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ABOUT
Founded in 2012, JAYU is a registered
Canadian charity and recognized leader at
the intersection of arts and human rights.
Our vision is to build communities that are
more just and equitable, using our platform
as a medium to share human rights stories.
We believe that the arts can be used to
educate, build empathy, heal, forge
community and inspire the kinds of
conversations necessary to reimagine a more
just and equitable world.

Through our interactive programs, we offer
arts and social justice training, celebrate the
power of storytelling through film and
transform communities through a shared
human rights vision. Our year-round
programming includes our annual Arts and
Human Rights Festival and our noteworthy
iAM program.



When earth hollows out
Becomes marble dust on a sidewalk
Our fingerprints will be left To say we were once here

— Zara Rahman

We are committed to making a difference in
our community. With the dedication of our
staff, volunteers, artists, and Board of
Directors, we come together to create a
brighter future through the arts.

J A Y U



If the word of 2021 was pivot, then the word of 2022 for JAYU has been
evolution! Like so many of you, JAYU has spent the past year setting up
hybrid engagement models, reflecting on our programming and navigating
transitions. We have also held space to celebrate the continued growth of
our organization and the incredible people we have had the opportunity to
work with. From the extraordinary generosity of our donors, who have
helped us expand our programming, to the youth who demonstrated time
and time again the power of creativity, to collaborators in the sector who
have given us opportunities to magnify our impact—we are so grateful to
be a part of such a vibrant community. 
   
I'm proud to say that over the past year, we provided over 350 youth with
artistic mentorship through our iAM Program, and hosted our very first
Drag Cabaret in celebration of Pride Month for our Last Tuesday’s Series.
We rebranded our annual festival from HRFF+ to the Festival of Human
Rights x Arts to embrace our expansion to a multi-arts festival that
encompasses poetry, live music and photography. In 2022, JAYU’s Arts For
Human Rights Awards also saw the addition of the Gilad Cohen Prize in
Arts Leadership, introduced to recognize individuals with a deep
commitment to engaging equity-deserving populations and emerging
artists.

As part of our pivot and evolution, we saw that Gilad Cohen had stepped
down after 10+ years of amazing leadership. While we miss his energy, we
are proud and honoured to steward the great work he started. At JAYU, we
will continue to build on our commitments to learn, educate, build
empathy, and see the humanity in one another through the stories we
share. Thank you for being a part of our JAYU family, and for joining us in
reimagining a more just and equitable world.

L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E
C H A I R

ALICIA ROSE
BOARD CHAIR



S t i l l  w i t h  d r e a m s ,  j u s t  r e s h a p i n g  t h e m . . .

If 10+ years ago I was asked to describe my pie-in-the-sky dream for what
JAYU could one day be, I would rave about what exists today. I would brag
about our people-centred approach, our commitment to mental health,
human rights and equity, our 4-day work week, our life changing
programming and impact, and the strongest community I have ever been a
part of including our tremendous staff, Board, youth, artists, volunteers,
and donors. It has been my honour to serve as the Executive Director for
the last 10+ years and I thank the entire JAYU community for helping make
this a dream come true.

I’ve always believed that an important part of leadership is knowing when
it’s time to transition onto new things and giving up your seat so that
others – especially equity-deserving individuals – can have an opportunity
to dream, inspire, and lead. I look forward to my next steps as an artist and
advocate for mental health, human rights, and equity and at the same time,
to witness — and cheer for — the incredible impact and magic that lies
ahead for JAYU.

GILAD COHEN
FOUNDER & EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E
F O U N D E R



T h a n k  y o u  G i l a d

f o r  y o u r  v i s i o n ,
d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,
a n d  l e a d e r s h i p



TH
ANK YOU TO 



OUR FUNDERS

The S. M. Blair 
Family Foundation



2022 saw JAYU continue to be committed to
equity-deserving youth across the GTA. Our
iAM Program engaged youth in person and
virtually, offering photography, poetry,
painting, collaging, and filmmaking training,
among others. 

M E N T O R S H I P  H O U R S :  2 5 2
V O L U N T E E R  H O U R S :  3 6



In 2012, JAYU Founder Gilad Cohen created
The North Korean Human Rights Film Festival
after seeing the impact one film could have on
his family. Over the last decade, the festival
has broadened to include global stories and
art beyond film, including comedy nights and
poetry slams. As HRFF+ has grown, it has
always been rooted in human rights - and
made possible by a community of generous
funders. 

