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PBS National Premiere
Monday, February 1, 2016 - 10pm/9C (check your local listings)

on PBS's Emmy Award-winning series, "Independent Lens"

Directed/Produced by Renee Tajima-Peña / Produced by Virginia Espino! 
!

Running time:  PBS version 54:00; Feature version 79:00 

Moon Canyon Films 
Renee Tajima-Peña 
nomasbebesmovie@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/
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Their lawsuit, +.4("1.:!97!K3"::"1./5!is an untold chapter in the history of reproductive rights.  In the 
lawsuit, the women .##&($ed!that their!("1%$!$'!<&.(!.!-%":4!"#!13.(./$&&4!3/4&(!$%&!83=(&0&!F'3($!
4&-"#"'/,!M'&!97!N.4&7!January 22 commemorates the 42nd anniversary of Roe v. Wade.
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CAST OF CHARACTERS 

LOS ANGELES COUNTY-USC MEDICAL CENTER (LAC+USC) is a public 
hospital located in the heart of the largely immigrant community 
of Los Angeles’s eastside.  The massive Beaux-Arts building looms 
over the surrounding neighborhoods.  The exterior was used as 
the setting for the popular soap opera “General Hospital.” We 
filmed in the old hospital buildings, which still stand but are now 
shuttered.  A new facility has been built nearby. At the time of the 
Madrigal v. Quilligan case, OB-GYN at the hospital was one of the 
world’s premiere research institutions in the field. 

THE MOTHERS 

CONSUELO HERMOSILLO is most comfortable cooking up exquisite 
dishes from her hometown of Vera Cruz, Mexico and today is the 
head chef for her son Oscar’s string of successful restaurants.  She 
has always fought on behalf of her children and her community.  
But in audio interviews recorded in the 1970s, it is clear the 
sterilization left her shaken and vulnerable.  

CAROLINA “MARIA” HURTADO is a feisty and funny woman who 
loves to dance, and who finds sly ways of subverting traditional 
boundaries inside and outside the home. Back in the day, she used 
to sneak out with her daughter to cruise Whittier Boulevard. She 
talks about her romance with her husband, SALVADOR, with a glint 
in her eye. The HURTADO’s valued family above all, but their plans 
were cut short. 

DOLORES MADRIGAL and her husband worked at factory jobs to 
save up for a house and family.  When her learned she was 
sterilized, DOLORES’S husband was not only angry at the hospital, 
he directed his accusations of betrayal at her. She was the lead 
plaintiff in the civil rights lawsuit, Madrigal v. Quilligan. 

MARIA FIGUEROA is a vivacious woman who raised her children on 
a hilly street in east Los Angeles.  She savored her peaceful 
routine.  When she was not at work, she was always with her kids.  
But when she discovered that she was sterilized at LAC+USC, her 
life and marriage took an unexpected turn.

ALSO FEATURED: Melvina Hernandez and Jovita Rivera, who were 
sterilized at LAC+USC. DOLORES MADRIGAL’s son, ORENCIO, who 
now works as a trucker; MARIA HURTADO’S husband Salvador, 
who worked in construction for the city, daughter Carol, a 
construction supervisor, and her son, Raul, an engineering 
inspector.   
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THE LAWYER 

ANTONIA HERNÁNDEZ migrated from Mexico as a child and grew up in 
east Los Angeles.  Her mother gave birth to her little sister at LAC
+USC.  Hernández was a 26-year-old UCLA Law School graduate,
working at the Los Angeles Center for Law & Justice, when she met
DR. ROSENFELD.  She and lead attorney, CHARLES NABARRETTE, who
was all of 29-years old, filed the landmark civil rights lawsuit Madrigal
v. Quilligan. HERNÁNDEZ went on to become President of the Mexican
American Legal Defense & Education Fund and is now the CEO of the
California Community Foundation.

ALSO FEATURED: Defense attorney for the doctors, Nancy Menzies 
Voessen and lead plaintiff’s attorney, Charles Nabarrette. 

THE DOCTORS 

DR. EDWARD JAMES QUILLIGAN was the esteemed and beloved head 
of the Women’s Hospital at LAC+USC when the sterilizations were 
taking place. Formerly the Chair of OB-GYN at  Yale,  QUILLLIGAN is 
preeminent in his field.  A pioneer of maternal fetal medicine, he is 
former president of the American Obstetrics and Gynecology Society. 
As a main defendant in the  Madrigal v. Quilligan lawsuit, he 
steadfastly denied that any improprieties took place.  

