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ECPC Vision Taking Shape
Members and friends of the East Craftsbury
Presbyterian Church have met twice this year for
the purpose of discerning what God is calling us
to do as we move into the future.
On April 25, we worked in four groups to
complete the following sentence: “A faithful
ECPC …”

Session Authorizes New Sound
System and Window Repair
Session recently authorized two major projects:
purchase and installation of a sound system and
repairs of several stained glass windows
(including the tallest window on the south wall of
the sanctuary.)
The sound system was installed June 1, and used
for the first time on June 6. Several members
helped evaluate the system before a committee
headed by Dave Stoner made the final selection.
The large stained glass window will be removed
during the month of June. Bruce Shields will
oversee the repairs.

As the groups shared their thoughts, they sorted
over a hundred statements into four overarching themes:
 A faithful ECPC engages actively and
prayerfully in missions to the local and
worldwide community.
 A faithful ECPC promotes a faithful and
supportive fellowship.
 A faithful ECPC praises God with
worship and song.
 A faithful ECPC reaches out to all
through Preaching/Worship.
The Mission Study Committee is now conducting
“windshield surveys” of the community and
asking random people two questions: “Are you
aware of the East Craftsbury Presbyterian
Church?” and (if they are aware of the
congregation) “What do you know about it?”
The Committee will use all of this information to
paint a vivid portrait of the congregation and the
community it serves as ECPC moves forward.

A generous gift from Fred and Louise Kinsey
allowed us to refurbish our sign so that all who
pass by can identify us. Morris and David
Rowell ordered and installed the artwork.
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From Pastor Dennis

The Spirituality of Stewardship

The East Craftsbury Presbyterian Church is eight
months into its journey from the conclusion of
one installed pastorate to the threshold of the
next.

[Adapted from an article by Robert Bohl, moderator of
the 1994 General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.).]

This interim time brings many opportunities to
do things that produce future benefits, and you
have accomplished much to be proud of:
Session undertook several projects that say to the
surrounding community that this congregation is
vital and caring:
 Replaced the old elevator – “We value and
welcome people of all abilities to all of our
activities.”
 Installed a new sound system – “We want
you to understand what is going on.”
 Refurbished the church sign – “We are the
East Craftsbury Presbyterian Church. We
welcome you. It’s easy to reach us.”
 Authorized repairs of several stained glass
windows – “We believe that God has plans
for this congregation for years to come.”
Session formed a Mission Study Committee,
which has now held two congregational
meetings. An article on the first page of this issue
highlights their progress.
I believe that the Holy Spirit is leading the East
Craftsbury Presbyterian Church into an exciting
future … and that these projects demonstrate
your faithful determination to follow that leading.
~ Pastor Dennis

Kay Shields Heads for General
Assembly
Kay Shields will travel to Minneapolis, MN July
3-10 for the 219th General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church (U. S. A.).
Kay represents the Presbytery of Northern New
England as our Elder Commissioner. PNNE’s
Minister Commissioner is Rev. Diane Hoppe
Hugo, pastor of the Mid-Coast Presbyterian
Church, Topsham, ME. The Northern New
England Youth Advisory Delegate (YAD) is
Kelsey Cowan from the Bedford (NH)
Presbyterian Church.
We keep Kay, Diane and Kelsey in your prayers
as they conduct the business of the wider church.

We discover the joy of giving when we discover
that stewardship is everything we do from the
moment we confess Jesus Christ as Lord. The
Russian writer Nicholas Berdyaev once said: “If I
am hungry it is a material problem. If someone
else is hungry it is a spiritual problem.” Those
who exhibit exemplary stewardship have made
this an intensively spiritual matter.
A poor church is not one without money, but
one without a vision. When people have a clear
Biblical and theological understanding of the
mission of the church, healthy stewardship
practices emerge.
New Testament church leaders discovered that
stewardship did not come naturally; it was a
learned discipline. Paul wrote to his young
colleague Timothy to teach the people in
Ephesus that “there is great gain in godliness
combined with contentment; for we brought
nothing into the world, so that we can take
nothing out of it” (1 Timothy 6:6-7). We might
say it this way: we make a living by what we get,
but we make a life by what we give away.
If we believe that the mission of the church is to
“make disciples,” to teach people to obey the
commandments of, we have to remember that
Jesus also said: “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up
their cross and follow me… For what will it
profit them if they gain the whole world but
forfeit their life?” (Matthew 16:24-26).
Exciting things are happening today in many
Presbyterian churches as they put a new
emphasis on stewardship in its fullest dimension
– which includes a person’s time, talent and
treasures (financial resources).
Where there is a vibrant, exciting church, that
congregation has made stewardship a spiritual
matter. For those Presbyterians, stewardship has
to do with how they live and their daily
commitments to Jesus Christ as their Lord.
Do you practice healthy stewardship?
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ECPC Pitches in to Help Haitians

