
  

 

INCORPORATED VILLAGE OF MASTIC BEACH 

369 NEIGHBORHOOD ROAD 

MASTIC BEACH, NY 11951 

 

BOARD MEETING  

FEBRUARY 3, 2016 

 

PRESIDING OFFICER: Maura P. Spery, Mayor 

 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES PRESENT AND VOTING:    

 

Bruce Summa, Deputy Mayor; Christopher Anderson, Elizabeth Manzella and 

Anne Snyder, Trustees 

 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES ABSENT:  None 

 

OFFICIALS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES PRESENT:   

 

Guy W. Germano, Esq., Village Attorney; G. William Germano, Jr., Esq., Deputy 

Village Attorney; Gerard Glass, Esq., Village Labor Counsel (Item #16 only; left the 

meeting at 7:41 p.m.); Susan F. Alevas, Esq., Village Clerk/Administrator; Wendy 

Scharf, Deputy Village Clerk 

 

INVITED GUESTS:   

 

Victor Cornelius, representing Endeavor Municipal Development, Inc. (Item #19 

only); Dennis Brophy, representing Hoffman International, Inc. (Item #9 only) 

 

1.   CALL TO ORDER AND WELCOME 

 

Mayor Spery called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. 

 

2.    PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND MOMENT OF SILENCE 

 

Mayor Spery led the pledge of allegiance that was followed by a 

moment of silence. 
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3.    EMERGENCY-EVACUATION ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

Village Clerk/Administrator Alevas reviewed the 

emergency-evacuation procedure. 

 

4.    ROLL CALL 

 

Village Clerk/Administrator Alevas conducted a roll call of the 

Board of Trustees. 

 

5.     ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF MINUTES  

 

Mayor Spery asked board members if they had any comments or 

questions about the meeting minutes for January 19, 2016, as 

presented to the Board by the Village Clerk/Administrator on 

January 27, 2016.  Trustees Anderson and Snyder offered several 

clerical corrections.  The Village Clerk/Administrator will review the 

meeting notes and video and make any necessary changes. 

 

6.      AUTHORIZATION FOR THE PAYMENT OF CLAIMS 

 

A motion was made by Maura Spery and seconded by 

Bruce Summa to authorize the payment of claims.  Following a 

discussion, voting on the pending motion was as follows. 

Motion offered by Maura Spery, seconded by Bruce Summa to 

wit: 

WHEREAS,  upon the recommendation of the Village Deputy Treasurer; now, 
therefore, be it 

 
RESOLVED,   that the Board of Trustees authorizes the payment of claims as 

presented in Abstract No. A9-2016, in the total amount of 
$259,269.55, a copy of which is annexed hereto and made a part 
hereof as Attachment #1. 

 
Motion carried:  3-Yes; 2-No (C. Anderson; A. Snyder) 
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7.    PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS 

 

A.  TREASURER 

 

Mayor Spery called for a motion to appoint a Treasurer to replace 

Ms. Hedy Bluth, who resigned effective at the close of business on 

January 15, 2016, for a term of office expiring at 12 noon on 

April 3, 2017.   

 

A motion was made by Maura Spery and seconded by 

Bruce Summa to appoint a new Treasurer.  Following a 

discussion, voting on the pending motion was as follows. 

Motion offered by Maura Spery, seconded by Bruce Summa to 

wit: 

 

WHEREAS,   it is in the Village’s best interest to appoint a treasurer to fill an 

existing vacancy; and 

 

WHEREAS,    upon the recommendation of Mayor Spery; now, therefore, be it 

 

RESOLVED,   that the Board of Trustees authorizes the appointment of 

Anne Abel as Treasurer (Suffolk County Job Title #0288; Suffolk 

County Duties Statement #16-0170, at an hourly salary of $35.00, 

for a maximum of twenty (20) hours per week, with all benefits the 

Village offers its part-time managerial employees, for a term 

extending through 12 noon on April 3, 2017; and be it further 

 

RESOLVED,   that in accordance with New York State Village Law 

Section 3-300(2)(a), Ms. Anne Abel may reside within the County 

of Suffolk and outside the Village; and be it further 

 

RESOLVED,   that this appointment is conditioned upon Ms. Abel’s completion of 

a criminal-background check and drug test, with an employment 

effective date to be determined by the Village thereafter; and be it 

further 

 

RESOLVED,   that the Board of Trustees authorizes the Village 

Clerk/Administrator and the Deputy Treasurer to take all actions 

necessary to effectuate this Resolution. 
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Motion carried:  3-Yes; 2-No (C. Anderson; A. Snyder) 

 

B.  ACCOUNTANT 

 

Mayor Spery called for a motion to appoint a part-time Accountant 

to support the work of the Village Treasurer.   