DR. BERNARD ROSENFELD was a young resident at LAC+USC when he 
began to suspect that Mexican immigrant women were being 
sterilized by tubal ligation without their consent. The grandson of a 
Torah scholar, DR. ROSENFELD felt it was his duty to speak up about 
the practice.  He risked his career in his relentless pursuit of justice, 
confronting DR. QUILLIGAN and doctors at LAC+USC, and secreting 
medical evidence to the young Mexican American lawyers who agreed 
to take the case.  A longtime advocate for women’s reproductive 
choice, DR. ROSENFELD now has an OB-GYN practice in Texas, where 
he specializes in reversing tubal ligations and also continues to be an 
abortion provider. 

ALSO FEATURED: Defendant doctors Dr. Jerry Neumann and Dr. 
Michael Krietzer, Dr. Howard Blanchette, a former resident who 
trained under Dr. Quilligan, and Dr. Karen Benker, a medical student 
who testified against the doctors. 
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THE JOURNALIST 

FRANK CRUZ, was raised in an immigrant family in East Los Angeles.  He 
taught Chicano history before becoming the first Latino anchor on Los 
Angeles television news.  He was the only TV reporter to cover the 
Madrigal v. Quilligan trial. CRUZ went on to co-found Telemundo, and 
twice served as Chair of the Corporation for Public Broadcasting.  He is 
currently a member of the Board of Trustees of the University of 
Southern California. 

 THE ACTIVIST 

GLORIA MOLINA, the eldest of ten children grew up on the eastside.  She 
was a young legal secretary and president of the nascent feminist 
organization, Comisión Feminil, when the group signed on as class 
representatives for the Madrigal v. Quilligan suit.  MOLINA went on to a 
groundbreaking career in electoral politics.  She was the first woman 
elected to the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors.  As Supervisor, 
she implemented reforms at the hospital and oversaw the construction of 
a new LAC+USC facility. 

!
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H%&!F'00"$$&&!$'!S/4!8$&(":";.$'/!B<3#&!"#!*'(0&4!"/!Z&2!Y'(I!<)!Q(7!P&:&/!M'4("13&;E!
! H(".#!./4!O.$"/.!.-$"9"#$#7!
!
>?@^! ! Q':'(&#!+.4("1.:!"#!#$&(":";&4!<)!4'-$'(#!.$!$%&!OBFj68F!+&4"-.:!F&/$&(7!
!
>?@^! ! F'/#3&:'!P&(0'#"::'!"#!#$&(":";&4!<)!4'-$'(#!.$!$%&!OBFj68F!+&4"-.:!F&/$&(7!
!
>?@J! ! H%&!E+0!F3:%4%0!#-)%0!(3/#!.!*('/$E=.1&!#$'()!.::&1"/1!4'-$'(#!%.9&!=3#%&4!#&9&(.:!!
! ! +&,"-./!'("1"/!2'0&/!"/$'!3/2./$&4!#$&(":";.$"'/#!.$!$%&!OBFj68F!+&4"-.:!F&/$&(!!
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! ! 2"$%'3$!$%&"(!*3::!I/'2:&41&!'(!"/*'(0&4!-'/#&/$7!!
!
>?@J! ! P3/4(&4#!0.(-%!*('0!.!:'-.:!=.(I!$'!OBFj68F!+&4"-.:!F&/$&(!$'!=('$&#$!$%&!!
! ! #$&(":";.$"'/#!$%&(&7!
!
>?@a! ! H%&!A(6.-:(4!,1!G8-44-:(3!:.2#3"$!"#!*":&4!"/!*&4&(.:!-'3($!"/!O'#!B/1&:&#!<)!F%.(:&#!!
! ! Z.<.((&$$&5!B/$'/".!P&(/./4&;!./4!X&'(1"/.!H'((&#EM";I!'*!$%&!O'#!B/1&:&#!F&/$&(!*'(!!
! ! O.2!./4!V3#$"-&5!2"$%!.##"#$./-&!*('0!V'#&=%!O&9"/!./4!F%.(:&#!B<&(/.$%)!'*!$%&!!
! ! 8'3$%&(/!c'9&($)!O.2!F&/$&(7!
!
>?@f! ! U&4&(.:!G341&!V&##&!N"::".0!F3($"#5!V(7!4&:"9&(#!.!9&(4"-$!"/!A(6.-:(4!,1!G8-44-:(3!$(".:7!
!
>?@?! ! H%&!6787!Q&=.($0&/$!'*!P&.:$%5!S43-.$"'/!./4!N&:*.(&!"0=:&0&/$#!/&2!13"4&:"/&#!!
! ! *'(!#$&(":";.$"'/#!=&(*'(0&4!2"$%!=3<:"-!*3/4#7!
!
>?@?! F.:"*'(/".L#!#$.$&!#$&(":";.$"'/!:.2!"#!(&=&.:&4!"/!.!0&.#3(&!"/$('43-&4!<)!B##&0<:)0./!

