastrophe, and weather 
anomalies.

No matter what path we 

Continued on next page4

Dennie Eagleson

Samuel Thayer, an internationally recognized authority on wild edible plants, led a workshop on 
Agraria in 2018.

Agraria is a new branch within the longtime 
organization, Arthur Morgan Institute for 
Community Solutions. The latter has a long track 
record of understanding and enhancing small 
communities. I feel Agraria, with an amazing 
volunteer interaction, will be reaching out to small 
and larger communities to act as an educational 
resource to demonstrate better ways to protect 
and enhance our soils.

—Julia Cady

   Voices of
    Agraria    
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take, the future is here and 
now.

Arthur Morgan Legacy
By the time Arthur 

Morgan founded Commu-
nity Service (the forerunner 
to Community Solutions) in 
1940, he had already engi-
neered the Miami Conser-
vancy District’s flood control 
system, transformed Antioch 
College, served as the first 
chair of the Tennessee Valley 
Authority, informed Gandhi’s 
rural education initiative, writ-
ten several books, and founded 
an alternative currency. Yet he 
saw Community Service as 
his culminating legacy because 
he increasingly believed that 
the small community was the 
basis of culture and democ-
racy. Though urbanization 
and globalization were in 
their infancy, he was remark-
ably prescient about what 
they might mean for human 
agency and community.

Over its 79 years, the orga-
nization has explored through 
conferences and writings, 
films and our online presence, 
the power and possibility of 
community. Morgan was a 
founder of the Community 
Land Trust movement, and 
his heirs were co-founders 
of North Carolina’s Celo 
Community, Ohio’s Raven 
Rocks community, and Yellow 
Springs Vale Community. 

Community Solutions 
has also advocated for the 
environment and sustainable 
agriculture through films 
produced by Pat Murphy and 
Faith Morgan about Passive 
House building and about 
Cuba’s transition to organic 
agriculture—The Power of 
Community: How Cuba Sur-

vived Peak Oil. Pat and Faith 
also envisioned an Agraria 
housing collaborative with 
energy efficient homes.

More recently, our or-
ganizational work plan has 
focused on re-localization, 
based on the understand-
ing that global planetary and 
human health depends on the 
health of interconnected local 
communities.

Agraria provides a plat-
form for practice and inquiry 
into these areas, particularly 
the regeneration of soils and 
our local food system. 

The case for soil
Depleted soils are at the 

nexus of many of humanity’s 
most pressing issues, includ-
ing climate change, weather 
anomalies, hunger, degen-
erative diseases, algal blooms, 
ocean acidification, and dwin-
dling biodiversity above and 
below ground. Historians link 
many civilizational declines to 
soil degradation.

Much of this depletion is 
related to a lack of soil carbon. 
Since 1930, 50-70 percent of 
soil carbon has been released 
into the atmosphere through 
deforestation and farming 
practices that disturb soil 
or leave it bare for several 
months a year. Here in Ohio, 
uncovered farmland loses an 
average of 5.6 tons of soil per 
year. Much of this soil and 

nutrient run-off ends up in 
our rivers and lakes, where it 
creates algal blooms and dead 
zones. The flood-created lakes 
that are preventing plant-
ing in thousands of midwest 
acres are a snapshot of what 
happens when soils lose their 

absorption capacity through 
depleted carbon.

Even practices seen as 
benign like the use of syn-
thetic fertilizers can harm 
soils. Plants fed with fertil-
izers don’t need to engage 
in the complex exchange 
that happens between roots 
and soil in a healthy system.  
Likewise, the use of pesti-
cides and herbicides destroys 
life both above and below 
ground.

Healthy soils are the most 
biodiverse ecosystem on the 
planet and are the base of all 
the above-ground ecosystems 
we interact with. Practices 

Continued on page 134
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AMY HARPER

Agraria has a mission to connect people to the 
land, to explore a more gentle and sustainable 
way of living with Mother Earth. I feel fortunate 
to have the opportunity to be a part of the farm’s 
evolution and to share the journey with so many 
inspired people.

—Bob Huston

   Voices of
    Agraria    
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By Nancy Lee Wood

Why is Agraria more 
than a farm? I’ve 

been thinking about Agraria 
and why it is so important 
… especially now. Numerous 
observers have come to recog-
nize that continuous, unlim-
ited economic growth is an 
illusion and that we are at the 
beginning stage of a long and 
permanent economic contrac-
tion given the reality of finite 
resource depletions coupled 
with the challenges of climate 
change, global warming, and 
species extinctions. The reality 
is that we must relocalize 
much, if not most, of our way 
of living. This has far reach-
ing implications for future 
day-to-day economic activity, 
especially in the ways we will 
feed ourselves.

From a sociological per-
spective, the economy is the 

absolute core of any society. 
Every society, regardless of 
its size or moment in history, 
has an “economic system,” a 
pattern of activities focused 
on production, distribution, 
and consumption of goods 
and services that structure 
the fundamental workings 
of a society, and in so doing, 
permeate the entire social 
system.

What, then, is at the center 
of every society’s economy? 
Nature, and most immediate, 
the need to access food (and 
water) from nature. Every 
society, no matter how big 
or small, simple or complex, 
has had to adopt a strategy 
to feed its population. No 
society has ever been able to 
continue without this task 
being front and center, simply 
because humans must eat, 
quite regularly, in order to 
continue living. 

The Agrarian experiment—

Model for a more just economy

Simply put, the predomi-
nant means through which 
a society accesses food, in 
essence, creates the economy. 
The ethos of that economy 
becomes embedded in the 
rest of the social system, thus, 
shaping people’s thoughts, 
values, attitudes, ideologies, 

who gets to eat with dignity, 
this entire fossil-fueled system 
is driven by the ultimate goal 
of maximizing profits. If you 
have money to feed yourself, 
you can eat; if you don’t, you 
can go through the difficulties, 
and often the indignities, of 
handouts from elsewhere (See 
the film A Place at the Table) 
or, as in some of the poorest 
areas of the world, scavenge 
for food in dumpsters and lo-
cal refuse sites.

Thus, it is not surprising 
that the economic ethos of 
maximizing profit, at any 
cost to the environment and 
to human health, perme-
ates every area of our society 
including its polity, social 
psychology, and societal 
relations. The demands of 
perpetual growth exercised by 
large scale corporate capital-
ism — with its incessant 
concentration of wealth in 
fewer and fewer hands,  with 
its mega-waste and throw-
away mentality, including 
human lives, with its flagrant 
disregard for environmental 
abuse and destruction — is 
ecologically destabilizing, 
unsustainable, and fundamen-
tally undemocratic.

Agraria, in my mind, is 
more than “a farm.” It is an 
experiment. It is an effort to 
reimagine and to actualize an 
ecologically-sound, demo-
cratically-driven, community-
based way of creating a 
vibrant, inclusive, equitable, 
and socially rich way of living, 
one that is economically just 
while connected to and within 
the boundaries of nature. 

Agraria beckons us to 

Agraria beckons us to 
create a different way  

of “doing economy”

Continued on page 15 4

AMY HARPER

Participants in a 2018 Land Assessment Workshop on Agraria. The workshop was sponsored by 
the Ohio Ecological Food and Farm Association. 

and behaviors.  
Today’s dominant food sys-

tem is characterized by agri-
business — globalized, cor-
porate, industrialized, capital 
intensive agriculture — which 
functions, first and foremost, 
to maximize profits. From 
how food is grown, through 
the ways in which it is pro-
cessed and transported, to the 
shelf space in supermarkets, to 
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Healing the land, healing ourselves

Megan Bachman

Agraria farmer Bob Moore experimented with growing emmer 
wheat, a heritage grain, last year.

|	 5	

Without initiatives like Agraria that focus on soil 
regeneration and best farming practices, our hope 
for the future is grim. But a growing groundswell 
supports a basic desire to turn Big Ag back to an 
agri-culture where Agraria will be an early voice in 
research and education to do just that.

