
AUSTRALIAN ARCHITECTS DECLARE

GUIDE TO GOING 
CARBON NEUTRAL 

      SWITCH TO 100% ACCREDITED GREENPOWER  
      COMPLETE A CARBON AUDIT  

      GO CARBON NEUTRAL 

1

2

3



Ph
ot

og
ra

ph
 b

y 
Th

om
as

 R
ic

ht
er

 v
ia

 U
ns

pl
as

h

      SWITCH TO
 100% CERTIFIED

 GREENPOWER

Switching from fossil-fuel based electricity to 100% accredited GreenPower for your practice helps drive 
investment in Australia’s renewable energy sector. It also reduces your direct environmental impact because 
100% accredited GreenPower has no net greenhouse gas emissions.   

Most electricity retailers now offer a 100% accredited GreenPower option, which only costs about 5-8 cents per 
KWh more than what you’re paying for polluting power. 

You can read more about GreenPower generally and the companies that offer it at  
greenpower.gov.au/about-us/where-are-greenpower-generators.  
 
Two providers have jumped on board to help Architects Declare signatories make the switch.  
You can remain with your current provider, just request to switch to 100% accredited GreenPower.
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ENOVA ENERGY  
 
enovaenergy.com.au

Launched in 2016 in Byron Bay in NSW, Enova is a thriving, community-owned company selling electricity to  
households and businesses throughout NSW. They plan to expand soon into South-East Queensland and Victoria, 
with South Australia to follow. Enova has offered a $50 credit on your first bill for Architects Declare signatories who 
sign up to their service, using the promo code: AAD50. 

POWERSHOP  
 
powershop.com.au

Powershop is owned by parent company Meridian Energy Australia, which owns and operates 100% renewable 
generation, and is firmly invested in developing even more renewable generation in Australia. Architects Declare 
signatories can call the Powershop team on 1800 728 197 to access “the best Greenpower deal possible for your 
current business and residential needs”.



     COMPLETE A 
CARBON AUDIT 

Switching to 100% accredited GreenPower is a great way to support new investment in renewable energy,  
however a carbon audit will go one step further and measure your carbon footprint so you can reduce your 
emissions. 

A carbon audit will measure the amount of carbon dioxide (CO2) and other greenhouse gases (GHG) emitted 
over the year. You can either self-certify your practice – an affordable path for small practices – or obtain yearly 
certification through an independent company or the government’s Climate Active program. You could also 
offset your consumption based on an industry average (details coming soon).

 
Here are some providers from the Architects Declare database covering a range of pricing options. Their 
inclusion does not constitute endorsement by the steering committee, you can research a different auditor. 
 If you use a different auditor we recommend checking what industries they’re involved in, like if they invest in 
fossil fuels.

 YOUR CHECKLIST
Electricity usage and type 

Gas usage 
Water consumption  

Waste services 
Quantity and type of company cars  

Travel habits of staff  
All flights for all staff per year  

Invoices for consumables  
Anything else that would generate 

greenhouse gas emissions
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ClimateClever is a network of schools, homes, local governments and - soon - businesses, leading the way in 
climate action. They have an app enabling users to measure and compare their carbon footprint, reduce their 
emissions and learn about sustainable living. The business version is coming soon, but in the meantime they 
are offering a ‘Business Partnership’ program so you can purchase bulk Home subscriptions for your staff. The 
$30 fee (currently 50% off, so only $15 per home) is a great, affordable way to show your staff you care about 
them and the planet.

CLIMATE ACTIVE  
 
climateactive.org.au

The Federal Government’s Climate Active program involves taking an inventory of carbon emissions, having that 
inventory assessed by an auditor, and then paying an annual fee for certification. There is a typical minimum 
upfront spend of about $2000 and a lesser ongoing annual fee. For this reason, it is likely to be more suitable for 
medium to large practices.

CARBON REDUCTION 
INSTITUTE  
 
noco2.com.au
1300 708 401 or (02) 8228 7300

Carbon Reduction Institute has two options for audits: NoCO2 and LowCO2. The NoCO2 certification fully 
audits your carbon emissions through three scopes. The all-inclusive auditing process also includes a life cycle 
assessment; a ‘cradle to grave’ calculation of the greenhouse gas impact of a product or service. The LowCO2 
audit is around $1000 p.a. (+GST). The data requirements are easy, with Scope 3 emissions only including 
waste and staff flights. While you couldn’t claim carbon neutrality, you can still claim to be a LowCO2 business.  
Contact Garth Mulholland to get started, garthm@noco2.com.au.

POINT ADVISORY  
 
pointadvisory.com 
info@pointadvisory.com

Point Advisory is proposing to develop a free, streamlined online calculator to enable signatories of Architects 
Declare to quickly and easily measure, report and offset their emissions. A report showing your carbon footprint 
will make it easy to take action, and you will be able to purchase carbon offsets at the click of a button. They will 
only develop this if there’s enough interest, so let them know via surveymonkey.com/r/T9YPSJP. 