B($!H'((&#7!!H'((&#!(&=(&#&/$#!S.#$!O'#!B/1&:&#!/&"1%<'(%''4#!2%&(&!#&9&(.:!'*!$%&!
+.4("1.:!97!K3"::"1./!=:."/$"**#!:"9&7!
!

>??>! ! X:'(".!+':"/.5!*'(0&(!=(&#"4&/$!'*!F'0"#"k/!U&0"/":5!-:.##!(&=(&#&/$.$"9&#!'*!+.4("1.:!
! ! 97!K3"::"1./5!"#!$%&!*"(#$!2'0./!&:&-$&4!$'!$%&!O'#!B/1&:&#!F'3/$)!R'.(4!'*!83=&(9"#'(#7!
!
CAAA! ! U(./I!F(3;5!*'(0&(!_ZRF!(&='($&(!2%'!-'9&(&4!$%&!+.4("1.:!97!K3"::"1./!$(".:5!"#!!
! ! .=='"/$&4!$'!$%&!R'.(4!'*!H(3#$&&#!'*!68F7!
!
CAA^! ! H%&!8"#$&(8'/1!N'0&/!'*!F':'(!M&=('43-$"9&!V3#$"-&!F'::&-$"9&!"/$('43-&#!$%&!$&(0!

[M&=('43-$"9&!V3#$"-&5\!$%.$!"#5!$%&!("1%$!$'!%.9&!-%":4(&/5!/'$!%.9&!-%":4(&/5!./4!$'!
=.(&/$!$%&!-%":4(&/!'/&!4'&#!%.9&!"/!#.*&!./4!%&.:$%)!&/9"('/0&/$#!

!
CAAf! ! H%&!@JE)&.(E':4!F'3/$)!P'#="$.:!<3":4"/1!"#!#%3$!4'2/!./4!.!/&2!*.-":"$)!"#!'=&/&4!"/!"$#!!
! ! =:.-&7!
!
CAAD!l!CAAf! Z&.(:)!>aA!2'0&/!.(&!"0=('=&(:)!#$&(":";&4!2"$%!$3<.:!:"1.$"'/#!.$!F.:"*'(/".!#$.$&!

=("#'/#7!
!
CA>^! H%&!Z'($%!F.(':"/.!#$.$&!:&1"#:.$3(&!.==('9&#!m>A!0"::"'/!"/!-'0=&/#.$"'/!$'!./4!0&/!

