
The Coordinating Council of 
Alabama CBF voted unanimously 
on Thursday, November 8 
to approve Rev. Terri Byrd, 
Associate Coordinator for 
ALCBF, as its fourth fulltime 
Coordinator effective December 
1, 2013. Rev. Byrd has served 
as the organization’s Associate 
Coordinator for Congregational 

Life since November of 2009. She previously has served as a 
minister at various churches in the areas of worship leadership 
and student ministry. Most recently she also served as interim 
pastor of Crosscreek Baptist Church in Pelham, Alabama. She 
received her undergraduate degree from Mercer University 
and her Master of Theological Studies from Beeson Divinity 
School of Samford University in Birmingham, Alabama. Rev. 
Byrd will serve as the organization’s first female coordinator.

 
Rev. Byrd is married to Rev. Paul Byrd, a pediatric chaplain 

at Children’s of Alabama in Birmingham, and they have two 
children, Turner and Evann, both college students.

 
Dr. Gary Furr, moderator of the ALCBF coordinating council 

and chair of the search committee commented, “Terri believes 
in our mission, meets everyone as a friend and colleague, 
and has exhibited leadership skills during this interim time 
which give us confidence that she will do a wonderful job. 
My assessment is that Terri, with our support and voted 
confidence in her, will soar as a leader.”

 
Leigh Anne Armstrong, from Auburn First Baptist Church and 

a member both of the search committee and the coordinating 
council, added, “She is open to new ways of being church 
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Upcoming Events - 2014

Visit www.alabamacbf.org for more information 
or to register for any of these events. 

Find us on Facebook at /alabamacbf.

Subscribe to our bi-weekly enewsletter on our website.

This newsletter is published three times a year. All questions may be directed to Natalie Aho, natalie@alabamacbf.org. For story submissions, contact Natalie for 
requirements and newsletter deadlines. Receive our bi-monthly enewsletter by subscribing on our website or emailing Natalie Aho.

CBF National General Assembly
June 23-27, 2014
Atlanta, GA
Visit www.thefellowship.info/assembly for more.

Terri Byrd Named as Coordinator of ALCBF
in our state and is not bound to ‘what worked’ in the past. Terri 
relates especially well with young folk - certainly an asset for our 
organization. I look forward to all of us taking a bold step into our 
future together along with Terri.”

 
“In my dealings with Alabama CBF, one factor has been consistent: 

Terri Byrd. She has proven herself to be capable of being our state 
coordinator time after time. She approaches the work of AL CBF with 
humility and a deep, specific sense of calling that has impressed 
me,“ concluded Chris Thomas, pastor of First Baptist Williams in 
Jacksonville, AL. 

Terri responded, “I am honored and excited to continue this 
wonderful journey with Alabama CBF as the Coordinator.  It’s a 
blessing to be called to a job that I love and to be able to work with 
the amazing people of our Coordinating Council. I’m grateful for the 
partnership of the churches and individuals of Alabama CBF and 
look forward to working in ministry and mission together.”

  
Read more responses from the search committee on our website: 

www.alabamacbf.org. 

Commissioning Service for Rev. Terri Byrd

Sunday, January 5, 2014  ~  3:30 p.m.

Vestavia Hills Baptist Church 
Birmingham, AL

Join us in celebration as we affirm Rev. Byrd 
as our new Coordinator!

Holiday 2013

Helping Alabama Baptists work together in Christian missions and ministry.

Institute for Theological and Ministerial Studies
Beginning January 2014
Auburn, AL
See inside ad for more details.
Learn more and register on our website at www.alabamacbf.org.

OASIS: a spiritual retreat for CBF youth workers
February 18-21, 2014
Montreat Conference Center, Montreat, NC
Learn more at www.cbfymn.org

ALCBF Coordinating Council
January 25, 2014
Samford University, Birmingham, AL
9:30 am - 2:30 pm

Commissioning Service for Rev. Terri Byrd
January 5, 2014
Vestavia Hills Baptist Church, Birmingham, AL
3:30 pm
Learn more on our website at www.alabamacbf.org.

ChurchWorks Conference
February 24-26, 2014
First Baptist Church, Huntsville, AL
See inside ad. Learn more at www.thefellowship.info/
churchworks.