F E S T I V A L
O F  H U M A N

R I G H T S   
   A R T S
x



P R O G R A MMING

Since 2020, Last Tuesdays has been a platform
for free online human rights arts programming
on the last Tuesday of every month. The series
was conceived as a means to connect and
uplift our community in the face of the
COVID-19 pandemic. We presented a variety
of screenings and performances this year,
showcasing films addressing topical social
justice issues and engaging communities by
hosting impactful and memorable
performances.

L A S T TUESDAYS
YEAR-RO U N D



A R T S  F O R
H U M A N R I G H T S

A W A R D S
We created the Arts for Human Rights Awards in
2019 as a way to sift through the artistic
brilliance in Toronto and recognize the incredible
individuals creating exceptional work where the
arts and human rights intersect.

We thank the Lewis Cohen Family Foundation,
Meerkamper Family, and Sony Canada for their
generous support.

C h r i s  M c K h o o l  -  D r .  D u k e  R e d b i r d  L i f e t i m e  A c h i e v e m e n t  A w a r d
A l l y s o n  A d l e y  -  G i l a d  C o h e n  P r i z e  i n  A r t s  L e a d e r s h i p
A n g e  L o f t  -  I n d i g e n o u s  A r t i s t  A w a r d

For artists doing exceptionally important things.

S h a r a d a  E s w a r  -  E s t a b l i s h e d  A r t i s t  A w a r d
S h e l l y  G r a c e  -  E m e r g i n g  A r t i s t  A w a r d
J a s m i n e  V a n s t o n e  -  i A M  A w a r d

O u r  2 0 2 2  a w a r d e e s  a r e :



2 0 2 2
Momentum was the culmination of
artwork created by 20 emerging
youth artists who participated in the
JAYU iAM Social Justice and Anti-
Racism Residency, led by Tanya Mok
and Radha Pithadia from October
2021 to March 2022. 

With the mentorship of 20
established artists, each youth
developed their individual practices
through an integration of artistic
development and anti-oppressive
social justice training.
The exhibition showcased an inspiring
celebration of what’s possible when
artists express their lived experiences
through artistic expression.

MOMENTUM
The Last Tuesdays Drag Cabaret
was our first-ever drag show,
created in honour of Pride
Month. Hosted by Ocean
Giovanni and featuring three
other talented performers, it
was an unforgettable and
enchanting full of queer
storytelling, artistry and
celebration.

DRAG CABARET



Our annual JAYU Slams is always an exciting
experience. Artists take to the stage to express their
own unique voices and perspectives through poetry.
Hosted and enlivened by former iAM youth, Desiree
McKenzie (current iAM Employment manager) and
Martin Gomes, the performances left the audience
moved and inspired. 
Our 2022 winner was Namitha Rathinappilai.