 

A motion was made by Maura Spery and seconded by 

Bruce Summa to appoint a new Accountant.  Following a 

discussion, voting on the pending motion was as follows. 

Motion offered by Maura Spery, seconded by Bruce Summa to 

wit: 

 

WHEREAS,   it is in the Village’s best interest to provide sufficient staffing 

resources to the Village’s Finance Department; and 

 

WHEREAS,    upon the recommendation of Mayor Spery; now, therefore, be it 

 

RESOLVED,   that the Board of Trustees authorizes the appointment of 

Faith Caglianone, CPA, as Accountant (Suffolk County Job 

Title #0221; Suffolk County Duties Statement #15-0111), at an 

hourly salary of $60.00, for a maximum of ten (10) hours per week, 

with all benefits the Village offers its part-time managerial 

employees; and be it further 

 

RESOLVED,   that this appointment is conditioned upon Ms. Caglianone’s 

completion of a criminal-background check and drug test, with an 

employment effective date to be determined by the Village 

thereafter; and be it further 

 

RESOLVED,   that the Board of Trustees authorizes the Village 

Clerk/Administrator and the Deputy Treasurer to take all actions 

necessary to effectuate this Resolution. 

 

Motion carried:  3-Yes; 2-No (C. Anderson; A. Snyder) 

 

8.     GRANT-WRITER PRESENTATION 

 

Mr. Victor Cornelius, from Endeavor Municipal Development, 

Inc., was invited to report to the Board of Trustees regarding grant 
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matters.  Given the poor weather conditions, Mr. Cornelius advised 

he would be arriving later in the meeting.  Accordingly, 

Mayor Spery deferred action on this item until later in the meeting. 

 

9.     PURCHASE-BID SOLICITATION – DPW EQUIPMENT 

 

At the request of Department of Public Works (DPW) 

Superintendent Peter Costelloe, Mayor Spery called for a motion 

to sell the Village’s old sweeper and purchase a new sweeper.  

Village counsel reviewed and approved the proposed purchase 

documents.  Mr. Dennis Brophy, from Hoffman International, Inc., 

was also present for this item. 

 

A motion was made by Maura Spery and seconded by 

Bruce Summa to authorize the sale of the Village’s old sweeper 

and the purchase of a new sweeper.  Following a discussion during 

which Department of Public Works Superintendent Peter Costelloe 

responded to questions from the Board members, voting on the 

pending motion was as follows. 

Motion offered by Maura Spery, seconded by Bruce Summa to 

wit: 

 

WHEREAS,   at the request of Department of Public Works (DPW) 

Superintendent Peter Costelloe and upon the recommendation of 

Mayor Spery; now, therefore, be it 

 

RESOLVED,   that the Board of Trustees authorizes the sale of its existing 

sweeper to the Town of East Hampton, New York, for the amount 

of $130,000.00, said amount which shall be applied to the purchase 

of a new sweeper for the Village; and be it further 

 

RESOLVED,   that the Board of Trustees authorizes the Village to purchase a new 

sweeper from Stewart-Amos, 2700 Paxton Street, Harrisburg, 

Pennsylvania 17111, through the HGACBuy 

Cooperative-Purchasing Program, for the total cost of $188,450.00 

(less whatever balance is left from the $130,000.00 proceeds from 
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the sale of the Village’s sweeper after the old sweeper loan through 

Empire National Bank1 is paid); and be it further 

 

RESOLVED,   that the Department of Public Works Superintendent, the Treasurer, 

Deputy Treasurer and Village Clerk/Administrator are authorized to 

take all actions necessary to effectuate this Resolution; and be it 

further 

 

RESOLVED,   that this Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

Motion carried:  5-Yes; 0-No 

 

10.    AUTHORIZATION FOR GARBAGE-BID ADVERTISING 

Village Counsel Michael Cahill prepared a draft garbage bid, which 

was previously provided to the Board of Trustees, as the current 

contract expires in May 2016.  Accordingly, Mayor Spery called for 

a motion to authorize the letting of a garbage bid.  