— Macy & Roger Reynolds

   Voices of
    Agraria    

by Megan Bachman

“We learn that we are loved, 
not through rational study of 
universal truths, but through 
particular, partial relationships 
of love, care and reciprocity 
which we experience at signifi-
cant moments in our lives. And 
just as we cannot love humanity 
in general without first expe-
riencing the love of particular 
persons, and returning that 
love, so we cannot love nature 
as a whole, in abstraction from 
particular places or communities 
of species which we inhabit.” 

— Michael Northcott

One million plant and 
animal species are 

headed for extinction unless 
humanity transforms its rela-
tionship to nature, a landmark 
U.N. study concluded in May 
2019. The statistic is stunning: 
1,000,000 species wiped out, 
some within decades, if we 
maintain the status quo.

A few days later, the articles 
covering the study faded away 
and the decline of nature 
continued apace. But not 
everywhere. For places model-
ing radically regenerative ways 
of living with the land, such 
reports are not signals of doom 
— they become fodder for the 
fires of conviction that guide 
those working there.

Agraria is one such place. 
I can’t think of a better North 
Star at this time of Earth’s 
history than regeneration. In 
the simplest terms, regenera-
tion promotes life, while our 
economic system of extractive, 
exploitative capitalism and our 
political priorities of weapons-
building and war-making 
promote the exact opposite.

While the emotional im-

pact of each successive scien-
tific report can be debilitating, 
we cannot let an existential 
fear — rational though it may 
be — keep us from advancing 
a future that could support 
future generations of plants, 
animals and people.

Contrasted with climate 
change’s long timescales 
and colossal potentialities 

is the immediacy and pres-
ence of those inhabiting our 
small world. After all, our 
relationships with family, 
community and land have to 
be regularly tended. Doing 
so in the most life-affirming 
way is sometimes all we can 
do. It reminds me of the Zen 
saying, “Before enlighten-
ment, chop wood, carry water. 

After enlightenment, chop 
wood, carry water.” Substitute 
enlightenment for “awareness 
of environmental catastrophe” 
and it still applies.

Will that be enough? The 
U.N. report notes that only 
“transformative change” will 
prevent ecological collapse, 
requiring, “a fundamental, 
system-wide reorganization” 
of technology, economy and 
society and its “paradigms, 
goals and values.” The report 
is also surprisingly hopeful, 
stating, “Opposition from 
vested interests can be over-
come for the public good.”

I cannot know for sure the 
impact of our hyperlocal ef-
forts. I’d like to believe in the 
principle of holography, which 
literally translates to “writes 
the whole.” Adrienne Maree 
Brown describes the concept 
this way: “What we practice at 
the small scale sets the pattern 
for the whole system.”

Brown’s discussion of heal-
ing is also relevant to Agraria. 
“It is healing behavior,” she 
writes, “to look at something 
so broken and see the possi-
bility and wholeness in it.” A 
few months after Community 
Solutions purchased Agraria, 
I took walked through its 
desolate fields already coming 
back to life and realized that 
healing the land was more 
like healing ourselves. After 
all, the land would heal itself 
if we got out of the way. 
Hastening its recovery on a 
human timescale is an act of 
love, for those creatures it will 
nurture and for ourselves.

 
The writer is a former outreach 
director for Community 
Solutions and editor of the 
Yellow Springs News.
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Agraria’s educational mission—

Connecting people to the soil

AMY HARPER

Mills Lawn students Asha Johnson-Drees, Cooper Folck and Alex Lewis studied macroinverte-
brates during a recent field day at Agraria.

Continued on next page 4

By David Diamond

As a Center for Regenera-
tive Practice, Agraria’s 

mission is to educate people 
of all ages about the pressing 
need for regenerative practices 
that build and protect soil 
health, strengthen our regional 
food system, and help mitigate 
climate change. We support 
the growing movement of 
citizen science through place-
based, experiential environ-
mental education. 

For the last two years, Peg 
Morgan and her Mills Lawn 
School third-graders have 
visited Agraria to study soil 
health, using insect counts 
and decomposition rates 
as measurements. “Soil is a 
great project-based learning 
experience,” she says. “All the 
spheres of learning meet on 
the soil … and in addition to 

that, you’ve got the different 
sciences. We get in there and 
get dirty and learn all about 
it.” 

Our Soils for Life project, 
funded by a grant from the 
Ohio Environmental Educa-
tion Fund, will bring teach-
ers from around the greater 
Dayton area to Agraria this 
June to learn about plant 
and soil science, regenerative 
practices, and project-based 
learning and to develop 

lesson plans that include 
classroom activities as well as 
field trips to Agraria. 

With the help of ex-
perienced educators and 
mentors, students have the 
opportunity to participate 
in each step of the scientific 
process: creating a hypoth-
esis, designing an experi-
ment, performing hands-on 
research, analyzing data, 
and communicating find-
ings to their peers and the 

larger community.
Agraria is a platform for 

older learners as well. We 
offer workshops for adults, 
opportunities for internships, 
and serve as a site for self-
designed student research 
projects.

Following are some of the 
highlights from the last year:
•  �More than 120 pre-K-12 

students from Yellow 
Springs Schools took part 
in experiential learning at 
Agraria.

•  �We installed eight blue-
bird boxes and joined 
Xarifa Farm as hosts for 
the Bluebird Monitoring 
Project cofounded by Kate 
Anderson, Bethany Gray, 
and Tecumseh Land Trust. 
McKinney School seventh 
graders visited in April and 
May to monitor nesting 
activity in the boxes. 

•  �We partnered withSpring-
field City School District 
on a USDA-funded Farm 
to School program focused 
on integrating local foods 
into the schools and the 
community. 

•  �More than 300 people par-
ticipated in workshops on 
fermentation, permaculture, 
seed saving, wildcrafting, 
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Most people just ignore soil, but there’s a lot more to soil than what people 
think of it. Just about everything alive on earth is connected to soil. Take  
cows, for example. They eat grass, and grass grows on soil. Without cows,  
we would have to drink goat milk. Soil also helps build up our defenses against 
diseases and imparts our sense of the sacred. We should be careful to be 
stewards of soil instead of harming it! 

—Mills Lawn School third grader

   Voices of
    Agraria    
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Learning from the land
3Continued from page 6

Agraria serves as a field site for area colleges and universi-
ties. Top from left: Antioch professor Kim Landsbergen visited 
Agraria with Daniel Cox, Lanique Dawson, and Steph Harman. 
Below: Students in a permaculture design course last year 
learned how to install a water management system on Agraria.

herbalism, soil health, land 
assessment, and carbon 
sequestration.
This year we’ve expanded 

our educational calendar 
to include stream studies, 
a conference in partner-
ship with Miami Valley 
Fibershed, summer camps, 
and trainings in hoophouse 
building and keyline irriga-
tion. We are also planning a 
conference on the linkages 
between soil health, nutri-
tion, local foods, and plant-

based medicine. Pathways to 
Regeneration:  Soil, Food, 
and Plant Medicine will run 
November 1-3 and include 
hands-on workshops, pre-
sentations, and a tour of our 
neighbor, Cresco.

