Preparing for Key Stage Four
Preferences 2016-2018
March 2016

Dear Parent Carer,
Since the beginning of the academic year there have been a large number of changes to the National Curriculum
and to the qualifications and examinations system in England. These changes will strongly affect your daughter/ward
as she starts her GCSE courses in September 2016. I have outlined the main changes below:
●

Almost all GCSE course assessment will be in the form of written exams, done in the summer term of Year
11.
● There are significant changes to all GCSE for which we have been preparing; English and Maths are now in
their second year.
● There will no longer be “modules” where students are taking part of the exams at times during the one-year
or two-year course. All exams in a subject will be taken at the end of the course only. The only place where
students can retake an exam is in the BTEC subjects.
● Practical examinations, controlled assessment and “coursework” will be only available in a small number of
subjects.
● The Department for Education has still not published all of the specifications and may still choose to
downgrade certain subjects.
These changes will affect both the way we teach and the subjects we offer. As always, we are keen to ensure that
our students do as well as they possibly can within the examination system that is currently in force and have
therefore made some changes to the curriculum offer for Key Stage 4 from September 2016.
Please take the time to read this booklet thoroughly and consider the advice carefully. The choices your
daughter/ward makes now will be important for her future and ensuring your daughter/ward is on the most suitable
Key Stage 4 course is crucial.
At the school we have the excellent opportunity to offer your daughter/ward the option of studying within our
Studio school. Students who select this option will study two subjects, performing arts or construction as well as
business studies within the studio school and all other subjects within sets and other option subjects in FCGS.
In addition there are three main factors which will determine your daughter’s/ward’s success at Key Stage 4:
Attendance and Punctuality
Unless attendance and punctuality is above 96% throughout Key Stage 4, it is extremely unlikely that she will achieve
at the highest levels (5 A*-C at GCSE).
Prior achievement
Your daughter’s/ward’s prior achievement at Key Stage 2 and during Key Stage 3 gives an indication of her potential
at Key Stage 4. If your daughter/ward is predicted a level 6 or above, this suggests she is capable of achieving A and
B grades at GCSE. If she is predicted mainly level 5, it suggests that she has the potential to get C grades at GCSE but
may need extra support to get these. If your daughter’s/ward’s levels are below level 5, this suggests she could
achieve GCSEs but needs to focus on studying fewer subjects to ensure she gets higher grades.
Interest and motivation
GCSEs and BTECs are two year courses. Your daughter/ward should enjoy the subject she chooses, otherwise she
may become demotivated. Her courses are unlikely to affect her available choices at college/sixth forms.
Colleges/Sixth Forms value grades over subject choice. Similarly, do not select a course because your daughter/ward

likes the teacher – she may be taught by someone different next year. When making decisions about the option
process we prioritise the individual student and we make every effort to ensure that all students achieve their
potential.
We are asking you to complete the preference sheet enclosed after the meeting on the 9th March 2016 and return it
to the school office by 21st March 2016. We will write to you in June to confirm your daughter’s/ward’s choices.
Yours sincerely,
Peter Haylock
Executive Principal

The Importance of Key Stage 4 Options
Students should aim to make selections for Key Stage 4 which will support progression to Key Stage 5 and for life
beyond education. Students should look ahead at what courses and qualifications they may need for each level
beyond Year 11 to ensure their choices allow them to progress as they hope. The range of pathways from Year 9 to
higher education or employment post 18 is illustrated below:

The sooner students begin thinking about their long-term ambitions, the easier they will find making their
Preference choices at Key Stage 4. Students unsure of their long-term plans should select a range of courses offering
breadth and balance.

Types of Qualifications
GCSEs (General Certificate of Secondary Education)
The Government has decided to change the nature of GCSEs to make them more challenging - they think this will
help young people to be better prepared for further academic or vocational study, or for work. The new GCSEs will
have new content and will be structured, assessed and graded differently from GCSEs. In 2014 the government
announced changes to GCSE content and grading.
These changes start in September 2015 for:
GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature:
•

Spelling, punctuation and grammar will make up 20% of the qualification.

•

New grading to replace A* - G moving to numeric 9-1.

GCSE Mathematics:
•

Increase in content

•

Focus of problem solving

•

A new grading system to replace A* - G moving to numeric 9-1.

More information can be found at https://www.gov.uk/government/news/setting-standards-for-new-gcses-in2017

The English Baccalaureate (EBACC)
The EBACC is a number of traditional academic subjects that the Department of Education believes will provide
students with “a properly rounded academic education”. The government are placing ever-increasing importance
upon students studying these subjects at Key Stage 4.
The subjects that make up the EBACC are English, Mathematics, at least two sciences (including Computer Science), a
Modern Foreign Language, and a Humanities subject (either History or Geography). At Fulham Cross Girls’ School,
Mathematics, English Language and Literature, and Science are compulsory at KS4. We also expect all of our
students to study at least one other EBACC subject.
Universities have not made the EBACC a part of their admissions criteria, however EBACC subjects are seen as
facilitating subjects. This means that they are recognised as providing students with the academic grounding that will
help them progress to A Levels and university alongside the study of other subjects that might be drawn from the
creative and practical areas

BTEC (Business and Technical Education Council)
BTECs have a strong vocational element, and have been developed to give students a “hands on” experience of the
world of work. BTECs are work-related qualifications suitable for a wide range of students, built to accommodate the
needs of employers and allow progression to university. These courses are delivered in a very different manner to
GCSEs. BTECs develop independent research skills in students and demand students to deliver presentations and
projects. BTECs have been very popular with students, as they offer a different experience to the traditional GCSEs.

Further Information about the curriculum can be found at:





www.education.gov.uk/schools/teachingandlearning/curriculum/secondary
www.direct.gov.uk/en/Parents/Schoolslearninganddevelopment/ExamsTestsAndTheCurriculum/D
G_10013877
www.edexcel.com/Policies/QCF/Pages/BTECandQCF.aspx
www.ehomework.co.uk/tips-for-helping-your-child-prepare-for-working-life.html





http://ofqual.gov.uk/news/setting-standards-new-gcses-2017
https:/www.gov.uk/government/publications/get-the-facts-gcse-and-a-level-reform/get-the-factsgcse-reform
http://www.direct.gov.uk/NationalCareersService

Raising the Participation Age (RPA)
The Government has increased the age to which all young people in England must continue in education or training.
As a result your daughter/ ward will be required to continue in education or training until their 18th birthday. RPA
means that your daughter /ward will be required to choose one of the following options once they complete their
education at Fulham Cross Girls’ School:
●
●
●

full-time education, such as a school, college or home education
an apprenticeship
part-time education or training if they are employed, self-employed or volunteering full-time (which is
defined as 20 hours or more a week).

