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Wisconsin Chapter of the Photographic Society of America

Calendar of Events - 2015
Sunday, January 18, 2015
Waukesha State Bank, Oconomowoc
• 9 AM - Business Meeting
• Your PSA - panel discussion
• Appointment of Nominating
Committee
• Showing of 2014 PSA Chapters Showcase
• Selection of 12 images for 2015 PSA
Chapters Showcase (bring 2 digital
images)
• “Iceland” presented by Ken Warning and
Diane Jaeger
• BYOI Shows
• 1 PM - Afternoon Program
• William Lemke - “Pictures Without
Pixels”
Sunday, March 22, 2015
Waukesha State Bank, Oconomowoc
• 9 AM - Business Meeting

• Your PSA - panel discussion
• Wisconsin PSA Individual Showcase
(bring 2 digital images - one color, one
monochrome)
• “The Smokies” presented by Jeff Klug
• BYOI Shows
• 1 PM - Afternoon Program - TBA
Friday - Sunday, May 15-17, 2015
Photo Outing, Wausau, Wisconsin, Best
Western Plus Wausau-Rothschild Hotel
• Friday Evening - Get together meeting
• Discuss photo locations
• Saturday Afternoon - Annual Meeting
• Election of Officers for 2015-17 term
• Show highlights of 2015 Wisconsin
PSA Club Showcase
• Prepare for Smackdown - Select
categories and team captains
• Show and Tell
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Reservation Form for January 18th Meeting
Waukesha State Bank, Oconomowoc, Wisconsin

Registra)ons	
  should	
  reach	
  us	
  by	
  January	
  14th
The cost for this meeting is $10.00 (which helps to cover lunch and the speaker’s honorarium). If you will not be
eating the provided lunch (because of dietary or time constraints) your cost would be $5.00 for the meeting.
Name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________
Phone: ___________________________ Email: __________________________________________________
Number attending

Cost

Meeting

____ @ $5.00

_____________

Lunch

____ @ $5.00

_____________

Total Amount (Enclosed)

_____________

Make check payable to PSA-WI Chapter and mail to: Paul Moertl, 4042 N 111th St, Wauwatosa WI 53222

NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS: Are your Chapter membership dues up to date? The
membership year is from July 2014 through June 2015. Thus as of July 1, 2014,
your Chapter dues are due. You can send a check to the treasurer at any time, or
you can pay your dues at the next meeting on January 18. See the form below.

2014-2015 PSA WISCONSIN CHAPTER DUES
Remember, you must be a member of the Photographic Society of America to be a Chapter
member. The membership year is from July 2014 through June 2015.
The Chapter membership fee per person is:
$5.00
Make your check payable to PSA Wisconsin Chapter and mail to:
Paul Moertl, 4042 N 111th Street, Wauwatosa WI 53222-1106
My email address is: __________________________________________
Name: _______________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________ Zip: _____________
Phone: ___________________________

www.psawisconsin.org
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JANUARY 18, 2015 PROGRAM
“Pictures Without Pixels”
presented by William Lemke

My interest in landscapes began with the
many trips out west I took with my family
growing up in the 1960's. Through these
trips, I developed a great appreciation for
the beauty offered in unique plants, water
and rock formations. While in high school,
I took my first graphic arts class which
included a unit on photography. This class
forever changed my life; I knew my life
would be spent making photographs. I
went on to study photography first
formally, then informally while I gained
experience in both fine art and
commercial photography.
I choose to work in black and white
because it encourages me and the viewer

to concentrate on texture, tonality, and
the emotional qualities of light. My images
are created using either a 4"x5" or 8"x10"
film camera. This is followed by traditional
however tedious photographic darkroom
processes, making silver gelatin prints.
Each print is individually exposed and
h a n d p r o c e s s e d f o l l o w i n g a r c h i va l
standards set forth by Ansel Adams. All
prints are photographed, developed,
mounted, matted and framed myself to
maintain museum standards.
My ultimate goal is to inspire viewers to
develop a deep appreciation for nature
and a desire to preserve and protect our
environment.

www.psawisconsin.org
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WISCONSIN CHAPTERS SHOWCASE
At each January Chapter meeti ng,
members select 12 digital images for the
Wisconsin Chapter Showcase entry in the
PSA 2015 Chapters Showcase competition.
The results of the PSA Chapters Showcase
judging will be shown at the PSA
Conference in Yellowstone this fall.
The selection of the 12 images is made
from the Chapter members’ submitted
digital images. Each Chapter member may
submit two “open subject” images for the
selection judging. The digital entries
should be sized no larger than 1024 pixels

wide and 768 pixels high. The images
must be under 1MB and in jpg format.
If you cannot make the January meeting,
you can send your two images on a CD or
as an email attachment to Signe
Emmerich. She will add them to those
images brought to the meeting. Please
note that only images from Wisconsin
Chapter members in good standing can be
selected for the Showcase. If you have
any questions, please contact Signe at
wisconsin-chairman@psachapter.org or
200oaks@gmail.com; N8466 Pickeral Lake
Road, East Troy, WI 53120.

