6th Grade Standards
Common Core Standards
Reading Standards for Informational Text
RI.6.1: Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences
drawn from the text.
RI.6.2: Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide
a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.
RI.6.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical meanings. (See grade 6 Language standards 4–6 for additional
expectations.)
RI.6.7: Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively)
as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue.
Speaking and Listening Standards
SL.6.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and
expressing their own clearly.
SL.6.2: Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively,
orally) and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under study.

Next Generation Science Standards
MS.Earth’s Systems
MS-ESS2-4: Develop a model to describe the cycling of water through Earth’s systems driven
by energy from the sun and the force of gravity. [Clarification Statement: Emphasis is on the
ways water changes its state as it moves through the multiple pathways of the hydrologic cycle.
Examples of models can be conceptual or physical.]
Disciplinary Core Ideas
ESS2.C: The Roles of Water in Earth’s Surface Processes
 Water continually cycles among land, ocean, and atmosphere via transpiration, evaporation,
condensation and crystallization, and precipitation, as well as downhill flows on land. (MS-ESS24)
 Global movements of water and its changes in form are propelled by sunlight and gravity. (MSESS2-4)
MS.Human Impacts
MS-ESS3-3: Apply scientific principles to design a method for monitoring and minimizing a
human impact on the environment.* [Clarification Statement: Examples of the design process
include examining human environmental impacts, assessing the kinds of solutions that are feasible,
and designing and evaluating solutions that could reduce that impact. Examples of human impacts
can include water usage (such as the withdrawal of water from streams and aquifers or the
construction of dams and levees), land usage (such as urban development, agriculture, or the
removal of wetlands), and pollution (such as of the air, water, or land).]

NSS Framework
ESS2.C: The Roles in Earth’s Surface Processes
By the end of grade 5. Water is found almost everywhere on Earth: as vapor; as fog or clouds in the
atmosphere; as rain or snow falling from clouds; as ice, snow, and running water on land and in the
ocean; and as groundwater beneath the surface. The downhill movement of water as it flows to the
ocean shapes the appearance of the land. Nearly all of Earth’s available water is in the ocean. Most
fresh water is in glaciers or underground; only a tiny fraction is in streams, lakes, wetlands, and the
atmosphere.
ESS2.E: Biogeology
By the end of grade 5. Living things affect the physical characteristics of their regions (e.g., plants’
roots hold soil in place, beaver shelters and human-built dams alter the flow of water, plants’
respiration affects the air). Many types of rocks and minerals are formed from the remains of
organisms or are altered by their activities
ESS3.A: Natural Resources
By the end of grade 5. All materials, energy, and fuels that humans use are derived from natural
sources, and their use affects the environment in multiple ways. Some resources are renewable
over time, and others are not.
ESS3C: Human Impacts on Earth Systems
By the end of grade 5. Human activities in agriculture, industry, and everyday life have had major
effects on the land, vegetation, streams, ocean, air, and even outer space. But individuals and
communities are doing things to help protect Earth’s resources and environments. For example,
they are treating sewage, reducing the amounts of materials they use, and regulating sources of
pollution such as emissions from factories and power plants or the runoff from agricultural
activities.