What are Pathways?
We know that in order for every student to fulfil their potential at Fulham Cross Girls’ School we need to offer a
curriculum to meet each student’s needs. Therefore we have developed a pathways curriculum which allows for
every student to follow the appropriate number of qualifications which are the best for them and will guarantee
success.
Each student is recommended a pathway based on her prior achievements across the curriculum at Key stage 3,
attendance and our professional knowledge.
Through being placed on the correct pathway students can study the appropriate number of qualifications which will
enable them to move successfully onto the next stage at college/sixth form /training. This year students will be able
to choose their subjects freely but be aware that when we come to allocate subjects the Senior Leadership team will
decide whether or not students are suited to each course. A member of SLT will meet students and families
individually to discuss if we feel another pathway or set of subjects is more suitable and will enable the student to
make better progress. In some cases we will recommend that a student takes 7 GCSEs and has some curriculum
time dedicated to extra English and Maths lessons.

What are Preferences?
Preference subjects are the specialist qualifications which students would prefer to study. See the complete list
further on in this booklet. To help your daughter/ward select her preferences, it is a good idea to look at her
achievement data in their subjects to help guide their choice. For example, if your daughter/ward is achieving 3A in
French and a 5A in Spanish, your daughter/ward may be more likely to maximise her achievement by selecting
Spanish. Your daughter/ward will need to rank the top five subjects she would like to study and we will try to
accommodate these preferences. We will make every effort to ensure students get the courses they select. There
are times, however, when due to circumstances such as timetable clashes, a course being very popular and oversubscribed, or failure to recruit a viable group size that a reserve choice is offered in place of the selected first
choice. Students and their parents / carers will always be consulted in these circumstances.

Choices - Choosing and Changing
Students must be aware that it is difficult and often impossible to change choices once the courses have started in
September. If a particular course is full and a student requests moving onto it, this will not be possible. Every year a
few students take courses for the wrong reasons and later ask to swap to an alternative; whilst we try to
accommodate requests where students genuinely misunderstood the nature of a subject, this is sometimes
impossible and the student has to stick with the choice they made.

Dropping Subjects
All students are expected to complete every course they start. Students will not be allowed to drop courses simply
because they no longer like the subject or they have changed their mind and no longer wish to study it. It is essential
therefore when selecting courses that students read the subject information carefully, talk to teachers and opt for
subjects which will support their career aspirations as well as interest them.

What does my daughter/ward’s data mean and how does it affect her KS4 Pathway?
You will be used to having termly reports similar to the one below posted home:

What qualifications should my Daughter/Ward do?
Using the data on your daughter, we can recommend curriculum pathways for your daughter/ward. Students will be
studying between 6 and 10 qualifications, and it is crucial we ensure your daughter/ward is on a curriculum pathway
suitable for her.
Data
Pathway

Predicted End of Year 9 Attainment

Curriculum Pathway recommendation

A

Mainly levels 6s & 7s

10 GCSEs which include the EBACC
subjects

B

Mainly level 5s & 6s

10 GCSEs/BTEC which could include the
EBACC subjects

C

Mainly below level 5s

6 GCSEs + BTEC. In addition she will receive
personalised support and small group catch
up from the Personalisation Department
after school.

Information for Year 9 students
During the next few weeks you have to make important decisions about which subjects you wish to study when you
start Year 10. These are not easy decisions to make, especially if you are unsure of what you want to do when you
leave school. What you can be sure about is the importance of careful thought before you make the final decision.
Ignore what your friends choose - their choices will probably be completely different from yours.
When making your choices remember that you will be studying these subjects for the whole of Year 10 and Year 11
and you cannot change your mind halfway through a course. Discuss your choices with as wide a range of people as
you can. Your parents, your form tutor/LPC, your subject teachers, your PSHEE teacher, Ms Biety or Ms Webb and
older pupils already studying the subjects you are thinking of studying.
Look at the Preference List. Think carefully about what subject you put as first, second, third, fourth and fifth choice,
as we cannot guarantee you will get your favoured choices. Read the preference booklet carefully and ask questions
if you need to.
Good reasons to choose a course

Bad reasons to choose a course

You enjoy it
You are successful in it
It links to a job or a career you might be interested in

A nice teacher
Your best friend does it
You think it’s easy

Some advice from our current year 11s
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Think hard about the choices you make because if you don’t choose the right subjects, it would be hard to
stay interested in them. Don’t choose because of your friends or the teachers, they might change next year.
Only choose subjects that you have talent in or enjoy and are passionate about. Don’t copy your friends and
follow what they do. Remember that your education is for you.
Think carefully. Make sure its subjects that you will enjoy, that you think you can achieve in and that will
help you choose a subject in college.
Don’t pick subjects because you like the teacher.
Think about your future and what you want to achieve. Are these the best choices for you? Is this what you
will want in 2 years’ time and can you cope with it? Think about it, it’s your future.
Choose something you enjoy and not because your friends are choosing it. Remember they are your GCSE’s
not theirs. Work as hard as you can from the beginning of year 10.
Think about what kind of learner you are and how you learn the best.
Pick subjects you enjoy as you will be more motivated to succeed.

Core Subjects

Subject: English Language & English Literature
Qualification / Level: GCSE
Exam board: AQA
Subject Leader: Mr Kennedy
Why study this
subject?

The ability to communicate clearly, persuasively and engagingly is one of the most
powerful tools education has to offer. You will develop your skills in reading and writing,
through exploring a range of literary fiction and non-fiction texts. This will prepare you for
not only your qualifications but for life beyond Fulham Cross.

How can this
subject prepare
me for a career?
What do we
study?*

All careers require a strong grade in English, particularly those that focus on written
communication such as journalism, advertising and law.

What qualities
and skills are
needed?

All we ask for is enthusiasm, ideas and hard work! In return, the English Faculty will
support you in every way possible in becoming confident and precise in your writing and
analysis. We also ask you to read as much as you can outside of school to learn new
vocabulary, structures and ways of seeing the world.

How is this subject
assessed?*

You will receive two summative GCSE grades (one for English Language and one for English
Literature) which are made up of two written terminal examinations for each GCSE (four in
total). Work is continually assessed throughout the course and you will be given verbal and
written feedback in relation to strengths and areas for improvement. Peer/selfassessment also takes place regularly. You will be given half termly grades that take into
account classwork as well as homework, in accordance with the AQA examination syllabus.

Summary

We hope you will discover new and exciting stories, plays, and poems which we will
discuss and analyse together. By the end of the course, we aim to help you become a
confident and articulate communicator, not just in exam conditions but in the real world.
Come and see the world differently through the eyes of some of the greatest writers.

In Literature, you will study a Shakespeare play (Romeo & Juliet), a pre-19th century novel
(Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde), a modern play (An Inspector Calls) and a collection of poetry
(Power & Conflict). Through connections to these texts, you will also develop your own
writing and analysis of non-fiction texts. There will be many opportunities for both group
work and independent study. You will have the opportunity to visit the Globe theatre,
watch drama productions in school and meet the poets that you study.

Subject: Maths
Qualification: GCSE
Exam board: Edexcel
Syllabus: 1MA1
Subject Leader: Mr Warriss
Why study this
subject?

Mathematics contributes to the school curriculum by developing pupils’ abilities to
calculate; to reason logically, algebraically, and geometrically; to solve problems and to
handle data. Mathematics is important for pupils in many other areas of study, particularly
Science and Technology. As a subject in its own right, Mathematics presents frequent
opportunities for creativity, and can stimulate moments of pleasure and wonder when a
problem is solved for the first time, or a more elegant solution to a problem is discovered,
or when hidden connections suddenly manifest.