APPOINTMENT OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE
As per PSA Election By-Laws and Chapter
By-Laws, the Chapter Chair will appoint
three Chapter members of good standing
to the Nominating Committee at the
January Chapter meeting. The Committee
will vet potential nominees for the offices
of Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary, and
Treasurer and present a slate of proposed
officers for the 2015-2017 term at the
March 2015 Chapter meeting. Additional
n o m i n a t i o n s m ay b e m a d e b y t h e

membership no later than April 15 of the
election year. The election will take place
at the Chapter Annual Meeting on May 16,
2015.
There are no restrictions on the number of
terms that a Chapter officer may serve.
The term of office commences at 12:01
am on October 4, 2015 (the day following
the closing day of the PSA International
Conference).

BYOI
BYOI means BRING YOUR OWN…IMAGES
In the morning session of the Chapter
meetings, we have a segment where
members can share their own images.
Some people have a theme to their
images, such as seasons, a trip, or a
favorite subject. Sometimes someone will
use ProShow Gold with music, but most
often it’s just a series of images. This is
your chance to be as simple or as creative

as you choose to showcase your images…
you are the director and producer.
You should bring your “show” on a jump
drive (preferred) or CD. Size all images to
no larger than 1024 pixels wide by 768
pixels high, less than 1 MB, and in jpg
format. Each person’s show should be no
longer than five minutes.

www.psawisconsin.org
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SNAPSHOTS FROM THE CHAIR
The	
  following	
  is	
   not	
   meant	
  to	
  be	
  “preachy”	
  or	
  of	
  a	
  par7cular	
   poli7cal	
   view...it	
  
is	
  just	
  my	
  personal	
  concern.

I	
  am	
  becoming	
  rather	
  sensi)ve 	
  to	
  the	
  impact	
  of	
   human	
  ac)vity	
  
changing	
  the 	
  natural	
  world	
  that	
  we	
  photographers 	
  have	
  always	
  
sought	
  out.	
  The	
  landscape 	
  is	
  changing	
  on	
  a 	
  large	
  scale 	
  from	
  the	
  
burgeoning	
  human	
  popula)on	
   and	
  its	
  resul)ng	
   impact	
   on	
   our	
  
only	
  home,	
  earth.	
  I 	
  have 	
  seen	
  the 	
  pollu)on	
  of	
  the	
  air,	
  earth,	
  and	
  
water	
  in	
  Asia 	
  and	
  wonder	
  how	
  much	
  )me 	
  we 	
  have	
  here	
  in	
  the	
  
“western	
  world”	
  before 	
  it	
  gets	
  to	
  us.	
  The	
  waterways 	
  and	
  shores	
  
and	
  air	
   are	
  an	
   environmental	
  mess.	
   How	
   much	
   longer	
   will	
  we	
  
have	
  beau)ful	
  sunrises	
  and	
   sunsets,	
   glaciers 	
  and	
  snow	
  on	
  the	
  
mountains,	
   birds,	
   and	
   coral 	
  reefs 	
  to	
  photograph?	
   What	
   about	
  
the	
  haze 	
  at	
  the	
  western	
  Na)onal	
  Parks	
  or	
  Smokies	
  that’s 	
  already	
  
a	
  problem?	
  
