
Enjoy Albany’s mod architecture at your own pace. 
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107 Washington Avenue
Date: Facade 1972

This two story brick building was given a 
new Modern-style facade in 1972 that, per 
a period newspaper article, was “designed 
to blend with the architecture of adjacent 
buildings” for the Continental Insurance 
Company and Union National Bank. It 
appears taller due to a parapet that makes 
it three stories high from the exterior. It is 
set back with a raised pedestrian plaza; the 
upper stories slightly cantilevered over a 
ground floor base, clad in dark aluminum 
panels. The center entrance has a box 
canopy. Although less than 50 years old the 
building is a contributing factor to the new 
Washington Avenue Corridor Historic District, 
listed on the National Register in 2019. The 
building is associated with the redevelopment 
of the lower Washington Avenue in the third 
quarter of the twentieth century,  retaining the 
integrity of it’s 1972 reworked facade.
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111 Washington Avenue 
Date: 1961-62; re-clad 2017
Architect: Julius Tauss and A. L. Lewis 
Associates 

This Washington Ave office building was 
completed in 1962 for Picotte Building 
Company as a part of the redevelopment 
of the Washington Avenue Corridor. The 
primary tenant at 111 Washington Avenue 
was the Mechanics Exchange Savings Bank. 
This seven-story, four-bay steel-frame office 
building was banded with white marble, 
but had a vertical emphasis with banks of 
aluminum windows and teal spandrel panels 
between marble clad pilasters, creating an 
almost plaid effect. The facade was re-clad 
in 2017 with a new entrance canopy. The 
basic form of the building remains, with upper 
stories cantilevering over recessed a ground 
floor. 



143 Washington 
Avenue

107 Washington Avenue - 1968



119 Washington Avenue 
Date: 1954

This Modern/Post Modern three-story, three-
bay brick office building was constructed for 
Joel Carroll. The stark brick building has a 
taller center bay with a double-height window 
above the main entrance illuminating the 
reception hall, flanked by narrow double-
height glass block sidelights. The Classically 
inspired cornice with its center arch and 
entrance portico were added later, softening 
the appearance. Side bays feature horizontal 
gangs of windows and spandrel panels. 

143 Washington Avenue 
Date: 1960
Architect: Donald J. Stephens

This four-story, steel-frame office building with 
brick cladding was built in the Modern style 
for the Civil Service Employees Association. 
The front facade consists almost entirely of 
glass windows framed by brick corner piers. 
The entrance at the right of the ground floor 
is accessed by a short concrete stair, flanked 
with brick planters. Boxy brise-soleil on the 
south-facing primary facade protect the large 
windows from summer sun. The side and rear 
facades consist of long, uninterrupted strip 
windows set flush with the brick facade. The 
building is set back behind a wide sidewalk 
and deep lawn. 

155 Washington Avenue 
Date: c. 1965
Architect: Julius Tauss

This Modern office building is a four-story, 
ten-bay steel-framed office structure with 
concrete piers and brick spandrels. Large 
bulkhead rises above center four bays. The 
building is set back behind a wide sidewalk 
and deep entrance portico. The portico, once 
a Modern- style zig-zag, has either been 
replaced or encased. Access ramp installed, 
windows replaced. 

119 Washington Avenue - undated
155 Washington Avenue - undated

Want to find out more about the men who built many of the mid-
century architecture? Donald Stephens, Henry Blatner, Percival 
Goodman, Wallace Harrison, and Edward Durrell Stone are all 
featured in Architects in Albany. Architects in Albany is available 
for sale at Fort Orange General Store at 412 Broadway. Happy 
reading!



161 Washington Avenue 
Date: 1955
Architect: Julius Tauss

This three-story, 13-bay steel-framed office 
was built to house the Internal Revenue 
Service. It features vertical concrete piers 
projecting outward from the facade. Brick 
corners wrap around to the brick side 
facades. The spandrels, once flush with the 
windows, have been boxed out to match the 
projecting piers. The wide entrance canopy 
(an original feature) has been partially 
enclosed. The lot extends through the block, 
with a parking lot off Elk Street. The building 
became the main branch of the Albany 
Public Library in 1977 when it moved from 
Harmanus Bleecker Library on the corner of 
Dove Street and Washington Avenue. It is 
now the Washington Avenue Branch, part of 
the Albany Public Library system. 

