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Teaching Philosophy 
 

The single most important goal I have as an educator in the field of the Arts is to 
inspire growth at the deepest level.  My concept of artistic growth includes intellectual 
depth, social maturity, as well as global awareness.  It is my job to mentor students so 
that they can benefit from exposure to the arts and grow as people.  The education I 
received from attending both a liberal arts university and an art school prepared me to 
be flexible as I work with all types of students, and develop interdisciplinary courses that 
will meet the needs of the advanced as well as the beginning student. 

 
There are several touchstones that I build into my teaching and personal studio 

practice.  These include productivity, discipline, research, creative problem solving, and 
self-sufficiency.  I set these standards as a framework in my classroom and encourage 
students to use this as a guide outside of class.  Students benefit from these strategies 
because personal growth is accomplished in the classroom and in the community at 
large.  This is where awareness of global issues that face humanity today in the 
environmental, scientific and the technological fields plays an important role in the work 
of the artist.  I believe that an active engagement in the local and global community 
serves the student with more informed artistic ideas.  This is why I support the students’ 
interests in other fields as useful subject matter to incorporate into their artwork.  

 
I separate artistic growth into the areas of technical, conceptual and academic 

skills.  I encourage excellence in all of these areas from my students.  I also expect this 
from myself in my own studio practice.  While I present detailed technical 
demonstrations of material processes, I also stress the importance of independent 
thinking, as a means to reconfigure the fundamentals to suit individual artistic 
expression.  Mastery of techniques is just as important as conceptual depth in the arts. 
I foster conceptual skills by maintaining rigorous and open critical dialog with my 
students during individual meetings and critique sessions.  I also provide guidance for 
students to incorporate art history as an academic backbone to support their studio 
work.  

 
Ultimately these standards of awareness, performance and artistic excellence 

result in positive student growth.  Progress can be measured regardless of artistic 
talent, because my focus is on the development of each student’s own personal style.  I 
am far more interested in nurturing the strengths and natural abilities that each student 
has instead of re-shaping my students to all fit within one mold.  This is how confidence 
can be gained and each student can begin to locate his or her individual artistic voice. 
Along with progress and accomplishments, failures also occur. However, I remind my 
students that failures provide an excellent opportunity for unexpected transformations to 
enter into the art-making process.  
  


