
A Message from Ronnie Brewer, Former Coordinator:

“Inasmuch as I understand God’s will for my life right now, 
I feel led to offer you my resignation so that I might become 
pastor of the First Baptist Church of Bristol, Virginia, beginning 
August 1.

The past year or so has been a struggle for me in that I have 
felt extremely homesick for the community and work that I 
have known as a pastor. My time with ALCBF has been warmly 
received, and I hope and pray productive, but quite simply 
put, this homesickness, and I believe calling, leads me to this 
decision.

I believe this healthy community of Baptist churches and 
individuals is in good shape and will continue to grow into 
what ALCBF churches and members desire it to be.”

A Message from Gary Furr, ALCBF Moderator:

“This issue of our news finds us dealing with change 
in leadership. We received, reluctantly, Ronnie Brewer’s 
resignation as our State Coordinator after he was called by 
the First Baptist Church of Bristol, Virginia, to be their pastor. 
Our time with Ronnie’s leadership has been a good one. We 
have accomplished many things, and we are all grateful for 
Ronnie Brewer’s work. 

As Ronnie completes his time with us, the Coordinating 
Council is working to assure that the work goes forward 
smoothly. I proposed to our Council, and they voted 
unanimously - and enthusiastically I might add - that Terri 
Byrd be elected our Interim Coordinator. Terri is already in 
place, knows the work, and we will adjust her compensation 
during the interim.  
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Upcoming Events - 2013

Visit www.alabamacbf.org for more information 
or to register for any of these events. 

Find us on Facebook at /alabamacbf.

Subscribe to our bi-weekly enewsletter on our website.

This newsletter is published three times a year. All questions may be directed to Natalie Aho, natalie@alabamacbf.org. For story submissions, contact Natalie for 
requirements and newsletter deadlines. Receive our bi-monthly enewsletter by subscribing on our website or emailing Natalie Aho.

Fall Gathering
Thursday, October 24, 2013
Baptist Church of the Covenant, Birmingham, AL
View inside ad. Visit www.alabamacbf.org for more.

Headwinds Help Us Fly: See the Challenges of 21st 
Century Ministry as Opportunities
9:30 am - 2:00 pm
Pre-event conference for clergy and ministry lay-leaders.

ALCBF Coordinator Ronnie Brewer Resigns to Accept Pastorate
Keep us in your prayers as we meet this August. Our council is 

more important than ever. We will be called upon to carry forward 
our good work and work together to continue the good work. 

Meanwhile, I want to highlight what is the most important 
part of our work - our congregations. The Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship does not exist without its churches. It only exists to 
assist the churches to do God’s work together. Having, helping and 
strengthening our churches and partnerships is the most important 
work we can possibly do. Please, during this interim time, keep not 
only Terri and the Council in prayer, but all of our churches and their 
leadership.

Let’s move forward toward a great year ahead. Ronnie, thank you 
so much for serving us. We know you remain our friend, and we will 
continue to build on the work you began among us.

Finally, I cannot stress the importance of faithful giving during this 
time! Our budget struggles in the summer months, as all churches 
do. Please remember to keep our ministries in mind, give regularly 
if you can, and tell our churches about the many good works going 
on among us!” 

Consider a Summer Gift to ALCBF
Summer giving is often low for Alabama CBF. 
Please consider making a special donation by mailing 
a check to Alabama CBF, PO Box 919, Madison, AL, 
35758. 

We also now provide online giving on our website: 
www.alabamacbf.org. Please keep in mind that we do 
have to remove a small percentage fee for online gifts. 

Summer 2013

Helping Alabama Baptists work together in Christian missions and ministry.

Intentional Interim Ministry Training
September 16-20, 2013
VOA office, Mobile, AL
Through the Center for Congregational Health; Cost is $995.
This training equips interim pastors to lead a congregation through a 
systematic assessment of its pastoral needs and congregational goals 
prior to beginning the search for a new minister. 
Visit www.healthychurch.org for more information or to register.

Women in Ministry Day Retreat
Friday, September 27, 2013
Blue Spring Manor Bed and Breakfast, Vincent, AL
9:30 am - 2:30 pm; $30 includes lunch and program
Special guest: April Robinson, Minister to Students, Samford 
University
Learn more and register at www.alabamacbf.org

ALCBF Coordinating Council
August 17, 2013
Mountain Brook Baptist, Birmingham, AL
9:30 am - 2:30 pm

SelahVie
August 5-7, 2013
Camp Pinnacle, Clayton, GA
“Life is a Labyrinth”
End of summer CBF retreat for college & graduate students and other 
young adults. Registration: $150 per individual 
Visit www.thefellowship.info/selahvie to learn more & register.
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Dialysis Center Brings Help to Perry County by Terri Byrd

transportation, promoting tourism, recreational areas, and attracting 
retirees and desired economic development tools.   

Despite the challenges of being in rural Alabama, Frances Ford and 
the staff of Sowing Seeds of Hope have worked diligently to bring 
improvement in health care and economic development to Perry 
County.  “The new dialysis center not only helps patients receive care 
right here where they live,” said Ford. “But it also provides jobs.”

“Over 30 patients who have been traveling to other counties for 
dialysis, will now be able to be treated here and we even have a 
nephrologists who will be coming to Perry County to see patients 
and manage their care,” continued Ford.