And	
   aVer	
   seeing	
   the	
   polar	
   bears	
  in	
  Churchill 	
  up	
  close,	
   global	
  
warming’s	
   impact	
   on	
   these	
   magniﬁcent	
   animals 	
   became	
  
personal.	
   Their	
   numbers 	
  are 	
   declining…the 	
   )me	
  length	
   of	
  the	
  
ice	
  ﬂoes 	
  is	
  cri)cal	
  to	
  the	
  bears’	
  ea)ng	
  and	
  reproduc)on.	
   They	
  
need	
   the	
  ice	
  to	
  catch	
  the	
  seals	
  which	
  will 	
   increase 	
  their	
   body	
  
weight/fat,	
  which	
  in	
   turn	
  will 	
  insure 	
  they	
  can	
  survive	
   for	
  seven	
  
or	
   so	
   months’	
   fas)ng	
   during	
   summer	
   and	
   fall,	
   and	
   that	
   the	
  
mother	
  polar	
  bear	
   can	
  sustain	
  herself	
  while	
  nursing	
   one	
  or	
   two	
  
cubs 	
  also	
   for	
  that	
  length	
  of	
  )me.	
  A	
   mother	
   polar	
   bear	
  will 	
  lose	
  
50%	
  of	
  her	
   body	
   weight	
  during	
  the 	
  )me	
  she	
  and	
  her	
  cubs 	
  are	
  
not	
  on	
  the	
  ice 	
  hun)ng.	
  While	
  on	
  our	
  trip,	
  we 	
  learned	
  a 	
  startling	
  
sta)s)c:	
   if	
   the 	
   ice	
   breaks	
   up	
   in	
   June,	
   the 	
   cubs 	
   have 	
   95%	
  
mortality;	
  if	
  the	
  ice 	
  breaks 	
  up	
  one	
   month	
  later,	
  in	
  July,	
  there 	
  is	
  
only	
   5%	
  mortality.	
   Non-‐fragmented	
   ice	
  is 	
  also	
  essen)al 	
  for	
  the	
  
male	
  bears 	
  to	
   track	
   mate-‐able 	
  females.	
  If	
  there	
  is	
  sea 	
  between	
  
ice	
  fragments,	
  there	
  will	
  be	
  fewer	
  pregnant	
   females	
  in	
  fall.	
  All	
  of	
  
this 	
   illustrates	
   how	
   cri)cal	
   the	
   ice 	
   ﬂoe	
   is 	
   to	
   the 	
   polar	
   bear	
  
survival	
  and	
  what	
   the	
  damaging	
   eﬀects 	
  of	
  global	
  warming	
   will	
  
be	
  on	
  the	
  polar	
  bears	
  and	
  other	
  helpless	
  creatures	
  of	
  this	
  earth.
But	
   we	
   have 	
   a	
   lot	
   we 	
   can	
   do	
   on	
   our	
   part.	
   Besides 	
   being	
  
conscien)ous 	
  about	
   saving	
  on	
  energy	
   usage,	
   using	
   non-‐plas)c	
  
grocery	
   bags,	
   recycling,	
   conserving	
   water,	
   etc.,	
   let	
   us 	
  think	
   of	
  
ourselves	
  as 	
  stewards	
  of	
   our	
  planet,	
  to	
  preserve 	
  it	
  so	
  others	
  can	
  
enjoy	
   it.	
   Don’t	
   trample	
  wildﬂowers	
  to	
   get	
   the 	
  perfect	
   picture;	
  
stay	
   on	
   the	
   paths 	
   and	
   minimize	
   your	
   presence;	
   get	
   involved	
  
even	
  though	
  the	
  problems	
  seem	
  overwhelming,	
   and	
  become 	
  a	
  
ci)zen	
   of	
   the	
   world.	
   What	
   happens	
   somewhere	
   else	
   will	
  
eventually	
  come	
  home	
  to	
  you.	
  

Signe

PSA-WI Executive Committee
Signe Emmerich, APSA, Chairman &
Asst. State Membership Director

wisconsin-‐chairman@psachapter.org
262.642.5641

Jane Hirst, Vice-Chair

wisconsin-‐vice-‐
chairman@psachapter.org
262.375.0737
Karl Hokanson, PPSA, Secretary

wisconsin-‐secretary@psachapter.org
262.284.5020

Paul Moertl, Treasurer

wisconsin-‐treasurer@psachapter.org
414.463.6955
Directors
Kathy Brand, Webmistress

Kathleen.brand@sbcglobal.net
262.657.3823

Audrey Waitkus, Editor
InFocus Newsletter

backstage284mail-‐dnld@yahoo.com
920.458.9787

Don Frisque, APSA, EPSA,
State Membership Director

wi-‐state@psa-‐photo.org
715.359.4350

Chapter Membership,
Signe Emmerich, APSA
Programs and Historian,
Gerry Emmerich, Jr., HonPSA, GMPSA
Hospitality, Nancy Klemp,
Sandy Matson
Showcases, Don Frisque, APSA, EPSA
Youth Photography Showcase,
Kathy Braun, FPSA, PPSA
InFocus, official newsletter
of the PSA-Wisconsin
Chapter, is published five
t i m e s a y e a r, a n d i s
included in the Chapter
membership dues paid by
PSA members who join the
PSA-Wisconsin Chapter.

