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Katie Thornton, Lakewood 
Cemetery’s historian

Most people think of cemeteries as places where life comes to an 
end. Not for Katie Thornton. Katie grew up in south 

Minneapolis and spent many hours walking the grounds of 
Lakewood Cemetery as a child. She became enamored with the sto-
ries of people interned there. Who were they? What did they do? Why 
is there a lion on that memorial? In college she majored in American 
history and wrote a final paper on the role of cemeteries as a way to 
organize the living. 
 After graduation, Katie approached Lakewood Cemetery with an 
idea to create self-guided tours for smartphones. She’s been with 
Lakewood now for two years and has created eight tours, available 
on the cemetery’s app. She’s involved with the organization’s many 
public events and also maintains their Facebook page, which she 
fills with historical facts and trivia from when the cemetery first 
opened in 1872 to today. 
 Katie enjoys the detective work of finding out about people. 
Sometimes there will be a clue in a design element, or she uncovers 
new and interesting stories within the cemetery’s borders by walk-
ing the grounds herself, or when people ask questions on tours, or 
by discovering someone new when she’s researching something 
else. While it is an active cemetery, Katie says Lakewood is a public, 
historic site with natural and architectural beauty. It’s a space for 
memory and puts history out in front of us.
 Katie frequently visits Hennepin History Museum’s archives to 
research people and businesses. The museum’s extensive collection 
of county biographies and company history books are valuable 
resources not typically in wide circulation. She also uses the muse-
um’s city directories, plat maps, and photographs. She says she espe-
cially appreciates the knowledge of the museum’s staff.
 Join Katie and Lakewood Cemetery as they explore our past and 
bring history to life.

SMARTPHONE  
APP TOURS:

• Vietnam Heroes
• World War I at Lakewood
• Women’s History
• Minnesota Sports Legends
• Minnesota Black History
• Artists and Performers
• Architectural Gems

UPCOMING EVENTS:

• October 8 and 22 — guided 
walking tours available 
through Minneapolis 
Community Education

• October 15 — fall colors  
narrated trolley tours  
every 20 minutes

Find links and more information  
at lakewoodcemetery.org.

Open Storage
JOIN US FOR THE OPENING RECEPTION 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 6–8 P.M.

Did you know that museums generally have about 5 percent of 
their collection on display at any one time? The reasons for this 

are countless — from the risk of damaging incredibly sensitive 
objects that can’t be exposed to light (or even air) to limitations on 
gallery space and the modern museum’s focus on telling a story to 
visitors rather than presenting a gallery of stuff. There is a current, 
and sometimes hotly debated, trend to install what’s known as 
“open storage” in dedicated gallery space or even by creating a por-
tion of storage that is publicly accessible.
  Beginning this November, the museum will dedicate a full third 
of its gallery space to open storage. This new and constantly chang-
ing display will have two primary purposes.

 First, like many open-storage displays, it will highlight the depth 
and breadth of the vast collection that Hennepin History Museum 
is privileged to steward. It will give you a unique insight into the 
many types of objects in our collection and show you the artifacts 
we are currently cataloging.
 Second, and more unique to the museum, it will allow us to edu-
cate our visitors about the important work we are doing to fully 
inventory our collection and hopefully share more about the work 
people do in museums every day to preserve and protect objects.
 Plus, as a special bonus, it will give the army of volunteers work-
ing every week to catalog and photograph the collection a brand 
new, spacious place to work! We’ll miss the excellent scenery in the 
Great Room — but not setting up tables every day!
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