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GALI KRONENBERG

Gali Kronenberg is a writer, editor and book coach
with a talent for shepherding the ideas of storytellers and
visionaries from rough draft to publication. His gift for
mentoring writers has helped scores of clients publish
their nonfiction books, articles and memoirs. His clients’
books have sold for six-figures to Random House and
HarperCollins, were lauded in The New York Times and
ranked in Amazon’s Top 10 in the U.S. and Europe.
A former Los Angeles Times reporter and columnist, Gali has
developed, edited and ghostwritten memoirs, self-help books,
biographies, speeches, articles and op-eds for Prime Ministers, Fortune
500 CEOs, academics, therapists, and spiritual leaders.
After earning his MA at Columbia University, Gali worked as a
reporter at The San Diego Union and the Los Angeles Times. A versatile
writer, Gali has penned a keynote address for a CEO at Macworld in San
Francisco; a speech for a Prime Minister on the Balkan crisis for a
conference in Moscow; and books by spiritual leaders. He enjoys helping
visionaries translate their sophisticated or esoteric ideas into cogent and
compelling narratives that resonate with a broad audience.
Gali’s news instincts from working as a reporter and editor helped
him successfully pitch news and trend stories to The New York Times, Daily
Mail (U.K.) and Times Mirror syndicates, a skill he has drawn on to see his
clients’ work published or praised in The Wall Street Journal, The New York
Times, Los Angeles Times, CNN, South China Morning Post, Self, Glamour,
Redbook, Daily Mail and Daily Telegraph.
A former Mandarin Chinese and French interpreter, Gali possesses
a passion for language and storytelling. His worldview has been
broadened by living in China, India, France and Israel; editing books by
insightful authors; and interviews with billionaires and bigamists; CIA
agents and crack addicts; Nobel laureates and spiritual leaders.
Gali’s writing style draws on the best techniques of journalism,
screenwriting and fiction to pen stories that move and inspire.

Writing Experience
Writer | Editor | Book Coach | Ghostwriter, Santa Monica
Gali

Kronenberg

1725 Ocean Av.,
Suite 330
Santa Monica,
CA 90401
310 991.4254
bygali@me.com
MightyWordsLA.
com

2002 – present

Coauthored, edited and ghosted numerous nonfiction books, memoirs, op-eds, speeches,
blog posts and articles for visionaries and storytellers—CEOs, spiritual teachers,
therapists, physicians and politicians—which ran or earned praise in The New York
Times, The Wall Street Journal, Redbook, Huffington Post, Daily Mail, Self and Los
Angeles Times.
Ghostwrote the authorized biography of the former Prime Minister of Yugoslavia.
Interviewed more than 80 sources in Moscow, New York and Belgrade, including
European diplomats, Yugoslav politicians, a French Nobel laureate and the Soviet
representative to the U.N. Security Council.
Articulated the brand message and voice for companies and nonprofits, boosting their
public profiles via articles, op-eds, blog posts and columns.
Founded MightyWordsLA, a ghostwriting and editorial service. Hired and supervise a
freelance staff of talented screenwriters, novelists and journalists.
Ghostwrote the autobiography of a major American retail mogul.
Edited book proposals and books sold to Random House and HarperCollins
for six-figure advances.
Edited The Screenwriter’s Fairy Tale, Something Startling Happens and Queen of
the Oddballs, among other International Bestsellers.
Clients’ books lauded in The New York Times and ranked in Amazon Top 10.
Writing Manager, Ninth House Network, San Francisco

2000 – 2001

Recruited and supervised editorial staff and freelancers. Oversaw writing of interactive
course content on problem solving, decision making and strategic thinking.
Edited online corporate training courses by best-selling business authors/Ninth House
instructors Ken Blanchard, Tom Peters and Peter Senge.

Volunteer, Prasad Project, Ganeshpuri, India
		
1999 – 2000
Penned articles that boosted donations and awareness of this international charity’s
initiative to end cataract blindness.
Columnist/Staff Writer, Los Angeles Times, Los Angeles

1996 – 1998

Wrote weekly Tech Careers column for the Monday Business Section and the Los
Angeles Times Syndicate. Reported on the radical transformation of the workplace
unleashed by new technologies.
Penned stories about hucksters, migrant workers and spiritual seekers in pursuit of the
“California dream.”

Staff Writer, New York Times Regional Group, Florida and California 1992 – 1995
Award-winning reporter for NY Times-owned papers, The Sarasota Herald-Tribune
and Santa Barbara News-Press.
Penned investigative articles highlighting need for judicial, law enforcement and
civil rights reforms.
Profiled the rise and fall of public and private lives from a recently defeated President
George H.W. Bush to a grandmother on crack.
Gali Kronenberg resume, bygali@me.com				
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Reporter, The San Diego Union, San Diego		
Gali

Kronenberg

1990 - 1991

Broadened the scope of the paper’s news coverage with stories about Filipino,
Somali and Iranian immigrants; gay and lesbian seniors and ethnic Chinese gangs.
Wrote stories about Louis Farrakhan, the city’s multiethnic cabbies and soldiers
headed to fight in the Persian Gulf War.

Education

Columbia University, MS, Journalism, New York City, 1990
University of Michigan, BA, Chinese Language, History & Culture, Ann Arbor, 1982
Study Abroad

National Taiwan Normal University, Advanced Mandarin, Taipei, 1985 - 1986
Central Dramatics Institute, Chinese Theater, Beijing, 1983
Beijing University, Intermediate Mandarin, Beijing, 1982

Professional Highlights
Demonstrated news instincts to write and pitch news and trend stories to The New York
Times, Daily Mail (U.K.) and Times Mirror syndicates that then ran in the Washington
Post, Daily News, Boston Globe, Philadeplphia Inquirer, Los Angeles Times, Chicago
Tribune, Huffington Post, CNN, Daily Telegraph and South China Morning Post.
Wrote keynote speech for former Yugoslav Prime Minister Milan Panic on
Perspectives on the Balkan Crisis for a 2011 conference in Moscow.
Penned the keynote address for Adobe Systems Inc. CEO & Founder John Warnock
for a Macworld conference in San Francisco.
Worked as a Mandarin-to-French interpreter in the Le Monde Beijing bureau.
Taught weekly Writing Workshops that inspired adults and inner city youth to transform
self doubt, heartache and loss into revelatory and compelling stories.
Wrote press releases for Adobe Inc. announcing new versions of their best-selling
software: Photoshop, Illustrator and Acrobat.
Interviewed students and diplomats in Beijing, Hong Kong and U.S. following the June
4, 1989 protests and violence in Tiananmen Square for Chaos Under Heaven.
Wrote about painting, sculpture and time-based art for curators and artists exhibiting
work at Art Basel/Switzerland.
Met daily and weekly deadlines as a reporter and columnist for more than a decade.
Developed the ideas of visionaries in academia, business, psychology, medicine, tech,
politics and spirituality from abstract concepts into a cogent and compelling naratives.
Acted as a liaison/Mandarin interpreter for French firms seeking World Bank-funded
high-speed rail, energy and infrastructure projects in China.
Enlarged my worldview through living abroad in China, India, France and Israel;
editing the books of visionary clients; and interviews with billionaires and bigamists;
CIA agents and crack addicts; death row inmates and spiritual leaders.