Ministers’ Gathering
January 23, 2014
Mountain Brook Baptist Church, Birmingham, AL
See inside ad for more details.
Learn more and register on our website at www.alabamacbf.org.
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Moderator
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Mary An Wilson
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Trinity Baptist, Madison
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Trinity Baptist, Madison
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Leigh Anne Armstrong
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Stan Breaux
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Gary Burton
Pintlala Baptist, Hope Hull

Amanda Cassity
Calvary Baptist, Tuscaloosa 

Ed Culpepper
First Baptist, Huntsville

Rod Davis
Baptist Ch of Covenant, Birmingham

Sandy Flynn
Shades Crest Baptist, Birmingham

Dixie Bearden Ford
Crosscreek Baptist, Pelham

Debbie McDaniel
First Baptist, Huntsville
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University Baptist, Montevallo
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Trinity Baptist, Madison

Alabama CBF is proud to announce the 2013-14 scholarship recipients of the Fisher and Caroline Humphreys 
Ministerial Scholarship Fund. This scholarship is awarded to students pursuing a graduate degree in a CBF 
partnership school, who have a connection to an Alabama CBF church, and are following the call of God upon 
their life in ministry. The coordinating council of ALCBF has named this scholarship in great appreciation of 
Dr. Fisher Humphreys, Professor of Divinity, Emeritus, Samford University, and his wife, Caroline, and for their 
lifelong investment in the theological training of ministers and love for Alabama CBF.

2013-14 Scholarship Recipients
• Rich Havard at McAfee School of Theology from Vestavia Hills Baptist Church 
• Matt Hester at McAfee School of Theology from Vestavia Hills Baptist Church 
• Meg Lacy at Candler School of Theology, Emory University from Baptist Church of the Covenant 
• Michael Lea at McAfee School of Theology from Brookwood Baptist Church 
• Chris Liles at Baptist Seminary of Kentucky from Crosscreek Baptist Church 
• Kristofer Roberts at Candler School of Theology, Emory University from Brookwood Baptist Church 

 

Fisher and Caroline Humphreys Scholarship Recipients

Financial Report through September 2013 from Treasurer, Hal Espy
General Fund:   $61,409.94
Designated Funds*:   $27,722.02
Total Funds:   $89,131.96

Coordinating Council Meeting
January 25, 2014 
Samford University
Birmingham, AL*Includes funds for disaster relief, Sowing 

Seeds of Hope, and scholarships

Budget To-Date:   $152,472.00
Income To-Date:   $130,904.24
Expenses To-Date:   $122,407.10
Gain/Loss To-Date:   $8,497.14

May you have the gift of faith, the blessing of hope & the peace of God’s love during this holiday season and always.

Support ALCBF. One hundred percent of undesignated gifts go to support the missions and ministries of Alabama CBF. 

It is hopeful that you will look intentionally as a church this budget season at your giving to CBF.  A suggested formula is 
to send 70% of your missions giving to CBF and 30% to Alabama CBF, but we are grateful for any gifts in any percentages. 

As always, thank you for your partnership with Alabama CBF and CBF.

A Season of Giving

The Fall Gathering of ALCBF was a great day - we were CHALLENGED by the “headwinds” blowing against the church 
by Dr. Bill Wilson. He encouraged pastors and church leaders to face the obstacles of our day as opportunities that ask 
for creative new thinking. Breakouts centered on themes of reconciliation and challenges in these times. Judge Helen 
Shores Lee INSPIRED us to persevere in the struggle for equality and human dignity for everyone by standing up and 
involving ourselves, not so much in partisan politics as meaningful civic participation. Our evening worship featured 
three of our SCHOLARSHIP recipients who are impressive young leaders who give us hope for the years ahead. Terri 
Byrd preached to us about our continuing call and having the openness to listen and follow as Peter did in meeting 
Cornelius - a marvelous way to end the day. Being together may be as important as anything else CBF does for us. 

Fall Gathering Report from the Moderator, Gary Furr

February 24 - 26, 2014
First Baptist Church
Huntsville, AL

CBF ChurchWorks Conference provides opportunities for ministers to discover new ideas 
and meet others who are also in vocational ministry. The conference combines worship 
and small group time into a setting where ministers deepen their understanding of their 
ministry and how it relates to their church environment. 

Whether you serve in a traditional church 
setting or create aspects of church in non-
traditional settings, come for a time of 
networking, renewal, fellowship and learning. 
The event is designed for young leaders and 
Christian educators of all ages.

Learn more and register at www.thefellowship.
info/churchworks.

Join Alabama CBF and McAfee School of Theology for a

Ministers’ Gathering
Mountain Brook Baptist Church  
Birmingham, AL 

Thursday, January 23 
9:00 a.m. - mid afternoon, including lunch

We’ll hear from Dr. Peter Rhea Jones, professor of New 
Testament and preaching, and Dr. Rob Nash, professor of 
missions and world religions.

Free registration at www.alabamacbf.org. 

Learn more about McAfee School of Theology at www.
theology.mercer.edu.

The Institute for Theological & Ministerial Studies

Educational classes in 
theological and ministerial 

studies for bi-vocational 
ministers and interested 

lay-persons of any Christian 
denomination

2014 classes will be held once a month from January - May in Auburn, AL. Schedule and location details 
coming soon. ITMS was launched by the Alabama Cooperative Baptist Fellowship and the Resource Center 
for Pastoral Excellence at Samford University. Learn more and register at www.alabamacbf.org/itms. 
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