How can this
subject prepare
me for a career?

Analytical and quantitative skills are sought by a wide range of employers. Competence in
mathematics provides you with a broad range of skills in problem solving, logical reasoning
and flexible thinking. This leads to careers that are exciting, challenging and diverse in
nature.
GCSE mathematics should enable students to:
1. Develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and
concepts
2. Acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to solve problems
3. Reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences and draw conclusions
4. Comprehend, interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of
forms appropriate to the information and context.

What do we
study?

What qualities
and skills are
needed?
How is this subject
assessed?
Summary

We study the following areas of mathematics.
● Number
● Algebra
● Ratio, proportion and rates of change
● Geometry and measures
● Probability and statistics
You will need to enjoy solving problems and be unafraid to make mistakes. Resilience and
a willingness to “give something a try” will also pay great dividends.
There are 3 examinations that are all taken at the end of year 11. Each is 1.5 hours long
with the first being a non-calculator paper.
As society becomes more technically dependent, there will be an increasing requirement
for people with a high level of mathematical training. Whatever your career plans, or if you
have no plans at present, a good knowledge of mathematics provides you with
exceptionally good job prospects.

Subject: Physical Education
Level: KS 4
Method of assessment: Students are assessed after each unit of work
Subject Leader: Ms Mason
Why study this
subject?

How can this
subject prepare
me for a career?

What do we study?

Physical education is a compulsory element of Key Stage 4 under the requirements of the
National Curriculum. During Key Stage 4 students follow a structured and balanced course
that aims to cater for the interests and needs of all students. Over the two years students
will develop their knowledge, understanding and skills in depth. These will include
individual and team games and a health related fitness element. This is a non-examination
course. It is hoped by the end of the two year course students will continue to participate in
sport or leisure activities after they have left the school so that they can lead a healthy
lifestyle.
Core PE ensures that you are healthy and fully prepared to take on the world of work,
whatever career you decide to focus on! Studies show that those who maintain their fitness
levels are more mentally alert and focussed. Core PE is an important time for all girls to
keep fit and release endorphins - the 'feel good' hormones which promote mental health particularly important in Years 10 and 11.
1st half
Assessment
2nd half
Assessment

What qualities and
skills are needed?

How is this subject
assessed?
Summary

Autumn Term
Invasion games:
Netball or Basketball
End of unit assessment in
class
Invasion games:
Netball or Basketball
End of unit assessment in
class

Spring Term
Health and Fitness
Methods of training
End of unit assessment in class.
Health and Fitness
Methods of training
End of unit assessment in class.

Summer Term
Rounders
End of unit assessment in
class.
Rounders
End of unit assessment in
class.

There are 6 key skills students need to be successful in physical education.
TEAM WORKER - I can communicate with people in my team to achieve positive outcomes.
CREATIVE LEARNER - I can come up with my own ideas and I am prepared to take risks and
try new things. I can work with other people’s ideas. I can solve problems
SELF-MANAGER - I can set goals to help me develop as a person. I can keep going, even
when things are hard - I never give up. I can take risks for myself.
EFFECTIVE PARTICIPATOR - I can engage with activities by joining in fully. I can manage my
feelings when we are defeated. I can try hard and help others to try
REFLECTIVE LEARNER - I know myself, my strengths and weaknesses. I can review my own
and others progress. I know what I need to do to achieve my target
INDEPENDENT LEARNER - I can make plans for myself and my learning. I can look at things
from different perspectives. I can make decisions which will move me forward
Students are assessed practically on each topic that they study. Assessment takes place on a
weekly basis. Assessment is completed by self-assessment, peer assessment and teacher
assessment. A final grade is given at the end of the topic.
Physical education develops an array of skills and has multiple benefits such as: Improved
physical fitness; Skill development; Support of other subject areas; Self-discipline;
Improved judgment; Stress reduction; Strengthened peer relationships; Improved selfconfidence and self-esteem; Experience setting goals.
The psychological benefits of exercise are just as important as the physical ones. Not to be
overlooked are the positive effects of physical activity on self-image and self-confidence,
and on promoting general feelings of health and wellness. Movement develops brain cells
and stimulates the production of endorphins, body chemicals that help create feelings of
happiness and calmness as well as ease stress and pain. A good workout can leave students
feeling better about life and about themselves. An inactive student will feel lethargic and
under stimulated.

Subject: Religious Studies
Qualification: GCSE
Exam board: AQA
Syllabus: Religious Studies A: Study of Religion and Philosophy and Ethics
Subject Leader: Ms Hosp
Why study this
subject?

RS is a brilliant subject for developing your reasoning, arguing and persuading skills.
Students will study interesting and relevant topics, looking at different religious and
nonreligious perspectives and ultimately expressing their own opinion on these ethical and
philosophical issues.

How can this
subject prepare
me for a career?
What do we study
at Year 10 and 11?

RS is vital for any career and life in a multicultural place like London as it provides students
with a greater understanding of the beliefs and practices of others. It is particularly useful
for those considering careers in social work, education, military and health services.

What qualities
and skills are
needed?
How is this subject
assessed?

Summary

Christian Beliefs and Practices
-Explain the basic beliefs of Christians
and how this differ across
denominations. Apply Christian beliefs
to how Christians live their lives and
follow God.

Jewish Belief and Practices
-Explain the basic beliefs of Jews and
how this differ across sects. Apply
Jewish beliefs to how they live their
lives and practice their faith.

Ethics
-Analysing issues about when life begins
and the ethics of abortion. Analysing
issues of war, peace and justice through
religious and nonreligious viewpoints.
Analysing human relationships (such as
marriage, divorce and homosexuality)
through religious and nonreligious
viewpoints

Philosophy
-Analysing different views about the
existence of God and God’s qualities,
considering non-religious perspectives
as well.

You will need to be open-minded. This is so important because a great chunk of what
you’ll have to do in your exam is respectfully explain what others believe and politely
reflect on those beliefs. You’ll also get a chance to explain what you think- or at least think
about what you think if you’re new to a topic we cover!
Your work is continually assessed throughout the course and you’ll be given feedback on
your achievement which takes into account classwork, homework and participation.
Religious Studies at Fulham Cross in Year 10 and 11 is taught first by religion and then
thematically, exploring issues through both a religious and non-religious viewpoint. This
culminates in two exams at the end of Year 11 with both short answer and essay
questions.
This is a subject in which FC girls tend to be hugely successful! Last year 63% of 125
students achieved an A or A* on their exam and 94% achieved A*-C. You will get to
debate, bring in things you learn in other subjects (like History, English and Science) and
apply those to real life situations. It is vital for helping you when you leave this place as
religious and belief will surround wherever you go when you leave us.

Subject: Combined Science
Qualification: AQA Trilogy
Exam board: AQA
Syllabus: AQA Combined Science
Subject Leader: Ms Thorpe
Why study this
subject?

