
Building Strong 
Academic Profiles:

9th Grade & Beyond 



Is there a difference 
between being eligible for 

high school graduation and 
being eligible for college?  



*Google “A-G UC Course List”*
https://hs-articulation.ucop.edu/agcourselist

https://hs-articulation.ucop.edu/agcourselist


Let's see what requirements are needed to graduate from Hig School?



What are the A-G ?
● 15 high school classes that are required 

for admission to California State 
University (CSU) and University of 
California (UC) 

● These classes ensure that all graduates 
are prepared for college

● You MUST obtain a C or better in all 
your A-G classes 



LAUSD Graduation 
Requirements

● Complete all A-G courses

● MUST obtain a D or better in all classes

● Have a minimum of 210 total credits 

● Some schools require a certain number of 
community service hours



California Department of Education (CDE) Graduation 
Requirements

• Complete the 13 classes required by the 
California Department of Education CDE

• Take the Biology and Physics laboratory 
classes

• Take Physical Education class (2 years)

• Take the Government / Economics class

• Pass the California High School Exit 
Examination (CAHSEE) exam

Phisycal Education
CDE HS Exit Exam (CAHSEE)

English

Mathematics

History/Social Science

Science (Lab biology and Lab 
Physics)

VPA or Foreign Language or CTC

2 years

3 years

2 years

3 years

2 years

1 year



What classes and requirements are needed to be eligible 
for an NCAA sports scholarship?

• Graduate from High School
• Complete the 16 classes required for Division I and II
• Complete 10 classes (math, English and science 

before starting the 7th semester)
• Obtain a minimum GPA of 2.3
• The results of the SAT and ACT tests are in 

accordance with the NCAA table for division I and II
• Be enrolled in the NCAA
• For Division III there are no requests for requests 

because there are no sports scholarships and what it 
offers depends on each college.

• Note: For LAUSD they can play with a 2.0 GPA, but 
the student would not have much chance of going to 
college





Validation
“Validation refers to the granting of A-G credit when a student 

successfully completes advanced work (earning a grade of ‘C’ 
or better) in an area of sequential knowledge.” -LAUSD

Only applies to: 

Foreign Language 

Mathematics

Chemistry (CSU only)



7 Types of Credit Recovery 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet at 
nec at adipiscing03

● Donec risus dolor porta venenatis 
● Pharetra luctus felis
● Proin in tellus felis volutpat 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet at 
nec at adipiscing01

● Donec risus dolor porta venenatis 
● Pharetra luctus felis
● Proin in tellus felis volutpat 

Independent Study04
A written agreement/contract with their counselor 
that controls the manner/frequency of assignments 
and the timeframe for additional teacher support. 

Edgenuity 
Programs03 Offers online self-paced credit recovery 

in a fully virtual or blended model. 

Auxiliaries 02 Opportunities provided within the 
school day to retake failed classes.

Adult School01 Small-sized after school classes that 
offer personalized instruction.

If my student does not pass a class, what can they do?



7 Types of Credit Recovery 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet at 
nec at adipiscing03

● Donec risus dolor porta venenatis 
● Pharetra luctus felis
● Proin in tellus felis volutpat 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet at 
nec at adipiscing01

● Donec risus dolor porta venenatis 
● Pharetra luctus felis
● Proin in tellus felis volutpat 

Students Taking Action 
for Readiness (STAR-17)07

An opportunity for students whose grade is 
10 percentage points from a C to raise their 
grade & meet college requirements. 

RIG (Recovery + 
Intervention = Graduation)06

Partnership between the high school and 
neighborhood continuation school to retake 
failed courses there. 

Performance Assessment 
Student Support (PASS)05

This program recovers credit for failed math 
and ELA courses by focusing on the content 
not mastered. 

If my student does not pass a class, what can they do?



GPA Requirements

“D” 
Average 

(1.0 GPA)

“C” 
Average 

(2.0 GPA)

“B” 
Average 

(3.0 GPA)

High School Graduation

Community Colleges
*Required to accept students with a 

HS diploma

Cal State Universities 
(CSU)

Cal Grant B 

External Scholarships
*Tend to start at 2.5 GPA

The below grade-point averages are needed to 
be eligible for the following: 

University of California
(UC)

Cal Grant A 

Most Private Colleges



What are some of the 
factors that make a student 

stand out?





Honors Classes AP Classes Dual/Concurrent 
Enrollment

Higher-level, more 
rigorous and challenging 
classes typically reserved 

for gifted/magnet 
students. Students 

sometimes have to be 
recommended for these 

courses.

College-level classes 
courses offered in a wide-
variety of subjects. Most 
colleges award college 
credit if a high enough 

score is received (typically 
4 of 5). 

Programs that provide 
high school students with 
the opportunity to take 
college credit-bearing 

courses with a partnering 
community college. These 

classes are completed 
either at the HS or 

college.  



Honors Classes

AP Classes

Dual/Concurrent 
Enrollment

Who to turn to on campus?
● Academic Counselors 

● AP Teachers & Coordinators
● Academic Counselors 

● Nearby College Campuses
● Career/College Center
● Academic Counselors 



Resources

High School Websites College and Career Readiness 
Through A-G LAUSD



Explore summer academic 
enrichment opportunities 
at high school, colleges, 
and external programs. 

9th Grade 
Spring

9th Grade 
Summer

Ensure your students are 
staying on top of their 

academics through reading 
lists and supplemental 

materials.

10th Grade 
Fall

10th Grade 
Winter

10th Grade 
Spring

Meet with your student’s teachers 
and academic counselor. Help them 
find extracurricular opportunities.

Parent Timeline

Check on your student’s progress and 
encourage them to enroll in 

challenging courses for 11th grade. 
Start the college search! Take a 

college tour of a local 
college/university. 

Ensure your student has a 
summer experience lined 

up (e.g. summer job, 
academic enrichment 
program, volunteer 

opportunity).



Case Study #1: The UC Comprehensive Review

Wendy is a 9th grader at Lincoln High School, but is 
already both excited and nervous about applying to college. 
Since middle school, it had always been her dream to 
attend UC Berkeley. So Wendy wanted to make sure she 
had one of the strongest applications when it came time to 
apply. 

The University of California completes a ‘comprehensive 
review’ of all their freshman applicants. Their 14-factor 
criteria looks at multiple aspects of a student rather than 
just one. 



Case Study #1: The UC Comprehensive Review

1. GPA
2. Test Scores
3. Courses Completed/Planned for Senior Year
4. Honors Courses
5. Top 9% Local Context (ELC)
6. Quality of Senior-Year Program of Study
7. Academic Opportunities in CA High Schools
8. Performance in Academic Subject Areas
9. Achievements in Special Projects
10. Improvement in Academic Performance
11. Special Talents, Achievements, & Awards
12. Participation in Educational Preparation Programs (e.g. 

C5LA)
13. Academic Accomplishment Within Life Experiences
14. Geographic Location

What are the main 3 factors you 
think your student can start 

working on now?



Questions?
Contact Information:

Albany Vega, CAPS Director
albany@c5yf.org

Office: (323) 686-4214

mailto:albany@c5yf.org