Languages
Mandarin Chinese and French; proficient in Spanish and Hebrew.
Gali Kronenberg resume, bygali@me.com				
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2 Biography |

Frmr. Prime Minister of Yugoslavia

Ghostwritten by Gali Kronenberg
Excerpt | War  p. 53

    VOJVODINA,

SERBIA 1945

In a rain-soaked trench a few dozen kilometers south of the Fruska Gora range,
Milan shivers in the early morning hours, his thoughts black with foreboding. A smell
of sodden earth and sweat fill the deep rut he shares with a partisan comrade. Bojan is
incomprehensively asleep, one side of his face caked with mud from the trench’s earthen
wall.
Shells have been exploding for days. Milan’s exhaustion is so extreme, he wonders
if what he sees in the distance can be true or if it is a hallucination. Blinking, he stares
again, startled to alertness by the sight of a dozen German soldiers fleeing across an
open field in a desperate attempt to bound past Milan’s position to freedom. Two German
soldiers, fifty yards away, break away from a larger group and veer in his direction.
Kicking his comrade awake, Milan reaches for his rifle, his adrenaline pumping, his mind
reeling. The soldiers scream something in German as they run directly at them.
Milan fires, and then fires again. Round after round exit his rifle. Still discharging his
weapon, he realizes he is aiming at young men—boys his own age with mothers, perhaps
wives and children. His face is wet and he realizes he is crying. Crying and shooting.
Excerpt | Sports  p. 68        KITZBÜHEL,

AUSTRIA 1951

On the second stage of the Tour of Austria, the peloton is in a deep state of pain
and exhaustion. The scrum of cyclists race knuckle to knuckle. Panic drafts behind
the other riders, reducing the drag. He rides aggressively and doesn’t relinquish
his spot, though with downhill speeds of 50 mph there’s no margin for error. To a
spectator the peloton appears to cooperate like a flock of migrating birds flying in an
aerodynamic V-shape, but at any moment, one of the two dozen riders in the front
swarm may attack in an attempt to pull ahead and place first in that day’s stage.
At 5,000 feet the temperature drops, the wind kicks up and suddenly...
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Frmr. Prime Minister of Yugoslavia | Redemption

Ghostwritten by Gali Kronenberg
Excerpt | Science   p. 124

     PASADENA,

1961

Panic knew he and his emerging company were standing on the brink of a biological
revolution. He felt this as surely as he felt anything in his life. When he was growing
up, it was not uncommon for him to see quarantine signs that warned of polio, smallpox,
scarlet fever, measles, mumps, diphtheria, whooping cough and chicken pox. He had
witnessed a handful of deformed classmates hobbling from polio. He had even battled
measles and chicken pox himself, which seemed a sort of unsightly right of passage for
every girl and boy in his town. The rash of red bumps that spread over his entire body,
almost overnight, forced his mother to hide him in his bedroom, keeping him away from
his siblings and other school children, as was the common practice of all parents at the
time. “Don’t scratch,” his mother would urge him, but it was difficult for him to resist
raking his fingernails over the hundreds of bumps that vibrated with itchiness and begged
for instant relief..

Excerpt | Politics   p. 203

LONDON, AUGUST 26, 1992

Inside the Queen Elizabeth II Conference Center a frenetic team of assistants put the
finishing touches on the table that would in an hour’s time, bring together
the deadliest enemies of the Balkans for a stab at peace. The massive four-sided table
with rounded corners had been fashioned by hobbling together several dozen Foreign
Office desks. The finished product, a delicate diplomatic exercise in global table manners,
was yet another minute but sensitive matter the British hosts had addressed lest one of
the delegates take offense and walk out the talks before coming to the table. Even the
procession of cars arriving at the stately conference center was strictly controlled. The
hosts wished to ensure that say, Bosnian Serb leader, Dr. Radovan Karadzic, responsible
for the vile “ethnic cleansing” sweeping Bosnia-Herzegovina, didn’t arrive at the same
hour as that country’s president, Alija Izetbegovic.

3 Nonfiction |

Something Startling Happens

Editor: Gali Kronenberg

Both books ranked in the Top 10
for screenwriting on Amazon in
the U.S., U.K. and France.

—The Screenwriter’s Fairy Tale

“Gali possesses those crucial elements that make for a
brilliant editor: years of high-level experience; an ability
to spot what the tunnel-visioned writer misses; and the
talent to sharpen a book’s ideas, language and structure.
Those key ingredients guided The Screenwriter’s Fairy
Tale and Something Startling Happens from simple
projects on my laptop to international best-sellers. Thank
you, Gali!”
     —Todd Klick, author

4 Lifestyle Article
|
Why Deepak Chopra Meditates
5 Newspaper Profile
A Day in the Life of a Gopher

Los Angeles Tim es

The Calm Within

PA Chris Wayne
performs his role with
gusto. Granddad John
(yes, that one) also saw
hard work as a key to
success
By GALI KRONENBERG

Meditation helps two self-help celebs escape their personal rat races.
By GALI KRONENBERG

