Creating a Unified
Equine Voice

Our Mission
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Bi-monthly electronic newsletters
Regular email updates and blog posts
Reduced rates at VHC programs and events
Educational quarterly membership meetings
Eligibility for VHC scholarships
Access to NEKET System trails
Eligibility to participate in the Ride & Drive Program
Subscription to Mane Stream
Access to American Horse Council resources and
support
• Opportunities to actively influence the future of
the equine industry in Vermont
Individual, Farm, and Business memberships are
available.
To join, see our membership insert or visit

VtHorseCouncil.org.
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Membership in the Vermont Horse Council helps
to sustain our work as a legislative and regulatory
resource and our efforts to preserve, protect and
promote trail access in Vermont, through our
relationships with the Agency of Natural Resources
and private landowners. Annual membership
contributions also support our commitment to
educate all ages and disciplines of equestrians
through programs and scholarships, promote safety
for all riders on roads and trails, and strengthen the
equine industry in the Green Mountain State.

Benefits of Membership
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The Vermont Horse Council is a 501(c)(3)
organization whose mission, since 1975, has been
to unite, serve, and support all equine activities and
interests in Vermont and beyond.
VHC promotes and protects the interests of ALL
Vermont horsemen and horsewomen.

VHC Promotes & Protects the
Interests of ALL Vermont Equestrians
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Legislative Resource
Equine Safety Advocacy
Scholarships to Advance Equine Education
Horse Person of the Year Award
Trail Ride Events
Ride & Drive Program
Trail System Access & Trail Maintenance
Grants

VTHorseCouncil.org
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Ride & Drive Program

about Vermont’s Equine Activity Liability Law by
providing workshops and signage for stables.

Started in 1992, the VHC Ride & Drive Program was
developed to recognize personal achievement by
helping members track the hours spent riding and
driving their horses. To celebrate their achievements,
patches and special awards are given to participants.
Join this program to be part of the fun!

Scholarships to Advance
Equine Education
Promoting equestrian education is important
to VHC and is supported through a number of
scholarship programs for youth, college students,
and adult learners. Financial assistance is available
for Vermonters wishing to advance their training
in equine studies or in occupations that directly
support the horse industry. Visit our website at
VtHorseCouncil.org for more information.
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Trail System Access and
Trail Maintenance
VHC members are encouraged to use the Northeast
Kingdom Equestrian Trail System, maintained by
VHC in cooperation with the State of Vermont. As
the liaison with the Vermont Agency of Natural
Resources, VHC oversees the development of trails
and amenities on state lands in conjunction with
local user groups. In addition, our Trail Maintenance
Grants help local riding clubs with trail projects
across the state.

Trail Riding Events

Vermont Equestrians
Legislative Resource

While VHC is the voice for all equestrians, we also
work to bring horse people of all ages together
through organized events. We are known for
our annual Tunbridge and Northeast Kingdom
Equestrian Trail System (NEKET) Rides with a variety
of trails, good food and camaraderie. The recent
addition of the Willoughby Ride rounds out a
summer season of riding fun.

VHC works in partnership with the Vermont Farm
Bureau to monitor legislative and regulatory
action impacting the equine industry and owners.
We educate and encourage individual action in
response to developing issues.
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Equine Safety Advocacy

John Miller, Courtesy of Rough Terrain Farm

VHC has long been a leader in equine and rider
safety. Our Public Service Announcements help to
educate all Vermonters about equine safety. We
are active members of the Governor’s Highway
Safety Alliance (GHSA) and work with GHSA
Driver Education to promote driver knowledge of
equestrian needs. VHC also supports education

John Miller, Courtesy of Rough Terrain Farm

he Vermont Horse
Council serves as a
unified voice for all
Vermont equestrians, and
is committed to increasing
recognition of the equine
industry, and facilitating
conversation and
collaboration among
all members of the
equestrian community
in Vermont. VHC
accomplishes these goals through the following
initiatives:

