


Moderated Discussion “Focus Group”
Participants include:

City of Atlanta
Calrecycle
Georgia World Congress Center
NYC Dept of Sanitation
Elemental Impact
Onondaga County 
GreenBlue
Cornell University
New Jersey DEP

County of Kane, Illinois
Syracuse University
Association of Compost Producers
Draper Aden Associates
City of Toronto
City of Los Angeles
Tennessee Department of Environment & 
Conservation
Filtrexx



Commercial 
Agriculture



Sustainable Soil Management & Real Estate

How can it work (in real estate construction and operation)? 

What are the benefits?

What’s the current status and adoption?

What’s are the opportunities, and what is possible?



Why Use Compost?
Benefits include:

Construction Cost Savings (Soil + Transport Costs)

Maintenance / Operational Cost Savings (Avoided Water, Fertilizer and Plant 
Costs)

Stormwater management (private sector compliance & public sector concern)

Environmental Benefits (Carbon sequestration, soil protection)





Urban Sites / Compost Use: More than you think



How is Compost Used in Construction?



stockpile
stockpile





Cost Savings from Topsoil Manufacturing 



How can compost be used in maintenance & 
landscaping?



Establishing a Landscaping Plan



Challenges / Opportunities
“I don’t know anything about soil”

“Most of our projects are with brownfields”

“That’s something that the landscape architect and general contractor handle”

“The landscaper justs want to apply soil like they always do”

“We’re already doing this. There isn’t any need for more education”

“We don’t have a lot of plants / soil on our projects”

“This sounds cool. I’ll need to bring a few people on our team together to discuss 
for our 2018 capital projects”



What is the current status?
Compost use prevalent in certain sub-sectors such as DOT

Compost is a staple of the landscaping industry in many region of the US

Low adoption of compost up front in construction and site development

Low knowledge of compost use among the building and real estate sector

Lack of understanding of the long-term benefit of compost by real estate 
managers in public and private sector

Lack of understanding of the long-term benefit of compost by site owners in public 
and private sector



Benefits for Cities and Portfolios: How to Estimate? 
X # of construction projects annually

X% of project cost is soil 

Topsoil manufacturing on X% of projects

Savings: Soil budget 

Savings: Reduced Storm water management costs / additional space for 
development

= X net financial benefit



What is possible and Next Steps
Pilot and demonstration projects

Standards (e.g. Washington County, California and Denver)

Erosion control and stormwater management

Soil is environmental / climatic resilience

Real estate leadership?

Redevelopment districts and ‘eco-districts’?



Thank You

Global Green USA

www.globalgreen.org

corr@globalgreen.org



Appendix / Discussion Slides



What’s the current status?

Private Sector Public Sector

Large sites Large sites

Small/medium 
sites

Small/medium 
sites

Private Sector Public Sector
Large projects Large projects 

(e.g. >50,000 
cubic yards)

Small/medium 
projects

Small/medium 
projects

Construction Operation / Maintenance



Stakeholder Engagement (Key People to Get 
Involved)

● Capital Projects 

● Waste Diversion

● Sustainability

● Landscape Architecture 