WYou
hen a door
on themillions
set of the NBC
"Donahue," "Leeza" and "Geraldo," also
It's gotta be tough.
make
television show "Wings" won't close, a
extols the virtues of sitting cross-legged
advising millions how
to
find
emotional
director bellows for a production
assistant to stand behind it and hold it
in
silent repose. "I'm absolutely certain
and spiritual health.
But
to
do
that,
you
shut. Chris Wayne leaps into action. He
braces
the
door
until
the
final
take,
that learning to be conscious and
rush from the set of "Oprah" in Chicago
literally propping up the props.
most menial task sound as critical as
completely
aware
where you are is the
to a book-signing inBut
Boston
thenAs a PA,
that's OK and
with Wayne.
last-minute
preparations
beforeof
a battle.
it's his job to hold things on the show
This may be genetic. After all, John
key to experiencing peace and joy in
back to Southern California
to mind
finish
together and to not
if no one thanks
Wayne was his grandfather.
him for fetching
a doughnut, copying a
But where
the actor
life,"
says
De vanquished
Angelis. She says she
what is sure to be another
bestseller.
script or taking a phone message.
outlaws with a six-shooter, Chris
wet nurse,
part coolie, PAs labor
meditates
every
day, not just when she is
So how do healthPart
guru
Deepak
pacifies
studio egos
with kindness.
under the belief that success in the
By 7 a.m., 29-year-old Wayne has run
under
stress.
Chopra and relationship
expert
industry rests
on theirBarbara
ability to provide
40
copies of
the day's call sheets, taken
writers with their Chinese takeout still
messages off the answering machine and
De Angelis--writers
whose
self-help
hot and the quickness with which they
made three calls to Graphic Services to
a bottle gross
of liquid paper to a
make certain that the day's scripts have
books, videos and provide
seminars
producer.
been delivered to Stage 19.
millions of dollars--balance
So on a recenttheir
Monday, it is no
Copies of the newspaper and the
surprise to find Wayne on the Paramount
trades are fetched. Phones are answered.
personal and professional
lives?
lot tidying Room 206 of the Wilder
And the weekly grocery store run is
Building at 6:10 a.m. Even on this, an
made to stock up on cookies, doughnuts
Meditation.
unusually early morning, Wayne isn't
and orange juice for the show's writers.
in until 6:30
But, as he
Chopra and De due
Angelis
saya.m.the
(The drug run to replenish supplies of
explains: "This way you're ahead of the
Advil, Motrin, Excedrin, Actifed,
practice allows them
to
slip
beneath
the
game. When someone asks you for
Sudafed, Tums, Maalox and Alka
something, you're ready to roll."
Seltzer for the writers' kitchen/pharmacy
noise of their thoughts
and
gain
access
to
Without sounding self-important,
is only once a month.)
Wayne
has a way
making even the
At noon, the temperature is an
an inner wisdom and
sense
ofofwellbeing. "Meditation is not about forcing
“There’s
no mathematical formula for balancing one’s life,” says
A Day in the Life of a Gopher by Gali
Kronenberg
your mind to be quiet," says Chopra.
"It
TV host Barbara De Angelis, who meditates daily.
is finding the quiet that's already there."
Both Chopra, the West's foremost
advocate of ayurveda, India's ancient
science of holistic medicine, and De
Angelis, the "love doctor" whose books
discuss relationships, intimacy and sex,
say they find refuge from their crammed
days by spending time in nature or at a
retreat.
Chopra, whose lecturing on mindbody healing keeps him on the road
away from his La Jolla home for half the
year, says he and his wife, Rita, recently
spent five days at a meditation retreat in
Costa Rica.
"We don't speak at the retreat," he
Deepak Chopra says meditation has
says.
"But instead of feeling more
helped him to know himself.
separate, my wife and I feel more
De Angelis, a former talk show host
connected--not only to each other but to
and regular guest on "Oprah,"
all of experience."
Why Deepak Chopra Meditates by Gali Kronenberg
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Why Deepak Chopra Meditates

Los Angeles Tim es
De Angelis and her husband, Jeffrey
James, who call Pacific Palisades home,
are staying at a retreat in the Catskills in
New York. They are spending their
summer in silent contemplation,
meditation, chanting, doing volunteer
work and studying sacred texts.
Visiting a retreat is different from a
typical vacation, say Chopra and De
Angelis. The purpose is not to collect
souvenirs or photos, but to return home
having discovered an interior space that
one can return to again and again.
"There is no mathematical formula for
balancing one's life," says De Angelis.
"It's not like the answer is saying, 'I'll set
aside five hours for my family and 50
hours for work.' "
After years of fearing it would harm
her career, De Angelis now routinely
turns down projects that risk upending
her priorities. "I've been making
decisions that one might say are not
good business decisions but that have
been good life decisions," she says.
For Chopra, whose wife accompanies
him on most of his trips, the surest way
to avoid anxiety is to negotiate clear
agreements. "You only get stressed
when your expectations don't match
reality," he says. For instance, he and
Rita call each other once a day, no
matter where they are, even if it is only
to leave the message "Thinking of you."
After 27 years of marriage, Chopra,
his wife and adult children have a
number of agreements, such as a
commitment to take at least one family
trip together a year. "When we have
understanding with someone, we don't
have to insist or cajole for attention."
It helps, he says, that he and his wife
share many interests. But when she
wants to see two movies and he wants to
browse in a book shop, they head to a
theater near a bookstore. That way, after

the first film she stays for the second,
while he retreats to the bookstore to read
the poetry of Rumi, Kabir or Tagore.
"People who all the time have to be
with everyone else are the most lonely
people," says Chopra. "They have a
desperate need to be with others because
they have never known themselves."
Meditation, he says, has been the most
helpful means for him to come to know
himself.
Not that meditation should be used as
an excuse to avoid our obligations or our
partners. Meditation helps us relax when
we are tense, nervous or bombarded by
thoughts, says De Angelis, and it helps
us contact that place where we can see
all perspectives. "It takes us out of the
frame of mind, 'I'm a prisoner of this
situation and can't do anything about it.'
"Apparently, even Dear Abby believes
there is wisdom in De Angelis' message.
A few years back, the advice columnist
ran an excerpt from the De Angelis book
"Real Moments."
"If you read only one book this year,"
Dear Abby wrote, "make it 'Real
Moments' by Barbara De Angelis. It's
about experiencing fulfillment in your
life now, not when you have more
money, or find the right partner, or
achieve your perfect weight. It's about
one's quest for happiness."
From the book:
First I was dying to finish high school
and start college.
And then I was dying to finish college
and start working.
And then I was dying for my children
to grow old enough for school, so I
could return to work.
And then I was dying to retire.
And now, I am dying . . . and suddenly
I realize I forgot to live.
Gali Kronenberg is a freelance writer and a
regular contributor to The Times. He can be
reached at gali.kronenberg@latimes.com

Why Deepak Chopra Meditates by Gali Kronenberg

5 Memoir |

Queen of the Oddballs

Editor: Gali Kronenberg

What do you do when you feel so invisible you can't sleep
without a light on, afraid that in the dark you just might
vanish entirely? Simple. Become someone interesting enough
to be noticed. And that's exactly what I did when I was eight
years old.
I took on different personas the way other kids tried on
clothes. I Frugged and Mashed Potatoed incessantly for an
entire month when I was being a go-go dancer from
Hullabaloo! After that, for several weeks I yanked my short
hair into pigtails, wore all black, and skulked around the house
and school, acting “creepy, kooky, mysterious and spooky,”
when I was being Wednesday from The Addams Family. A
few months later, hooked on Gerry and the Pacemakers, I
sang and spoke only in an English accent. How much more
interesting could I get?
The answer came one night when my parents were out
and my ten-year-old brother, our teenage babysitter, and I

“I want to especially thank
Gali Kronenberg for sharp
insights and skilled editing.”
—Hillary Carlip, author
“Queen of the Oddballs” and
“A la Cart: The Secret Lives
of Grocery Shoppers.”

watched the movie Breakfast at Tiffany’s on TV. I was
smitten with Holly Golightly. Daring and darling, she
shoplifted and had only one friend, her cat named Cat. She
was strong and independent, saying things like “You don’t
have to worry. I’ve taken care of myself for a long time.”