Member

InFocus and its contents are © 2015 by the
Photographic Society of America and the
PSA-Wisconsin Chapter. Material may not
be reproduced without permission.
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WISCONSIN STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Hope that everyone has a Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year. Also hope that all of
you are “adjusting to the early and weird”
winter season that has already started.
Looks like we may have an interesting
winter. May make for some good winter
images, if we’re lucky.
The 2014-2015 PSA Wisconsin Club
Showcase is now underway, with several
of the clubs already having completed
their judging of all of the images and
returned the judged forms to me.
Everyone, keep up the good work. As
usual the judging will continue into Feb/
March of 2015. Then the averaging,
compiling, rating, and creating the final
tabulations will take place in April so the
final results can be made available to
everyone in May, 2015.
I again want to thank Jackie Boyd and
Bonnie Zuidema for their assistance in
creating the original CDs and processing
the data used to this point in the
Showcase process.
The “PSA membership kit”, contained on a
special thumb drive created by Gerry
Emmmerich and others (the information
contained on the drive was outlined in the
October 2014 newsletter), has been or is
now being distributed to all of the Club
Ambassadors and Chapter Officers. The
contents and information on these drives
will be used as part of the “Your PSA”
agenda for discussion at the January 18th
meeting.

I wish to extend a very warm welcome to
our newest PSA and Wisconsin Chapter
members who have joined since our last
newsletter was published:
Diane Fonger

Superior

Debora Carroll

Superior

Michelle Cox

Union Grove

I encourage and hope that all of our new
members will become and stay active and
involved in PSA, Chapter, and their local
Camera Club activities and functions. We
all look forward to your active participation
and seeing some of your photography.
To all members, if at any time you have
questions or concerns about any of the
functions, programs, or activities of PSA,
the Chapter, or need information on
camera clubs in your area, please do not
hesitate to contact me as your State
Membership Director. If I don’t have the
answer, I’ll find someone in our excellent
group of Club Ambassadors who does.
Please visit the PSA & Chapter websites :
www.psa-photo.org &
www.psawisconsin.org
If anyone has trouble navigating the sites,
please contact me.
Donald (Don) Frisque, APSA, EPSA,
State Membership Director (SMD)
d d f r i s q u e @ f r o n t i e r. c o m

www.psawisconsin.org
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2015 YOUTH PHOTOGRAPHY SHOWCASE
It's time to look at the Chapter's youth
showcase for the Milwaukee city schools.
Needed are three members to volunteer
to judge the entries. The selection will
take place sometime in March. The
display at Milwaukee's City Hall will be
set up on Monday, April 13th, the
reception on Tuesday, April 14th, and the
removal of the display on Friday, April
24th. Volunteers will be needed for the
set up on the 13th. Any of you who might
know of a private school in the city of
Milwaukee might want to explore the
possibility of that school's involvement in
this program.
On the international level, many of you
around the state have high schools in

your area that could participate in the
PSA Youth Photography Showcase. Visit
your area high school and talk to the
teacher. Take a September issue of the
PSA JOURNAL with you. You might also
want to download the general
instructions from www.psa-photo.org/
yps/ to give to the teacher. You can use
your local club as a sponsor or even the
Wisconsin Chapter if you have no local
club. Think about it. January would be a
good time to check out your local
schools. The due date for the PSA
international showcase is April 30th.
You can have any teacher contact me,
Kathy Braun, for further information.

CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP CHANGES
There was a change in the Chapter
“rules” last year, directed from the PSA
Board, and written about by Chapter,
Clubs, and Councils VP, Nan Carder, EPSA
in the “On My Mind” column of the
December 2014 PSA Journal.
In the past, Chapter members were from
defined geographical areas….Wisconsin,
the Chicago area, Southern California,
Central Florida, etc. But now, anyone can
join a Chapter from anywhere in the
country.