161 Washington Avenue - undated

162 Washington Avenue 
Date: 1960
Architect: Julius Tauss

This seven-story office building steel frame 
building dominates its block of Washington 
Avenue. When constructed on speculation 
Backer Associated Industries Inc. back in 
1960, it heavily resembled 111 Washington 
Avenue prior to its “new” facade.  The facade 
facing Washington Avenue was originally clad 
with horizontal bands of glass and aluminum 
panels that accentuated the verticality of 
the building.  Circa 1990, it was re-clad with 
windows arranged into narrower vertical bays 
with masonry between. Side and rear facades 
are brick-clad with wide rectangular windows 
arranged in regular bays. It was built on 
speculation, an early tenant was the Mobil Oil 
Co., which occupied the upper three stories. 

162 Washington Avenue - undated

All of the buildings in the 
Downtown Cluster are a part 
of Albany’s newest historic 
district, the Washington Avenue 
Corridor Historic District.  
This district was listed on the 
National Register of Historic 
Places in November 2019. 

The full nomination with an in 
depth history of the corridor can 
be found on Historic Albany’s 
website: 

www.historic-albany.org/
advocacy/wachd
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140 Academy Road, Albany Academy for 
Girls
Date: 1958
Architect Henry Blatner

One of nearly 20 school projects completed 
by Albany architect Henry Blatner, the 
Albany Academy for Girls is said to be the 
one he was proudest of. The complex is a 
grouping of gabled buildings connected by 
long low buildings, with nearly floor to ceiling 
windows. The building was constructed with 
an exposed light steel frame and clad with 
clinker bricks from the Powell and Minnock 
brickyard in Coeymans. Blatner’s academic 
designs were intended to utilize daylight as 
much as possible resulting in very light and 
bright spaces. His practice became known for 
their academic architecture.

21 Hackett Boulevard, St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church
Date: 1966
Architect: Donald Stephens

Saint Paul’s Church was founded in 1827, 
when the growth of the City of Albany 
southward inspired a group of Episcopalians 
to begin a church in the Pastures 
neighborhood. The congregation struggled 
for several decades, and worshiped in two 
different buildings. In 1863, the congregation 
moved into a building on Lancaster Street, 
and for nearly the next century it thrived 
and grew. Eventually, it became one of the 
most influential congregations in Albany, with 
more than 1500 members, many of them 
distinguished personages in business and 
politics.

Beginning in the mid-1940’s, the 
neighborhood around the church began a 
period of decline. By the late 1950’s, the 
congregation was again struggling and 
things looked bleak. Rescue came in a 
peculiar way. Governor Nelson Rockefeller 
announced his ambitious plan to raze over 
ninety blocks of blighted downtown Albany 
and build a massive government complex, 
the Empire State Plaza. “Old Saint Paul’s” 
was right in the midst of this planned project. 
With money provided by the state, and land 
provided by the Episcopal Diocese of Albany, 
the congregation relocated a fourth time to 
Hackett Boulevard. The strikingly Modern 
sanctuary (modeled after Coventry’s post-
World War 2 cathedral) was consecrated in 
1966.

-Provided by St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

100 Academy Road, Congregation Beth 
Emeth
Date: 1957
Architect: Percival Goodman

The “great folded roofs” project outward, 
covering a stained glass clad sanctuary. The 
“folds” of the gabled roof suggest that of a 
tent or Mishkan.  A full history of the complex 
has been provided by Congregation Beth 
Emeth on the following pages.

140 Academy Road - Henry Blatner’s rendering of the 
campus’ design



Bonus!
The Albany Academy Field House visible 
on Hackett Boulevard is also a Donald Ste-
phens design from 1967. An interior view of St. Paul’s Church