Science is a compulsory subject and the skills and knowledge developed during the
course are useful for a variety of careers. Studying science will broaden your
understanding of the world around you and enable you to make sense of the
technological world around you.

How can this
subject prepare
me for a career?
What do we
study?

Medicine, Dentistry, scientific research, engineering and the chemical industry

What qualities
and skills are
needed?

Students have been prepared during KS3 for the demands of GCSE science. A bridging
unit has taken place to prepare students for the demands of KS4 science and the added
integration of the set practical activities. Science often requires teamwork, effective
analytical skills and good communication skills. Students will also need to have good
maths skills to meet the mathematical demands of the course.

How is this subject
assessed?

These exams make up 100% of the final grade. The terminal exams are taken in June
2018.
There are six exam papers with 70 marks each, covering 16.7% each. The exam will be
made up of multiple choice, closed short answer and open response questions.

Summary

Science is a compulsory subject and enables you to develop skills that can be helpful for
all sorts of different careers. Science helps you to develop research, problem solving and
analytical skills, It supports you to challenge ideas and show how you worked things out
through logic and step-by-step reasoning.

Students study Biology, Chemistry and physics. Students also have to undertake sixteen
set practicals.
In Biology students will study- Cell Biology, Infection and response, Bioenergetics,
homeostasis, inheritance and ecology.
In Chemistry students will study; Atomic structure and the periodic table, bonding,
Chemical changes, energy changes, organic chemistry, chemistry and the atmosphere.
In Physics students study; Forces, waves, electricity, particle model of matter,
electromagnetism and atomic structure

Subject: Statistics
Qualification: GCSE
Exam board: Edexcel
Syllabus: 2ST01
Subject Leader: Mr Warriss
Why study this
subject?

How can this
subject prepare
me for a career?
What do we
study?

What qualities
and skills are
needed?
How is this subject
assessed?
Summary

Statistics is the science (and, arguably, also the art!) of learning from data. As a
discipline it is concerned with the collection, analysis, and interpretation of data, as well
as the effective communication and presentation of results relying on data. Statistics lies
at the heart of the type of quantitative reasoning necessary for making important
advances in the sciences, such as medicine and genetics, and for making important
decisions in business and public policy. GCSE statistics would also be a huge advantage
for those of you who wish to study A level mathematics.

There are four main areas of study:
● Planning and data collection
● Processing, representing and analysing data
● Reasoning, interpreting and discussing results
● Probability
You need to enjoy and be good at mathematics, be creative and have a keen eye for detail.

75% of the grade is obtained through a 2 hour examination at the end of year 11. The other
25% is awarded for the completion of a controlled assessment.
From medical studies to research experiments, from satellites continuously orbiting the
globe to ubiquitous internet sites like Facebook or Google, from polling organizations to
United Nations observers, data is being collected everywhere and all the time. Knowledge
in statistics provides you with the necessary tools and conceptual foundations in
quantitative reasoning to extract information intelligently from this sea of data.

N.B: Only students in Maths sets 1 and 2 will be eligible to study the course.

Preference
Subjects

Subject: Art and Design
Qualification: GCSE
Exam board: AQA
Syllabus: 4200
Subject Leader: Ms Brown
Why study this
subject?

The creative industries are the UK's fastest-growing sector, and within it, career
opportunities are vast! Given the wide range of skills developed during the course, Art and
Design at GSCE is a clear pathway into a range of further education courses and careers
including all aspects of art and design (Fine art, painting, sculpture, product design, interior
design, graphic design, game design etc.) as well as architecture, animation, illustration,
fashion, textiles, jewellery, visual media, advertising, marketing, photography, engineering
and much more.
GCSE Art and Design will help you to develop your creative, technical, communication,
analytical and problem solving skills.

How can this
subject prepare
me for a career?

Art and Design develops creative thinking and communication, a key skill for employment
in any sector.

What do we
study?

In year 10 students are introduced to a range of techniques and skills including
experimental drawing, oil painting, sculpture, printmaking and textiles. In year 11 students
are able to select their own materials and processes.

The creative industries are the UK's fastest growing job sector and are now worth £71.4
billion per year to the UK economy. Creative industries include Advertising and Marketing,
Architecture, Crafts, Design: Product, Graphic and Fashion Design, Film, TV, video, radio
and photography, IT, software and computer services, Publishing, Museums, Galleries and
Libraries and well as Music, performing and visual arts.

What qualities and This course will suit you if you:
like to use different materials and processes to develop your visual skills;
skills are needed? •
•
are creative, enthusiastic and imaginative;
•
are willing to experiment and to take risks when you are trying out your ideas;
•
are able to work independently and like to visit art galleries and museums to make
your work more informed and interesting;
•
like communicating your ideas, opinions and addressing issues.

How is this subject GCSE Art does not require a written exam. Instead you will be required to submit a
assessed?
coursework portfolio made up of work from both year 10 & 11. You will also complete an
exam project, where you are able to select your theme, and develop work that is personal
to you. Final projects can include elements of design, photography and fashion as well as
fine art.

Summary

This is a really exciting course, perfect for anyone wanting to explore and develop their
creativity and visual language. In year 11 students are able to make decisions about the
materials and themes they focus on so the course can be tailored to suit and range
interests within Art and Design. Art and Design GCSE is excellent preparation for A Levels
and most careers as it teaches independence, communication and creative thinking.

Subject: Food Preparation and Nutrition
Qualification: GCSE
Exam board: AQA
Syllabus: 8585
Subject Leader: Ms McKeever
Why study this
subject?

The new Food Preparation and Nutrition course is an exciting and creative GCSE which
focuses on practical cooking skills to ensure students develop a thorough understanding
of nutrition, food provenance and the working characteristics of food materials. This
qualification mainly focuses on nurturing students' practical cookery skills to give them
a strong understanding of nutrition.

How can this
subject prepare
me for a career?

Upon completion of this course, students will be qualified to go on to further study, or
embark on an apprenticeship or full time career in the catering or food industries. Some
of the job roles include Food Product Development, Food Technologist, and Dietician,
Chef or jobs within the hospitality industry.
Through a variety of theory and practical based lessons you will learn about the five main
topics of Food, nutrition and health, food science, food safety, food choice and food
provenance.

What do we
study?

What qualities
and skills are
needed?

You must enjoy Food Technology, both the practical and theory aspects. You must be
creative with food and be able to work independently. You will be working independently
on your coursework tasks, as well as your practical assessments. Good time management
is essential as the coursework tasks have specific deadlines.
You must be interested in nutrition and menu planning, food science and the trialling of
new recipes.

How is this subject
assessed?

You will undertake an exam which accounts for 50% of the overall GCSE. It comprises of
multiple choice questions (20 marks) and five questions each with a number of sub
questions (80 marks).
For the non-exam assessment (50% of the overall GCSE) pupils must produce a written
report and a portfolio.
Task 1: Written or electronic report (1,500–2,000 words) including photographic evidence
of the practical investigation.
Task 2: Written or electronic portfolio including photographic evidence. Photographic
evidence of the three final dishes must be included.
This is an excellent and exciting course for anyone who has a passion for food and a keen
interest in nutrition and how to apply it to menu planning. It can lead to various
opportunities within the food and nutrition sector.

