
Round 7 – Under 11’s Brunswick Dragons v Camberwell 

This week the Dragons took on ladder leaders Camberwell at the Gillon Oval. Led out by our 

captain for the day Louis Grist, the team looked switched on and up for the challenge on a wet 

and rainy morning. 

It was a tough first quarter with both sides attacking and creating scoring chances. In the wet 

conditions, Brunswick displayed some great tackling and shepherding at both ends of the field. 

Camberwell was able to score the only goal of the quarter, however the Dragons were very much 

in the contest. The quarter time score was Brunswick Dragons 0.2.2 to Camberwell 1.2.8. 

The second quarter showed how evenly matched both sides are. Brunswick kept the pressure on 

with the midfield, defence and forward lines all chasing hard and tackling when it was their turn. 

A quick clearance deep into our forward line saw a terrific snap from the boundary line sail 

through the big sticks. Camberwell was able to reply with a late goal to regain the lead just on the 

half time break. At half time the score was Brunswick Dragons 1.4.10 to Camberwell 2.3.15. 

As expected, the third quarter was much like the first half with both sides putting in some great 

contests. Camberwell began to get on top in the midfield and our defence was put under 

pressure for long periods of the quarter. Camberwell kicked two goals and managed to keep the 

Dragons scoreless, however, it was late in the quarter when a fantastic shepherd on the 

grandstand wing seemed to lift the spirits of the team. At three quarter time the score was 

Brunswick Dragons 1.4.10 to Camberwell 4.5.29. 

At the three quarter time huddle being 19 points down, the instructions were simple. Forget the 

scoreboard, concentrate on our team rules and try your best until the final siren. The talk 

between the players was loud and from the first bounce they came out firing. A quick succession 

of clearances from a hard working midfield saw our forward creating space and working hard to 

keep the ball near our goals. In the space of 6 minutes, the Dragons turned the game on its head 

kicking 3 goals to be 1 point down. It was just before the 10 minute mark of the quarter that 

another attack saw the ball sail over the goal umpires head and the Dragons hit the lead by 5 

points. The cheer from stands was amazing! For the next 5 minutes Camberwell attacked, 

however, our midfield and defence was superb and showed great discipline under enormous 

pressure. A number of players showed great skill, determination and courage to clear and 

contest every attack Camberwell threw at them. As the final siren went, a loud roar from the 

crowd, watching our Dragons slide through the middle of a muddy Gillon Oval and the loudness 

they sang our club song are some memories that will stay with many for a while!! 

The final score was Brunswick Dragons 5.4.34 to Camberwell 4.6.30. 

Congratulations to Gabriel Banova for being awarded the medal for best on ground today. 

Gabriel displayed outstanding running, tackling and shepherding for his team mates. He also 

showed enormous courage backing into packs and taking a number of crucial marks to clear the 

ball time and time again in a fierce last quarter. Well done Gabriel! 

The Dragons showed great team work and belief in each other yet again, fighting the game out 

until the end. No matter what position they are in, or the result that follows, this side does not 

know the meaning of giving up! Well done Dragons!! 

 

David La Greca - Under 11 Coach 