2%'!2&(&!9"-$"0#!'*!&31&/"-#!#$&(":";.$"'/!<&$2&&/!>?C?!./4!>?@J!
!
CA>a! ! e"(1"/".!"#!$%&!#&-'/4!#$.$&!$'!.1(&&!$'!-'0=&/#.$&!9"-$"0#!'*!&31&/"-!#$&(":";.$"'/7!
!!
CA>a! ! i$!"#!4"#-:'#&4!$%.$!.!Z.#%9"::&5!H&//&##&&!=('#&-3$'(!%.#!0.4&!#$&(":";.$"'/!.!=.($!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!! ! '*!=:&.!/&1'$".$"'/#!*'(!2'0&/7!
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Director’s Statement#
!
i!*"(#$!%&.(4!.<'3$!$%&!#$'()!'*!$%&!#$&(":";.$"'/#!*('0!0)!/&"1%<'(5!%"#$'("./!e"(1"/".!S#="/'5!43("/1!.!
=:.)!4.$&!2%&/!'3(!I"4#!2&(&!$'44:&(#7!B#!$%&!-%":4(&/!=:.)&4!./4!2&!-%.$$&4!.<'3$!'3(!2'(I5!e"(1"/".!
4&#-("<&4!%&(!(&#&.(-%!'/!+&,"-./!B0&("-./!2'0&/!2%'!2&(&!#$&(":";&4!.$!$%&!O'#!B/1&:&#!-'3/$)!
%'#="$.:7!!P&(&!i!2.#5!.!/&2!0'$%&(!-'0=:&$&:)!&/$%(.::&4!2"$%!$%&!&,=&("&/-&!'*!=(&1/./-)!./4!
=.(&/$%''47!!N%&/!#%&!$':4!0&!$%&!#$'()5!"$!%"$!0&!"/!$%&!13$7!!!
!
H%&!%'#="$.:!"#!'/:)!.!*&2!0":&#!*('0!2%&(&!i!1(&2!3=!./4!#$"::!:"9&5!<3$!:"I&!0'#$!=&'=:&!iL9&!
&/-'3/$&(&4!#"/-&5!i!%.4!/&9&(!%&.(4!'*!$%&!#$&(":";.$"'/#7!!H%&!-.#&!%.4!<&&/!*'(1'$$&/5!./4!e"(1"/".!
4&9'$&4!03-%!'*!%&(!-.(&&(!$'!I&&="/1!"$!.:"9&7!!N&!4&-"4&4!$'!0.I&!.!*":0!./4!$.:I!$'!$%&!=&'=:&!2%'!
.-$3.::)!:"9&4!$%&!#$'()n!$%&!0'$%&(#5!$%&!4'-$'(#5!./4!.49'-.$&#!'/!<'$%!#"4&#!'*!$%&!:.2#3"$7!!B/4!2&!
2./$&4!$'!#&$!$%&!*":0!"/!$%&!$303:$3'3#!=:.-&!./4!$"0&!$%.$!2.#!O'#!B/1&:&#L#!&.#$#"4&!43("/1!$%&!
>?@A#5!.#!$%&!F%"-./'!./4!*&0"/"#$!0'9&0&/$#!2&(&!-'/9&(1"/17!!N&!2&(&!:3-I)!$'!*"/4!.(-%"9.:!*''$.1&!
<)!)'3/1!F%"-./'!*":00.I&(#!2%'!2&(&!-.=$3("/1!$%.$!%"#$'()!.#!"$!2.#!%.==&/"/15!./4!/&2#!(&='($#!
*('0!)'3/1!(&='($&(#!:"I&!U(./I!F(3;!2%'!"/#"#$&4!'/!-'9&("/1!$%&!-'003/"$)7!!!
!
i$!2.#!$%&!&(.!'*!M'&!97!N.4&!2%"-%5!*'(!1&/&(.$"'/#!'*!0"44:&!-:.##!2'0&/!:"I&!0)#&:*5!0&./$!$%&!("1%$!
$'!.<'($"'/7!!i!/&9&(!-'/#"4&(&4!i!2'3:4!&9&(!<&!4&/"&4!$%&!-%'"-&!$'!$(,%!.!<.<)7!!H'4.)!$%&(&!"#!.!