Summary

Subject: Geography
Qualification: GCSE
Exam Board: Edexcel Spec B
Syllabus: 2GB01
Subject Leader: Mr Hudson
Why study this
subject?

Geography raises the current issues and challenges our society is facing in the 21st
century. As society changes so too does our outlook on the world and the need for
more sustainable approaches. This subject prepares you for studying at college and
University by encouraging students to work independently. Additionally,
Geography is held in high esteem by certain companies and employers because of
the range of skills that the subject entails.

How can this
subject prepare me
for a career?

Geography is a very versatile subject which is well respected by employers. Geography
graduates leaving higher education have one of the highest rates of graduate
employment.
Studying geography provides you with valuable skills and a firm base for lifelong learning
about the environmental issues facing the world and the role humans play in this. In this
case Geographers find careers in wide ranging fields such as Environmental Science,
Sociology, Government and Politics, History and Engineering.

What do we study?

The course centres around two key themes such as the dynamic nature of the planet and
the physical geography that has created and damaged our planet. The topics include;
Restless Earth, Changing Climate, Battle for the Biosphere, Water World, Coastal Change
and Conflict and Oceans on the Edge. The focus on people and how they shape and
influence our planet is studied through topics such as Population Dynamics, Consuming
Resources, Globalisation, Developmental Dilemmas, Changing Economies and Challenges
within the Urban World. Throughout the course students will embark on fieldwork trips
closely associated with these topics, such as the Eden Project in Cornwall and Swanage
in Dorset.

What qualities and
skills are needed?

Prospective Geographers should have a keen interest in the world around them and to
appreciate the differences and similarities in people’s views of the world and its
environments, societies and cultures. Students will need to develop their responsibilities
as global citizens and recognise how they can contribute to a future that is sustainable
and inclusive.

How is this subject
assessed?

There are four units each accounting for 25% of the overall GCSE. Units 1, 2 and 3 are
assessed at the end of Year 11. The Unit 4 Controlled Assessment is a 2,000 word write
up of a fieldwork study taken in Year 10 and submitted in Year 11.

Summary

Geography is perfect for those who are interested in learning more about the
dynamics of our earth and the huge responsibility we as humans have in protecting

and conserving our planet. There are close to links to many other subjects such as
History, Politics, Economics and the Sciences that make Geography such an
employable subject for those wanting to study the subject at A level and beyond.

Subject: Performing Arts
Qualification / Level: BTEC
Exam board: PEARSON
Syllabus: Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award in Performing Arts
Subject Leader: Ms Dale
Why study this
subject?

How can this
subject prepare
me for a career?

What do we
study?

What qualities
and skills are
needed?
How is this subject
assessed?

This course provides an ideal opportunity to develop confidence and group work
skills. Students will be expected to express ideas and participate in practical work as
individuals and group members. Issues and materials explored will be both challenging
and inspiring. All students who opt to take Performing Arts will be taught at the studio
school for these lessons. The lessons may be co-educational.
Students who take Performing Arts go on to a wide range of careers such as: acting,
directing, broadcasting, lighting or sound technicians, set, costume or make-up designer,
lawyer, media production and all are more prepared to be creative and confident when
presenting which are essential skills whatever career path you choose.
There are three assessments which are spread over the two years
1. Unit 1: Individual Showcase You will prepare two monologues to perform at auditions
to drama schools. The monologues need to be 2 minutes long and should contrast so one
may be comedy and the other tragedy. You will also need to write a letter to apply to a
drama school. This unit is marked by an examiner.
2. Unit 2: Preparation, Performance and Production You will work alongside your group to
create a new and original piece of theatre and perform it to an audience
3. Unit 3: Acting Skills You will review the strengths and areas for development in your
acting skills and undertake workshops to improve them. You will also need to keep a
rehearsal diary of the improvements you make and set targets for yourself as you progress
through the course
● A love for drama.
● An ability to work in groups & individually
● A ‘can do’ and ‘have a go’ attitude.
Unit 1 25%
Unit 2 25%
Unit 3 50%

Externally assessed practical exam & a letter of application
Internally assessed practical exam with ongoing assessment during
rehearsals and for rehearsal logs / diaries
Internally assessed practical exam with ongoing assessment during
workshops and for rehearsal logs / diaries

Throughout the course, there are opportunities for theatre visits & performances (e.g. Lyric
off-stage choices, Shakespeare Schools’ Festival, Blood Brothers)
Summary

Performing Arts develop many key skills such as communication, team-working and
creativity. Much of the work is performance based rather than written and marks are given
to performance and practical ability making it a very hands-on course.

Subject: French
Qualification / Level: GCSE
Exam board: EDEXCEL
Syllabus: Edexcel GCSE 2016
Subject Leader: Ms Bristow
Why study this
subject?

As part of the GCSE students will be exposed to a range of language with a real world
focus such as role plays, short literary extracts and spoken advertisements. This will
allow students to gain an insight into not only the language but the culture of French
speaking countries. GCSE French also allows for the development of a number of
transferable skills such as language analysis in written and spoken forms,
communication skills and confidence in speaking.

How can this
subject prepare
me for a career?

In an increasingly globalised society, more and more jobs on a range of career paths place
a high value on language skills amongst their employees since they are able to easily
communicate with partners in other countries. By learning French, you will be enriching
your CV for the future regardless of your career path.

What do we
study?

The curriculum is divided into several units according to the following GCSE themes:
Identity and Culture, Local Area, Holiday and Travel, School, Future aspirations, study and
work and International and global dimension.

What qualities
and skills are
needed?

Students with a genuine interest in the French language and French speaking countries
should consider taking the course.
In learning French from Year 7, students have been exposed to much of the grammar and
vocabulary at KS3 and will be well prepared to start a GCSE course.
Students are assessed by 100% exams at GCSE. All skills are evenly weighted and exams are
in Foundation and Higher tier. Practice exams will take place throughout the two years to
monitor progress and to ensure that your daughter completes the most appropriate exam
tier.

How is this subject
assessed?

Speaking: 25%

Speaking is assessed with one exam towards the end of Year 11,
conducted by the student’s class teacher.
These will include a short role play, questions on an unseen image
and conversation on a topic selected by the student.

Writing: 25%

Speaking is assessed with one exam at the end of Year 11.
There are extended written response answers and some English to
French translation.

Reading: 25%

Reading is assessed in one exam at the end of Year 11.
There are comprehension and some French to English translation.

Listening: 25%

Summary

Listening is assessed in one exam at the end of Y11.
There are comprehension questions and all responses are in
English
A GCSE in languages is highly regarded by a number of universities and in many careers
around the world. You are able to transfer the language skills that you learn to many other

subject areas, such as reading French language accounts of the First World War, reading
the research carried out by Marie Curie in science, understanding some of the most
famous stories around the world such as ‘The Three Musketeers’. You could, like J.K.
Rowling, even write a series of best-selling novels (she has a degree in French and Classics).

