
© 2019 The Educator’s School Safety Network                                                         www.eSchoolSafety.org 

This document is for educational purposes only, and may not be distributed or published without proper attribution. 

For additional information, past full year reports, and training opportunities:  

www.eSchoolSafety.org 
Contact:  

Dr. Amy Klinger, Director of Programs,  

Amy AT eSchoolSafety DOT org  

Amanda Klinger, Director of Operations,  

Amanda AT eSchoolSafety DOT org 

http://www.eschoolsafety.org/
mailto:Amy@eSchoolSafety.org
mailto:amanda@eSchoolSafety.org


© 2019 The Educator’s School Safety Network                                                         www.eSchoolSafety.org 

This document is for educational purposes only, and may not be distributed or published without proper attribution. 

Threats and Incidents of Violence in Schools: 

A Mid-Year Analysis of 2018 -2019 School Year 
Researched and written by Dr. Amy Klinger and Amanda Klinger, Esq. 

The Educator’s School Safety Network 
 

Introduction 

Since 2015, The Educator’s School Safety Network (ESSN), a national non-profit school safety 
organization, has compiled and issued reports using the most current information on violence in America’s 
schools to determine the scope and severity of the threats and violent incidents. This abbreviated report is an 
initial analysis of what has occurred thus far from the beginning of August to the end of December 2018, the 
first half of the current school year.  

This report draws comparisons between the fall of 2016, 2017, and 2018. The data used is from August 
through December of each consecutive year. 

It is important to note that numerous incidents or threats most likely may not been reported, or were 
inadvertently missed by the data collection methods used. Rather than undermining the findings, this potential 
“under-reporting” emphasizes the significance of the issues raised. 

Summary of Key Findings  

The analysis of violent threats and incidents for the first half of the 2018-2019 school year demonstrates 
several key findings: 

1. There continues to be a significant increase 
in the number of violent incidents each fall. 
While the 56% increase in violent incidents 
from the fall of 2016 to the fall of 2017 was 
concerning, the 118% increase from the fall of 
2017 to the fall of 2018 is shocking.  

There is no doubt that the number of violent 
incidents in schools has increased over the last 
three years, however, there are a number of 
factors that may contribute to the dramatic 
spike in the fall of 2018. The most likely factor 
is the increased attention and reporting of 
violent incidents in the wake of the Parkland 

shooting. The harsh reality is that school safety concerns are not just about threats.  
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2.  The rate of threats of violence in schools also 
increased at a rapid pace in the fall of 2018, 
climbing 63% from the previous fall.  This is a 
significant increase compared to the relatively 
modest increase of 9% from the fall of 2016 to 
the fall of 2017.   

Like the dramatic increase in violent incidents, 
the jump in threats of violence in the fall of 2018 
was most likely impacted as well by increased 
reporting and attention. In addition, when a 
threat is “successful” in that it creates chaos even 
to the point of cancelling classes, it tends to 
encourage additional copycat threats.  

 

3. The most frequent type of threat (44.5% of all threats) 
was unspecified, meaning either (1) the school declined 
to provide specifics about the nature of the threat or (2) 
the threat indicated an intent for violence, but did not 
state a specific means (such as a gun or bomb).  

Threats related to a shooting or a gun comprised 29.2% 
of all threats in the fall of 2018, followed by bomb 
threats at 19.8% of all threats.  

It is important to consider the impact of threats on the 
schools. While there may not be the trauma, loss of life, 
or damage of an actual incident, on-going threats of 
violence take a toll on students, staff, parents, and 
emergency responders through increased anxiety, 
consumption of resources, and loss of instructional time.  

 

4. Violent threats and incidents impact schools on a daily basis. The first half of the 2018-2019 school year 
saw at least 1,568 threats of violence (an average of at least 15 per school day) and more than 218 
violent incidents, 24% of which involved a gun being found or fired in a school. The percentage of incidents 
involving guns in schools stayed essentially the same from the fall of 2017. 

At least 27 potential attacks (12% of all incidents) were identified between August and December of 2018. 
Like the percent of gun incidents, the percentage of thwarted plots in the fall of 2018 was almost identical to 
the previous fall.  
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A significant number of incidents (16.6%) involved false reports of violence that resulted in an emergency 
response being enacted by the school and law enforcement officials. These events were not categorized as 
threats because they were responded to as actual incidents and only later were determined to be false.  

 

5. Although all 50 
states experienced 
some type of threat or 
incident of violence in 
the fall of 2018, some 
states have high rates of 
threats and/or incidents 
of violence when 
ranked by the actual 
number of occurrences 
or by the number of 
occurrences per million 
residents.  

 

 

 

Study Methodology and Limitations 

Starting August 1, 2018 reports of all violent incidents and threats in schools were reviewed and data 
collected on the date, location, type of incident, type of school, etc. Additional information such as 
perpetrator sex and age, and other specific or unusual findings were also incorporated when available. This 
data was verified and aggregated to arrive at the findings incorporated in this report. Data collection for the 
2018-2019 school year began August 1, 2018 and is ongoing with the final study results for the 2018-
2019 to be published in July 2019.  

For the purposes of this study, “violent incidents” and “threats of violence” were defined as those with the 
potential for loss of life. Lower levels of school violence, such as fights, harassment etc. were not included.  

Data sets are based on reports made in local and/or national media. This means that while multiple media 
reports were used to verify and update the accuracy of information related to an incident, if no information 
was released by the school or the incident was never reported in any fashion, then it is not included in the 
data set.  

For full research methodology, please see our full prior year reports, www.eSchoolSafety.org/violence 

www.eSchoolSafety.org/violence