1('2"/1!(&=('43-$"9&!G3#$"-&!0'9&0&/$!$%.$!.(13&#!*'(!.!2'0./L#!-'/$(':!'9&(!$%&!*3::!(./1&!'*!%&(!
*&($":"$)o$%&!("1%$!$'!$&(0"/.$&!.!=(&1/./-)5!$'!%.9&!.!-%":45!./4!(."#&!$%.$!-%":4!"/!4"1/"$)7!!U'($)!)&.(#!
.1'5!$%&(&!2&(&!2'0&/!2%'!2&(&!$.:I"/1!.<'3$!(&=('43-$"9&!G3#$"-&!<3$!2&(&!2.)!.%&.4!'*!$%&"(!$"0&7!!
H%&)!3/4&(#$''4!$%.$!$%&"(!(.-&5!='9&($)5!./4!:&1.:!#$.$3#!&**&-$&4!2%&$%&(!'(!/'$!$%&)!%.4!./)!-%'"-&!
.$!.::7!!R3$!$%&"(!9'"-&#!2&(&!#%3/$&4!$'!$%&!0.(1"/#7!!H%.$!"#!$%&!#$'()!'*!$%&!2'0&/!'*!+.4("1.:!97!
K3"::"1./7!!!
!
B/)2%&(&!2&!*":0&4!'/!$%&!&.#$#"4&5!$%&!':4!-'3/$)!%'#="$.:!:''0&4!'9&(!$%&!:./4#-.=&7!!c&'=:&!'*!.!
-&($."/!.1&!I/'2!"$!.#!$%&!&,$&("'(!3#&4!*'(!$%&!#'.=!'=&(.5!X&/&(.:!P'#="$.:7!!H%&!<3":4"/1!"#!.::!<3$!
.<./4'/&45!<3$!#$"::!.!-':'##3#7!!N&!(&$3(/&4!$%&(&!$'!*":0!2"$%!+.(".!P3($.4'5!'/&!'*!$%&!=:."/$"**#!"/!
$%&!:.2#3"$7!!S0=$)!<.##"/&$#!./4!'=&(.$"/1!$.<:&#!#$"::!:"/1&(!"/!$%&!&0=$)!(''0#7!!i$!(&0"/4&4!0&!'*!.!
%.3/$"/15!/'$!:"I&!.!1%'#$!#$'()!'*!$%&!='=3:.(!"0.1"/.$"'/5!<3$!.!=:.-&!2%&(&!0&0'()!./4!%"#$'()!
-'::"4&7!!U'(!+(#7!P3($.4'5!$%&!&0=$)!0.$&(/"$)!2.(4!-'/G3(&4!$%&!"/*"/"$&!G')!'*!1"9"/1!<"($%5!<3$!.:#'!
3/#=&.I.<:&!:'##7!!i$!2.#!*"::&4!2"$%!$%&!=(&#&/-&!'*!.<#&/-&7!!
!
8/()93(5.:;3!"#!.!*":0!.<'3$!.!-"9":!("1%$#!:.2#3"$5!<3$!"$!"#!.:#'!.!*":0!.<'3$!$%&!0&./"/1!'*!$%.$!.<#&/-&!
"/!$%&!:"9&#!'*!$%&!0'$%&(#!2%'!2&(&!#$&(":";&4!.$!$%&!%'#="$.:7!N%&/!e"(1"/".!2('$&!.<'3$!$%&!-.#&!.#!.!
%"#$'("./5!#%&!I&=$!(&$3(/"/1!$'!$%&!"4&.!'*!0'$%&(%''4!.#!.!=':"$"-.:!=(.-$"-&7!!i/!$%&!>?@A#5!0."/#$(&.0!
*&0"/"#0!.##'-".$&4!0'$%&(%''4!2"$%!$(.4"$"'/!./4!#%.-I:&#!'*!$%&!=.#$7!!!S9&/!2%":&!0.I"/1!$%&!*":0!
$'4.)5!i!%&.(4!$%'#&!9'"-&#n!!N%)!%.9&!0'(&!-%":4(&/5!"#/L$!"$!%':4"/1!%&(!<.-I]!!F./!#%&!.**'(4!"$]!!F./!
#'-"&$)!.**'(4!$%&#&!-%":4(&/]!!R3$!.#!=:."/$"**!F'/#3&:'!P&(0'#"::'!#."4!#"0=:)5![i$L#!/'$!$%&"(!4&-"#"'/5!
"$L#!+8.!4&-"#"'/7\!
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!