JAYU SLAMS

HIGHL I G H T S



P e r s o n n e l

P r o g r a m

A r t i s t i c  F e e s

A d v e r t i s i n g

R e n t

E q u i p m e n t  i n - k i n d

T r a v e l

O f f i c e  &  G e n e r a l

P r o f e s s i o n a l  F e e s

P r o f e s s i o n a l  D e v e l o p m e n t

I n s u r a n c e

I n t e r e s t  &  B a n k  C h a r g e s

TOTAL

2 0 2 1 2 0 2 2 *

$ 4 9 1 , 1 6 3

$ 8 8 , 1 2 6

$ 7 6 , 6 5 0

$ 9 , 6 2 0

$ 3 8 , 0 3 5

$ 2 7 , 0 0 0

$ 3 , 6 2 1

$ 3 4 , 5 6 3

$ 2 3 , 3 7 8

$ 6 , 7 9 6

$ 2 , 7 0 8

$ 1 , 8 4 0

$ 6 1 8 , 7 2 4

$ 8 9 , 4 2 6

$ 8 6 , 1 7 2

$ 2 0 , 0 2 3

$ 4 6 , 4 8 3

$ 0

$ 6 , 2 9 7

$ 5 2 , 7 1 7

$ 1 2 , 1 1 1

$ 4 , 3 5 1

$ 4 , 9 0 6

$ 2 , 5 1 1

$ 8 0 3 , 5 0 0 $ 9 4 3 , 7 2 1

E X P E N S E  

J A Y U  2 0 2 2 A N N U A L  R E P O R T

A Year of Experimention 

* F i g u r e s  f o r  2 0 2 2  a r e  u n a u d i t e d



F o u n d a t i o n s

C o r p o r a t i o n s

G o v e r n m e n t

I n d i v i d u a l

I n - k i n d

S p o n s o r s h i p

F e e s  f o r  s e r v i c e  &  p r o d u c t  s a l e s

TOTAL

2 0 2 1 2 0 2 2 *

$ 1 4 4 , 4 5 4

$ 2 3 6 , 5 3 2

$ 2 6 3 , 8 3 6

$ 6 9 , 3 3 1

$ 2 7 , 0 0 0

$ 6 9 , 3 3 3

$ 1 7 , 5 4 8

$ 1 1 6 , 5 0 0

$ 2 0 8 , 2 3 3

$ 3 0 4 , 8 0 3

$ 6 2 , 8 7 3

$ 0

$ 1 6 6 , 6 6 7

$ 3 5 , 1 6 8

$ 8 2 8 , 0 3 4 $ 8 9 4 , 2 4 4

J A Y U  2 0 2 2 A N N U A L  R E P O R T

R E V E N U E  
A Year of Growth 

E x c e s s  o f  e x p e n s e s  o v e r  r e v e n u e :  $ 4 9 , 4 7 7
N e t  a s s e t s ,  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  y e a r :  $ 1 0 5 , 2 9 1
N e t  a s s e t s ,  e n d  o f  t h e  y e a r :  $ 5 5 , 8 4 1

A s  J A Y U  n a v i g a t e d  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  C O V I D - 1 9 ,  w e  e x p e r i e n c e d
t e m p o r a r y  i n c r e a s e d  c o s t s  t o  b e t t e r  s u p p o r t  o u r  c o l l e a g u e s  a n d
v o l u n t e e r s .



2 1  F U N D E R S
2 6 8  D O N O R S
$ 5 8 , 7 3 0  I N  D O N A T I O N S
$ 8 9 4 , 2 4 4  I N  F U N D I N G



2 0  P R O G R A M S
3 7 8  Y O U T H  E N G A G E D

1 7 6  P A I D  E M P L O Y M E N T
4 0  M E N T O R S

1 2  E V E N T S
7 5 5  R E G I S T R A N T S



THANKS FOR
Kreme Inakuchi
Abdul Sami
Agi Mandel
Aida Tannyan
Alanna Stuart
Alejandra Sosa
Alessandra Dimita
Alex Sawatzky
Alicia Rose
Alicks Girowski
Alison Uttley
Allen Karp
Alyssa Kornet
Amanda Coolman
Amanda Nkeramihigo
Amany Killawi
Amirah Aulaqi
Amy Clark
Ana Lopes
Ana White
Andrea Rodriguez
Andrea Watts
Andrew Young
Angela Gabot
Anjuli Solanki
Anna Lippman
Anne Gallagher
Anne Simpson
Anne Vo
Anne-Marie Canning
Armaity Homavazir
Ashmita Roy
Barbara Hershenhorn

Barbara Rother
Barbara Track
Barry Avrich
Barry Campbell
Ben Marans
Betty-Ann Heggie
Beverly Topping
Bob Ramsay
Bradley Daye
Brendan Soares
Brian Prosserman
Britta B.
Brittney Cathcart
Bruce Karten
Bryson Parks
Cameron Bailey
Camesha Cox
Cannonbury Foundation
Carla Roter
Catherine J Lathwell
Cherri Campbell
Chloe Wade
Chris MacDonald
Christine Friesen
Colleen Lam
Complete Home Improvement
Craig Barron
Crescent Investment Partners
Daksha Sathan
Daniel Tanenbaum
David M. Vella
Debra Kerby
Deepa Mehta

Devan D.
Devakaran Sarathchandran
Dr. Elizabeth Paupst Medical
Professional Corporation
Drew & Brittany Wilkinson
Elisabeth Kohn
Ellis Jacob
Emily Kerr
Emily Weber
Emma Drudge
Eric Meerkamper
Erin Higgins
Erin Schachter
Farah Kurji
Fariba Kalan
Fateha Hossain
Filomena Calabrese
Frederick Hertz
Gail & George Anthony
Gary Prosserman
Geoff Pearlstein
Gilad Cohen
Gillian Burt
Gisela Restrepo
Glenn Wells
Graeme Roy
Guy גיא Ben-Aharon בן-אהרן
Heather & Daniel Daam-
Rossi
Heather Lord
Heather O'Keefe
Ilan Man
Ilana Landsberg-Lewis
Irene Chu
Isabel McKensie