“One of the best literary memoirs of 2006.”
My parents, Mim and Bob, both on the short side, each with
open, reassuring expressions and sympathetic
smiles, took
on that “reads like a Cliffs
An “appealing
memoir”
full-time jobs as compassionate listeners to Notes
everyone
elseʼs
version
of American popular culture.”
problems— the gardenerʼs, the grocery checkout clerk”s, the
mailmanʼs. effect on more than one
they invited
our sparkles like a female
“A occasion,
hilarious narrative…
her writing
mailman, Felix, to join us for dinnerDavid
at the
end of his route.
Sedaris.”
They help the neighbors daughter get into private school,
found a job for the pharmacistʼs son, and took in Esperanza,

6 Self-Help |

Men To Run From

Editor: Gali Kronenberg

Foreward
So many of us end up with relationship problems that
we just didn't see coming. That's how I met Catherine, who
helped me after a bad breakup. I mean, no one goes into a
relationship thinking, “Well, this guy is sure to crush my
spirit and break my heart.”
Yet it happens. It happened to me.
And half the battle with me after a breakup is beating
myself up, which is why I'm now in favor of arranged
marriages. At least if my mom picks the guy and it goes
completely awry, I won't have to sit in a bean bag chair
with a bottle of Scotch for six months wondering, “What
the hell is wrong with me?” Instead, I can just look over at
my mom and say, “You did it again!”
The truth is, before I met Catherine and heard her
clear, compassionate and practical advice, I'd languish in a
bad relationship for years and suffer. No matter if the
awful relationship was with an agent, manager, publicist
or boyfriend, the Midwestern girl in me said, “He's a good
guy. He's trying. He hasn't done anything that horrible.”
That's how low I'd set the bar.
I simply did relationships old-school, Irish style. You

“To my editor, Gali Kronenberg–
Thank you for enriching this
book with your genius, insight,
and amazing fluency and talent
with words. I love you, you’re
brilliant!”
—Catherine Cardinal, Ph.D.,
author, “Men to Run From: So
You Can Find the Right One
to Run To” and “A Cure for the
Common Life.”

suck it up, have another beer, and let him watch his
football, until one day, when it becomes too unbearable,
you walk out.

–Kathleen Madigan, comic

“I think every woman should read ‘Men to Run From’ and I think mothers
should buy it for daughters who are beginning to date, girlfriends should
buy it for girlfriends but I also think men should read it, too. It’s a lot of
fun and she’s got a very good voice.”
—KUSI TV News, San Diego “Best Summer Books 2009”
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Redemption
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The Neuroscience of Health and Happiness

Editor: Gali Kronenberg

Expected publication: Spring 2016

Writing a book is an intimidating process. Gali Kronenberg,
a truly talented editor, appeared in my life at exactly the
right time. He helped me find my voice, sharpen my ideas
and encouraged me to make my writing flow and ideas clear.
Gali, thank you for your friendship on this path. I look forward to working with you on the next one.
—Luke Adler, healer, acupuncturist
“I wish to thank Gali Kronenberg for his deft editing, big
heart and grace with words. Your sharp eye and insights,
ability to clarify mystical ideas and talent as a storyteller
helped me to make this a better book. Your appetite to
question, try out and engage with the material in Healing
will only deepen the experience for every reader.”
—David Elliott, author Healing
“Gali Kronenberg’s meticulous eye, insightful comments and
talent for translating my ideas into succinct, clear prose, immeasurably enriched my book. I look forward to collaborating with Gali on many more projects.”
—Dr. Jay Kumar, author Brain, Body & Being: Five 		
Secrets for Achieving Authentic Health & Happiness
“Gali’s genius is that he helped me to discover my own.”
		
—Hemalaya Behl, yoga teacher/lifestyle coach

9 Foreign Reporting |

Publicizing the efforts of a global nonprofit

excerpt | Gulab’s story | The Prasad Project

What the Sighted Fail to See
by GALI KRONENBERG

Three years ago, Gulab Hadke had a home,
a husband, a daughter, a half dozen cows and
a sense of well-being. But with everything she
once prized lost, Gulab now spends her days
in a mud, dung hut sitting in darkness and
waiting. Gulab once owned a bed. Now she

Gulab chanting on the last day of the eye camp .                                          
photo: Conrad Piepenburg

Gulab Hadke

photo: Conrad Piepenburg

sleeps on a burlap sack. Gulab once owned
new clothes. Now she has two saris and a
stained pink blouse. Gulab does still possess
a few things in abundance: time, silence and
the wild berries that she and her mother eat to
fill their stomachs.
In Gulab’s case, her husband threw her
out when she became blind. Across India,
22 million blind and partially-sighted people
suffer a similar
plight: when their
vision fades life
becomes harder and
shorter.
Each year, one
culprit dims the
sight of two million people in India
alone. A flimsy gray
curtain called a cata-

ract clouds the eye until the world itself disappears.
Though too often it is the sighted who fail
to see the blind. In India, most of the blind are
like Gulab: poor, illiterate and living in rural
areas. They die early–and needlessly. Unable
to work, Gulab languished for three years
in her mother’s hut. Surgery to restore sight
costs about U.S. $50 and can take as little as
four minutes.
Eighty kilometers outside Mumbai, one
group is restoring sight to people like Gulab who had resigned themselves to lives of
blindness and isolation.
In March, Prasad Chikitsa, a charitable
trust, held an eye camp called Netraprakash
in the Tansa Valley. Some 1,190‑ people–
most of them with
vision too poor
to work–came to
a makeshift eye
hospital erected
in a fallow rice
paddy.
Three days later, they left able to
see.