About the Filmmakers 
#

#

<(-((#83=/93;>(?3@#>2"ABC(2DE/2(C6"27#H.G"0.Ec&d.!"#!./!B-.4&0)!B2.(4bE/'0"/.$&4!*":00.I&(5!
2%'#&!4"(&-$"/1!-(&4"$#!"/-:34&!H(4(,%.(!I-:$2(&5!.!('.4!0'9"&!"/*:3&/-&4!<)!$%&!/'9&:"#$!V3./!M3:*'5!
.<'3$!%&(!%3#<./4!B(0./4'!c&d.L#!G'3(/&)!$'!<("/1!%"#!0'$%&(L#!.#%&#!<.-I!$'!8'3$%!H&,.#p!"#$%!
A%J-'+!@*+.&7!+B!#$%!K%2!F)%.-'(30!#&("&#p!E(/+.!L+)%3p!@<(*%!A(35(3(.!g=&(*'(0./-&!./4!
"/#$.::.$"'/hp!$%&!83/4./-&!.2.(4E2"//"/1!A&!F)%.-'(111+.!I+3<!-B!M+8!E+,%!D866$(5!#$%!E(0*!D%(*!
A+,-%5!.!#&.(-%!*'(!$%&!R&.$!='&$#p!#$%!D%0*!I+*%4!+3!@<-6!N+25!/.((.$&4!<)!F%.(:&#!R3I'2#I"5!./4!L$+!
O-44%6!P-3'%3*!H$-3Q!!!P&(!*":0#!%.9&!=(&0"&(&4!.$!83/4./-&5!F.//&#5!8./!U(./-"#-'5!Z&2!Q"(&-$'(#qZ&2!
U":0#5!H'('/$'5!$%&!N%"$/&)!R"&//".:!./4!*&#$"9.:#!.('3/4!$%&!2'(:47!!B0'/1!%&(!%'/'(#!.(&!.!68B!
R('.4!U&::'2#%"=5!c&.<'4)!B2.(45!Q3='/$EF':30<".!B2.(45!B:=&($!B2.(4!"/!$%&!B($#5!iQB!B-%"&9&0&/$!
B2.(45!./4!.!X311&/%&"0!U&::'2#%"=7!!#
!
F/24/-/3#G&./-"@#>2"ABC(27#S#="/'!"#!.!%"#$'("./!.$!$%&!6FOB!F&/$&(!*'(!W(.:!P"#$'()!M&#&.(-%5!./4!%.#!
-'/43-$&4!'(.:!%"#$'("&#!2"$%!0.G'(!*"13(&#!"/!$%&!O.$"/.q'!-'003/"$)7!!P&(!(&#&.(-%!'/!-'&(-"9&!
#$&(":";.$"'/!.$!OBF+F!=('9"4&4!$%&!<.#"#!*'(!$%&!4'-30&/$.()!=('G&-$7!!P&(!(&#&.(-%!2.#!=3<:"#%&4!E(0!
R/.%.(0S!H$-'(3(!C+4-*-'0!+B!L+.<!(36!T()-4&5!&4"$&4!<)!e"-I"!O7!M3";5!./4!E(*-3(0!-3!*$%!U3-*%6!@*(*%0S!F!
I-0*+.-'(4!V3'&'4+>%6-(!./4!2.#!#3=='($&4!<)!$%&!N''4('2!N":#'/!Q"##&($.$"'/!X(./$!"/!N'0&/L#!
P&.:$%5!U'(4!Q"##&($.$"'/!U&::'2#%"=!*'(!+"/'("$"&#5!80"$%#'/"./!i/#$"$3$"'/!+"/'("$)!U&::'2#%"=5!
80"$%#'/"./!i/#$"$3$"'/!i/$&(E6/"9&(#"$)!c('1(.0!*'(!O.$"/'!M&#&.(-%!U&::'2#%"=5!./4!i(9"/&!U&::'2#%"=7!!
8%&!%.#!#&(9&4!'/!$%&!F.:"*'(/".!F'00"##"'/!*'(!8&,!S`3"$)5!./4!$%&!O'#!B/1&:&#!F%"-./'qO.$"/'!
S43-.$"'/!F'00"$$&&7!!
!
H"53--3#E(9(623I3&@#GA/6"27#Q&0&$(.I.#L#!-.(&&(!.#!.!4"(&-$'(!./4!&4"$'(!#=./#!'9&(!*'($)!)&.(#7!!P&(!
&4"$"/1!-(&4"$#!"/-:34&!$%&!#$%!L+.46!F''+.6-3:!*+!@%0()%!@*.%%*5!F3:%40!-3!*$%!W80*5!F)(364(S!F!
N%,+48*-+3!-3!T+8.!C(.*!I(.)+3&5!A(38%4!R'()>+S!X+6!-0!A&!H+YC-4+*5!./4!H.G"0.Ec&d.L#!*":0#5!H(4(,%.(!
I-:$2(&?!A&!Z+8.3%&!I+)%5![H%&!Z&2!B0&("-./#5\!A&!F)%.-'(5!./4!#$%!E(0*!D%(*!A+,-%7!!8%&!4"(&-$&4!
$%&!/&2!4'-30&/$.()!H.(5&!L-06+)5!-'E4"(&-$&4!./4!&4"$&4!$%&!D80!N-6%.0!U3-+3!2"$%!P.#I&::!N&,:&(5!
./4!2.#!.!4"(&-$'(!'/!@+)%!K86-*&!N%[8-.%65!./4!$%&!-:.##"-!4'-30&/$.("&#!L+)(3$+80%5!R8*!+B!
I-0*+.&S!#$%!A(<-3:!+B!Z86&!H$-'(:+90!W-33%.!C(.*&!./4!H%4%/.(*-+3!(*!D-:!@8.7!!
!
Aldo Velasco, Additional Editor:  Aldo Velasco is a filmmaker and playwright born in Guadalajara, Mexico.
He received his MFA in Film Production from the UCLA School of Theatre, Film and Television. His short
films have screened at the Sundance, SXSW, and Los Angeles Film Festivals, among others. His editing
credits include Chittagong, Janeane from Des Moines, and The People I've Slept With.  He directed and
edited two shorts for the Independent Television Service series "Futurestates," Excacerated and Tent City,
and co-directed the television movie Jungle to Jungle.

