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Sustainability
Why I Am Inspired by Green Roofs
Why plant a green roof, you may ask? If your roof can
support it (get an engineer to ‘weigh’ in first) green
roofs can be an asset that is more than something that
can clean water, hold water past a rain event, or assist
with heating and cooling bills. It can be just plain cool.
It can change the way you see things, literally. When
you are up on a green roof it changes the way you see
your surroundings because you are up on roof, and
have a unique vantage point. It also changes the way
you process what a roof can be.

Rockwell Automation, Wisconsin’s largest singlelevel green roof measuring 48,500 sq. ft.!

A green roof allows a building to use less energy in
the summer and the winter, as well.
Maybe one of the most important things is how you
feel when you are immersed in a living environment.
Add a small sitting area, some small paths, and who
knows, even a grill and you’ve got a little paradise. A
place that can change the way you live and the way
you feel. You can have one on a house, a deck, an entryway, a garage or even on grade above a parking
garage. My personal favorites are ones that are a couple stories up or more.

Residential green roof installation.
Architecture By: Johnsen Schmaling Architects.

Many roofs have shingles or a rubber membrane that
just move water from point A to point B. A green roof
slows the water, and uses the water to nurture plants
that are now living there. Those plants in turn nurture
the local eco-system.

Although living green roofs need maintenance I feel
the benefits far outweigh the energy that is put into the
maintenance, particularly for those that have access
for folks to use.
Bradley Blaeser
President
Green Team of WI, Inc.

Start Planning Your 2018
Landscape Installation
Design | Hardscape | Renovation
Visit www.greenteamwi.com

Plant material detail: WI Natives (left) and Sedum (right)
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Inspiring Tips for Self Sufficiency

Urban Homesteading
These trellised vines flourish in a microclimate.

The Small Space,
Happy Homesteader

Interested in joining the ranks of modern day homesteaders in your neighborhood? With even the smallest
amount of space- I’m talking tiny, Bay View neighborhood backyards or even small apartment balconies- you
can reap the rewards of growing your own food and becoming more self-sufficient.
For the tiniest of
spaces, consider
growing beets, leaf
lettuce, cherry tomatoes, radishes or
pole beans. Strawberry planters/
hanging baskets
are another great
option for small
space gardening.

Homesteading has personally been incredibly rewarding for my family; there is no greater joy than watching
my 2 year old son pick and devour fresh peas off the
vine, chase chickens until he’s exhausted and help
plant seeds for the next season’s crop.
There are a ton of resources out there to help get you
started. Visit your county’s cooperative extension website (https://milwaukee.uwex.edu), review university
resources or check out any number of publications on
small space homesteading at your local library. The
City Homesteader is a great reference to start with.
Peace, Love, and Happy Homesteading, y’all.

Green Team Crew Leader Lynda’s
homestead in the city

Vertical growing
has been growing in popularity. Whether you buy an
aquaponics growing tower or DIY a simple trellis structure, you can’t go wrong going up.
If your space allows, you could build simple raised beds
and use a succession planting method for a continuous
cycle of fresh produce coming right from your front/
backyard!
And for those adventurous
folk out there, consider
raising your own flock of
hens. Many municipalities
have been loosening restrictions on chicken keeping, but be sure to check
with your local zoning commission or cooperative extension office about your
specific ordinances. In addition to benefiting from
Custom built chicken coop nutrient packed, fresh
eggs, your hen’s waste is an
excellent addition to your compost pile. It’s a win-win!
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Raised beds, terraced beds, a chicken coop and of
course a slide for the kids (and big kids)!

Lynda Lowry
Bed Maintenance Crew Leader
Green Team of WI, Inc.

Favorite Green Team Workplace Perk
Hands down my favorite perk is our monthly company
outings where we get to know each other on a human
level. For July’s outing we canoed the Milwaukee River
and had a picnic at Pere Marquette Park. We then
stopped at Lakefront Brewery on the way home. As
part of the same outing I came closest to guessing the
bar tab and won a pair of Brewers tickets!
Jed Terc
Designer
Green Team of WI, Inc.
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