Subject: History
Qualification / Level: GCSE
Exam board: Edexcel
Syllabus: GCSE (9-1) History
Subject Leader: Ms Elcock
Why study this
subject?

History is a fascinating and academic discipline, which values students’ grasp of both
knowledge and skills. It is regarded very highly by universities and employers as it allows
students to be analytical, to debate with others and to understand the past through a
variety of lenses and to consider political, economic and social change, over the years.
As well as being a highly respected subject academically, on a more personal level, it allows
students to gain a deeper understanding of world that we live in today.

How can this
subject prepare
me for a career?

History students are required to carry out in depth analysis of evidence and learn the skills
to argue a case. It is seen as a facilitating subject that can lead to a diverse range of careers
from law and the media to accountancy and business.

What do we
study?

Paper 1: Thematic study and historic environment
● Crime and Punishment in Britain, c1000 - present
● Whitechapel, c1870 - c1900: crime, policing and the inner city
Paper 2: Period study and British depth study
● Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941 - 91
● Early Elizabethan England, 1558 - 88
Paper 3: Modern depth study
● Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918 - 39

What qualities
and skills are
needed?

You need to be interested in people, places and events in the past and how they have
shaped the modern world.
You must be hard working and enjoy debating the strengths and weaknesses of historical
theories.
The most successful student in History has the ability to listen and engage with their peers
and communicate their ideas with clarity and respect.
As History is a Humanities subject there will be essay writing, so good literacy skills and the
ability to write clearly is important.

How is this subject
assessed?

Written work is assessed regularly by the subject teacher.
In Year 10 students will complete Paper 1 topics and one topic from Paper 2.
In Year 11 students will complete a second topic from Paper 2 and the Paper 3 topic
followed by the GCSE examinations at the end of Year 11.

Summary

GCSE History is respected; much appreciated and gives a fascinating insight into modern
society. This course helps students to understand how humanity has changed over time
and challenges young people to develop a more complex understanding of the world today
through their understanding of the past.

Subject: Computer Science
Qualification / Level: GCSE Level 1/2
Exam board: EDEXCEL
Syllabus: GCSE (9 - 1)
Subject Leader: Ms Lawes
Why study this
subject?

It’s no exaggeration to say the world runs on computers. They are everywhere: in
homes, schools and offices but not just in the way you think. They are also embedded in
all sorts of machines. Computers control airplanes, chemical plants, send rockets to
space, control the central heating and make sure your Mum’s car runs efficiently. As
new things are developed, the world needs more and more people to research new
ways of using computers to do the things they want.

How can this
subject prepare
me for a career?

You have grown up in a world where technology is evolving rapidly, creating new
subject areas to explore and changing the way people work in every area from medicine
and fashion to engineering and economics. So whatever your career plans, you know
it’s vital to develop your grasp of these ideas and concepts that will shape your world.
●
More than 90% of all new jobs require basic internet skills
●
92% of all job vacancies require candidates with IT/Computing skills
●
At the end of 2015 there were more advertised vacancies for IT professionals
than there were candidates to fill them
●
We live in a digital technological age – you need to understand it and to be able
to use it to its full advantage if you want to succeed

What do we
study?

Topic 1 - Problem Solving - Students develop a set of computational thinking skills that
enable them to understand how computer systems work.
Topic 2: Programming - Students develop skills in designing, reading, writing and
debugging programs. They then apply these skills to solve real problems and produce
robust programs.
Topic 3: Data - Students learn how different types of data are represented in a
computer.
Topic 4: Computers - Students learn about the hardware and software components
that make up a computer system and recognise that computers take many forms from
embedded microprocessors to distributed clouds.
Topic 5: Communication and the internet - Students learn about the key principles
behind the organisation of computer networks.
Topic 6: The bigger Picture - Students learn about the influence of computing
technology and how computing has had an impact on nearly every aspect of the world
in which they live.

What qualities and
skills are needed?

An interest in digital technology, how computers work and computer programming.
You’ve got to be able to think logically, solve puzzles and be tenacious when the going
gets tough. You will also need to be creative and enjoy the satisfaction of creating

How is this subject
assessed?

programming code and making things work.
A desire to succeed.
Component 1 - Written examination: 1 hour and 40 minutes - 40% of the qualification 80 marks. This paper consists of multiple-choice, short open response, open response
and extended open response answer questions.
Component 2 - Written examination: 2 hours - 40% of the qualification - 80 marks. This
paper is based on a scenario. It consists of short open response; open response and
extended open-response answer questions.

Summary

Component 3 - Non-examined assessment: 20 hours - 20% of the qualification - 60
marks. The project is set by Pearson, but is Internally assessed and externally
moderated. The assessment is carried out at a computer under supervision.
● Students produce computer program and a report on the development of their
project.
In a nutshell, GCSE Computer Science explores the principles of digital technology and
way of working that’s called ‘computational thinking’, with coding as a core of the
course. The skills you learn will be of enormous benefit in lots of your other subjects.
Nicholas Negroponte – a famous man whose ‘One Laptop per Child’ project is trying to
get computers to children in the developing world once said, “Computer programming
is a powerful tool for children to ‘learn learning,’ that is, to learn the skills of thinking
and problem solving… Children who engage in programming transfer that kind of
learning to other things.”

Subject: Media
Qualification: GCSE
Exam board: AQA
Subject Leader: Mr Kennedy
Why study this
subject?

The media is extremely important in today’s ever-changing world; in this course, we look at
the way newspapers, films and television programmes are made and promoted to a wider
audience. We explore the way society relates to these texts as well as the technical aspects.
If you are interested in working in the media, this GCSE is a useful introduction to some key
ideas. It can also support your study of English as many of the key skills overlap (and the
subject is taught by English teachers!)

How can this
subject prepare
me for a career?

The subject provides an excellent overview for anyone interested in working in the media:
television, film, advertising or newspapers. The practical film-making element is also an
excellent introduction for anyone considering a career in this area.

What do we
study?*

In Year 10, we study Newspaper Front Pages and Advertising, as well as starting to plan for
the TV documentary project that continues in Year 11. The exam is also in Year 11 and is on
a media topic chosen by the exam board (Serial TV drama).

What qualities
and skills are
needed?

The main skill is the ability to analyse, making connections between media texts and the
audience they are aimed at. However there is also a creative, design based element in
developing students’ own media texts. Students will need at least a Level 5 in English and
ideally be at Level 6 or above.

How is this
subject assessed?
*

The assessed work in Year 10 mainly consists of written Controlled Assessments, which
take place at the end of each unit. The students will complete 30% of the GCSE this year
and complete some planning work which will help them prepare for Year 11. The final
exam in Y11 is worth 60% of the final grade.

Summary

GCSE Media involves an interesting combination of creative and analytical skills, as well as
looking at texts that are relevant and up-to-date.

*Length and number of assessments have not been confirmed by the exam board. All the information above is
subject to qualification and exam board confirmation and accreditation.

Subject: Music
Qualification / Level: GCSE
Exam board: OCR
Syllabus: Music GCSE
Subject Leader: Miss Dale
Why study this
subject?

