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UPDATE #3
On March 11, 2016, historic floodwaters from the Bogue Falaya River inundated St. Joseph Abbey and Seminary College with nearly
two feet of water. The impact of the flood far surpasses damages suffered in Hurricane Katrina. The importance of a swift response
is underscored by the fact that a record number of seminarians are expected to enroll in the seminary college this fall. Buildings
must be equipped to accommodate them this August.
The information below is provided so that you can make informed decisions regarding support of our reconstruction efforts. This
document summarizes “what we currently know”, and will be updated and shared as more information becomes available.

How extensive was the damage? How much progress has there been
on cleanup?
Thirty-one buildings and structures suffered varying degrees of damage,
including Seminary College classrooms, residence halls, the library, gym,
dining hall and kitchen. Other apostolates affected were the Pennies
for Bread bakery, Abbey Woodworks, and the retreat center.
Floodwaters also damaged our historic buildings, including the
basement of the chapel, damaging electrical and air conditioning
systems crucial for maintaining the integrity of the chapel’s magnificent
murals. Thankfully, water did not reach the main floor of the chapel.
In addition to damaged buildings, there is the cost of cleaning and/or
replacing furniture, fixtures and equipment. Finally, infrastructure such
as the bridge, roads and electrical systems are being assessed for
damage.

Offices in Pius Hall. The ground floor of buildings have been
gutted up to the four-foot level.

Given the summer heat and humidity, we moved quickly to tear out wet flooring and drywall, lest mold infiltrate even further into
structures and cause additional damage and expense. The ground floor of nearly all buildings have been gutted up to the four-foot
level.
What is the estimated cost for cleanup and repair?
Flood recovery has three distinct phases: Clean Up, Stabilization, and Restoration. The estimate for all three phases is $30 million.

Will any of the costs be covered by insurance or FEMA?
Like most hazard insurance, ours did not cover flooding, nor was flood insurance required by our insurance company. As a private
non-profit educational institution, Saint Joseph Seminary College is eligible for federal assistance, and has begun the application
process. However, it will take months to work with the State of Louisiana and FEMA to determine the amount of assistance. Unlike
Hurricane Katrina, FEMA will not reimburse 100% of the costs, but rather a portion—which is still being determined.
How much has been raised so far for recovery efforts? How much will you need to raise?
Through June 2, 2016, we have gratefully received a total of $2.1 million for recovery efforts. We are planning a multi-million dollar
capital campaign through the Department of Institutional Advancement and anticipating a fundraising goal of $10 million. Please
note that this is a preliminary goal; much will depend upon FEMA’s response.

May I make a donation to fund a particular need?
Unrestricted gifts to be used “where the need is greatest” give us the most flexibility. It allows leadership to address the most crucial
institutional priorities. Among them is the need to prepare for 150+ seminarians this August, the largest enrollment in Seminary
history. For details, contact Leslie Tate, Director of Institutional Advancement at (985) 867 - 2235 or ltate@sjasc.edu.

I would like to help with fundraising efforts. Who should I contact?
Contact Leslie Tate, Director of Institutional Advancement at (985) 867 – 2235 or ltate@sjasc.edu.

Why not wait until the FEMA funding is known, and then begin raising money for the ‘gap’?
It will take several months to prepare a FEMA claim, and longer still before FEMA makes a decision regarding our eligibility for
government aid. In setting a fundraising goal, it would be helpful to first have a decision from FEMA—but we don’t have the luxury
of time. Given the extent of the damage, and our need for working capital, time is of-the-essence in raising funds with the best
information currently available. Regarding FEMA, we need to “hope for the best” even as we launch a campaign that “prepares for
the worst.”

Is there anything else I can do to help?
Offer prayers of gratitude that no one was hurt. Then pray for perseverance and patience for the monks, faculty, staff, and record
number of seminarians who will long remember the flood of March 2016.