Through our educational 
progarmming we aim to 
inspire a new generation of 
farmers, soil scientists, and 
homeowners committed to 
regenerative practices.

David Diamond is media 
and eductation coordinator at 
Community Solutions.
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It has been amazing to work with Agraria on a 
wide variety of projects from water quality to 
bluebirds! I feel so fortunate to have such an 
amazing environmental education opportunity 
right in Yellow Springs Schools’ backyard! 

        —�Becca Eastman, 7th grade teacher,  
McKinney Middle School

   Voices of
    Agraria    

Illustration from architectural rendering by BoB Huston

Agraria’s vision includes construction of a 3,000-sq. ft. educational center that will enable the orgnaization to expand its year-
round educational programming and serve as a field site for area institutions. The design, created by architect Mary Rogero, 
and initial site preparation, were funded by a grant from the Dayton Foundation. 
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Bringing trees back to the land
By Amy Harper

Growing along one of 
the tributaries of Jacoby 

Creek on Agraria is a celtis 
occidentalis magnifica, oth-
erwise known as a common 
hackberry tree. Though it ap-
pears at first glance be a single 
tree of massive girth, upon 
further inspection it reveals it-
self to be three trees that have 
grown together, weaving their 
way as one to the sky. Togeth-
er, their combined trunks near 
the base measure 60 inches in 
diameter. Exposed by erosion, 
their roots grip the bank, like 
the giant toes of some prehis-
toric creature. 

Those are just the roots 
you see. Underground, out of 
sight, the tree’s roots extend 
out and connect with other 
trees and plants via a vast 
fungal network that has 
been described as the “earth’s 
natural internet.” The fungi 
provide plants with water 
and nutrients in exchange for 
carbohydrates. And through 
tiny threads called mycelium, 
the fungi connect the roots of 
different plants in an area, and 
even different species. This 
“wood wide web,” as it has 
been called, allows trees and 
plants to talk to one another, 
help each other out, warn of 
insect predators and other 
threats, and share nutrients. It 
gives a whole new meaning to 
the word community. 

In 1817, when Michael 
Bruner and his wife Elizabeth 
bought land on what is now 
Agraria from his parents, 
Elias and Catherine, trees 
played a notable role in the 
landscape. The survey of their 
parcel began at a stake in 
the northwest corner, next 

to a “white Oak 10 inches 
diameter.” The property line 
bore south to an “Elm 16 
inches diameter,” then snaked 
its way to a stately “white Oak 
20 inches diam.,” continued 
to a little “dogwood 4 inches 

diam.,” jogged along to an-
other “white Oak 20 inches 
diam.,” and a “hickory 10 
inches diam.,” before heading 
“back eastward to the begin-
ning…”  

Every time the land 

changed ownership over 
the next 80-some years the 
surveys included trees as 
markers along the property 
line: “Jacob’s white oak,” a 
black oak near the corner of 
John Loe’s property, a 20-inch 
hickory near the corner of 
George Taylor and Thomas 
Coe’s property … 

Surveys today make no 
mention of trees, but if they 
did, they’d find few, if any, 
on Agraria of the kind local 
nurseryman W.W. Carr once 
called “the perfect monarchs 
of the forest:” the sycamores, 
oaks, walnuts and basswood. 
They gave way over the years 
to generations of farmers 
and their fields of wheat, rye, 
hay, flax, oats, Irish potatoes, 
corn and soy along with 
their cattle, sheep, swine, and 
horses. 

This progression from 
forest to field began when the 
first European settlers arrived 
in Ohio, near the beginning 
of the 19th century.  Forests 
covered almost 95 percent of 
the state then, and it was said 
that a squirrel could go from 
the Ohio River to Lake Erie 
and never touch the ground.

Over the next 100 years 
the trees came down in the 
“grandaddy of all forests” to 
let in the sunlight and make 
way for field, farm, and town. 
The humus-rich forest soil 
was perfect for the agricultur-
al production that paved the 
way for Ohio’s reputation as 
the “breadbasket” of the na-
tion. By the early 1900s, for-
ests covered only 10 percent 
of Ohio. Today forest land 
accounts for about 30 percent 
of the Ohio’s total area, most 

Continued on page 124

AMY HARPER

A giant-toed celtis occidentalist growing along a Jacoby Creek 
tributary. The tree is native to this region of Ohio. 
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The Nature Conservancy in Ohio is very excited to 
be partnering with Community Solutions on the 
Agraria stream and wetland restoration project. 
This will help enhance and protect the water 
quality and wildlife habitat of Jacoby Creek, which 
is an important tributary to the Little Miami River, 
a national and state scenic river. It will also serve 
as a sustainable land use model for farmers ... and 
will be part of building a world where people and 
nature thrive.

                  —�Devin Schenk, Jacoby 
Restoration Project Lead, TNC

   Voices of
    Agraria    
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By Krista Magaw

Agraria is at the heart 
of the Jacoby Creek 

Partnership! When the Arno-
vitz farm just west of Yellow 
Springs went up for auction 
in 2017, the Arthur Morgan 
Institute for Community So-
lutions (AMICS) was ready to 
do something — something 
big — about soil regeneration. 

In the tradition of the 
1999 Whitehall Farm auc-
tion, Community Solutions, 
Tecumseh Land Trust (TLT), 
the Village of Yellow Springs, 
and conservation activists 
in town and beyond acted 
quickly and raised the funds 
needed, in pledges, cash, 
and loans, to help Commu-
nity Solutions purchase and 
preserve 128 acres of this 

critical piece of farmland, 
which lies within the Jacoby 
Creek watershed. Preserv-
ing it had long been a goal 
of TLT, the village, and area 
conservationists. 

AMICS and a local 
couple bought 77 percent 
of the Arnovitz property 
with farming and education 
about soil health in mind. An 
adjacent landowner bought a 
five-acre lot to make sure it 
was not developed, a current 
tenant bought 13 acres to 
maintain his single residence, 
and a purchaser of 20 acres 
indicated some interest in 
doing conservation restora-
tion on the property, where he 
intended to live.

AMICS was the only 

A partnership 
for conservation

Continued on page 154

The Nature Conservancy  
to restore Jacoby Creek

A year from now, the Ja-
coby Creek corridor will look, 
and feel, completely different. 
A stream and wetland resto-
ration project being carried 
out in partnership with The 
Nature Conservancy (TNC), 
and the Tecumseh Land Trust 
will remove the dense thickets 
of invasive honeysuckle that 
now line the banks and bring 
native trees and plants back to 
heal the soil, restore life to the 
stream, and improve the sur-
rounding habitat for wildlife 
and beneficial insects. 

The TNC mitigation plan 
calls for restoring meanders 
to the creek, which has been 
straightened over the years, 
rehabilitating and re-estab-
lishing wetlands, and replant-
ing the riparian buffer areas 
with native trees and plants. 

The project will restore 
wetland and streamside 
habitat on almost 60 acres 
of Agraria. This includes 
more than 20 acres of the 
outer buffer strips along the 
stream and wetlands, which 
Agraria will be able to use for 

research and for demonstrat-
ing regenerative practices, 
such as permaculture. TNC is 
collaborating with Agraria on 
selection of native plantings 
for these areas. 

This is the first time 
TNC has collaborated with 
a landowner on a project that 
explores the intersection of 
mitigation and farming, pro-
viding a unique opportunity 
to serve as a national model 
for the TNC restoration 
projects. 

The restored area along 
with 20 acres of adjoining 
farmland will be protected 
by a permanent conservation 
easement and will be moni-
tored for invasive control for 
10 years. 

