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From the Interim Principal’s Desk - Mrs. Rita Bergsma
In the heart and minds of many who have experienced Community Christian School first hand, it is a school like no other.
Within the classrooms and in the halls, there is a passion for teaching and growing children in the love of the Lord. There
is the desire to present students with the knowledge that this world and all in it belongs to God and that He has a role for
each child in His ongoing plan, a desire for them to use their unique gifts to honour Him, both now and in the future.
It is important that as a school, and part of a broader educational realm, we have a clear sense of where we have been and
where God is leading us. The pendulum swing of educational practices is broad. Determining who we are and clearly communicating our identity is very important in the current climate.
Over the course of the last few months, the Academic Visioning Committee has been working diligently to formulate a
plan that seeks to drive our school and allow leadership to work in a unified way. The outcomes of this committee will direct decisions that are defined by this common goal. In a time when educational opinion can vary, this plan will ground us
in effective practices and Biblical truth allowing all of us to work together to continue to provide strong Christ-centered
education. It will allow us to clearly identify and communicate who we are, what we do and why we do things the way we
do. The committee has been focusing on three aspects that are important in any Christian School Association: academic
excellence, Christian character, and community relationship. It is the committee’s mandate to clarify what is meant by
each of these broad themes and to meld these with the uniqueness of our school historically, presently, and in the future.
At the heart of the committee work is the understanding that each child is a uniquely created individual who has been
blessed with gifts to grow and use. At the heart of it is the knowledge that God is at the center of all that is taught at CCS.
At the heart is the desire to honour God as a school and community of supporters. Please pray for our Academic Visioning
Committee. Its work and recommendations are vital as they seek to formulate a vision that will direct the leadership of
the school in the years to come.
Rita Bergsma
Interim Principal

Kiwanis Music Festival
April 4, our grade 6,7,8 band participated in the Kiwanis Music
Festival. After months of practicing, our band was awarded a
Silver medal in the Community
Bands Division. Many thanks to
CCS Music Teacher Carol Ann
Stewart for her wonderful leadership. The band performed
again at Grandfriends’ Day on
April 22 to the delight of our visitors.
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The Board of Trustees - Mr. Jack deKleer
Chairman’s Report
I recently read an article by Ray Hendriks from the Ontario Alliance of Christian Schools (OACS) about building
a strong community in a thriving Christian school. He
felt we are all required to go beyond our personal needs
and sacrifice for those around us. Some of his examples
included supporting students with special learning
needs, offering “family” tuition rates as well as tuition
assistance to families who struggle financially, and having a large membership base beyond just parents which
can help support the school financially and prayerfully.
The article reminded me how blessed Community Christian School has been. Our teachers and staff have been a
good example to us all by going above and beyond in
every area, while always giving our students a solid
Christ-centred education. CCS parents continue to work
together as a team to fundraise for the school, help each
other out with child-care, car-pooling, meals for sick
families, and prayer.
I know in my case, it can be easy to forget how incredibly
supportive the CCS community was, once our children
moved on to high school. Families seem to be busier
every year with more demands on their time and finances. I pray that God will help all of us to be intentional
about how we use our time, money and even our prayer
lives to help build up this school, whose mission is so important:
Community Christian School partners with families to
teach students the Biblical principles essential to walk
with God and provide them with the academic tools with
which to become faithful stewards.
To those of you who have supported CCS for many,
many years, in some cases decades, I thank you for being a Christ-like example to us and God bless you.

After last spring’s Membership meeting, and in consultation with Ray Hendricks from OACS, we determined
that we should continue to keep our Leadership Team
in place for two years. Next year, Rita Bergsma will continue to act as Interim Principal, Kathryn Vedder as
Office Administrator, Deb Hart as Teacher-in-Charge
(in Rita’s absence), Mary Ruth Downs as Learning Leader and Marie Cooper as Admissions and Communications Coordinator. The Board felt it was beneficial to set
up a Visionary Committee with a mandate to look at
our school’s strengths as well as areas we need to improve upon, before hiring a Principal.
On behalf of the Board of Trustees I invite you to attend
our Spring Membership Meeting on Monday, May 15, at
7:30 pm in our school gym. It will be a time of praise and
thankfulness to God for the many blessings of this past
year.
Jack deKleer
Chairman, CCS Board of Trustees