A motion was made by Maura Spery and seconded by 

Bruce Summa to authorize the advertising for a new garbage bid.  

During the discussion, a motion to table action on this item was 

made and voted upon as follows. 

Motion offered by Christopher Anderson, seconded by 

Anne Snyder to wit: 

RESOLVED,   that the Board of Trustees table action on whether to authorize the 

advertising for a new garbage bid until the remaining attachments 

are supplied by Village counsel. 

   Motion failed:  2-Yes; 3-No (E. Manzella; M. Spery; B. Summa) 

Mayor Spery then called for a vote on the original, pending motion 

that resulted in voting as follows. 

Motion offered by Maura Spery, seconded by Bruce Summa to 

wit: 

                                                           
1
 The latest Bank pay-off amount for the Village’s old sweeper is $110,550.39, as of January 20, 2016.  Should the 

Board of Trustees approve this Resolution, the Bank will then issue a final payoff letter as of the date of payment. 
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WHEREAS,   the Village of Mastic Beach provides for the collection and disposal 

of solid waste and recyclables generated by the residential 

properties in the Village; and  

WHEREAS,   the current contract for waste-collection services will expire as of 

May 31, 2016; and 

WHEREAS,   the Village wishes to solicit bid proposals from qualified contractors 

to provide such services to the Village for a period of not less than 

five years commencing June 1, 2016; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED,   that the Village Clerk/Administrator is hereby authorized to publish 

a Notice to Bidders and related bid documents to solicit competitive 

bids for the provision of solid waste and recyclables collection and 

disposal services at eligible properties within the Village for a 

five-year term, plus up to five one-year extension terms, said 

options to be exercised at the option of the Village Board of 

Trustees once the final bid documents have been provided by 

Village counsel.  

Motion carried:  3-Yes; 1-No (C. Anderson) 1-Abstention 

(A. Snyder) 

 

11.     AUTHORIZATION TO ATTEND CONFERENCE 

 

A. ACADEMY OF FIRE SCIENCE  

A motion was made by Maura Spery and seconded by 

Bruce Summa to authorize the attendance of employees at a 

training conference.  Following a discussion, voting on the pending 

motion was as follows. 

Motion offered by Maura Spery, seconded by Bruce Summa to 
wit: 

 
WHEREAS,  the Fire Academy and Regional Technical Rescue is conducting 

mandatory training; and 
 
WHEREAS,      upon the recommendation of Mayor Spery; now, therefore, be it 
 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees authorizes the attendance of Fire 

Marshals Carlo Grover and Alfred Loiacono to attend the 
Fire/Arson Investigation Seminar on November 2, 2016, through 
November 4, 2016, inclusive, at the New York State Academy of 
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Fire Science, 600 College Avenue, Montour Falls, NY 14865-9634, 
at A cost of $55.00 per person, that includes a $25.00 registration 
per-person fee; a $10.00 per-person materials fee and a 
$20.00 per-person accommodations fee, for a total of $110.00 for 
the two employees’ attendance; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees authorizes the payment of related hotel 

accommodations at the Hampton Inn, Horseheads, NY, at the 
government daily-room rate of $110.66 per person for three nights 
beginning November 1, 2016, and with check-out on 
November 4, 2016, for a total hotel cost of $332.00 per employee 
(total of $664.00 for both employees); and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, that all workshop fees, hotel-room costs and travel-related 

expenses (mileage-reimbursement expenses at the prevailing 
Internal Revenue Service [IRS] rate shall be paid by the Village in 
accordance with its travel policy; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees authorizes Village officials to take all 

necessary actions to effectuate this Resolution, which shall take 
effect immediately, including the use of the Village credit card to 
pay for workshop registration and hotel accommodations, in accord 
with related Village policy, to register Messrs. Grover and 
Loiacono for this required training. 

 
Motion carried:  5-Yes; 0-No 

 

B.  JUDICIAL TRAINING 

 

A motion was made by Maura Spery and seconded by 

Bruce Summa to authorize the attendance of the Village Justice at 

required, annual training.  Following a discussion, voting on the 

pending motion was as follows. 