Invasive removal is 
expected to begin this year; 
remeandering and replanting 
will take place next year.

The outlined area encompasses The Nature Conservancy Jaco-
by Creek stream and wetland restoration project on Agraria.

Reforesting Agraria
A pilot project funded 

by the Dayton Foundation 
and the Vectren Founda-
tion will help restore life to 
depleted soil—and native 
trees and plants to a part of 
the farm now inhabited, and 
choked, by a dense “forest” of 
honeysuckle. Bob Moore, an 
arborist and one of the farm-
ers who is transitioning the 
land he rents from Agraria 
to organic, is leading the 
reforestation project. Assist-
ing him with the transforma-
tion is organic farmer Jason 
Ward, who also farms land on 
Agraria. 

The area targeted for refor-
estation is a roughly five-acre 
parcel that was once farmed 
but left fallow and has filled 
in with mostly amur honey-

suckle, a non-native invasive 
species that has plagued 
many a landowner in south-
western Ohio. There are few 
trees, and many are dead ash 
trees that fell victim to the 
emerald ash borer. The soil in 
this honeysuckle “forest” is 
degraded and barren. 

The reforestation project 
is an opportunity to demon-
strate how degraded soil can 
be regenerated with native 
plantings and transformed 
into a healthy, produc-
tive landscape that bridges 
the gap between the built 
environment and the natural 
landscape, between the 
residential ornamental land-
scapes that dominate most of 
suburbia and a landscape that 
is in harmony with nature.

Q   If your soil 
    could talk,  

    what do you  
 think it would tell you?

|	 9	
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of it privately owned. And it 
is increasingly under pressure 
from development, according 
to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. 

The possibility of develop-
ment loomed like the sword 
of Damocles over Agraria for 
decades. It wasn’t the loss of 
forest land that worried local 
conservationists but rather the 
loss of farmland on the west-
ern edge of Yellow Springs as 
well as the impact of develop-
ment on Jacoby Creek and the 
Little Miami watershed.  

The purchase of Agraria in 
2017 by Community Solu-
tions has removed that threat. 
And replaced it with the 
promise of regeneration, for 
the soil and the ecosystem de-
pendent on the soil, for Jacoby 
Creek — and for the trees. 

The vision for Agraria is 
that of a reforested landscape 
graced by native trees working 
in companionship and com-
munity with pasture, crops, 
and grazing animals: white 
oaks, burr oaks, sycamores, 
cottonwoods, beeches, Yello-

woods, sugar maples, willows, 
shagbark hickorys, northern 
pecans, American hazelnuts, 
chestnuts, spruces, redbuds, 
tulip trees, wild plums, 
persimmons, paw paws, red 
mulberrys, serviceberrys … 
and more. 

It’s a beautiful vision — 
and a necessary one. Charles 
Eisenstein, in his book 
Climate: A New Story, calls 
forests one of the Earth’s 
“vital organs,” necessary for 
regulating both the carbon 
and water cycles that are es-
sential to life on earth. Defor-
estation on a global scale has 
put this vital organ at risk. 

Trees are rain factories. 
They recycle moisture from 
the oceans, carrying it inland, 
on winds generated by the 
trees themselves. They absorb 
moisture and release it back 
into the atmosphere through 
transpiration, and convert 
humidity to rain. Their mois-
ture holding capability helps 
cool the climate. And they 

are also the champions when 
it comes to drawing down 
and sequestering atmospheric 
carbon. In the fight against 
climate change they’d win the 
MVP award. 

“On carbon grounds 
alone, forest conservation 
and reforestation should be 
much higher priorities than 
they are today,” says Eisen-
stein. “Through the lens of 
water,” forests are even more 
important, he says. “We have 
to start protecting forests as 
if they were sacred (they are), 
and restoring damaged forests 
as if our lives depended on it 
(they do).” 

As a Center for Regenera-
tive Practice, Agraria recog-
nizes the vital importance of 
trees to a healthy ecosystem 
and as a key strategy for 
mitigating, and even revers-
ing, climate change. The TNC 
restoration and the reforesta-
tion projects (see articles on 
page 9), along with a silvopas-
ture project being developed, 

Bringing the trees back to Agraria 
3Continued from page 8

AMY HARPER

Agraria’s partner farmers Jason Ward, left, and Bob Moore 
cleared honeysuckle and dead ash trees for a reforestation proj-
ect funded by the Vectren Foundation and Dayton Foundation. 

will allow Agraria to serve as 
a demonstration site for agro-
forestry, a regenerative practice 
that combines agriculture and 
forestry to provide another 
source of income for farmers 
and ranchers while also build-
ing soil and ecosystem health. 

The trees that grow up on 
Agraria over the next many 
decades will do their part to 
help cool, and adapt to, our 
warming planet. And they’ll 
do much more. They will 
help restore soil and water 
health on Agraria and create 
new habitat for wildlife and 
beneficial insects. They’ll 
provide shade in the summer 
and protection from the cold 
winter wind. They’ll produce 
food and medicine. They will 
invite us to walk among them, 
to listen to the wind whisper-
ing through their leaves, to sit 
in silence beneath their green 
canopy. And they will feed the 
spirit and the soul with their 
beauty and bounty. 

Trees live in slow time. 
It’ll take years for this sylvan 
vision to fully manifest, just 
as it took time for those three 
celtis occidentalis to weave 
their trunks together into one 
majestic tree. I stand in awe 
before this magnificent being 
— and I feel the power of 
connection. Three hackberrys, 
coming together, holding each 
other close, joining as one 
in support of the whole. The 
trees and plants, the natural 
world in all its diversity and 
all its interconnectedness, has 
much to teach us about how 
to live in community. And 
how we might partner to heal 
the earth. 

Amy Harper is assistant director 
of Community Solutions.

A partnership with The Nature 
Conservany will restore 
native trees and plants to the 
Jacoby Creek corridor and 
surrounding wetlands. 
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that build carbon in soil add 
structure and biological 
health. They increase fertil-
ity and the nutrient density 
of food. And they create a 
sponge that holds water and 
cools the air above ground. 

Rebuilding healthy soils is 
a leverage point for change in 
food systems, water systems, 
climate systems, and human 
and planetary health.

Path back to the future
Before Europeans came to 

the Americas, the indigenous 
peoples farmed the land 
sustainably for thousands of 
years, building rich topsoil in 
the process. In southwestern 
Ohio, corn, beans, sunflowers 
and squash were among the 
crops planted in polycultural 
plots.

The first deed for the land 
that Agraria now encom-
passes was signed in 1811 
by James Monroe and James 
Madison. Sixty years later, 
the county agricultural census 
shows that the farm and 
neighboring acreage had both 
‘improved’ and woodland 
acres that housed horses, 
cows, sheep, and swine and 
produced wheat, rye, Indian 
corn, barley, potatoes, hay, 
cloverseed, flax and flax seed. 
Other outputs included 
honey, milk and butter.  

When we bought Agraria, 
the land had been farmed in a 
corn/soy rotation for decades. 
Over half of Ohio’s 14 million 
acres of farmland are planted 
with corn and soy, which 
are primarily turned into 
livestock feed or biofuels, or 
exported. Though agriculture 
is Ohio’s number one indus-

try, only 8 percent of the food 
consumed in our region is 
grown locally. 

In early tests, we found 
that our soil was compacted, 
and that organic matter 
averaged around 2.5 percent. 
There were very few signs of 
life—no nematodes and few 
worms, for example. Bacterial 
levels were extremely high, 
while beneficial fungi levels 
were extremely low.  