CCS Board Vacancies
The CCS Board of Trustees is looking for
nominees to fill two vacancies on the Board,
effective June 1, 2017. We encourage all parents and members of our school community
to consider whether you know an individual
who may capably serve as a Board member.
Please direct names of nominees, and all inquiries to Lisa Ypma, Board Secretary
board@communitychristianschool.ca
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Kindergarten’s Party for Grandma’s and Grandpa’s
In April, the Kindergarten class visited the seniors of the Christian Seniors’ Co-op apartment building in Nepean, and gave a
party that we called “An Easter Celebration”. Our school
theme this year has challenged students to step out of the
boat and walk on water. Each class was challenged to select a
group of people to whom we could show God’s love. From the
first, Kindergarten was firm about what they would do. They
wanted to give “a party for grandmas and grandpas”.
Since we were close to Easter, we wanted to tell others about
what Jesus did at Easter. We chose to make the party an Easter celebration. What better way to share God’s love with others! The Kindergarten students brainstormed lots of ideas for
food, games, activities and gifts. We used art classes to make
cards for the party and Miss Bray made snacks with the students during cooking class. We also learned the story of Easter
and how to use the symbols in our Egg-cellent Easter Egg
Hunt to tell that story to others.
On the big day, we arrived in time to join the seniors at their
10:00 a.m. Coffee Time. The party started with the Egg-cellent
Easter Egg Hunt. The Kindergarten students hid the 12 eggs
while the seniors covered their eyes. After all twelve eggs had
been found by our new friends, the Kindergarten students told
the gathering what each egg’s symbol represented and how it
fit into the Easter story. The Kindergarten students shared
their special snacks. It was delightful to watch young and old
chat over their refreshments. We began to call our new
friends, “grand-friends”. Following snack time, the students
and their grand-friends dyed Easter eggs, coloured Easter pictures, built puzzles, and played math games from our Kindergarten classroom. We concluded the party with an Easter egg
hunt for both Kindergarten students and grand-friends. After
we thanked our new friends for letting us come, they thanked
us and surprised us with a chocolate bunny and a toy bunny for
each child. We hated to leave and the seniors hated to say
goodbye.

It was only a day later that I received this email:

Hi Mrs. Downs:
I just wanted to thank you for the excellent job you did
with the children. The residents were all really impressed
with your story and the good behavior of the children. I
know a lot of thought went into your visit and I want
you to know how grateful we all are. You and the children are invited back another time when the weather is
nice so the children can run around outside under the
trees. Please let me know when you think you would like
to come.
Sincerely,

Elaine Burt, Viewmount Management
Together, we both agreed that another visit would
be a welcomed idea.
Mrs. Mary Ruth Downs
Kindergarten teacher
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Grades 3 & 4 Candy Service Project

Building Bridges in Grades 1 & 2
During our study called "God Teaches Us How to Build", students were introduced to a variety of structures. They discovered that structures could be God-made or people
made. After exploring a variety of structures that fit into the
two aforementioned categories we began to look more
closely at bridges. Students learned about the six main
bridge types; their strengths, and their weaknesses. Then a
challenge was given! After being grouped into four construction crews students were challenged to design and build a
bridge that could span 25 cm, hold weight, and maintain its
structural integrity. The added challenge was that they were
only allowed to use 100 Popsicle sticks and a glue gun.