0:3BA/"#<"C53@#0/-(936"423.5(27##M'-%.!"#!.!9&$&(./!-"/&0.$'1(.=%&(!2%'#&!-(&4"$#!"/-:34&!O-3:6+)!
+B!@$(6+20!./4!N%>+.*%.+!g4"(&-$'(!R&(/.(4'!M3";h5!#$%!A%J-'(3!@8-*'(0%!g4"(&-$'(!H("#%.!r"**h5!I(.4-0*(0S!
F3!F)%.-'(3!Z+8.3%&!g4"(&-$'(!B:*(&4'!4&!e"::.h5!./4!4'-30&/$.("&#!*'(!4"(&-$'(!c%":"=!M'4("13&;5!N8/%3!
@(4(5(.S!A(3!-3!*$%!A-664%5!E(*-3+0!9\]5!D.+23!-0!*$%!K%2!X.%%3S!X%+.:%!E+>%5!(36!*$%!F)%.-'(3!W.%
()5!./4!E+0!F3:%4%0!K+27!!P&!2.#!.!-"/&0.$'1(.=%&(!'/!R&(/.(4'!M3";L#!#$%!F)%.-'(3!VJ>%.-%3'%S!N+/
%.*+!H4%)%3*%5!8)4/&)!c'::.-IL#!@<%*'$%0!+B!T.(3<!X%$.&5!./4!*&.$3(&!*":0#!#3-%!.#!Z+4%3%!./4!#$%!L$+4%!
L-6%!L+.46!g4"(&-$'(!Q./!i(&:./4h5!#$%!A(46+3(6+!A-.('4%!g4"(&-$'(!8.:0.!P.)&Ih!./4!C-'*8.%!D.-6%!
g4"(&-$'(!_.)'!P.$$.h7!M'-%.!.:#'!4"(&-$&4!$%&!4'-30&/$.()!#&("&#!H8-6(6%0!6%4!A%J-'+!F3*-[8+1!
!
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Kate Trumbull-LaValle, Associate Producer: Kate is a documentary filmmaker who is the director/
producer of a new film about the East Los Angeles Latina bicycle brigade, Ovarian Psycos, produced in 
association with ITVS. A graduate of the Social Documentation Program at UC Santa Cruz, she was 
formerly the Education & Youth Media Program Coordinator Education for the San Diego Media Arts 
Center, and Community Outreach Coordinator for the San Diego Latino Film Festival. Trumbull-LaValle is 
also assistant editor, archival researcher and community engagement director of No Más Bebés.

'2"-M(-#H"-(&@#0"9."&(27#R('/2&/!-'0='#&#!03#"-!*'(!4'-30&/$.()!*":0#5!"/43#$(".:#5!./4!=3<:"-!
#&(9"-&!.//'3/-&0&/$#!./4!.:#'!'(-%&#$(.$&#!*'(!*&.$3(&!*":0#7!8%&!%.#!(&-&"9&4!./!S00)!*'(!2("$"/1!
03#"-!*'(!$%&!B0&("-./!c3<:"-!H&:&9"#"'/!8&("&#!MN/-*(O-*%(O/(<#*.@M!./4!2.#!/'0"/.$&4!*'(!.!8'3$%!
S.#$!M&1"'/.:!S00)!*'(!%&(!#-'(&!'*!$%&!cR8!4'-30&/$.()!K$3&.*3(P'(K."1#4(5.#*$%,(Q$&%.33 for 
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and Pictures From the Old Country.  Bronwen has been orchestrator for Reinhold Heil and Johnny Klimek 
for 12 years.  Films include Perfume, Sophie Scholl, Iron-Jawed Angels, One Hour Photo, The Cave, One 
Missed Call and Anamorph.