Our goals for Agraria are 
to explore a transition to a 
polydiverse landscape that 
builds soil, creates diverse 
outputs, and provides habitat 
for birds and insects. We 
hope to model regenera-
tive, soil-building practices 
including no-till organic, 
cover cropping, pollinator 
plantings, rotational grazing, 
forest farming, agroforestry, 
composting and other soil 
amendments, and permacul-
ture plantings.

Our fields will be encased 

The path back to the future
3Continued from page 3

by a re-meandered Jacoby 
Creek and a rejuvenated 
riparian zone. The Nature 
Conservancy will begin this 
work this summer. Sixty acres, 
including several new wetland 
areas, will be under conserva-
tion with TNC, and a further 
twenty with Tecumseh Land 
Trust

Both the farming and 
riparian demonstration sites 

are being used as educational 
and research opportunities for 
local schools and universities. 
Soil and water health, the 
use of mycorrhizal inoculants 
to spur growth, biochar and 
compost, and invasive removal 
are being explored, along with 
surveys of bird, insect, and 
macroinvertebrate popula-
tions. 

We are also supporting 
the local food system through 
rentals to organic farmers and 
educational opportunities for 
farmers and gardeners, and 
by engaging in foodshed re-
search with local and regional 
partners.

The projects proliferating 
on Agraria, and detailed in 
this journal, are made possible 
by the deep collaborations 
we have formed with local, 
regional, and national part-
ners. We hope that reading 
about them will inspire you 
to join us in the movement 
back to a healthier planet for 
our children and our fellow 
inhabitants. 

Susan Jennings is executive 
director of Community 
Solutions. 

AMY HARPER

Jacoby Creek in winter. Agraria is a stopover point or home to 
more than 100 species of birds.
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The promise of Agraria as a regional center for 
restorative agriculture is genuinely remarkable.  A 
community-conceived and sustained model like 
this is a unique resource, turning all area residents 
into benefactors. A modern day embodiment of 
Morgan’s passion for community—how fortunate 
we are to have such a place as part of the Miami 
Valley!

       —�Dr. Marcus Nagle,  assistant professor of 
horticulture, agricultural research and 
development program, Central State University

   Voices of
    Agraria    
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Cover crops help suppress 
weeds, conserve soil, protect 
water quality and control 
pests and diseases.

Managed intensive rotational 
grazing is a system in 
which herds and/or flocks 
are regularly and systemati-
cally moved to fresh rested 
areas. Studies show that 
intensively managed herds 
build soils. 

Mycorrhizal fungi connect 
with plant roots through 
thread-like fungal tubes 
called hyphae, creating a 
mutually beneficial, symbi-
otic relationship between 
fungi and plant. The plants 
provide carbon-rich sugar 
produced through photo-
synthesis to the fungi, and 
fungi, in turn, transfer nu-
trients from the soil to the 
plants. The hyphae weave 
their way through the soil, 
creating a vast underground 
fungal network that con-
nects plants with each other 
and builds a moisture hold-
ing soil sponge.  

Permaculture is an approach 
to designing landscapes 
and perennial agricultural 
systems that mimic the 
diversity, stability, and resil-
ience of natural ecosystems, 
regenerating soil health and 

AMY HARPER

A hummingbird moth dines on bergamot, one of the native pol-
linator plants in Agraria’s garden.  

Agroecosystems are ecologi-
cal systems managed and 
largely shaped by humans to 
produce food, feed, or fiber. 

Agroforestry is a land use 
system that intentionally 
integrates trees and shrubs 
into crop and animal farm-
ing systems. There are five 
recognized agroforestry 
practices:

Silvopasture combines trees 
with livestock and their for-
ages on one piece of land.

Alley cropping involves 
planting crops between rows 
of trees to provide income 
while the trees mature. 

Forest farming, also called 
multistory cropping, involves 
crops that are grown under a 
managed forest canopy. 

Windbreaks shelter crops, 
animals, buildings, and soil 
from wind, snow, dust, and 
odors. They can also sup-
port wildlife and provide 

The terms of regeneration

another source of income. 

Riparian forest buffers are 
natural or re-established 
areas along rivers and 
streams made up of trees, 
shrubs, and grasses. They 
can help filter runoff, stabi-
lize banks, support wildlife, 
and provide another source 
of income. 

Biochar is a charcoal-like soil 
amendment that is made 
by burning agricultural 
and forestry wastes  in a 
controlled process called 
pyrolysis.

Carbon sequestration is the 
process of capturing and 
storing carbon dioxide from 
the atmosphere. Carbon 
farming uses plants to trap 
the CO2 and store it in the 
soil through practices such 
as cover cropping, no-till, 
and incorporating organic 
matter in the soil. It is seen 
as one of the best tools for 
mitigating climate change.

biodiversity while providing 
for food, energy, shelter, and 
other human needs.

Regenerative agriculture is 
a system of practices that 
restores and enriches soil 
health, improves water 
quality, and builds healthy 
ecosystems above and 
below the ground. They 
increase biodiversity and 
pollinator habitat and resil-
ience to drought and pests. 
They improve productivity 
and produce nutrient rich 
food. They also capture and 
store atmospheric carbon in 
the soil. 

Relocalization is a strategy 
to build resilient societies 
through local production 
of food, energy and goods, 
and the local development 
of currency, governance and 
culture. 

The soil food web is made up 
of organisms that spend all 
or part of their life in the 
soi, such as bacteria, fungi, 
nematodes, earthworms, and 
small vertebrates. They break 
down organic matter, seques-
ter nutrients, fix atmospheric 
nitrogen, making it available 
to plants, enhance soil aggre-
gation and porosity, prey on 
crop pests and are food for 
above-ground animals. 

14

Agraria is what I was waiting to believe in.  Agraria 
was a cooperative effort to save a local watershed 
and envision something truly regenerative and 
resilient. Through restoration, education, and 
community, Agraria creates abundance. I am so 
grateful to have been part of it. 

—Rose Hardesty,  Antioch Miller Fellow, 2014–18

   Voices of
    Agraria    
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Agraria: model for a just ecomomy
3Continued from page 4

create a different way of 
“doing economy” — a way in 
which a solid, local commu-
nity is built that is rooted in 
pride of geographic place, that 
embraces human diversity, 
practices inclusion and de-
mocracy, and grounds itself in 
a fundamental respect for and 
cooperation with nature.

It is a beginning, an 
exploration, in the neces-
sary transformation through 
which all of humankind must 
evolve if we are to make 

peace with the planet, and 
with each other and, ulti-
mately, survive as a species on 
this planet.

Does this mean there won’t 
be conflicts? No. Does this 
mean there won’t be setbacks? 
No. Does this mean there 
won’t be disappointments? 
No. Does this mean that all 
will go easily? No.

What it does mean is that 
we have a rare opportunity 
to face the multiple chal-
lenges ahead with intel-
ligence, grace, inclusivity, 
compassion, understanding 

buyer that committed to 
putting a permanent con-
servation easement on part 
of its property — 80 acres 
of key riparian corridor and 
adjacent prime farmland. Its 
partnership with The Nature 
Conservancy on a stream and 
wetland mitigation project 
will help defray the cost of 
purchasing Agraria. 