The GCSE Music course builds on the skills of Performance, Composition and Listening
skills taught lower in the school. This is a fantastic practical course which introduces you to
many styles and traditions of music. Students are encouraged to develop their creative
skills through completing a range of compositional tasks in different styles practically.

How can this
subject prepare
me for a career?

This subject can give you a great mix of social, technical and business skills, which can all
help in acquiring the skills for employability. Music helps you build your problem solving,
research, planning, analytical and critical thinking skills, as well as developing your
creativity.

What do we
study?

The OCR syllabus places greater emphasis on the PRACTICAL aspects of music and greater
choice of independent study. There are 3 areas:
1. Performing (30%):
Working with your instrumental teachers, you will prepare for two performances
in any style or genre. You will have the opportunity to perform in bands and
ensembles.
2. Composing (30%)
You will need to create two compositions using ICT (Garage Band, Cubase or
Sibelius).
3. Listening (40%)
● Conventions of Pop music and solo artists(Rock, Rock n Roll, Hip Hop, RnB)
● World Music (Caribbean, African & Indian)
● Western Music
● Film Music
We have covered lots of these topics at KS3 so you will start the course with a good
knowledge and experience.

What qualities
and skills are
needed?

How is this
subject assessed?

●
●
●
●

A love for music.
An open ear to the diverse styles and genres of music from around the world.
A ‘can do’ and ‘have a go’ attitude.
Instrumental and musical skills.

Performing

30%

Composing

30%

Performance on the learner’s chosen instrument and a group
performance.
You will use ICT to create two pieces of music.

Listening

40%

Assessed by an exam at the end of year 11

You will also be helped with the practical work by our visiting instrumental teachers
providing more one-to one teaching.
There are lots of opportunities to visit a variety of music concerts and music venues in
London.
Summary

Music is an engaging subject which develops many transferable skills. It will
enable you to practically study the music you like and introduce you to new genres. You
will get lots of opportunities to perform as a group and play a variety of instruments
working within a supportive environment.

Subject: Product Design
Qualification: GCSE
Exam board: AQA
Syllabus: 4555
Subject Leader: Mr Petchey
Why study this
subject?

Product Design shows further educational providers and employers that you can think
differently and apply problem solving skills which are unique to all other GCSE’s. A
GCSE in Product Design will equip you with a variety of design and making skills
granting an excellent pathway into further educational design qualifications. Graphic
Design, Photography, Art, Engineering, Construction, Media, Game Design,
Architecture and of course Product Design are all subjects which can be accessed at
BTEC, A’s and A level with successful completion of the GCSE. Student will leave the
GCSE with a substantial practical outcome and importantly, a professional portfolio of
work to take to future interview.

How can this subject
prepare me for a
career?

Students complete self-initiated design briefs with the goal of solving existing, real, design
problems. From hand drawn visual communication skills to prototype modelling,
Computer Aided Design (CAD) and Computer Aided Manufacture (CAM) the course is
varied in skill sets which are developed and learned. The course also encourages practical
knowledge within the context of workshop tools equipment and processes, whilst also
giving students the opportunity to learn about existing and new developments in
materials and their application. In keeping with modern industry requirements students
develop their knowledge and understanding of environmental issues within design and
the importance of sustainability being imbedded within the design process.

What do we study?

Students are encouraged to be innovative and explore the problem solving through a
range of design techniques which recognise the needs of industry. You learn design skills
which are appropriate for a life/career in design industries, not just for the purpose of the
course.

What qualities and
skills are needed?

Students should dare to be different within Product Design! Challenge the normal and be
creative in your design. Always come to lessons with an open mind and be ready to learn
new skills to create original product designs.

How is this subject
assessed?

All students will evidence their work within a portfolio amounting to 30% of their overall
mark. A student made practical outcome will award a further 30% of their mark and
together will combine to a 60% coursework mark. The final written examination within
the subject is 40% of the overall GCSE.

Subject: Psychology
Qualification: GCSE
Exam board: AQA
Syllabus: B657
Subject Leader: Ms Grainger
Why study this
subject?

Psychology provides you with a sound understanding of the methods and approaches in
Psychology at an introductory level. During the course you will develop your
investigation and report writing skills. This subject also prepares you for studying at
college and University by developing your analytical and critical thinking skills.

How can this
subject prepare
me for a career?

Not only would this prepare your for the obvious career of being a Psychologist - it is also
a Science and is highly regarded by universities. The skills it develops - rationalising,
logic, the ability to structure and present a debate would benefit you in any career. It is
also helps you understand and work with people.
During the course you will learn about how your memory works and be able to explain why
people forget. You will also learn different methods for improving memory which will help
you with revision. You will study different types of communication and how body language
can influence the message you want to send.
We investigate theories of personality development and look at the formation and
treatment of personality disorders, the impact of stereotyping on behaviour as well as how
Psychologists carry out their research in the real world.
* Specification not confirmed by exam board

What do we
study?

What qualities
and skills are
needed?

You need to enjoy science because we use scientific methods to research people’s
behaviour. You must be interested in how people behave and enjoy looking at how other
people have investigated the topics we study.
You must be hard working and enjoy debating the strengths and weaknesses of scientific
research.
To study Psychology you must have a minimum of Level 6 in English and Maths

How is this
subject assessed?

This subject will be assessed at the end of year 11 by two exams.

Summary

* Length and number of assessments have not been confirmed by the exam board. There is
currently no coursework.
This is a really exciting subject to choose if you are interested in why people behave in the
way that they do and offers you good preparation for Advanced levels. It will also help you
with any kind of job where you have to work with people.

Subject: Physical Education
Qualification / Level: GCSE
Exam board: Edexcel
Subject Leader: Ms Mason/Ms Wilson
Why study this
subject?

In GCSE Physical Education pupils will have a one theory lesson and one double practical
lesson each week and will develop and apply their knowledge, skills and understanding of
physical education linking the theory and practical together.

How can this
subject prepare
me for a career?

GCSE PE can provide a pathway for those wishing to work in the sports world, leisure
industry, teaching, fitness industry and physiotherapy.
GCSE PE is useful to those wishing to go into Further Education to study courses such as ‘A’
Level PE, Sports Science, Leisure and Tourism, Sport and Recreation.
They will develop their knowledge and understanding of the different factors that affect
participation and performance. Pupils will gain an understanding of the role of rules and
conventions in selected activities. They will promote their understanding of the health
benefits and risks associated with taking part in physical activity. Pupils will develop the
skills necessary to analyse and improve performance and they will support their personal
and social development through adopting different roles in selected activities when
working with others.
Theory Topics include: Fitness, Health and performance, Skeletal system, cardiovascular
system, muscular system, respiratory system, biomechanics system.
You will study 3 sports and will complete one piece of coursework which is a personal
exercise program.
● Level 6b or above in PE or in their 3 activities they will be assessed in.
● Level 6b or above in Science
● Participate at least once a week in Sport outside of curriculum time
● Always have your full PE kit for lesson
● Be a confident performer and be committed to doing extra-curricular activities in
sport each week. Attendance at one club per week is compulsory.
● Apply to be a sports leader would be an advantage.
There will be three types of assessment:

What do we
study?