Additional Music: William A. Garcia, a.k.a. Little Willie G of Thee Midnighters, Quetzal Flores, and 
Jimmy LaValle of Album Leaf.
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What	people	are	saying	about	No	Más	Bebés	

Katie	Walsh,	Indiewire:	
The	fight	for	reproductive	justice	is	a	fight	for	humanity,	a	fight	to	define	personal	worth	
through	the	ability	to	have	autonomy	over	one’s	body.	Documentary	“No	Mas	Bebes,"	directed	
by	Renee	Tajima-Peña,	is	a	beautiful	depiction	of	this,	and	a	definitive	reinserting	of	the	voices	
and	experiences	of	women	of	color	into	this	ongoing	struggle.	The	film	tells	the	shocking	story	of	
Latina	women	who	were	sterilized	without	informed	consent	at	the	LA	USC	Medical	Center	in	
the	late	‘60s	and	early	‘70s.	Often	women	were	forced	to	sign	papers	consenting	to	tubal	
ligation	while	they	were	in	active	labor,	and	given	forms	in	English	that	they	could	not	read.	
Many	of	these	women	were	having	complications	with	their	labor,	and	were	told	they	would	die	
if	they	didn’t	sign.	The	film	interviews	ten	Latina	women	who	sued	the	hospital	for	denying	their	
human	rights,	as	well	as	the	whistleblowing	doctor	who	brought	attention	to	the	issue,	and	their	
lawyer,	a	young	Latina	herself,	who	took	on	the	system	to	assert	these	women’s	rights.	This	
incredibly	moving	story	details	how	this	lawsuit	brought	about	regulatory	change	and	exposes	
this	all-too-recent	horrific	and	biased	practice.	These	women,	sterilized	against	their	consent	in	
their	early	20s	and	30s	demonstrate	incredible	strength	of	character	in	fighting	for	the	right	of	
all	women	to	choose	how	and	when	they	want	to	have	children.	

R.H.	Greene,	KPCC	
“…sterility	is	the	curse	chronicled	in	"No	Más	Bebés,"	a	shattering	new	documentary	from	
director	Rene	Tajima-Pena	that	unfolds	like	a	science	fiction	nightmare.		It's	the	early	1970s.	
Poor	women	all	over	America	check	into	charity	hospitals	to	give	birth.		They	return	to	their	
families	sterilized	and	baffled.	In	L.A.,	County-USC	Medical	Center	is	the	epicenter.	There	are	
suggestions	of	racism	in	the	court	case	that	follows:	Latinas	accusing	white	male	doctors	of	
sterilizing	them	against	their	will.	But	"No	Más	Bebés"	resists	using	its	real	doctors	as	stock	
movie	villains.	The	medical	men	are	allowed	their	point	of	view.	But	it's	also	quite	clear	where	
"No	Más	Bebés"	stands:	with	the	women	the	filmmaker	sees	as	real-world	heroes.”	

Vicki	L.	Ruiz	-	President,	American	Historical	Association;	Distinguished	Professor	of	History	
and	Chicano/Latino	Studies	at	University	of	California,	Irvine:	
Powerful	and	compelling,	No	Más	Bebés	reveals	the	tragic	story	of	sterilization	at	the	USC/Los	
Angeles	County	Medical	Center	during	the	1960s	and	70s.	For	the	first	time,	we	hear	from	
Mexican	American	women	who	bravely	filed	suit	and	learn	about	the	impact	that	sterilization	
had	on	their	lives.	One	cannot	help	but	fall	in	love	with	these	resilient,	beautiful	women	whose	
quiet	courage	drive	the	narrative.	The	film	provides	multiple	perspectives	from	the	women	
themselves,	their	attorney,	and	from	the	doctors	who	practiced	at	the	hospital,	especially	the	
intrepid	whistleblower.	Given	the	current	discourse	over	citizenship	and	“anchor	babies,”	this	
haunting	documentary	provides	critical	historical	context	for	understanding	the	resonance	of	
nativism	in	the	everyday	and	in	public	health.		
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