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Into the Woods
An artistic couple creates a midsummer
night’s dream
| By Mary Jo Bowling | Photographs by Jesse Leake |
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When Leigh Keiser envisioned her wedding
to Andrew Lyndon, an image of a chandelier
in the woods came to mind. After mentioning
the vision to her floral designer, Mary Lois
Hare of Loop Event Arts, the idea of an
avant-garde Midsummer Night’s Dream–
themed wedding was born.
“We wanted to make a magical event in
the woods where all of our friends could come

together and celebrate,” she said. “I imagined
a weekend where everyone went hiking,
swimming, and kayaking—and where visitors
came upon unexpected nooks and surprises.”
The couple chose Dawn Ranch Lodge
in Guerneville as their site because of its
gorgeous tree-covered grounds and the fact
that it reminded the bride of the Adirondacks.
With that decision made, they worked with

Hare and wedding planners Alison Hotchkiss
and Kelsey Sheofsky to make Keiser’s vision
come to life.
On the grounds of the Lodge, they
created three installations: a human-sized
nest, a labyrinth made out of flowers, and a
seating area composed of moss-upholstered
Victorian furniture. “Andrew is an artist, and
I have a performing-arts background. We
wanted art to be part of our wedding,” Keiser
says. “Our guests loved stumbling upon these
installations—in fact, our oldest friends fell
in love in the nest.”
The couple went to great lengths to make
sure that everyone—from their friends to
their friends’ children—had fun things to
do. Lounge chairs, pillows, and blankets were
brought in to create a sanctuary around the
pool area, where guests could relax, order
drinks, or read magazines ranging from
high-end design glossies to celeb rags such as
US Weekly. Guests could also participate in
walking tours of Healdsburg and Armstrong
Woods. At the reception, they included a kids’
tent, where youngsters could enjoy painting
and games. “Leigh and Andrew really
wanted it to feel like they were opening up
their own home for the weekend,” Hotchkiss
explains. “They wanted their guests to be very
comfortable and relaxed.”
The ceremony took place in the Lodge’s
apple orchard. As they arrived, guests were
treated to lavender lemonade or iced tea and
invited to add flowers to their wedding finery
at the “flower adornment station” before
taking a seat on long wooden benches set up
under the trees.
As a band began to play gospel and
rhythm and blues, the groom and his daughter
ran down the aisle, cheered on by their friends.
The bride followed at a more sedate pace to an
R&B wedding march. The vows, which the
couple wrote, included Lyndon promising to
bring Keiser coffee in bed every morning, and
Keiser promising to always have Vital Vittles
bread on hand for toast making. As the two
walked back up the aisle as husband and wife,
guests rang small Tibetan bells.
After the ceremony, friends waited for
the first dance with great anticipation: Keiser
is a professional dancer, Lyndon is not. As “I
Believe,” by Stevie Wonder began to play, they
wondered if he would be able to keep up—
and he surprised them all. “He was incredible!
I knew he could dance, but he really brought
it that day!” Keiser enthused. “Our first dance
was one of the best parts of the wedding. We
were totally in the moment, just jamming.”

Place of Ceremony and
Reception: Dawn Ranch
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Event Designer and
Wedding Consultant:
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Flowers: Mary Lois Hare,
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Cake: Perfect Endings
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Clockwise from upper
left: Orange and
turquoise, the bride’s
favorite colors, made a
bold floral statement;
benches had cushions
and fans for comfort;
a faux bois cake fit
the rustic setting; the
bride gets a hand from
one of her attendants.
Clockwise from below:
An art installation
of moss-upholstered
furniture was a hit
with guests; the band
played unconventional
music during the
wedding ceremony; the
names of local trees
marked tables.

The vows, which
the couple wrote,
included Lyndon
promising to bring
Keiser coffee in bed
every morning, and
Keiser promising to
always have Vital
Vittles bread on hand
for toast making.
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