TLT saw the opportunity 
to build the outpouring of 
interest in preserving Agraria 
into a bigger conservation 
effort — to improve soil and 
water quality in the Jacoby 
and its twin sub watersheds of 

the Little Miami and Yellow 
Springs Creek. The land trust 
pursued and won a federal 
“Regional Conservation Part-
nership Program” award, that 
will aid AMICS’ efforts and 
promote similar efforts among 
its neighbors. State, federal, 
and local partners in the  
$3.2-million Jacoby Partner-
ship have committed expertise 
and funds for stream and hab-
itat restoration, soil improve-
ment, best practices for water 
quality, and diversification of 
farming practices, including 
conversion to organic.

Landowners and farm-
ers in the 26,000-acre Jacoby 
Partnership area are eligible 

for consultation on best 
practices, as well as funding 
to implement these practices 
and to protect their land with 
permanent conservation 
easements. TLT, AMICS, 
and other partners are offer-
ing a series of workshops on 
soils, best conservation and 
organic practices, and site 
visits throughout the five-year 
project. With its commitment 
to education and regenerative 
practices, Agraria is an ideal 
demonstration site for the 
entire Partnership!

Krista Magaw is executive 
director of the Tecumseh Land 
Trust.

3Continued from page 9

TLT, Agraria conservation partners

May 19 | 4–6 p.m.
Nature Connect Open 
House & Potluck

May 25 | 1–5 p.m.
Wild Edibles Workshop 
with Janet Lasley, Presi-
dent, Dayton Area Wild 
Ones

June 2 | 1–3 p.m.
Key Line Training with 
Lisa Helm of Dayton 
Urban Grown

June 4 & 5 
Teacher Training: Soils 
for Life, sponsored by the 
Ohio EPA

July 14 | 2–4 p.m.
Annual meeting. with 
presentations, tours, and 
workshops

July 22-26 | 9 a.m.–1 p.m.
Nature Connect Preschool 
Creek Camp, 3–5 years old

August 5–9 | 9 a.m.–2 p.m.
Nature Connect Farm & 
Stream Camp, 6-12 years 
old

August 10 | 6–9 p.m.
Agraria Celebration 
Dinner

September 15 | 9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Hoophouse training with 
Lisa Helm of Dayton 
Urban Grown

October 5, 10 a.m. | 4 p.m.
Miami Valley Fibershed Day

November 1–3
Annual conference, 
Pathways to Regenera-
tion: Soil, Food, and Plant 
Medicine

For more information,  
call 937.767.2161 or visit 
www.communitysolution.
org/calendar-1
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Community Solutions has been a tremendously supportive Miller co-op 
partner, providing scaffolding, growth and real leadership opportunities for 
co-op students, several of whom continue on part time throughout their time 
at Antioch. We are grateful for our partnership and look forward to future 
collaboration. 

                       —�Beth Bridgeman, assistant professor of  
cooperative education, Antioch College

   Voices of
    Agraria    

Calendar of 
 E vents… and do I dare say, Love. 

We have the chance to create 
and model a different way of 
being with each other and 
with the planet, and in a way 
that is far richer and more 
satisfying than the cubby-
holed, demoralized, unjust, 
destructive, bottom-line, 
globalized system we find 
ourselves in today.

What does Agraria mean 
to you? Let’s talk about it.

Nancy Lee Wood is a board 
member of Community 
Solutions.
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Bob Moore
Excerpted from an article in the 
Yellow Springs News. 

A gulp of barn swallows dove 
in between rows of buckwheat 
and bloody butcher corn on 
a 90-degree afternoon last 
summer at Agraria. On an 
adjacent field, a heat mirage 
shimmered as young soybeans 
poked up through the dry soil.

To local horticulturalist and 
aspiring farmer Bob Moore, 
Agraria is a place of both op-
portunity and uncertainty.

On 38 acres of rolling 
farmland he leases from 
Community Solutions, Moore 
experimented with varieties of 
grain that could transform the 
local food economy — if they 
can thrive. 

Gesturing toward the 
surrounding fields of conven-
tionally-grown corn and soy, 
Moore observed the reality of 
agriculture today and posed 
the question he hopes to 
answer at Agraria.

“We don’t eat what’s 
grown here. All of the grain 
on all of this farmland is ship-
ping away from us,” he said. 
“But is there a way we could 
value-add grain and then get 
the local farmers to grow that 
grain?” Moore asked.

Toward that end, Moore 
experimented with grains like 
emmer, a wheat that dates 
from Ancient Rome, along 
with hull-less oats, upland 
rice and red corn. 

“I’m prototyping,” he said. 
Moore was one of five 

farmers who leased land at 
Agraria in 2018.

The way Community Solu-
tions’ Executive Director Su-

san Jennings sees it, Agraria 
has opened up collaboration 
opportunities in the areas of 
agriculture, education and 
research. But instead of com-
peting with existing practitio-
ners, Community Solutions 
wants to support them.

“The most important thing 
we can do is to support those 
who are already doing it — the 
farmers, the researchers, the 
educators,” Jennings said. “We 
don’t need to re-create what 
people are already doing.”

Wiping sweat from his 
brow while weeding last year, 
Moore reflected on a season 
that had so far proved to be 
a hard lesson in farming’s 
realities. 

“There’s a lot of idealism 
that gets stripped away in this 
heat,” he said. “The barriers 
are incredible.” 

For example, the land, 
which for decades was in a 
typical corn and soy rotation, 
was “worked pretty hard,” in 
Moore’s words — the soil was 
heavily depleted. He had to 
bring two semi-truck loads 
of compost for a small trial of 
grains and vegetables.

Moore expressed his grati-
tude to Community Solutions 

for the opportunity to try out 
new possibilities as he angles 
to find his niche in the local 
food economy. After growing 
up on a family farm on Clif-
ton Road, Moore went on to 
get his degree in horticulture 
at Ohio State before going 
into the nursery and land-
scaping professions. 

Though hesitant to call 
himself a famer, he hopes to 
someday be one. Despite its 
challenges, Moore finds farm-
ing rewarding. It’s an act of 
creation. 

“It’s building something 
out of nothing,” he said.

— Megan Bachman

People of Agraria: Who we are

Picture an eight-year-old 
boy with a dream of one day 
owning a fully functioning 
400-acre farm, a combine 
bigger than his house, animals 
to tend to, and a loving family 
to provide for. It’s every farm 
kid’s dream. And Jason Ward 
has made it a reality. 

A life-time resident of 
Clark County, Jason was a 
member of 4-H and the FFA 

chapter of Tecumseh High 
School and won multiple 
national and international 
awards for showing steers, 
heifers and bulls. He also par-
ticipated in scouting, ending 
his high school career as an 
Eagle Scout.

In addition to 4-H, scout-
ing, and FFA activities, Jason 
worked as a farmhand for the 
late Bob Rhodus. He learned 
everything from agronomy and 
animal husbandry to weld-
ing and equipment repair and 
helped Bob and his wife bale 
hay and grow corn, soybeans 
and wheat. 

After earning an honors 
degree in environmental sci-
ence and agronomy from Ohio 
State University, Jason devoted 
his time and energy to not 
only his personal construction 
business and trucking com-
pany but to the Clark County 
4-H and FFA programs. He 
took over Valley Livestock 
4-H Club and served as the 
president of the Clark County 
Dairy Committee. 

Jason’s experience as a 
farmhand on his mentor’s 
farm, taught him how to take 
the reins and farm his own 
land, starting with an eight-
acre farm and a borrowed, 
overhauled 1962 Ford tractor. 
After the first year of farm-
ing, Jason’s farm had more 
than doubled in size and by 
2017 he was farming around 
40 acres. That’s when his wife, 
Stephanie, was diagnosed 
with Celiac Disease. 