Gulab three months after cataract surgery. photo: Gali Kronenberg
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Tiananmen Square Memoir

‘Almost a Revolution’
honest and revealing
Leader at Tiananmen Square tells his tale
ALMOST A REVOLUTION
By Shen Tong with Marianne Yen
Houghton Mifflin; 342 pages; $19.95

By Gali Kronenberg
“Almost a Revolution” is the
story of a Chinese Holden Caulfield
and his memoir of life at Beijing
University and the “salons” where
students discussed art, science and
individualism, ideas that fueled
Beijing’s brief waltz with freedom.
A student leader in last year’s
pro-democracy protests, Shen Tong
describes his own coming of age and
the spiral of protest that begins with
former party leader Hu Yaobang’s
death on April 15 and ends June 3
with the massacre in Tiananmen
Square when he flees to the United
States.
But it is as a portrait of campus
life at Beijing University that “Almost
a Revolution” is most successful.
As the student protesters seize
the occasion of Hu’s death and begin
marching to Tiananmen Square to
vent their dissatisfaction with the
slowness of reforms, it’s pouring rain,
the police are out in force, and some
of the students have lost their nerve.
“I took the megaphone ... and lead
the chants: Dadao guandao, Defeat

official graft; Fandui fubai, No more
corruption ... I walked up and down
alongside the marchers, encouraging
them by calling out some of Mao’s
sayings from the Cultural Revolution.
Referring to the Red Guards, he had
said, ‘Those who put down student
movements have a bleak future’ and
‘If the students don’t act, who will?’
— slogans that seemed perfect for us
now.”
Shen played a critical role in the
early days of protest. He was the leader
of the Olympic Institute, a campus
discussion group; the head of the Beida
Student Association and a member of
the Dialogue Delegation that negotiated
with the government.
His memoir documents the
confusion and contradictions of last
year’s protest. Unlike the publicity
surrounding the book that trumpets
it as written by the “man behind
the movement,” Shen, now an
undergraduate at Brandeis University,
makes no such exaggerated claims.
An impartial observer, Shen
duly notes that it was the emotional
appeals of Wu’er Kaixi and Chai
Ling that sparked the political theater
in Tiananmen Square, leading to its
occupation by hundreds of thousands of
students and, later, an equal number of
ordinary citizens.
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The popular images that fueled
the protest were never of Shen Tong,
but of the mercurial Wu’er Kaixi
taken from his hospital bed to the
Great Hall of the People where, clad
in pajamas and weak from fasting,
he chastised the dour Chinese leader
Li Peng on national television.
And Chai Ling, rail-thin and
frail, who by speaking over the
loudspeaker in Tiananmen Square,
swayed hundreds of other students
to join the hunger strike — a
critical move that won the nation’s
sympathy and painted China’s hardline leadership as heartless.
As serious negotiations with
the government failed to materialize,
Shen’s role in the protest became
less relevant. The heart of the drama
is in Tiananmen Square, but the filth,
chaos and feuding between student
leaders there appear to repel him.
When Shen withdraws from the
square to the student news center
run from his dorm room at Beida or
to his family’s home, it provides a
glimpse of how ordinary people fear
for and admire the protesters.
Shen’s prose never quite
captures the energy of the square.
He never attempts to explain events
or answer how, against all odds,
Chinese cowed by 40 years of
communist rule came to dance at the
doorstep of their rulers.

When describing his childhood,
Shen recalls that last year’s protest,
albeit the largest, were not the first to
take place in Tiananmen Square. As a
boy, Shen accompanied his father to the
square shortly after the death of another
popular Chinese leader, Premier Zhou
Enlai. Protesters left memorial poems
to the late premier, poems that Shen’s
father copies into a small notebook.
Then the authorities announce that
people who had copied these poems
have possession of subversive writings
and are labeled counterrevolutionaries.
“I knew that my parents were
the people the radio announcers were
talking about.
“They sat staring at the precious
booklets. My father fingered the pages
delicately, as if he had second thoughts
about destroying them.”
Shen’s father destroys the poems,
dissolving them page by page in water
until the ink has bled from the paper.
Decades earlier, China’s bestknown 20th century author, Lu Xun,
wrote “A lie written in ink cannot erase
a truth written in blood.”
By writing “Almost a Revolution”
Shen defies the authorities who have
whitewashed the events of last summer
and by doing so reveals the courage of
his generation.
Gali Kronenberg, a former student
at Beijing University, is a San Diego
Union staff writer.
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Thinking Outside the Piñata

Editor: Gali Kronenberg

THINKING OUTSIDE THE PIÑATA

How to Create a Hispanic ad 101, by Rochelle Newman-Carrasco

Here’s the recipe.

Put children kicking a soccer ball in a shot with a grandmother
and a man with a mustache as thick as Emiliano Zapata, add water—and
presto—you’ve got yourself an ad for the Hispanic market.
The culprit may be a lackluster PR agency, but often such ads are
the fault of clients who are afraid to offend and opt to play safe. When innovative agencies present work that is subtle and less “overtly” Hispanic,
some clients ask “But is it Latino enough?”
Rather than risk losing a client, the agency tosses in a soccer ball
and the spot gets approved.
Why not target Latino shoppers with more creative ads? Another myth is that edgy won’t play well. For instance, while the Englishlanguage “Got Milk” campaign was risky, funny and wildly successful
in both boosting sales and launching a new brand identity for milk, the
original Latino ads were earnest and lackluster.
For all the awards the English-language “Got Milk” campaign garnered, bilingual marketers understood that it was a premise that “wouldn’t
fly with Hispanics.” As one marketer noted, “Being deprived of milk in
the Hispanic community is not funny, it’s sad a reality.” Aside from the
problem with the actual words, “Got Milk?” there was a concern that in
Spanish the words also mean, “Are you lactating?”
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Running into a Minefield

I’m Doing Fine
by Gali Kronenberg

Our kibbutz was visiting a

West Bank ruin. A knot of adults surveyed the dusty valley, bald hills with
olive groves, stone walls, an occasional donkey and the windy paved road
we had just traveled. The guide droned
on about Isaac—or was it Joshua?—
and pointed to Bethlehem, or possibly
Jericho, and I wandered off with two
other boys, Ziv and Gidi. In a highpitched voice, I sang the last line of
a song that made us giggle, but drew
shushes and stares from the adults.
Silenced by the grown-ups, Gidi, Ziv
and I wandered off. Or, I should say,
ran off. Gidi pushed me, yelling, “Tafasti otcha.”—Tag. You’re it!
I stumbled, jamming a pebble
under my sandaled foot. By the time
I shook it free, I could just make out
Gidi’s back as he and Ziv disappeared
behind a stand of eucalyptus trees.