 

Motion offered by Maura Spery, seconded by Bruce Summa to 

wit: 

 

WHEREAS,     upon the recommendation of Mayor Spery; now, therefore, be it 

 

RESOLVED,   that the Board of Trustees authorizes the attendance of the Village 

Judge Barbara O’Malley at the Association of Towns of the 

State of New York 2016 Training School and Annual Meeting on 

February 14, 2016, through February 16, 2016, inclusive, for 
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mandatory, annual training for judges, to be held at New York 

Marriott Marquis, 1535 Broadway, New York, New York 10036; and 

be it further 

 

RESOLVED,   that the Board of Trustees authorizes the payment of related hotel 
accommodations at the W New York Times Square, 
1567 Broadway, New York, New York  10036, at the government 
daily-room rate of $303.50, per night, for a total of $607.00 for two 
nights, beginning February 14, 2016, through and including 
February 16, 2016 (with check-out on the morning of 
February 16, 2016); and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, that all workshop fees, in the total amount of $150.00, hotel-room 

costs and travel-related expenses (mileage-reimbursement 
expenses at the prevailing Internal Revenue Service [IRS] rate) or 
use of the Village Mayor’s vehicle and reimbursement of gas costs 
upon submission of original receipts) shall be paid by the Village in 
accordance with its travel policy; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees authorizes the Village 

Clerk/Administrator and Deputy Treasurer to undertake all 
necessary actions to effectuate this Resolution, which shall take 
effect immediately, including the reimbursement of meals and 
gasoline purchases in accord with related Village policy. 

 
Motion carried:  4-Yes; 0-No; 1-Abstention (C. Anderson) 

 

12.     APPOINTMENT OF ELECTION INSPECTORS/POLL WORKERS 

 

Mayor Spery called for a Resolution appointing Election Inspectors 

and other election officials relating to the Village’s upcoming annual 

elections on Tuesday, March 15, 2016. 

A motion was made by Maura Spery and seconded by 

Bruce Summa to authorize the attendance of employees at a 

training conference.  During the discussion, a motion to table action 

on this item was made and voted upon as follows. 

Motion offered by Maura Spery, seconded by Elizabeth Manzella 

to wit: 
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RESOLVED,   that the Board of Trustees tables action on authorizing the 

appointment of election workers until after discussions in executive 

session later in the meeting. 

Motion carried:  5-Yes; 0-No 

 

13.     FLEET POLICY 

 

Mayor Spery led a discussion among the Board of Trustees 

regarding what elements should be included in the Village’s fleet 

policy.  Prior to the meeting, the Board members received a sample 

policy template for their review.  Additionally, Mayor Spery called 

upon Grants Technician Deborah Slack to provide additional, 

related information.  At the conclusion of the discussion, 

Mayor Spery requested that Board members continue their review 

of the policy template and provide related comments and 

suggestions to the Mayor so she, in turn, can work with Ms. Slack 

to develop a customized policy for the Village. 

 

14.     DEPARTURE AND RETURN OF DEPUTY MAYOR 

 

During the discussion of Item #13 above, Deputy Mayor Summa 

left the meeting at 6:53 p.m. and returned at 6:56 p.m. 

 

15.     MOTION TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION  

 

Mayor Spery requested a motion for the Board of Trustees to 

executive session for the purpose of discussing legal and 

contractual matters, as is permitted under the New York State 

Public Officers Law. 

 

Motion offered by Maura Spery, seconded by Bruce Summa to 

wit: 

RESOLVED,   that the Board of Trustees enter into executive session for the 

purpose of discussing legal and contractual matters, as is permitted 

under New York State Public Officers Law. 

 
Motion carried:  5-Yes; 0-No 
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Upon passage of the foregoing Resolution, Mayor Spery adjourned 
the public session at 6:57 p.m. and convened the Board of Trustees 
in executive session at 7:02 p.m. 
 

16.      EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Mayor Spery, Deputy Mayor Summa, Trustees Anderson, 

Manzella and Snyder, Village Attorney Guy W. Germano, Deputy 

Village Attorney G. William Germano, Jr., Clerk/Administrator 

Alevas, Deputy Village Clerk Wendy Scharf, and Labor Counsel 

Gerard Glass, Esq. (left at 7:41 p.m.) were present in executive 

session.  The Board of Trustees discussed particular legal and 

contractual matters. 