This enables PSA members who don’t
have a Chapter in their area, or move
away from their Chapter, to participate in
Chapter activities and enjoy the
camaraderie of fellow photographers.
I have already had an inquiry about
joining the Chapter from someone
outside of Wisconsin and have extended
our welcome.

www.psawisconsin.org
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CHAPTER PHOTO OUTING WEEKEND IN MAY
Wausau will be our Chapter photo outing

17, for those who want to stay longer than

destination next May 15-17. This great

the Friday and Saturday.

city and surrounding area in the middle of
Wisconsin offer several natural and
cultural opportunities for our
photographers to explore. In addition to
attractions such as the Dells of the Eau
Claire County Park, Bitzke Bird Walk, the
Robert Monk Public Gardens, Rib Mountain
State Park, the Wausau River District, the

All rooms are extended stay rooms which
means they are equipped with a
refrigerator, stove, sink, dishes/silverware,
and microwave. A complimentary
breakfast is served from 6 to 9 am.

The

hotel also has a swimming pool and hot
tub.

Woodson Art Museum, we are hoping one

The room block will be available until April

of the two May water releases from the

15. All members must make their own

Wisconsin River to the kayak race course

reservations. Mention that you are making

will happen that weekend. The water

a reservation in the PSA Wisconsin

releases will be for practice runs on the

Chapter room block.

race course that is easily accessible to
spectators and photographers. We will
have more on the details of the outing and
the informal schedule in the coming
months.

For those of you who have not been on
one of the photo outings before, this is
usually a great time to spend time with
fellow photographers and share your
photographic interests with each other. It

Don Frisque has reserved a block of 15

is at the May Annual Meeting (Saturday

rooms for the Chapter at the Best Western

May 16) that the 2015 Wisconsin PSA

Plus Wausau-Rothschild Hotel, 803

Clubs Showcase results are revealed and

Industrial Park Avenue, Rothschild, WI

the 2015-2017 Chapter Officers are

54474; (715) 355-8900. There are five

elected.

rooms with a king bed and ten rooms with
two queen beds for the price of $79 plus
tax per night (tax is about 13%). The
room rates are good for the nights of

We really hope you will be able to join us
for a fun weekend next May…reserve your
room now.

Thursday, May 14 through Sunday, May

www.psawisconsin.org
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WINTER PHOTO OUTING
AT OLD WORLD WISCONSIN
by Sandy Matson

Old World Wisconsin (OWW) is beautiful
in winter – if there is snow. The
Wisconsin Chapter of PSA has permission
from the Director of OWW to do a photo
shoot on site. The outing would be on a
weekday and would last 3-4 hours. We
would have access to the German area
and possibly the village. The German
area has four sites – Koepsell, Schottler,
Shulz, and Kruza, and they are quite
photogenic.
OWW is closed for the season, and we
will be able to drive on site. The roads
are plowed, but only as access for
emergency vehicles, so driving can be

tricky. We would carpool and take as few
vehicles on-site as possible.
This outing will only be held if there is
snow. Old World is allowing us to be
flexible with our dates, and to cancel if
there is no snow. If you are interested in
this outing, please contact me and let me
know what day of the week, or what
specific dates, would work best for you,
remembering that weekend days are not
an option because there would be no
staff on hand if we were to have trouble
with the roads.
Email: sandra.matson@gmail.com

A NEW REQUIREMENT FOR THE PHOTO OUTING
PSA is now requiring each participant in a
Chapter activity “where the risks of
liability or injury are significant” to sign a
Release and Indemnity Agreement. I will
be asking PSA some questions I have
regarding this directive. As of now, even
though we are just changing our meeting
location and the activities are on our own,
it appears we will need these forms; so I
will be requesting those who are
participating in the Wausau outing to
submit the Release Agreement to me prior
to the outing.

and volunteers who are serving the
participants. “The primary value of the
Release is to create at least an arguable
but not absolute defense to claims of
simple negligence against PSA in
connection with its activities involving
members of the public.” For more
information on the use of the Release and
Indemnity Agreement, see the following
link: http://www.psa-photo.org/
index.php?risk-management-program.
More information will be provided at the
March meeting.

Please do not be offended that you are
being asked to sign this release after all
these years of not having this paperwork.
We need to understand that the purpose is
to protect PSA and the Chapter leaders

It may be (because of the way our photo
outing is organized…or not organized) we
m a y n o t n e e d t h e Re l e a s e f o r m s .
Hopefully, I will know the answers at the
March Chapter meeting.

www.psawisconsin.org
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THE POLAR BEARS OF CHURCHILL
by Signe Emmerich
It would be safe for me to say I had one of
the best photographic and most awesome
experiences of my life when Gerry and I went
to Churchill, Manitoba, to see the polar bears.
These massive animals have such charisma
and endearing faces and poses that you can’t
help but be pressing the shutter button all the
time. I never enjoyed looking at my images
as much as I have from this trip. Every night I
couldn’t wait to look at my images when I
crawled into bed after downloading the cards;
and working on them in Lightroom at home
has brought smiles and chuckles. Those bears
are just so DARN CUTE!!