I wanted to catch up, but noticed a
field of trenches marked by a triangular flag and a sign with large red
Hebrew letters. Squatting next to the
trench, I eased myself into the earthen
passage. I started to run, faster than
I’d ever run before, certain I would
find a treasure of rusted grenades triggers, shell casings, and bullet clips—
items certain to impress Ziv and Gidi.
Memories of what happened
next are muddied. I recall someone
shouting, “Minefield!” and a second
voice, it must have been my father’s,
yelling, “Get out of there!” He made
no move to come toward me.
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A Day in the Life of a Hollywood Gopher
A Day in the Life of a Gopher
Newspaper Profile

PA Chris Wayne
performs his role with
gusto. Granddad John
(yes, that one) also saw
hard work as a key to
success
By GALI KRONENBERG

When a door on the set of the NBC

television show "Wings" won't close, a
director bellows for a production
assistant to stand behind it and hold it
shut. Chris Wayne leaps into action. He
braces the door until the final take,
literally propping up the props.
But that's OK with Wayne. As a PA,
it's his job to hold things on the show
together and to not mind if no one thanks
him for fetching a doughnut, copying a
script or taking a phone message.
Part wet nurse, part coolie, PAs labor
under the belief that success in the
industry rests on their ability to provide
writers with their Chinese takeout still
hot and the quickness with which they
provide a bottle of liquid paper to a
producer.
So on a recent Monday, it is no
surprise to find Wayne on the Paramount
lot tidying Room 206 of the Wilder
Building at 6:10 a.m. Even on this, an
unusually early morning, Wayne isn't
due in until 6:30 a.m. But, as he
explains: "This way you're ahead of the
game. When someone asks you for
something, you're ready to roll."
Without sounding self-important,
Wayne has a way of making even the

most menial task sound as critical as
last-minute preparations before a battle.
This may be genetic. After all, John
Wayne was his grandfather.
But where the actor vanquished
outlaws with a six-shooter, Chris
pacifies studio egos with kindness.
By 7 a.m., 29-year-old Wayne has run
40 copies of the day's call sheets, taken
messages off the answering machine and
made three calls to Graphic Services to
make certain that the day's scripts have
been delivered to Stage 19.
Copies of the newspaper and the
trades are fetched. Phones are answered.
And the weekly grocery store run is
made to stock up on cookies, doughnuts
and orange juice for the show's writers.
(The drug run to replenish supplies of
Advil, Motrin, Excedrin, Actifed,
Sudafed, Tums, Maalox and Alka
Seltzer for the writers' kitchen/pharmacy
is only once a month.)
At noon, the temperature is an
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unseasonable 92 degrees and the back of
Wayne's lavender Brooks Brothers shirt
is damp with sweat. Despite the heat, he
pursues his work with the steadfastness
of the Energizer bunny. Everyone else at
Paramount appears to be at lunch. But
Wayne still needs to pick up $1,500 in
old $100 bills that are to be used as
props later that afternoon.
He bounds up the stairs of the
Schulberg Building, two at a time, to
withdraw that sum from Judy "The
Estimator" Chesser, the show's
accountant, who is punching numbers on
a calculator while listening to the soap
opera "Another World."
"Nice background noise," she says
before sending Wayne to another part of
the lot to first obtain a prop master's
signature. As it turns out, the prop
master, too, is out to lunch.
But none of this coming and going,
schlepping and toting, perturbs Wayne.
No, his "Sure, I'll pick your wife up at
the airport" attitude has made him a
valued and trusted PA. Howard Gewirtz,
the show's executive director, joked that
the perfect PA is someone who is
underpaid, overworked and goodnatured about it.
As it happens, that's also a description
of Chris Wayne.
Michael Sardo, a "Wings" producer,
has his own theory about what makes
Wayne such a valued PA.
"I'm convinced Chris was born in the
'40s, came of age in the '50s and was
frozen and brought back to life three
years ago when he came to work here,"
jokes Sardo. "His values and his work
ethic represent the best of another era."
It's 12:20 p.m. Still no sign of the prop
master. Back at Wilder, Wayne stabs a
slice of turkey with a plastic fork from a
deli platter in the writers' kitchen. But
the phone rings, he is told the prop

master has just returned, so he delays
biting into the turkey and heads back
into action.
At 12:33 p.m. Wayne nails that
signature. Back to "The Estimator" and,
with her blessings, he's off to the cashier.
For the umpteenth time and with
considerable embarrassment, Wayne
explains why he is working with a
photographer and reporter in tow.
"These folks are from the L.A. Times.
They're doing a story on production
assistants."
Cashier: "So they chose the best one."
At this, Wayne blushes.
She counts out his petty cash. Wayne
places the money owed each individual
in a separate envelope. He licks them
shut and, for good measure, rubs the
back of each envelope a few times with
the bottom of his fist. When she hands
him 15 $100 bills, Wayne sheepishly
asks, "Anything older-looking?" She
musters several crumpled bills. Satisfied,
Wayne forges ahead.
Whoops. He jogs back a few steps to
the teller's window: "Thank you, Lucy."
It's now 1 p.m., and things actually
begin to slow down. Wayne has his
turkey sandwich on a kaiser roll, noshes
a few fistfuls of potato chips and even
lobs a Nerfball back and forth with
fellow PA Rachel Schwimmer. They
manage a dozen hits before the phone
rings.
At 2 p.m., Wayne heads over to New
York Street, an outdoor set designed to
resemble neighborhoods in Greenwich
Village, the Upper East Side and the
Financial District.
"Wings" stars Tim Daly and Steven
Weber, who play brothers Joe and Brian
Hackett, are shooting a scene in front of
a pawn shop for the show's final episode.
Wayne, who has been idle for almost an
hour, is on hand in case someone needs
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something. Out of nowhere, a voice over
a megaphone says, "Chris, take these
makeup chairs to the makeup trailer."
It's 3:04 and Wayne has again been
summoned back into duty. Sheila
Stewart, an assistant director, wants
Wayne to keep Avenue H clear, making
sure no one steps into the shot. But that's
a bit like telling someone to direct traffic
on Santa Monica Boulevard without a
badge or a whistle.
Wayne apologizes to a caterer, asking
him to please move his cart. He cajoles
two laborers to steer clear of the street.
But when Wayne holds up an open palm
to halt an extra from walking up the
street, she ignores him. He pleads for her
to turn back.
Marni Kass, a caterer who honored
Wayne's traffic commands, finds his
good manners a bit much, quipping,
"He's so sickeningly polite it's almost
disgusting."
When Daly, the actor, sees the PAs
suffer abuse, he defends them. "They are
at the bottom of the food chain," he says.
Sure, on some days even Wayne has
doubts about his ability to one day work
as a screenwriter. Particularly when
friends begin conversations with,
"You're still a PA?" But for a PA with
pluck, sacrifice pays off.
With "Wings" winding up its eighth
and final season, Wayne has landed a job
that bumps him up to assistant to Lori
Moneymaker, the producer of a pilot
starring Jenny McCarthy. That means
union wages, benefits and more
challenging work.
It's now 8:30 p.m., a late night even
for a PA. Wayne walks a visitor to his
car. "I guess in one respect I am like my
grandfather," he says. "He believed you
can succeed if you work your tail off,
treat others well and go forward without
looking back."

