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Shirley P. and James Wray Bush Pancreatic
Cancer Research and Education Fund

Date
Ian G. Thompson Foundation
c/o Ms. Eliana Thompson
4916 Lasalle Street
New Orleans, Louisiana 70115-6465
Dear Eliana,
Your generosity and dedication to Ochsner are inspiring. Your contributions
allow advances in education, research and patient care and show the depth of
your commitment and compassion. Thank you for your extraordinary support.
I’d like to update you on a few of the activities that our group has been
involved in that were supported by the Ian G. Thompson Foundation’s generous
contributions. Enclosed you will find a brief financial overview of the Shirley
P. and James Wray Bush Pancreatic Cancer Research and Education Fund,
information about how your donations were used and points of pride from
across Ochsner Health System. I hope you enjoy learning more about how
important your investment is to Ochsner.
Again, thank you so much for supporting our work in pancreatic cancer.
Sincerely,

W. Charles Conway, MD, FACS
Surgical Oncology Program Director
Ochsner Medical Center - New Orleans
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of the next generation
of healthcare
professionals. Each
year, upwards of 750
medical students,
1,478 nursing
students, 550 allied
health students and
275 medical residents
and fellows train
at Ochsner Health
System.
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Alliance A021101 Trial
First, our center was chosen to be part of
the Alliance A021101 trial that treated
patients with “borderline resectable”
pancreatic cancer. This clinical trial was
only available at 12 sites in the United
States. The trial focused on using a
newer chemotherapy regimen to treat
patients with pancreatic cancer whose
tumors involve the major abdominal
blood vessels. We were chosen
because surgical expertise is required
and the results were very promising.
The manuscript is being reviewed for
publication in the Annals of Surgery,
and the study was presented in part
at the 2015 Annual Meeting of the
American Society of Clinical Oncology in Chicago.
Twenty-two patients initiated preoperative therapy. The successful completion of this pilot
proves the feasibility of studying treatments for this disease stage. The data generated by this
study and the logistical elements that facilitated the trial’s completion may be used to inform
future trials with a goal of improving outcomes in this subset of patients.

Basic Science Research
We also recently used some of the Bush Pancreatic Cancer Research Fund
to support a pre-medical student working in a basic science lab run by Dr.
Li Li (right) at Ochsner. Her current project examines how pancreatic cancer
interacts with the surrounding tissue environment to develop tumor spread.
She is working on a mouse model to study the interaction between stromal
cells and cancer cells. Dr. Li has also done some work with stem cells in other
tumor types and we may replicate some of her other projects using pancreatic
cancer specimens.

University of Texas Collaboration
Finally, your support continues to be crucial to our collaboration with the
University of Texas Southwestern and Dr. Agnes Witkiewicz (left). Agnes
has collaborated with us to produce mouse models using specimens
from pancreatic cancer patients. Using these models, she can locate the
genetic defects in a particular patient’s tumor and use this information to
try specific anti-cancer drugs in the mouse with that patient’s tumor. This
is an early attempt at patient-centered or precision cancer treatment. This
manuscript is also being reviewed for publication.

Your philanthropic support creates the
opportunity to find innovative and lifesaving treatments for pancreatic cancer
patients. Thank you for your investment
in our research and for giving our
patients hope. Your inspirational support
has motivated 121 other donors to
support pancreatic cancer research and
education at Ochsner. Thank you for your
compassionate, thoughtful and important
support.

The Shirley P. and James Wray Bush
Pancreatic Cancer Research and Education
Fund was created in 2012 to provide support
for costs directly related to pancreatic cancer
research and education.
Balance

�����������������������������������$76,495

as of January 31, 2016

2015 Expenses����������������������������������$40,000
Your gifts�������������������������������������$43,870.21
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You are an

INNOVATOR

in the medical field,
allowing access
to advanced
technology to
connect patients
and healthcare
professionals
to request
refills, schedule
appointments and
even make changes
to treatment plans
through your
generosity.

points of pride
3

6

Consecutive years ranked
among the 50 Best Places
to Work by New Orleans
CityBusiness.

28

Ochsner leaders
recognized as members
of the 17th annual New
Orleans CityBusiness
Women of the Year Class.

Ochsner nurses named to
the Great 100 Nurses of
Louisiana in 2015.

2,002

Telestroke consults done
in 2015. More than
5,000 Telestroke consults
were conducted in the
first five years of the
Telehealth programs,which
continue to expand across
the region for stroke,
neurology, critical care and
maternal-fetal medicine.

13

Specialties ranked among
the top 10% in the nation
by CareChex.

1

Of only 4 organizations
recognized as an honoree
for this year’s American
Medical Group Acclaim
Award.

6

National rankings earned
from U.S. News and World
Report, making Ochsner one
of only 46 hospitals in the
nation ranked in 6 or more
specialties.

249

Physicians from Ochsner
Health System named to
2015-2016 “Best Doctors
in America” list.

Lea Witkowski-Purl
Director of Stewardship
1514 Jefferson Highway
New Orleans, Louisiana 70121
(504)842-8232
lea.witkowskipurl@ochsner.org