As the family learned 
more about the disease and 
the possible cause of many 
diseases, Jason decided it was 
time to make a change and 

STEPHANIE LYNN PHOTOGRAPHY

Stephanie, Jaxson and Jason 
Ward. 

AMY HARPER

Continued on next page4

Jason Ward
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Helping dig a trench for an electrical line to Agraria’s 100-year 
old bank barn last year were, clockwise from left, Gabby Loomis-
Amrhein, Jude Rose, Thomas Amrhein, and Julia Navaro. 

People of Agraria
farm ground the way it used 
to be, and should be, farmed: 
organically. In just two years 
his acreage has gone from 40 
to almost 400 acres. He farms 
23 acres on Agraria, and is 
growing soy, sassafras, and 
cover crops this year. He is 
interested in intensively man-
aged grazing, and is hoping 
to introduce that regenera-
tive practice on Agraria with 
a small herd of mixed farm 
animals.  

For his family’s safety 
and many around the world, 
Jason’s vision is bigger than 
400 acres. The eight-year-old 
boy’s dream has become not 
only a reality but also a mis-
sion for the future. A mission 
to give back to the land. It is 
time, believes Jason, to bring 
the soil back to its fullest 
potential and produce organic 
crops to ensure the best future 
for people and the planet.

— Stephanie Ward

3Continued from page 16

|	 17	

I have enjoyed learning and connecting this past year with not only all the 
many farmers who have willingly shared their ideas and their time and energy 
with me, but also with the Agraria staff who have helped me to personally 
develop through the same selfless connection and excitement. I started 
out with one project of growing heritage grains last winter, which didn’t go 
according to that simple plan. What happened, though, was a process of 
beginning to look at managing biological systems, working with people with 
different viewpoints and management styles to develop a larger perspective. 
That perspective seems to be key to understanding this intersection of 
agriculture, conservation, and community.

—Bob Moore, farmer on Agraria

[T]he opportunities provided by AMICS are not only at the essential front edge 
of urban ag issues, but are critical pieces in the puzzle that regional urban 
food efforts present to us at this juncture of the local food movement. 

—Sherry Chen, Executive Director,  
Springfield Ohio Urban Plantfolk (S.O.U.P.)

   Voices of
    Agraria    

mailto:info@communitysolution.org
https://www.communitysolution.org/
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Friends of Agraria
Lisa Abel
Akshay Ahuja
Will Alexander
Catherine Anderson
Antioch College
Paul Antze
Brian Appleberry
Jane Baker 
Bob Baldwin 
Peter Bane
David Barker
Fred & Joy Bartenstein
Mario Basora  

& Alice Young-Basora
Carol Beale
Paul Beck
Patricia Beetle 
David & Sally Anne 

Benson
Ruth & Tony Bent 
Lara Bentley
Malka Berro
Dan and Kathy Beverly
Richard Biddle
George Bieri  

& Abigail Cobb
Leslie Block
David and Danielle Bonta 
Nick Boutis
David and Ann Brandt
Bob Brecha & Katharina 

Seidl
Beth Bridgeman  

& Edwin Amrhein
Harm Ten Broeke
David Brown
Isabel Brumley
Mary Beth Burkholder
Linda Butler  

& Dr. Steve Nissen 
Julia Cady
Bill Cahalan 
Calypso Grill  

& Smokehouse
S. Cameron
Kim Carlson
Andrea Carr
Central State University
Sherry Chen
Children’s Montessori  

Collaborative
Carl Champney
Peg Champney
Kat & Doug Christen
Robert & Suzannah 

Ciernia
Jim & Brian Clem
Tom Clevenger
Clint’s Printing
Mark Cohen
Pam Conine
Howard Cort Estate
Gordon Cowperthwaite
Jeannamarie Cox
Cresco Labs Ohio

Carolyn Ray
Sheryl Cunningham
Laura Curliss
Current Cuisine
Rebecca Dale 
Patti Dallas
Stefani Danes 
Maureen Dawn
Dayton Foundation
Isaac DeLamatre
Al & Donna Denman 
Kenneth Deveney
Celia Diamond 
David & Caryn Diamond 
Elin Diamond
Mary Jane Dodson
Dennie Eagleson
Nick & Becca Eastman
Roy & Heidi Eastman 
Leslie Edmunds,  

Clem & Thyme 
Katie Egart 
Helen Eier 
Emporium Wines  

and Underdog Café
Claryce Evans
Larry & Sonia Ewald
Larry and Barbara Field
Samuel Filkins
Tanner Filyaw, Rural 

Action
Caelan Ford
Emily Foubert
Carl & Ginny Freeman
Henry Freeman
Veronica Frost
Glenn Gall
Eugene Gallardo-

Hamond
Solomon Gamboa,  

Indigenous Landscapes
Karen Gardner
Jerry & Carol Gasho
MJ Gentile
John & Barbara Geri 
Larry Gerthoffer
John Gibson
Glen Helen Nature 

Preserve
Bethany and Jordan Gray
Greater Dayton 

Conservation Fund
Saul and Dionne 

Greenberg
Greene County Soil and 

Water Conservation 
District

Greene County Parks and 
Trails

Leslie Grossberg  
& Judy Kingsbury

Susan Gruel 
Jeanna Gunderkline
Alana Guth
H.T. Mead Foundation

Audrey Hackett
Joanna Hardesty
Rose Hardesty
Mike Harding, Servlet 
Amy Harper
Eric Hausker
Mark & Robin Heise
Vickie Hennessy 
Virgil Hervey
Lance Hetzler
Kathryn Hitchcock
Don Hollister
Robert Hollister  

& Catherine Donaher 
Marc Holser
Andy & Beth Holyoke
Tim Honchel
Morgan Hood
Ellen & Rod Hoover
Joan Horn
Howard Horstman  

& Laura Marshall
Brian Housh
Kenneth Huber
Jon Hudson & Debbie 

Henderson
Margaret Hummon
Bob & Tia Huston
Dr. Carl Hyde
IBI Group
JJJ Auto
Wes & Joan Jackson 
Ellis Jacobs & Desiree 

Nickell 
Susan Jennings
Eric Johnson & Patricia 

Hart 
Priscilla Janney-Pace 

Estate
Joyce & Gilbert Johnson
David Jones
Eric Juergin
Bob & Beverly Jurick
Holly Keil
Virginia W. Kettering 

Foundation
George Kilmer
Philip King
Sandy King
Jimmy Kingsolver
Bob Klahn
Mandy Knaul  

& Theresa Nolan
Anna Kofron
Leonard Kramer  

& Toni Dosik
Shirley Kristensen 
Lori Kuhn
Kim Landsbergen
Eric Lang
Richard Lapedes  

& Maureen Lynch
Toni Laricchiuta  

& Dave Stratton
Ronald Lawler

Richard Lawrence
Matthew Lawson
Nan & Ron Leeseberg
Nathaniel & Evelyn Lepp
Kathryn Levesconte
Scott Lindberg
Nancy Lineburgh  

& George Coder
Jim Linne, Linne Farm
Gabby & Selena  

Loomis-Amrhein
Ward Lutz
Charles Lynd
Marianne MacQueen
Krista Magaw  

& Andy Carlson 
Carl Maida
Tom Manley  

& Susanne Hashim 
Ju Mao
Tom Martish
Caryn Maxim
Robert McDowell
Dr. Geeta & Mr. Robert 