PHOTO: PA Chris Wayne, left, hurries
past Borg character from 'Star Trek.';
PHOTOGRAPHER: LUIS SINCO / Los
Angeles Times
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The Derivatives Market

excerpt
BY GALI KRONENBERG

J.P. Morgan, Sybase, and Numerix team up to form Cygnifi,
a premier provider of online risk management tools
for the derivatives market

Taking
SIGNIFICANT RISKS
H

is is a résumé Wall Street can love: impressive degrees
from MIT; senior IT posts at one of the world’s
wealthiest banks; and the first patent ever filed for by

his employer, J.P. Morgan, which allowed it to grow even richer in
the 100-trillion-dollar global derivatives market.
It is no surprise when a titan of a bank such as Morgan
offers perks to retain a top performer such as Mike DeAddio.
But the perk Morgan dangled was for DeAddio to leave. And
leave he did, although not alone. With him went Morgan
execs Jay Helvey, Vlad Torgovnik, Joseph Gentile, and a retinue of 35 Morgan employees. Harder still to fathom was
Morgan’s farewell gift: a multimillion-dollar investment in
Cygnifi—the new firm Helvey, Torgovnik, Gentile, and DeAddio formed—and rights to software in whose development
Morgan had invested a decade and tens of million of dollars.
Are the heirs to J. Pierpont Morgan’s 150-year-old bank
crazy, or does Morgan—a company that helped bankroll America’s railroads in the 1800s—know something the rest of us
don’t about cultivating new markets, investing in friends, and
reaping a windfall from risk.
Risk is at the heart of what Cygnifi, the nine-month-old
Morgan spin-off, does: sell online risk management tools for
the derivatives market. “Morgan’s stake in Cygnifi is a win for
Morgan and a win for Cygnifi,” says DeAddio, the company’s
chief technology officer. “Morgan realized that it could make
more money by bringing new clients into the derivatives
22
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Written by Gali Kronenberg

Adobe Launches Photoshop 5.0
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Making a Splash in China

Gali aka
“Foreign
Lei Feng”

Comrade Lei Feng
Beijing Evening News

6/10/2001

“Foreign Lei Feng” Leaps Into Behai
to Rescue Drowning Woman
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Ke Haitao, a fully Chinese name, though
a blond-haired, blue-eyed American, singlehandedly rescued a drowning woman at
Beihai Park, earning the deep gratitude and
admiration of tourists and passersby. Haitao
resembles “Lei Feng,” departing the scene
without so much as leaving his name.
Fortunately a people’s police officer was
able to glean his name from Haitao’s friend,
affording this reporter a visit to a hotel in
the Yellow Temple neighborhood and the
opportunity to meet Foreign Lei Feng.
Though Ke Haitao said he consulted a
dictionary and jotted a few notes so that we

______

could converse with greater ease, this
reporter was shocked when Ke Haitao
opened his mouth and out flowed not only
fluent, but eloquent Chinese. “On June 8,
at about 4, on my fourth day in Beijing, a
friend and I sat at the edge of Beihai Lake
under the shade of a swaying willow tree,
enjoying the tranquil setting.
“Suddenly, I heard a splash and the
voices of people yelling: ‘Someone’s
fallen into the lake!’ Without thinking, I
started to run toward the spot and tear off
my clothes—except my underwear. I then
dove into the water to rescue the woman

Translator’s note: Ke Haitao is the Chinese name of Gali Kronenberg. Lei Feng was the Communist Party’s iconic model citizen/soldier bursting from propaganda posters as a reminder
of the virtues of selflessness and devotion to Mao. Films, books, comics and posters extolled
his heroic deeds. Mao exhorted his people to “Learn from Comrade Lei Feng!” This article,
which ran in papers across China, highlights my Chinese language skills and cultural fluency.
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who was splashing and flailing.”
Eyewitnesses observed that though
many people were at the lake, no one
made a move to help Haitao lift the
drowning woman ashore. Ke Haitao,
however, said this didn’t disturb him
in the least.
“In high school I was a lifeguard, so
there was nothing taxing about any of
this. Really, the rescue itself was quite
simple. As for the people on shore,
perhaps they don’t swim. Still they
remained at the scene and watched
what was unfolding with vigilance.
“A young couple in a boat rowed
over to help and that allowed us to
hold onto the side of their boat and
rest. Also a policeman helped me hoist
the woman on shore.
“The way I see it, everyone did
what they could. There was no need
for everyone to dive into the water.
That would have made things more
dangerous.
“Sometimes the heart tells you what
to do, and when I heard the cries for
help, my legs just raced to the scene.”
A people’s policeman at the scene
described events this way.
“After climbing out of the lake,
Ke Haitao remained at Miss Zhang
Xiuwen’s side, quietly comforting
her in Chinese: ‘Don’t be nervous.

Making a Splash in China

This will soon be over. Things will get
better.’”
The entire scene was filled with
compassion and warmth.
Forty-one year old Ke Haitao is a
writer living in Los Angeles, California.
He said this was a tourist trip to Beijing,
a place that recalled happy memories.
“Eighteen years ago, after graduating
from college, I came to Beijing where
I spent a year studying at Beijing
University and the Central Dramatics
Institute. At that time, everyone took
such good care of me; they taught me
Chinese, and treated me as if I was their
younger brother.
“The same thing is true again. My old
friends have all attained great success.
They’ve invited me out for many meals
and not once have they let me pick up
a check.
“It’s true, the Beijing I knew 18
years ago has changed dramatically.
But it seems to me that the quality of
human feeling among people here has
not changed at all.
“I’m pleased if the chance to
rescue someone can express my
gratitude toward the kindness shown
to me by the people of Beijing.”
Reporter: Wang Yuan
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Gali Kronenberg