 

17.    ADJOURNMENT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Motion offered by Maura Spery, seconded by Bruce Summa to 

wit: 

 

RESOLVED,   that the Board of Trustees adjourn its executive session. 

 

Motion carried:  5-Yes; 0-No 

 

Upon passage of the foregoing Resolution, Mayor Spery adjourned 
the executive session at 7:57 p.m. and re-convened the Board of 
Trustees in public session at 8:00 p.m. 
 

18.    ACTIONS ARISING OUT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Pursuant to discussions held in executive session, Mayor Spery 

called for a motion to appoint election workers for the 2016 annual 

elections on Tuesday, March 15, 2016, between the hours of 

12 noon and 9:00 p.m. 

 

Motion offered by Maura Spery, seconded by Bruce Summa to 

wit: 

 

WHEREAS,   under Section 15-116 of the New York State Election Law, the 

Board of Trustees must appoint two or four inspectors for each 

Village Election District; and 

WHEREAS,   the Village has only one election district; now, therefore, be it 



February 3, 2016 

 

RESOLVED,   that the Board of Trustees appoints the following individuals to 

serve as Election Inspectors for the Village’s General Election to be 

held on Tuesday, March 15, 2016, at the stipend listed: 

Beatrice Blankenship, Election Inspector, $125.00 stipend; and 

Denise Palladino, Election Inspector, $125.00 stipend; and be it 

further 

 

RESOLVED,  that Beatrice Blankenship shall serve as the Chairperson of 

election inspectors, with Denise Palladino serving as substitute 

Chairperson if needed; and be it further 

 

RESOLVED,   that the following individuals are authorized to be assigned by the 

Village Clerk/Administrator and Deputy Village Clerk to fill the 

thirteen (13) Poll-Worker vacancies for the Village’s General 

Election, to be held on Tuesday, March 15, 2016, at a stipend of 

$100.00 each and, the Village Clerk/Administrator and Deputy 

Village Clerk are authorized to assign any of the following 

individuals if needed to fill an unexpected Election Inspector and/or 

Election Inspector/Chairperson vacancy, with preference given to 

those individuals named below who worked in this capacity last 

year (as indicated by an asterisk): 

 Charles Arestia; 

 Lauren Barker; 

 Gregorio Casaverde; 

 Martha Casaverde; 

Barbara Castellano; 

Melanie Dawson; 

Michael Donahue*; 

Gail Degen; 

Nora Duart; 

Lauren Fernandez*; 

Warren Fletcher; 

Frances Hoynacky; 

Barbara Laughlin*; 

David Laughlin*; 

Patrick Liberti, Sr.; 

Erin Mondello; 

Mari Mondello; 

Vincent Nasta*; 
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Marta Nicolas; 

Donna Ohlsen; 

Norma Ortiz; 

Michael Parisi; 

Samantha Pearsall; 

Joann Petrozza*; 

Yolanda Player-Artis*; 

Tiffany Reese; 

Brenda Reyes; 

Tevin Rivera; 

Beatrice Rubsam; 

Patrick Scaringello; 

Rachel Spencer; 

Edward Strack; 

Phyllis Tamburello*; 

Lina Tjondro*; 

Joseph Todaro*; 

Marie Todaro*; and be further 

 

RESOLVED,   that the Village Clerk/Administrator and Deputy Village Clerk are 

authorized to take all necessary actions to effectuate this 

Resolution; and be it further 

 

RESOLVED,   that this Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

Motion carried:  5-Yes; 0-No 

 

19.     GRANT-WRITER PRESENTATION 

 

Mr. Victor Cornelius, from Endeavor Municipal Development, 

Inc., reported to the Board of Trustees regarding grant matters.  He 

responded to questions from members of the Board. 

 

20.     MEETING ADJOURNMENT  

 

There being no further items to come before the Board of Trustees, 

Mayor Spery called for a motion to adjourn. 

 

Motion offered by Maura Spery, seconded by Elizabeth Manzella 

to wit: 
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RESOLVED,    that the Board of Trustees adjourn its meeting at 8:23 p.m. 

 

Motion carried:  5-Yes; 0-No 

 

    Respectfully submitted by: 
 
 
 
Susan F. Alevas, Esq.,  
Village Clerk/Administrator 

 

 

 

 

 