McGahey
Michael McVey  

& Caroline Stevens 
Howard Mead
Elizabeth Mersky
Carlton Meschievitz  

& Romie Bornschier 
Kenneth Meyer
Pam Miller
Shawndra Miller 
Susan & Phil Miller
Sylvia Miller
Matt Minde
Scott Montgomery
Bob Moore
Charles & Pauline Moore
Tim & Suzanne Morand
Jenifer Morgan
John Morgan
Lee & Vicki Morgan
Matt Morgan
Peggy Morgan
Carl Moser
Jim Mulherin
Marcus Nagle
Natural Resources  

Conservation Service
Julia Navaro
Rick Navaro
Bill Nelson
Peggy Nestor
India Nunn
Lisa Odafe
Ohio Ecological Food  

and Farm Association
Ohio EPA Educational 

Fund
Ohio State University
Judith Dehn Oplinger
Harvey Paige

Jerry Papania  
& Moira Laughlin

Namita Patel
Caroline Parry
Daniel Pelzl
Sage Pence
Jim Polk
Elizabeth Porter
Richard Posey 
Nancy Putnam 
Branson Pyles
Thomas & Susan Quinn
Rails to Trails 

Conservancy
Raven Rocks Community
Carolyn Ray
Tika Redding
Kathy Reed
Stephen Reiches
Perk & Karen Reichley,  

Reichley Insurance
Robert & Cindi Remm
Aaron Reporter-Harshaw
Macy & Roger Reynolds 
Camille Ricchio 
Rev. Richard  

& Mrs. Wilma Righter
Harriet Edith Roberts
Alice Robrish
Martha Rogers
Catherine Roma  

& Dorothy Smith
Scott Romstadt,  

Romstadt Electric
Kirk & Christina Rowe
Paul & Gayle Sampson
Nancy Saunders
Schade Family 

Foundation
Laird Schaub
Eileen & Jim Schenk
Al Schlueter
Nancy Schulson 
John Schuster 
Alex Scott
Amatul Shafeek
Karen Shell
Rich & Mary Sidwell
Marilyn Smith
Soil Carbon Coalition
Springfield City Schools
Julien Stainbeck
Pat Stempfly 
Perry Stewart
Susan Stiles
Jonathan Stilwell
Anne Stolar
Carolyn & Gregory 

Stover
Sunrise Cafe

18	 |



A G R A R I A  J O U R N A L   |   S u m m e r  2 0 19

CommuNity Solutions launched a $2 million capital campaign in 
August 2018 to raise funds for Agraria. Funds raised through the Putting Down 
Roots campaign will be used to upgrade our 100-year old bank barn, install a bike 
and walking path from Yellow Springs High School to Agraria, construct a Cen-
ter for Education, and support the Annual Fund for general operating expenses.  
For more information, visit https://www.communitysolution.org/agraria. Agraria 
also offers these sponsorship opportunities:

Friends of Agraria
Jason Swiatkowski
Hope Taft
The Nature Conservancy
Tecumseh Land Trust
Thaddeus Tarpey
Charles Taylor
Lynda & Brad Terry
Barry Thacker
Douglas Throp
Clark D. Tibbits 
William Tolle
Tom’s Market
Jonathan & Carole 

Towers
Rachel Trumbull
United Plant Savers

University of Dayton
Kayla & Raheem Uqdah
U.S.Bank
Vale, Inc.
Village of Yellow Springs
Elizabeth Walker,  

Ecovillage at Ithaca
Kat Walter
Jason Ward
Glenn Watts
Barbara Waxman
Carroll Webber
Richard Webster
Tony Wells Foundation
Dave & Helen Westneat

Mark Westneat  
& Melanie Hale

Fiona Tito Wheatland
Marianne Whelchel
K.B. Whiteside  

& B.L. Zalph
Linda Wigington
Elizabeth Wiley
Bonnie Wilkinson
Harvey & Ellen 

Wineberg
Cynthia Wineburgh 
Claire Winold
Noah Winold
Ted and Trudy Winsberg
Karen Wintrow

James & Jeannie Witherell
Wittenberg University
Nancy Lee Wood
Beth Workman
Harold & Jonatha Wright
Rose Wright
Wright State University
Thomas Wulling
Xenia Community  

Schools
Xylem
Yavanna Foundation
Yellow Springs Brewery
Yellow Springs Chamber  

of Commerce
Yellow Springs  

Credit Union

Yellow Springs Community 
Foundation

Yellow Springs Dharma 
Center

Springs Friends Meeting
Yellow Springs  

Home, Inc.
Yellow Springs Library
Yellow Springs News
Yellow Springs Schools
Yellow Springs Senior 

Center
Gary Zaremsky
Marty Zinn
Richard Zopf
Karen Zukowitz  

& Dave Huber
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Garden Guardian 
Have a garden, plot, tree, or 
special plant friend named 
after you or someone else! 
This opportunity helps the 
landscape of Agraria be a 
more nurturing and com-
fortable home and place of 
rest for native plants, herbal 
medicine providers, pollina-
tors, birds, and more through 
small-scale, sustainable farm 
and garden practices. Support 
will be allocated for plantings 
and tending to their health 
and well-being.
Support Levels 

• $20–$1,000

Tool Shed Trustee 
Investing in good tools is the 
best way to get a job done 
well. At Agraria we have 
much work to do, including 

invasive species removal, en-
couraging and replanting na-
tive species, maintaining his-
toric and new infrastructure, 
and education initiatives and 
research, all while tending the 
land with care and dignity. 
For all of this we need a lot 
of tools, from hammers, saws, 
gloves, and trowels, to trac-
tors and trucks. Support will 
be allocated for the purchase 
and sound maintenance of 
much needed farm tools and 
equipment. 
Support Levels  

• $20–$50,000

Barn Builder
For more than 100 years, a 
7,000 sq. ft. bank barn has 
stood on the grounds of 
what is now Agraria. It needs 
restorative care to continue 

holding space for our chang-
ing relationship with the land 
and each other. Support will 
be allocated for materials and 
labor for barn restoration.
Support Levels  

• $50–$500,000

Forest Familiar
We are proud to tend the 
home of native species such as 
the Yellow-billed Cuckoo, the 
Little Brown Bat, the Putty 
Root Orchid, nesting Blue-
birds, and Bottle-brush Grass. 
In order to continue listening 
well to the needs of our inter-
species neighbors, we need to 
mindfully manage the things 
that threaten them. Support 
will be allocated for research, 
observation, and management 
of native species at Agraria.
Support Levels  

• $20–$25,000

 Help 
Agraria 

grow! 
Lend a hand on 

volunteer workdays, 
every Friday, 1–5 p.m. 

For more  
information, call  

Gabby Loomis-Amhrein, 
937.767.2161, or email 

gabbyloomisamrhein@
gmail.com.

https://www.communitysolution.org/agraria.
https://gmail.com/


A G R A R I A  J O U R N A L   |   S u m m e r  2 0 19

Voices of Agraria

Dennie Eagleson, 
a local photographer 

and homesteader, has 
been creating a quarterly 

documentation of the land 
at Agraria, beginning in April 
of 2017. Her documentation 

includes making pictures 
of the farm fields, streams, 

woods, and pathways 
of the farm. In addition, 
she has been taking soil 
samples from each field 
that include a selected 

part of vegetation (crop 
sample, native plant), and is 
photographing them against 

a white background  
under studio lights.

The earliest samples were 
hard-packed clumps of clay 

with no evidence of living 
organisms. The archive 
over time demonstrates 

the way the soil is coming 
alive as a result of organic 
and regenerative practices. 
The intention is that these 

images will be mounted 
in the barn in an ever-

expanding grid documenting 
the evolution of the land 

and health of the soil.
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