“In addition,” agreed Mary Moore, a Sowing Seeds of Hope board 
member, “many of those patients had to pay for transportation 
to travel to other areas which was another burden added to their 
health care costs.” 

In January, Governor Robert Bentley dropped by an open house at 
the newly built DaVita Perry Dialysis Center in Marion.  “This center 
will make a big difference for many patients,” he said.  Governor 
Bentley also gave Frances Ford the Governors Accreditation Award 
for her diligence in bringing the center to Perry County. 

The residents of Perry County may not have a lot, but Sowing 
Seeds of Hope is offering progress, one step at a time.  “The center 
opened in early March,” said Ford. “And we already have 26 patients 
coming to the center.”

At a recent spring meeting, members of the 
Sowing Seeds of Hope board were celebrating 
the achievement of goals worked on for years.  
The board members of Sowing Seeds of Hope 
gathered around tables and congratulated 
executive director, Frances Ford, on the 
opening of the new DaVita Dialysis Center.

“Mrs. Ford has worked for years to get a 
dialysis center opened in Perry County,” said 
David Potts, president of Judson College. “And 
all of her hard work has finally paid off.”

“The CDC has said that Perry County has 
the highest number of diabetes based on 
population,” said Frances Ford. “We lead the 
nation in the number of diagnosed residents 
with diabetes.”

When Sowing Seeds of Hope was created 
over 10 years ago as a partnership between 
Perry County and Alabama CBF, health care 
was a part of its primary mission.  In fact, 
the mission statement reads: To improve 
the equality of living and working in Perry 
County by improving economic and human 
development through enhanced social 
agricultural markets, housing, health care, 

Financial Report through April 2013 from Treasurer, Hal Espy
General Fund:   $59,736.71
Designated Funds*:   $32,969.19
Total Funds:   $92,705.90

Coordinating Council Meeting
August 17, 2013 
Mountain Brook Baptist Church
Birmingham, AL*Includes Disaster Relief funds and Sowing 

Seeds of Hope funds.

Budget To-Date:   $67,765.33
Income To-Date:   $72,261.06
Expenses To-Date:   $65,437.15
Gain/Loss To-Date:   $6,823.91

The Cooperative Baptist Fellowship has ended their 22-year history with its Coordinating Council. At the 2013 General 
Assembly, they elected a new 16-member Governing Board and began three more leadership groups: an 18-member 
Ministries Council, a 15-member Missions Council and a 16-member Nominating Committee. Alabama churches have 
three representatives serving through these groups: Valerie Burton on the Nominating Committee, Doug Dortch on the 
Governing Board and Mike Oliver on the Missions Council. Consequently, Alabama CBF Coordinating Council members, 
Ed Culpepper and Amy Hatchett Sims, who were representatives to the national council will now simply be regular 
council members.

Changes for CBF Coordinating Council and ALCBF Coordinating Council

The Coordinating Council for Alabama CBF voted unanimously to rename our Ministerial Scholarship Fund the 
Fisher and Caroline Humphreys Ministerial Scholarship Fund. We are excited to offer this tribute to the Humphreys 
for seminary students who are connected to one of our Alabama CBF churches.

Few have ever given of themselves, believed in and supported theological education among Alabama CBF more 
than the Humphreys. Fisher has been a significant theological voice and advocate in our state and across Baptist life. 

Dr. Humphreys has worked, taught, and promoted theological training 
and modeled it in his life. He and Caroline have given their gifts of time and 
energy to CBF with positive and constant care. He has shaped generations 
of ministers, teachers, laity and missionaries to serve the Lord with love 
for the church, theological depth and personal integrity. Today we have a 
vibrant set of schools and ministers here in the state who are the product of 
their love, support, teaching, preaching and encouragement.

Your tax-deductible gifts will multiply through the life of a student and help 
them avoid crippling debt. This fund will wholly support aspiring ministers, 
teachers and missionaries to complete their theological education and 
serve the church according to their calling. We encourage you to give today.

Fisher and Carolina Humphreys Ministerial Scholarship Fund

Give:  
Mail a check to ALCBF, 

PO Box 919, Madison, AL, 35758, 
marked “Humphreys Ministerial 

Scholarships.”
Apply: 

Download our application or 
complete the online version at 

www.alabamacbf.org/scholarships. 
Applications for 2013-14 year due 
by September 1, 2013. Find further 

details on our website.

Alabama Baptist Women in Ministry 
Day Retreat

Blue Spring Manor Bed & Breakfast, Vincent, AL
Friday, September 27th,  9:30 am - 2:30 pm

“Perfectly Imperfect: Living Beautiful Stories with 
Broken Characters” with April Robinson, Minister to 
Students, Samford University

Cost: $30. Learn more & register at
 www.alabamacbf.org.

2013
Youth

More details and registration for our annual meeting can be found at www.alabamacbf.org.

ALCBF Fall Gathering

Don’t miss: 
• Breakout Sessions 
• Affinity Groups for pastors, youth, children and music ministers, and more
• Fellowship opportunities including dinner
• Evening Worship Service

and more!

Thursday, October 24, 2013
Baptist Church of the Covenant
Birmingham, AL

Clergy and ministry lay-leaders, join us for a pre-event conference 
with Bill Wilson, President, Center for Congregational Health.

Headwinds Help Us Fly: Seeing the Challenges of 
21st Century Ministry as Opportunities
9:30 am - 2:00 pm at BCOC - includes lunch - more details coming soon

Summit


