
RETURN OF THE KING 
J.R.R. Tolkien 

Week 2 



1ST POEM 

Three Rings for the Elven-kings under the sky, 

 Seven for the Dwarf-lords in their halls of stone, 

Nine for Mortal Men doomed to die, 

 One for the Dark Lord on his dark throne 

In the Land of Mordor where the Shadows lie. 

 One Ring to rule them all, One Ring to find them, 

 One Ring to bring them all and in the darkness bind them 

In the Land of Mordor where the Shadows lie. 



2ND POEM 

All that is gold does not glitter, 

 Not all those who wander are lost; 

The old that is strong does not wither, 

 Deep roots are not reached by the frost. 

From the ashes a fire shall be woken, 

 A light from the shadows shall spring; 

Renewed shall be blade that was broken, 

 The crownless again shall be king. 



THEME 

�  Underlying idea or philosophy 

�  The author MAY add his opinion or perspective to the idea 



THEME 

�  Theme is not too be confused with subject 

�  Not what it is about, but, what it tells us about 



THEME 

�  Not the same as the moral 

�  Morals teach a lesson 

�  Not all stories teach a lesson 

�  Some stories teach a lesson 

�  Theme doesn’t need to teach a lesson, sometimes only asks a 
question. 



THEME 

�  Really great works of literature are timeless because of their 
theme. 

�  Human experience 

�  Regardless of different times, location, or people 

�  Questions we all have 



THEME 

�  Prejudice 

�  Betrayal 

�  Innocence 

�  Materialism vs. Idealism 

�  Generosity of Human Nature 

�  Wisdom of Age 

�  Alienation 

�  Ambition 

�  Authority 

�  Family Relationships 

�  Good vs. Evil 

�  Growing Up/Coming of Age 

�  Fear 

�  Honor 

�  Survival 

�  Loyalty 

�  Struggles with the Conscience 

�  Disillusionment 

�  Compromise 

�  Human Integrity 

�  Human Frailty 

�  Youth vs. Age 

�  The Nature of Faith 

�  The Nature of God 

�  Innocence vs. Experience 



THEME 

�  Martin the Cobbler 

�  By Leo Tolstoy 

�  Adapted by Adam Andrews 

�  Read in class. 



MARTIN THE COBBLER 

�  Among what kinds of people is the story set?  What is their 
economic class?  How do they live?  Are they hopeful?  
Downtrodden?  Depressed?  Why? 

�  In what time of life for the main characters do the events occur?  
Are they children?  Are they just passing into adulthood?  Are 
they already grownups?  Does setting the story in this particular 
time of the characters’ lives make the story better? 



MARTIN THE COBBLER 

�  What does the protagonist think is the most important thing in 
life?  How do you know this?  Does the protagonist say this out 
loud, or do his thoughts and actions give him away? 

�  What does the protagonist want?  Fill in the blank:  This story is 
about the protagonist trying to_______________. 

�  Do his objectives or goals change throughout the story?  How?  
Why? 



MARTIN THE COBBLER 

�  Which category(ies) of conflict are most applicable to this story? 

�  What does the protagonist learn?  Does he begin to act 
differently?  In what way? 

�  Is he changed in his mind or heart by the events of the story? 



MARTIN THE COBBLER 

�  Does the story seem to deal with one of the universal themes? 
� Slide 8 

�  Does the story merely call the reader’s attention to a theme 
without trying to solve anything? 



PLOT 

�  A simple summary of the sequence of events in a story. 

�  Introduction (Exposition) 

�  Rising Action 

�  Climax 

�  Denouement 

�  Conclusion 



PLOT 

�  Introduction (Exposition) 

�  Introduces the reader to a particular setting and character 



PLOT 

�  Rising Action 

�  The characters encounter a conflict, and events take place which 
cause the tension created by the conflict to become more and more 
intense 



PLOT 

�  Climax 

�  Where the conflict is decided, for good or ill 



PLOT 

�  Denouement 

�  The story begins to “unravel” 

�  Unfold its secrets 

�  French for unraveling 



PLOT 

�  Conclusion 

�  The author ties up “loose ends” for the reader 

�  Puts an interpretive spin on the story’s events 



Climax 

Denoueme
nt 

Rising 
Action 

Conclusi
on 

Expositio
n PLOT 

CONFLICT 

CHARACTERS SETTING 

THEME 





READING HOMEWORK 

Return of the King 
�  Book Six, Chapters I-IX 

Words of Delight 
�  none 



ENGRADE HOMEWORK 

�  Week 21 Return of the King quiz. 



MEMORY HOMEWORK 

�  You will be memorizing two poems from The Fellowship of the 
Ring. 

�  These will be due to be recited in class on March 14, 2017. 

�  This is next week! 



1ST POEM 

Three Rings for the Elven-kings under the sky, 

 Seven for the Dwarf-lords in their halls of stone, 

Nine for Mortal Men doomed to die, 

 One for the Dark Lord on his dark throne 

In the Land of Mordor where the Shadows lie. 

 One Ring to rule them all, One Ring to find them, 

 One Ring to bring them all and in the darkness bind them 

In the Land of Mordor where the Shadows lie. 



2ND POEM 

All that is gold does not glitter, 

 Not all those who wander are lost; 

The old that is strong does not wither, 

 Deep roots are not reached by the frost. 

From the ashes a fire shall be woken, 

 A light from the shadows shall spring; 

Renewed shall be blade that was broken, 

 The crownless again shall be king. 



WRITTEN HOMEWORK 

�  Choose 3 main characters from The Lord of the Rings trilogy.  
Complete a separate Blank Plot Diagram for each one. 

�  These will be due March 21, 2017. 



WRITTEN HOMEWORK 

�  The characters in the Races and Characters of Middle-Earth chart 
have been divided into the races that populate Middle-Earth.  As 
you encounter the different races and characters in The 
Fellowship of the Ring, fill in the chart.  We will revisit this chart at 
the end of The Return of the King, and compare the 
development of these characters.  For extra credit choose two 
additional characters and fill in the four blanks at the end of the 
chart for those characters.  You may use additional paper if 
needed. 

�  This completed chart is due on March 21, 2017. 

 