KItai Katheib
Jack Brown
Jack Kim
Jacob Amenyo
James Budd
James McNally
Jan Innes
Jane Maguire
Janet Chant
Janet Rodriguez
Janice Savona
Jas Sidhu
Jason Cedrone
Jason De Mata
Jason Prosserman
Jaspreet Sangha
Jeanne LeSage
Jeffrey Berger
Jeffrey McCarthy
Jeffrey Remedios
Jennifer Bizzarri
Jennifer Peng
Jennifer Tory
Jessica Smith
Jessica Taylor
John Debono
John Peneycad
Margaret & Joseph
Debono
Joseph Van Troost
Julie Sommerfreund
Kamini Murthy-
Korteweg
Karen Cohl
Karen Turner



YOUR SUPPORT

Kari Lesick
Kate Shao
Kathleen Goldhar
Kathleen James
Katie German
Katy Swailes
Keisha James
Keith Bennie
Kelda Yuen
Kelsey Edwards
Kennedy Morrison
Kim English Ms
Kim White
Kimberley Maruncic
Kimberley Miller
Kimberly Adams
Kolene Elliott
Kris Erickson
Kristen Avery
Kyle Miller
Lara Bulger
Laura Ryan
Laurel Carter
Lauren La Rose
Lauren Wyman
Leah Atkinson
Leek Corp.
Leslie Francombe
Leslie Hetherington
Lewis Cohen Family
Foundation
Linda Chu
Lisa De Wilde
Lisa Shen

Simmone Park
Simon Anderson
Simona Ramkisson
Sonia Jog
Sony Electronics Inc.
Spencer West
Steen Starr
Stéphanie Lamothe
Susan Anthony
Suzanne and Bob Weiss
Sydney Choi
Taha Muharuma
Taku Kumabe
Tamara Ivanochko
Tania Rashid
Taylor Luftig
TD Bank Group
Tony G
Toronto Sign Language
Interpreter Service
Tristan Gadd
Udo Schliemann
University of Guelph
Valerie Free
Vanessa Saraiva
Vicki Clough
Victor Lam
Victoria Bisback
Victoria Robson
Wendy Louis
Yolanda Bonnell
Yung Yemi Studio
Yusuke Tanaka
Zoe Aimée

Lori Willcox
Louanne Chan
Louise Abbott
Luba Lesychyn
Lucy Ho
Madeleine Patton
Maggie Paul
Major Tom Agency Inc
Maria Capulong
Maria Williams
Mark Hutchison
Mark Wellings
Mary Calder
Mary Wilson
MaryKae Vranesic
Matthew Ing
Matthew Lipinski
Maureen Spitz
Meers Family
Megan Cloutier
Megan Wilkinson
Meinrad Meerkamper
Melanie DiPasquale
Mercury Films Inc.
Meyira Winer
Michael McNeely
Mike Prosserman
Michaela Yarmol-Matusiak
Michelle Cochrane
Michelle D'Souza
Michelle Ragno
Mohini Mehta
Molly Johnson

Monica Pavez
Moshe Ronen
Myrna Daniels
Nalini Stewart
Nancy McNee
Nathalie Sato
Nidhi Khanna
Nonna Aroutiounian
Obed Cetoute
Oliver Nassar
Patricia Douglas
Patricia Tervit
Patrick Adams
Paula Utomi
Pina Lostritto
Rachel Kennedy
Reena Chohan
Reia Tariq
Richmond Uy
Bob Isenberger
Robert Lantos
Robert McCain
Robin Ramcharan
Robyn Citizen
Rodica Kathein
Ron Samson
Rori Caffrey
Russell Field
Ryan White
Sarah Phillips
Sarina Perchak
Seema Jethalal
Selina McCallum



S T A F FJAYU

Gilad Cohen (he/him)
Founder & Exec. Director

Andrea Rodriguez (she/her)
Director of Operations

John Debono (he/him)
Manager of Content & Programming

Carissa Law (she/her)
Manager of Advancement

Desiree McKenzie (she/her)
iAM Program Manager

Nicole Dane (she/her)
Development Coordinator

Samantha Lu (she/her)
Programs Coordinator
 



O FBOARD
DIRECT O R S

Alicia Rose (she/her)
Chair

David Vella (he/him)
Past Chair

Nidhi Khanna (she/her)
Vice Chair

Brittney Cathcart (she/her)
Secretary

Amanda Blair Roberson (she/her) 
Director

Liz Kohn (she/her)
Director

Lauren La Rose (she/her)
Director

Michael Prosserman (he/him)
Director

Nonna Aroutiounian (she/her)
Director

Graeme Roy (he/him)
Director

Kate Shao (she/her)
Director
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