“Gali possesses those crucial elements that make for a brilliant editor: years of highlevel experience; an ability to spot what the tunnel-visioned writer misses; and the
talent to sharpen a book’s ideas, language and structure. Those key ingredients
guided The Screenwriter’s Fairy Tale and Something Startling Happens from
simple projects on my laptop to international best-sellers. Thank you, Gali!”
—Todd Klick, author
"Your skilled editing and insights made my book funnier, wiser and a better read.
The result: It shot to the Top 10 on Amazon Humor/Self Help."
—Mark Yablonovich, author ABCs of Happiness : Not for Children
“To my editor, Gali Kronenberg—thank you for enriching this book with your
genius, insight and amazing fluency and talent with words. Beyond the manifold
ways you elevated my language and ideas, you shared with me your gift for
drawing out the best in people and inspired me to do my best work. I love you,
you’re brilliant!”
—Catherine Cardinal, Ph.D., author Men to Run From
“I want to especially thank Gali Kronenberg for sharp insights and skilled editing.”
—Hillary Carlip, author Queen of the Oddballs
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“Gali is sharp as a tack. If you are serious about your work, hire him.”
—Andrea Adler, author Pushing Upward
“Your skilled editing and insights made my book funnier, wiser and a better read.
The result: It shot to the Top 10 on Amazon Humor/Self Help.”
—Mark Yablonovich, author ABCs of Happiness
“I wish to thank Gali Kronenberg for his deft editing, big heart and grace with
words. Your sharp eye and insights, ability to clarify mystical ideas and talent as a
storyteller helped me to make this a better book. Your appetite to question, try
out and engage with the material in Healing will only deepen the experience for
every reader.”
—David Elliott, author Healing
“Your notes are so insightful. Your intelligence and mastery of story are a gift.”
—Cheryl Hunter, author Use It
“Gali—Thank you for your insight, your genius and your spirit. I can think of no
writer or editor who could have contributed to my book, mentored or guided me
with as much wisdom and kindness as you.”
—Daniel Sun, author The Heart of Network Marketing
“I cannot say enough about my new friend, cheerleader and writing coach Gali
Kronenberg.”
—Karen R. Carter, best-selling author Move Your Stuff, Change Your Life
“Gali is amazing. He took my ideas from our interviews and turned them into
brilliant writing. I was delighted and entertained by the result. He was a wizard at
making my ideas come alive on the page. He was a joy to work with and enriched
my book with his wisdom, humor and compassion.“
—Hans Phillips, founder Accomplishment Coaching

17 Testimonials
“Gali’s talent as a teacher and editor helped me to publish my first magazine piece
and landed me a monthly column.”
—Mathew Reyes, founder Yoga Hop
“Gali gave me a kick in the ass to stop hiding and lay bare the raw truth of my
story.” —Paulette Frankl, author, Marcel & Me
“I wish to thank Gali Kronenberg—a brilliant writer and teacher—for shepherding my memoir to completion. In writing about the loss of my eldest son to drugs,
Gali was my editor, writing coach, friend and therapist. I now understand why he
told me that writing is a kind of alchemy. Gali not only made me a better writer, he
helped me to release my grief onto the page.”
—Bernice Ross, author A Million Tears
“Gali is a brilliant and insightful editor. More than that, Gali believed in me and
kept me at it each time I’d lost faith and was ready to quit.”
—Paul Tootalian, author Ancient Mind
I’d spent three years drafting a peace plan for Iraq. In
short order, Gali put my thoughts into words better than I could. He challenged
my ideas and encouraged me to contact scholars and journalists in the U.S.,
Europe and Middle East. The result is my peace plan ran on the op-ed pages of
newspapers and online journals from Baghdad to the Los Angeles Times.”
—Richard Parr, entrepreneur
Writing a book is an intimidating process. Gali Kronenberg, a truly talented editor,
appeared in my life at exactly the right time. He helped me find my voice, sharpen
my ideas and encouraged me to make my writing flow and ideas clear. Gali, thank
you for your friendship on this path. I look forward to working with you on the
next one.
—Luke Adler, healer, acupuncturist

“Two items—matzah and marijuana—came to symbolize the
two poles of Peter’s life: a love of Judaism and a love of drugs. I
guess both, in their own way, were for him paths to deliverance.”
— BERNICE ROSS, “A Million Tears”

I can’t imagine the loneliness
and depression that led my son
to turn to drugs. I think about
how much he suffered and how
tormented he must have felt.
I’ve

written

this

book

to

remember and honor Peter. It’s
a cautionary tale but my prayer
is that it will be of help to
anyone with a loved one who is
an addict.
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"I engaged Gali to critique my first 150 pages, half expecting to be told to give it
up. With the first words out of his mouth, he showed me how to find my way.
Not only did he understand what I had been trying to do, he identified the
problems that were preventing me from achieving it. Working with Gali, I have
gained such confidence that I no longer fret about whether the book will be good
enough for publication. I am producing the strongest writing of my life and the
book is exceeding my most optimistic expectations.”
—Steven Tackitt, writer and producer

“There’s no other way to put it: Gali made me a better writer.
Not only that, he got me published.”
—Christine Palau, freelance writer

“In a single week, Gali rewrote a paper that I had struggled with for six months. I
was a jumble of nerves—it was publish or perish—and I needed an article
accepted by a professional journal to earn tenure. Simply put, Gali was my savior.
He brought clarity, structure and fresh insights to my paper, as well as an
abundance of patience and kindness. Gali’s rewrite was immediately accepted for
publication.”
—Anita M., Ph.D., professor of education
“In a matter of hours, Gali crafted and articulated an identity for my business. I
was thrilled with the results. Gali’s rewrite of my brochure and Web site made
me shine. He stated who I am and what I do with power, clarity and brevity.”
—Stephanie Fish, owner, Alignment First
“Gali is a great teacher. It was in his workshop
that I discovered my voice and began to believe
in myself as a writer. His compassion, encouragement and mentorship helped me
to publish my first story and win a PEN Emerging Voices Fellowship.”
—John Boucher, writer
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Gali’s clients’ work has been praised or published by:

				
				

Queen of the Oddballs is
“One of the best literary
memoirs of 2006.”

An “appealing memoir… that
							reads like a Cliffs Notes version
							of American popular culture.”

					

“A hilarious narrative… her writing
sparkles like a female David Sedaris.”

			
			
			
			
			

“I think every woman should read Men to Run From and I
think mothers should buy it for daughters who are beginning to date, girlfriends should buy it for girlfriends but I
also think men should read it, too. It’s a lot of fun and she’s
got a very good voice.”
—KUSI TV News, San Diego, Best Summer Books 2009

			

“Queen of the Oddballs is funny, endearing, and sweet for
the soul, this is a lovable memoir.”

Gali Kronenberg

310 991.4254

bygali@me.com