So Darn Cute
And hungry! This was drilled into our minds
from the time we arrived in Churchill. You
don’t just step outside for a walk. You look
out the windows first, and then quickly get in
the car. You circle the Tundra Buggy Launch
Pad (about 12 feet high off the ground) to
look for bears under the platforms, and if the
stairs gate is closed you don’t get out of your
vehicles. I can’t imagine living in a place
where year round you have to be conscious of
a predator. We met a waitress who was
mauled last Halloween just walking to work. A
neighbor, hearing her screams, came with a

shovel, eventually got the bear to flee, but
was severely mauled himself. Fortunately,
both lived to see another day.
What is so special about Churchill?
Churchill is located along a small shelf on
southwestern Hudson Bay. The Bay sea
currents are counter clock-wise, and as the
thick slushy ice water forms in the northern
areas of the Bay, the currents push the thick
ice water south to this shelf area where it
bottles up. It is here that the sea ice forms
first; and the bears start to congregate here
in October and November knowing they will
be able to get out in the Bay to hunt earlier
than hanging around elsewhere. The Churchill
bears are the most southern group of the nine
polar bear sub groups. And because we
humans can get to Churchill more easily
compared to the rest of the immense tundra
wilderness around Hudson Bay, this is where
the polar bears and humans cross paths.
We were on a tour lead by Mark Rasmussen of
LightChase Photography. Gerry and I flew to
Winnipeg (direct flight from Chicago) where
we met up with the tour, then drove for two
days to Thompson. From Thompson we took a
16-hour train ride overnight to Churchill. You
either fly or train to Churchill…there are no
roads into or out of the city of 800 people.
How did we see the bears? We took a
Tundra Buggy out on the tundra for five days,
three of which were sunny (we were very
lucky) and two were blizzards (unbelievably
cold…-36º wind chill). We left the “launch
pad” around 8:30 am and returned at 4:30 or
5 pm. There is a decent low-flow flush toilet
and a large propane heater on the Buggy. The

www.psawisconsin.org
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THE POLAR BEARS OF CHURCHILL
continued
upper half of the windows can be lowered and
there is a platform out back. Three Tundra
Buggys have a see-through grate on the
bottom of the platform. We had a 40passenger Buggy for the five days. Since
there were 19 of us on the tour, we each had
our own window seat with plenty of room for
camera gear. We had a very congenial group
that shared windows since the bears tended
to be very mobile and the Tundra Buggys do
not move with the bears in close proximity.

See-Through Grate on Platform

Inside the Tundra Buggy

W e h a d t w o u n u s u a l Tu n d r a B u g g y
experiences. On our fourth day, a “rascal” cub
removed some insulation from the antifreeze
hose under the Tundra Buggy, and in the
process left a few punctures in the hose,
causing the vehicle engine to overheat on our
way back to the Launch Pad. The Tundra
Buggy maintenance vehicle arrived and with
all of us on bear watch, they replaced the
hose and refilled the antifreeze.

Outside the Tundra Buggy
www.psawisconsin.org
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THE POLAR BEARS OF CHURCHILL
continued
The next day we had a flat tire due to a slash
(that Rascal Bear again…I know he was
hoping for some tender humans but REALLY?)
and we had to transfer to another vehicle with
some German travel agents...all young
women. Actually, the flat tire was not caused
by Rascal.

swimming and for looking into breathing holes
that seals use.
The legs and paws are “pigeon toed” which
enable them to swim for great distances and
their paws are slightly webbed. The polar
bears can swim for about 80 miles if they
have to. They walk with locked joints so that
the pressure is taken in the shoulder or hip
tendons, enabling them to walk for great
distances.
Their paws have very coarse hair and the
pads themselves have tiny bumps, all of
which give them good traction on ice. The
lumpy pads also give off scents that identify
each bear, and inform male bears if a female
is in heat. Many times we saw the bears
sniffing tracks of other bears.
The polar bear claws are hooked at the ends…
the better to snag and drag a seal out of the
water. Other bear species have flatter claws
that are shaped more for shoveling and
digging.