Over the past month, Grades 3 and 4 have been helping a
family with a young boy who has cancer. Students spent
part of a morning assembling candy sticks for purchase,
giving all proceeds to the family. This opportunity has
been a blessing for our class. It has been wonderful for
students to help this family, both tangibly, and through
prayer.
Mrs. Deb Hart
Teacher, Grades 3 & 4

Students began by drawing bridges and working together to
come up with a blueprint for their bridges. They then used
straws and clay to make a model of their designs. This allowed them to get a better sense of their designs and make
adjustments where they were needed. After their model was
created they then moved on to building their actual bridge.
On Grandfriends’ Day (April 22, 2017) students got to discover which bridge held the most weight. This was an exciting
moment they shared with our classroom visitors!
Mrs. Erin Hopkins
Teacher, Grades 1 & 2

“It made me feel happy to help someone
in need. I enjoyed making the candy sticks
also.”
Simon, grade 4
“I really enjoyed helping out Aiden. I wanted to give him what I had to support him.
Making the candy sticks was so much fun,
and they smelled so good!”
Kaden, grade 4
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Finance Report
God continues to both bless and sometimes challenge CCS
in the area of finances. Among our many blessings, we
have welcomed 13 new families and have been given an
excellent Leadership Team to guide us this year. It is also
wonderful that last month’s Auction raised approximately
$10,000 more than we had budgeted. At the beginning of
this school year our financial situation was looking bleaker
than we had hoped for, fortunately we are currently sitting
in a much better position. God is good!
I encourage everyone to attend the Spring Membership
meeting to hear more details. Please also encourage
Grandparents or even Leaders from your church to attend
our meetings. We welcome, encourage, and even rely on
support from our non-parent members and our local Christian communities. I also remind you that school association
members can contact me anytime with questions, comments, or concerns they have about CCS finances.
A budgeting challenge was predicted over a year ago prior
to the introduction of the discounted tuition structure. This
financial challenge was predicted to hit us in 2016/2017 and
then the hardest in the 2017/2018 school year. I want you
to know that your board and finance committee are working diligently and faithfully to guide our school through
these years and the years to come as well. Please continue
to pray specifically about friends and acquaintances who
might benefit from our great school. We remind you that
our tuition rates for new families for the 2017-18 school
year continue to be discounted. Continue to pray for our
Advancement Team and the many efforts that go on behind the scenes to grow our community and in turn, stabilize our finances. Our future financial forecasts currently
indicate balanced budgets. Please pray that God continues
to show His grace and His light on our finances as well as
everything else that goes on at CCS. We thank Him for the
many ways He has shown CCS favour and we also thank
Him for the generous donors who have helped us along the
way.

Facilities Report
Our committee continues to attend to minor issues
around the school as they arise.
We have been informed that our current custodians will
not be cleaning the school next year. We would like to
thank them and their family for the years of hard work
put into keeping the school so clean and tidy. Our Committee is asking for tenders for this cleaning contract to
be received by May 15. Please direct tenders and inquiries to info@communitychrsitianschool.ca.

Treasurer
treasurer@communitychristianschool.ca
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Fundraising Report
This year’s annual CCS Garage Sale took place Saturday,
March 4th. Despite the frigid temperatures, many people
bundled up and came out (with coffees in hand) in search of
good bargains. Thanks to the organizing efforts of Carlena
Schipper, the garage sale raised over $1,600.00.
This year’s annual CCS Hockey Tournament took place Friday
and Saturday of the Easter long weekend. Ten teams in all
battled it out for hockey supremacy at the Russell arena.
Players and spectators (as well as those who participated in
the puck toss) were treated to entertaining and spirited competition. This year’s tournament raised $2,533 for CCS. Thank
-you to all who participated. Once again, many thanks to
John and Fred Vedder for all their hard work in organizing a
great tournament and to Cathy Vedder fand all her helpers
for running the canteen.

CCS has applied for a grant
through the Canada Post Community Foundation for funding to buy new Chromebooks for our
school. Applications will be evaluated in the coming
months. We pray that the review committee will consider our application favourably.
CCS has also recently become a member of The Christian School Foundation which partners donors with
over 40 Christian schools in Ontario. Information will
be sent out in the near future explaining how the CCS
community can participate and benefit from this partnership.