What qualities and
skills are needed?

How is this subject
assessed?

Method of Assessment – Theory
2 Written examinations: One is 1 hour 45 minutes and one is 1 hour 30 minutes.
Details of Assessment: Multiple choice questions, short answer questions and long answer
questions (9 points).
Weighting – 60%.
Method of Assessment – Practical
Practical assessment in three activities: One individual sport and two team sports. 30%
Coursework: Personal exercise program 10%
Details of Assessment: completed during the course and at after school at extra-curricular
clubs. An external examiner will come in and assess your performance.
Summary

This course is excellent for students who have a passion for Sport and Science. Students
should currently play for school sports teams and or play for teams outside of school.
Students should have a passion for science and want to learn about the science behind the
sport. This is important as the majority of the course is theory work not practical.

Subject: Spanish
Qualification / Level: GCSE
Exam board: EDEXCEL
Syllabus: Edexcel GCSE 2016
Subject Leader: Ms Moretuzzo
Why study this
subject?

We live in a multilingual world, and English is simply not enough anymore.
Spanish is spoken by at least an estimated 350 million people around the world and is
currently the 2nd most commonly spoken language worldwide. Spanish is a fun, friendly
language and the key to some of the most world’s most exciting cultures.
Many employers as well as good universities are now demanding language skills from school
leavers. In addition, learning another language helps improve your literacy and enhances
your communication skills.

How can this
subject prepare
me for a career?

According to the National Centre for Languages “There is no doubt that speaking a foreign
language makes an individual more employable. A language will help you get a job, keep a
job, progress in a job and get a better job, even create your own job.”
Employers value transferrable skills which are developed by language learning. In addition,
if you are mad about Spanish you could think about a more specialised career as a
translator, an interpreter or a language teacher.

What do we
study?

The curriculum is divided into several units according to the following GCSE themes:
Identity and Culture, Local Area, Holiday and Travel, School, Future aspirations, study and
work and International and global dimension.

What qualities
and skills are
needed?

You should be interested in learning about life in other countries, and keen to communicate
with people all over the world.
You need to be up for a challenge and prepared to ‘have a go’ and keep trying even if you
make a mistake. Communication is key!
You should feel confident with the skills base you have acquired in Year 8 and 9, and
motivated to use those skills to take on the challenge of the GCSE course.

How is this subject
assessed?

All papers are set and marked by the exam board at the end of year 11. In addition a new 91 grading system is replacing the current A*-G. All papers for each skill are tiered into
Foundation or Higher. During the two years course, mock exams and exam skills preparation
will make sure you are well equipped for your final exams. The weight of each skill is
described below:
Speaking = 25%

The speaking exam takes place at the end of year 11 and consists in
a conversation with the student’s class teacher based on a role play,
or some questions based on a picture stimulus or alternatively
based on a topic chosen by the student.

Writing = 25%

Writing is assessed with a paper at the end of year 11, where
students will need to answer some open response questions and

complete a translation from English into Spanish.
Reading = 25%

Listening = 25%

Summary

Reading is assessed in one exam at the end of Y11 and will be based
on understanding written Spanish. One section of this paper
includes a translation passage from Spanish into English.

Listening is assessed in one exam at the end of Y11, where students
will respond to multiple-response and short-answer open response
questions based on a recording made by Spanish speakers.
Learning Spanish at GCSE will give you the competitive edge you need to follow your future
dreams, and may well take you to some amazing places along the way. ¡Venga, vamos!

Subject: Triple Science
Qualification: AQA GCSE Biology, Chemistry and Physics
Exam board: AQA
Syllabus: AQA Biology, Chemistry and Physics
Subject Leader: Ms Thorpe
Why study this
subject?

Triple science develops deeper understanding of all three Science disciplines and aimed
for students wanting to study A level sciences. The advantages of triple mean students
study science covering both wider and deeper knowledge which will benefit their A level
studies.

How can this
subject prepare
me for a career?
What do we
study?

Medicine, Pharmacy, Engineering, veterinary medicine, scientific research and the
pharmaceutical industry.

What qualities
and skills are
needed?

Students have been prepared during KS3 for the demands of GCSE science. Science often
requires teamwork, effective analytical skills and good communication skills. Students will
also need to have excellent maths skills to meet the mathematical demands of the course.
Students need to achieve at a least a level 6b to complete the demands of Triple science
GCSE!

How is this subject
assessed?

These exams make up 100% of the final grade. The terminal exams are taken in June 2018
There are two papers worth 50% for each GCSE and each exam is 1 hour and 45 minutes
each.

Summary

Triple science enables you to develop skills that can be really essential for a variety of
scientific careers including medicine, veterinary studies, Pharmacists and engineers.
Science helps you to develop research, problem solving and analytical skill, It helps to you
challenge ideas and show how you worked things out through logic and step-by-step
reasoning.

Students study Biology, Chemistry and physics each covering 3 periods a week per GCSE.
Students also have to undertake sixteen set practicals.
In Biology students will study- Cell Biology, Infection and response, Bioenergetics,
homeostasis and response, inheritance and ecology.
In Chemistry students will study; Atomic structure and the periodic table, bonding,
Chemical changes, energy changes, organic chemistry, chemistry and the atmosphere.
In Physics students study; Forces, waves, electricity, particle model of matter,
electromagnetism and atomic structure

2016-2018 Preference Sheet
Name: ______________________________________

Form: _______________________________________

You must: Read through the booklet very carefully. Find out as much as you can about each subject. Talk about the subject to
your parents/carers and teachers.
Please rank the subjects with your 5 choices.
1 for your first choice, 2 for your second choice, 3 for your third choice, 4 for your fourth choice and 5 for your fifth choice.
You will be allocated 3 preference subjects. Think carefully about your choices, as you are not guaranteed to get all your choices.
Subject

Choice Ranking

GCSE ART AND DESIGN
BTEC BUSINESS
GCSE COMPUTER SCIENCE
BTEC CONSTRUCTION
EXTRA ENGLISH AND MATHS
GCSE FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION
GCSE FRENCH
GCSE GEOGRAPHY
BTEC HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE
GCSE HISTORY
GCSE MEDIA
GCSE MUSIC
BTEC PERFORMING ARTS
GCSE PHYSICAL EDUCATION
GCSE PRODUCT DESIGN
GCSE PSYCHOLOGY
GCSE SPANISH
GCSE TRIPLE SCIENCE
Subjects highlighted in Yellow will be taught at the Studio School. In order to select these preferences you must select 2 – BTEC
Business + either BTEC Construction or BTEC Performing Arts
I agree to my daughter/ward choices:
Signed: ________________________________________

Date: ___________________________________________

Please return to Mrs England in the visitor reception by the 21st March 2016.

Fulham Cross Girls’ School reserves the right to amend any details herein.
Please be aware that whilst we will endeavour to provide the courses on offer in this
booklet, we do reserve the right to amend or cancel courses that we feel are not viable due
to low take up by students, cost, or logistical problems. We also have to work within
changes which occur nationally, and strive to provide the best opportunities for our
students.

