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UPDATE #10
On March 11, 2016, historic floodwaters from the Bogue Falaya River
inundated Saint Joseph Abbey and Seminary College (SJASC) with nearly two
feet of water across all of the monastery buildings. The impact of the flood
far surpassed damages we suffered in Hurricane Katrina. An unprecedented
cleanup began immediately the following day. The importance of a swift
response was underscored by the fact that 138 seminarians were on-campus
at the time of the flood and over 150 seminarians were due to enroll in the
seminary college this fall, the largest enrollment in Seminary history. To this
end, two work crews of 75 men each worked 24 hours around the clock to
“clean and stabilize” all the buildings on the SJASC campus.
This document summarizes “what we currently know,” and it will be updated
and shared as more information becomes available.
The Abbey Church

How extensive was the damage? How much progress has
there been on cleanup?
The main floor of thirty-one buildings and structures suffered extensive
damage, including the historic Abbey Church, monastery, Seminary
College classrooms, residence halls, library, gym, dining halls and
kitchen. Other Abbey-related apostolates affected were the Pennies for
Bread Bakery, Abbey Woodworks, and Christian Life Retreat Center.
Thankfully, water did not reach the main floor of the Abbey Church;
however, the basement was flooded, damaging electrical and air
conditioning systems crucial for maintaining the integrity of the
church’s magnificent murals.
Ultimately, the ground floor of all of SJASC’s buildings were gutted up to
the four-foot level. In addition to damaged buildings, St Joseph Abbey
Ground floor of the monastery
incurred the monumental cost of cleaning and/or replacing furniture,
fixtures and equipment. Given the summer’s heat and humidity, we had to move quickly to tear out wet flooring and drywall, lest
mold infiltrate even further into structures and cause additional damage and expense.

Will any of the costs be covered by insurance or FEMA?
Like most hazard insurance, SJASC’s insurance did not cover flooding, nor did
our insurance company require flood insurance. As a private non-profit
educational institution, Saint Joseph Seminary College is eligible for federal
assistance. However, over the last several months, we have worked with the
State of Louisiana and FEMA to determine the amount of assistance we will
receive. Unlike Hurricane Katrina, FEMA will not reimburse 100% of the
costs, but rather something closer to a 75% portion. To date, we have
received $1.5 million, and we anticipate additional federal reimbursement
monies. Saint Joseph Abbey has hired the Sulzer Group to lead our efforts in
federal grant management funding and our day-to-day reconstruction
efforts.
Since they are purely religious in nature, the Abbey Church and the part of
the monastery inhabited by the monks are not eligible for federal assistance.

Monks’ Refectory

What is the estimated cost for cleanup and
repair?
The flood recovery has had three distinct phases of which
we are currently in Phase 3 – Restoration.
—Clean Up
—Stabilization
—Restoration
The estimate for all three phases is $35 million.

Christian Life Retreat Center

How much has been raised privately thus far for recovery
efforts?
Through January 31, 2017, SJASC has gratefully received a total of $5.25 million
for recovery efforts from private donations. Much, much more will be needed
to cover all costs.

Seminarian Eric Gruspier

We have been blessed with an outpouring of
support from the community. Thank you for your
heartfelt prayers and generosity.

Rouquette Library