Flat Tire
What is different about the polar bears
from other bears? The polar bears are the
only strictly carnivorous bears. Their diet is
only meat…no berries, grass, mushrooms,
etc. In late fall, they will chew on willow twigs
and kelp to start getting their digestive
system functioning for those tasty, plump
seals. But the willow and kelp have no
nutritional value for their bodies.
The polar bears have much longer necks than
other species of bear. The neck is developed
for keeping the head above water while

Polar bears lumber along and usually don’t
run unless they are intent on a smell (some
other bear eating or a seal nearby) or feel
threatened. They have huge strides of about a
meter and can cover great distances quickly.
The hair of the polar bear is hollow, a great
insulator by absorbing the sun’s heat, and is
slightly concave to help drain the water off
the fur. They clean their fur by “scooching”
and rolling on their backs. The hair is not pure
white unless it’s a cub. The yellowish color
comes from eating seal blubber.
The sense of smell is very highly developed in
the polar bear. It can smell seal pups denned
three feet under the snow and can smell the

www.psawisconsin.org
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THE POLAR BEARS OF CHURCHILL
continued
breath of a seal that came up for air over two
miles away. The bears are always putting
their noses up to smell and hopefully catch a
scent of something edible, or of something
threatening. We saw a young adult cub dig
out some kelp by a rock and in no time at all,
he had to vacate his “find” because a bigger
male smelled the kelp and appeared out of
nowhere.

Polar Bear Gait

Paw Pads
Scooching

Hooked Claws

More Scooching
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THE POLAR BEARS OF CHURCHILL
continued

Smelling the tracks

Photo Equipment Used? The bears are
mobile and therefore at every focal length
possible, so it is best to have lenses with a
wide range. I used a Nikon D300 (which has a
cropped sensor) and two lenses, the 80-400
mm and the 28-300 mm. I did not use a
polarizer and I didn’t use a tripod. Several of
the photographers had Sigma 150-600 lenses
and one had a fixed focal of 600 mm. A
couple of the photographers used a tripod
with their long lenses but for the most part,
no tripods were used because of the mobility
of the bears and confined space by the
windows. However, all of us had large bean
bags that we placed on top of the open
windows. The bean bags were filled with
sunflower seeds and shaped like a molar
tooth with the roots. The camera was placed
on the “molar” and it worked very well in
eliminating the vibrations from people
moving. The tour leader, Mark, has a friend
who made the bags and through whom we
purchased them.

The message we heard and saw…we
learned every possible thing about the polar
bears themselves and the environment and
habitat they live in. The inter-relationship of
man’s activities causing global warming and
its impact on these magnificent animals (and
the rest of earth’s creatures) became very
real to us. The effects are already happening
in the declining number of cubs being born
and the mortality of first year cubs. About 20
to 30 years ago, the average number of cubs
born was 2.8 to a mother. Triplets were not
rare. Today, the average is down to 1.7, the
presence of twins is declining and triplets are
very rare. The longer the ice floe lasts into
summer the better for the survival of the
polar bears. I will never complain again about
the bitter cold of winter because I will think of
those beautiful polar bears and how essential
the cold is to their survival.

Mother and Cubs
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HELP WANTED
There are two Chapter positions where
we are going to need understudies to
eventually assume that position when
the current Director decides to give up
the job: the Chapter Webmaster, and
t h e M i l wa u ke e Yo u t h P h o t o g ra p hy
Showcase Director.
Chapter Website
Our Chapter webmaster, Kathy Brand,
would like to have an assistant, with the
intention of passing the job to the
assistant in a year or two. She stepped
forward to take on the position when
the previous webmaster left. Kathy had
to learn how to create a website from
scratch, which took a lot of time and
patience. She is open to using different
website software or methods to make
the job easier. An assistant would help
make the position’s creative process
and eventual handover easier.
If you are interested in stepping forward
and helping with this position, please
contact Kathy Brand or Signe Emmerich.
If you are a Chapter member who
cannot be at the Chapter meetings but
who would like to help, we are still
interested in you. The website work can
be done from home.

Milwaukee Youth Photography
Showcase
Kathy Braun would like someone to help
h e r w i t h t h e M i l w a u k e e Yo u t h
Photography Showcase, with the
intention of eventually taking over the
position. Kathy is another dedicated
Chapter member, having been the
Director for about twenty years. This
position entails contacting the art
teachers of the Milwaukee public high
schools with information and
encouragement on entering the PSA
Youth Photography Showcase; collecting
the prints from the schools; conducting
the judging; and coordinating the
display and opening ceremony of the
exhibition at Milwaukee City Hall.
It should be noted that the Chapter
s p o n s o r s t h e M i l w a u k e e Yo u t h
Photography Showcase. Every year,
volunteers have been found to judge
and prepare the prints. However, we
need another dedicated member to step
forward to continue coordinating this
very rewarding youth photography
p r o g ra m i n t h e M i l w a u k e e p u b l i c
schools.
Please contact Kathy Brand, Kathy
Braun, or Signe Emmerich, if you are
interested in the positions or have any
questions. Contact information is on
page 5 of this newsletter.
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Wisconsin Area Camera Club Organization