Women’s Summer Bible Study

Our church responded to the needs of the
people of Haiti in the wake of the recent
earthquake by collecting items for 17 Health Kits
and 25 School Kits.

Last summer 6-8 women met at Fielda
Calderwood's for 8 weekly mornings to study the
book of Joshua. Leadership rotated. We learned
a lot and enjoyed the company and brief release
from summer chores.

Special thanks to Mary Quigley for giving 8
completed school kits and Eunice Kinsey for
crafting the 17 school bags.
Church World Service transported the kits to
Haiti for distribution.

Women’s Garden Party and Lunch
The annual Women’s Garden Party and Lunch
takes place at 12 noon Tuesday, June 22, on Lake
Memphremagog at Genie and Jim MacKellar's.

This year's study is on Revelation. Fielda is
willing to coordinate meeting time and place and
the order of study materials. (about $8 cost to
you).
Please consider joining us, and let Fielda know
your interest and the day(s) and time(s) you
would be able to meet. (802) 586-2297.

Graduates!

Bring a dish-to-pass salad. Genie will provide
dessert and beverage.

Congratulations to …

Directions will be available at the back of the
church. Because of the distance please pool your
rides.

Carolyn Rowell – St. Johnsbury Academy

Any husbands who wish to come and keep Jim
company are welcome.

Christy Kavanaugh (Granddaughter of Eunice
Kinsey) from Adams College, Alamosa, CO – BS
in Biochemistry

Summer Birthdays
1
23
24
26
30
9
13
17
26

11
26
30
31
31

Katie Rowell
Jim MacKellar
Bob Schlitt
Betty Urie
Doug Calderwood

Babies!
Valerie and Dick Morrison have a new
granddaughter: Abigail Johnson, born March 17
to Hope and Tim Johnson.

Judy Crawford
Bruce Shields
Brian Young
Linden James Urie, Maeda Rose Urie and
Nell McClure Urie

August

Anita Fletcher
Marvin Rowell
Kristin Urie
Brett Urie
Joannie Schlitt

Tad Morrison – Drexel University, Philadelphia,
PA – B. S., Mechanical Engineering

Lauren Stroeher (Malda Horn’s granddaughter)
– Washington State University, Pullman WA –
majors in psychology and marriage counseling

June

July

John Dunbar – Craftsbury Academy

Mary and Steve Quigley are the proud
grandparents of Cassidy Paige Walsh, born
May 27 to Elinor and Jason Walsh.
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Summer Calendar
 June 13 (Sunday) – Fellowship Dinner honoring High School graduates Carolyn Rowell and John
Dunbar
 June 20 (Sunday) – Teacher Appreciation. After-worship refreshments begin.
 June 22 (Tuesday) – Annual Women’s Garden Party and Lunch at the MacKellar’s – noon.
 July 10 (Saturday) – Antiques & Uniques (Volunteers from ECPC and other churches will staff the food
tent) – 10 AM - 4 PM.
 July 17 (Saturday) – ECPC Church Picnic at the Manse – noon.
 July 24 (Saturday) – Craftsbury Community Care Center Cookout – noon.
 July 29 (Thursday)– Women’s Coffee at Jenny Stoner’s lake home – 10 AM.
 August 7 (Saturday) – Celebration of Bob and Joannie Schlitt’s Wedding Vows – 2 PM.
 August 21 (Saturday) – Women’s Summer Breakfast – 9 AM. Annual gathering of PW members, guests
and summer friends.
 September 4 (Saturday) – Corn Roast at Stoners’ woodlot – 5:30PM
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