PANGOLIN 
ASSOCIATES  
 
pangolinassociates.com
info@pangolinassociates.com

Pangolin Associates have 3 easy options for a carbon audit, and are offering a free Zoom session to answer 
any questions. Basically, if you have less than 5 staff, they will measure every 3 years and offset annually.  
If you have between 5 and 25 staff, they will measure and offset annually. If you have more than 25 staff, they will 
measure and offset annually, and certify against Climate Active.

CLIMATECLEVER  
 
climateclever.org  
info@climateclever.org
08 8119 0918DO
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CALCULATORS  

If you can’t afford a full audit, self reporting is a great place to start. Here are some free online calculators: 
wwf.org.au/get-involved/change-the-way-you-live/ecological-footprint-calculator 
australianethical.com.au/carbon-footprint-calculator 
carbonneutral.com.au/carbon-calculator 
powershop.com.au/carbon-calculator 
pathzero.com
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      GO
 CARBON

 NEUTRAL

Now you have a carbon audit report, you can identify ways to reduce your consumption and greenhouse  
gas emissions over time, and purchase offsets for your unavoidable emissions. Here are some climate  
conscious changes you can make now: 

• Support renewables by switching to 100% accredited GreenPower

• Update appliances and change light bulbs to energy efficient types

• Leave the car at home and cycle or use public transport

• Find carbon neutral suppliers, for everything from brass tapware to office paper

• Improve your waste management (hello soft plastics recycling and compost)

 
Your carbon auditor can help you with the process of purchasing offsets, or you can manage this yourself. 
Offsets are traded on an open market in clearly defined units, with one tonne of CO2e emissions equal to one 
carbon offset, also known as a carbon credit. You can buy carbon credits in projects that mitigate climate 
change, like tree planting in local reforestation projects or solar power projects in Mauritius.
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GREENFLEET  
 
greenfleet.org.au 
partnerships@greenfleet.com.au

Greenfleet provides offsets for carbon emissions by planting enough native trees to capture the carbon generated by 
the activities you have offset, in biodiverse revegetation projects in Australia and New Zealand. The trees it plants are 
legally protected for up to 100 years by an on-title agreement with the landowner. While they grow, the trees will also 
provide habitat for native wildlife, improve land quality and reduce erosion among many other benefits.

GREENING 
AUSTRALIA  
 
greeningaustralia.org.au

Greening Australia provides a full range of carbon offset services to landholders, businesses and governments. These 
include large-scale reforestation programs to reduce carbon emissions whilst providing income for rural landholders, 
boosting the productivity of land, providing habitat for our threatened wildlife, and improving water quality.

UN CARBON 
OFFSET PLATFORM  
 
offset.climateneutralnow.org

This platform features UNFCCC certified projects that reduce, avoid or remove greenhouse gas emissions from the 
atmosphere. The projects are implemented in developing countries and are rewarded with Certified Emission Reductions 
(CERs), a type of carbon offset measured in tonnes of CO2 equivalent. The CERs are available for everyone to purchase 
to offset emissions or in support of the projects. The full contributions go directly to the projects.

GOLD STANDARD  
 
goldstandard.org

Gold Standard is considered the most stringent standard for carbon credits by many NGOs, including WWF and the David 
Suzuki Foundation. To earn Gold Standard certification, Climate+ projects must follow best practices for safeguarding 
principles and stakeholder inclusivity, plus measure and verify contributions to a minimum of three Sustainable 
Development Goals.

FIFTEEN TREES  
 
15trees.com.au

Fifteen Trees offers tree planting to reduce your carbon footprint, which is non-certifiable but ideal for small businesses 
and individuals. Their native tree-planting program also benefits community groups. Fifteen Trees put forward a ‘small 
office carbon footprint’ offset for Architects, to offset 15 tonnes of carbon per employee (ie 60 trees) for $260.00.



carbonneutral.com.au

climatecouncil.org.au

davidsuzuki.org/what-you-can-do-category/climate-change-basics

world.350.org/australia/files/2017/01/Guide_to_Fossil_Fuel_Free_Investing.pdf

EXTRA 
READING 

We would love to hear from you!

Get in touch and share your journey to going carbon neutral.

facebook.com/groups/architectsdeclare

info@architectsdeclare.com.au 

linkedin.com/groups/13792342/ 

instagram.com/architectsdeclare_au  YOUR 
 SUPER 

Many Australian superannuation funds are invested in 

fossil fuels, and for many people, these investments will 

form the largest component of their carbon footprint. 

Switching is easy! Take a look at these funds  

that some of our signatories use: 

Australian Ethical 

australianethical.com.au

CARE Super 

caresuper.com.au

Future Super 

myfuturesuper.com.au

Verve Super 

Vervesuper.com.au
Compiled for you, by Rachael Bernstone, Tahlia Hays, Jeremy McLeod and Talina Edwards  
on behalf of the team at Australian Architects Declare, June 2020
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