Presents
A Photography Seminar by
Adam Jones

Saturday
March 21st, 2015
9 AM to 1 PM
Mequon Nature Preserve
8200 W. County Line Road
Mequon, WI 53097

Phone: (262) 242-8055 (for directions only)
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Wisconsin Area Camera Club Organization
Presents

A Photography Seminar by

Adam Jones

March 21, 2015 - Saturday - 9 AM to 1 PM
Mequon Nature Preserve

This internationally recognized photographer explores
the world through his nature, travel, and wildlife
images. Jones’s award-winning photography is
widely published in magazines, posters, calendars,
books, and in national advertising campaigns for
clients such as Canon, Ford, Eddie Bauer, Miller Beer
and Honda.
Adam is recognized world wide as an outstanding
stock photographer with his images represented
by Getty Images, Corbis, Visuals Unlimited,
Photo Researchers, and Danita Delimont Stock
Photography. His work has sold for editorial and commercial uses in
over 30 countries.
In early 2006, Adam was selected to be one of Canon USA’s elite group
of acclaimed photographers, “The Explorers of Light”. Canon describes
the Explorer of Light program as such:
The Explorers of Light program is a group
of 50 of the World’s best photographers
united in their love and passion for
photographic excellence. They share a
common desire to contribute back to the
industry with a willingness to share their
vision and passion with others.
regarding learning to recognize the potential of your raw captures.
He will also cover macro techniques, wildlife, compostiton and travel
strategies, HDR that looks
photorealistic, image stacking and
out.
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Price for the Saturday Seminar (limit of 200 persons) is:

$8.00/person before March 1, 2015
$12.00 from March 1,2015 till March 20, 2015
Sorry no walk ins

Make check payable to WACCO and send your reservation to:

WACCO Seminar
C/O Jeffrey Klug
P. O. Box 376
Hubertus, WI 53033

For information e-mail waccoprogram@gmail.com
or call (262) 628-1255

Name_________________________________________
Address_______________________________________
City ___________________State _____Zip___________
Phone _____________E-mail______________________
Camera Club ___________________________________
Qty. ____ $8.00 Early Registration for Seminar before 3/1/15
Qty. ____ $12.00 General Admission from 3/1/15 till 3/20/15

Total enclosed_____________

To register online please go to:

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/adam-jones-photography-seminar-tickets-13746800049
See back page for listing of WACCO clubs

www.psawisconsin.org
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ANNOUNCING THE 2015 CONFERENCE
Details of the Conference will be in the February
through the May 2015 issues of the PSA Journal.

77th Annual
International Conference
Photographic Society of America
September 27 through October 3, 2015

stop
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CONFERENCE HOTEL:
Holiday Inn West Yellowstone
315 Yellowstone Avenue West
West Yellowstone MT 59758
http://www.psa-photo.org/index.php?future-conferences

Other hotels that will have reservation blocks:
The Grey Wolf Inn and Suites and
The Yellowstone Park Hotel

Conference registration begins April 1, 2015,
and Conference hotel reservations will open
February 1, 2015.
No reservations are to be accepted prior to
the open date.
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Staybridge
Suites
Directions to Waukesha State Bank
1227 Corporate Center Drive
Oconomowoc WI
From the East or West on I-94 - take WI 67
North, exit 282, to the light at Pabst Farms
Blvd. Turn left on Oconomowoc Dr., then left
on Corporate Center Dr.
From the North or South take WI 67 to the
light at Pabst Farms Blvd. Turn west on
Oconomowoc Dr., then left on Corporate
Center Dr.
On Corporate Center Dr., the Bank building is
the second building on the left. Park on the
south side of the building, and enter the
doors at the SE area of the building. Meeting
rooms are downstairs.
Nearby Lodging:
Hilton Garden Inn
1443 Pabst Farm Circle, 262-200-2222
Staybridge Suites
1141 Blue Ribbon Drive, 262-200-2900
Country Pride Inn
2412 Milwaukee Street
Delafield, WI - Exit 287 on I-94, at Hwy. 83
262-646-3300 (reasonable rates)

www.psawisconsin.org