The CCS biennial auction took place this year on Saturday,
April 22nd. As always, this event was well attended and benefitted from the wonderful support of the entire CCS community. Children enjoyed having their faces painted this year
compliments of Jen Wyngaarden. The live auction proved
once again to be both very entertaining and exciting - what a
great way to spend money! We are very grateful to Jen Post
and her dedicated team who helped make this event such a
success – the combined effort raised over $40,000 for Community Christian School. We would like to express our deep
gratitude to all our donors for their generous contributions.
The CCS annual baseball tournament will take place Saturday, June 10th. Teams wishing to participate are to contact
John Vedder at 613-884-2763. This is another fun event that
involves our surrounding community, alumni, church groups,
etc. Let’s finish off our fundraising year strong and have a
great turn-out.
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Grade 5&6 Matchbook Summaries
Students in Grades 5 & 6 read The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis. After
reading each chapter, students wrote a 5-7 sentence summary of the chapter on the inside of
folded pieces of paper, then coloured a picture about the chapter on the outside. Having to
contemplate the content of each chapter of the book made students think hard about the
relationships between characters, the direction of the plot, and how C.S. Lewis was presenting issues such as courage, honesty, kindness, reconciliation, forgiveness and friendship.
Mrs. Danica Harnick
Teacher, Grades 5 & 6

NAVAN LEA FARM INC.

HARRYDALE FARM LTD.

The Schyff Family

Harry & Marnie Rylaarsdam & family
BAKKERCREST HOLSTEINS
Steven & Shelley Bakker & family
CENTURY FARMS
Richard & Trudy McWilliams & family
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RANGEDALE FARMS
A message from your

Mike & Rita Heuving & family

supporting Dairy Farmers….

VEDDERLY FARMS

Drink milk and stay healthy!

Bert & Shirley Vedder & family

Community Christian School

Osteopathy
Simon Kemp BSc (Hons) Ost. (London, UK)

Caring, Hands-on
SOLUTIONS FOR PAIN
in Russell
Rehabilitation after Injury & Surgery
150 Craig St
Russell
K4R 1A1

TEL: (613) 482-0879
*Registered for Health Insurance Claims*
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Advancement Team
Our goal continues to be: increase enrollment, secure
the retention of current families, and build positive
relationships in the community.
We were blessed with eleven new families last September, but another two families enrolled children
after Christmas for a total of thirteen new families this
school year. We feel one of the reasons we are attracting new families is because we introduced graduated
tuition fees so that new families can ease into tuition
payments. Next year, base family tuition for brand
new families with children between Senior Kindergarten and grade 8 will be $8,750, plus another $1,000 for
a second child. Tuition for families who only have one
child in Junior Kindergarten next year will pay $6,500.
Please share this information with any families you
know who may be interested in a Christian education
for their children.
CCS offered “Ready, Set, Kindergarten!” again this
April. This wonderful program is a great way to introduce prospective parents and students to CCS. Many
thanks to Mrs. Downs, our Kindergarten teacher, for
running an amazing program.

Welcome Wednesdays:

I am in the school
every Wednesday, so I encourage all parents, members
and supporters to invite friends to come and visit us.
Our teachers are prepared to have prospective parents
join Wednesday morning chapel, or sit in on classes,
and I will give tours and answer questions. Word of
mouth continues to be our #1 promotional tool. We
continue to use traditional methods for reaching prospective parents - church bulletin notices, notices in
local free newsletters, announcements on CHRI radio,
signs, and the occasional photo in a local newspaper.
We are putting more effort into our school Facebook
page as a means of reaching more Christian parents in
this area, and we find we are reaching a wider and wider
audience. If you are a Facebook user, please join our
page and share some of our posts with your friends.
On April 21, as I sat through our Grandfriends’ Day program, I was again reminded what an incredible school
we have. Our teachers take great care to keep Jesus the
foundation upon which all other curriculum and programming is built. What a blessing, and what an opportunity for our children to grow in knowledge and love
for Him!
Marie Cooper
admissions@communitychristianschool.ca

Advanced Feed Technology
for Today and Years to Come
Mission: To provide milk, meat and egg
producers with quality vitamin mineral premixes
and feeding programs, incorporating sound
nutritional advances that meet customer needs.
Jim Ross
P.O.Box 726 Cambridge ON N1R 5W6
info@grandvalley.com 1-800-567-4400
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Community
Christian
School
Graduation
Wednesday, June 21,
7:00 pm at the school
Everyone is welcome!
Community Christian School
2681 Glen Street, Metcalfe
www.communitychristianschool.ca

