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M E E T I N G AG E N DA
October 7-9, 2016

January 29, 2017

North Star Hotel, Munising, U. P. MI

Waukesha State Bank, Oconomowoc

Friday Evening around 8 PM

Business Meeting
Nominating Committee

Get - together to distribute maps
Share information
Show and Tell

Morning Session
Showing of 2016 Chapters Showcase

Selection of Images for 2017 Chapters Showcase

Battle of the Sexes Team Breakouts
Time-Lapse "Yoga" by Brian Lauttamus
BYOIs (Bring Your Own Images)

Saturday Afternoon and/or Evening
Show and Tell

Afternoon Session
Jerry Hug Presents
The Wonders of Mobile Photography

Ot her Wisconsin Events
WACCO
September 24, 2016 - A Photography Workshop – Birds of Prey
November 5, 2016 – WACCO Delegate meeting and Fall Competition
See: www.wicameraclubs.org

Children's Day Koi Flags by Signe Emmerich FPSA, EPSA
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CHAPTER NEWS FOR THE COMING YEAR

Lunch: We decided to increase the lunch charge from
$5 to $6 since Cousin Subs has increased the cost of
By Signe Emmerich
the party platters. We will still not break even on lunch
The Wisconsin Chapter Board met July 6 to plan our costs, but the increase will help. It is a bargain to have
Chapter’s activities for the coming year. The speakers one or two sub sandwiches, chips, cookies, and a drink
are in the process of being contacted and short programs for $6.
lined-up, but the following summarizes what we have
Newsletter: The newsletter will feature one or two
planned so far.
Chapter members each month. We would like to have a
short bio…say whatever you would like…and then provide
Meeting Dates:
October 7, 8, 9 – Munising, Upper Peninsula, Michigan. about 15 of your favorite images. We have been featuring
a member photographer for the past three newsletters but
Photo Outing.
January 29, 2017 – Waukesha State Bank, Oconomowoc. we will add the bio feature in the September newsletter.
March 19, 2017 – Waukesha State Bank, Oconomowoc. At the Chapter meetings, there will be a sign-up sheet
May 11, 12, 13, 2017 – Bailey’s Harbor, Door County. with the five newsletters designated that you can register
under…and then prepare your gallery.
Photo Outing.
November 5, 2017 – Waukesha State Bank, Oconomowoc
Everyone is encouraged to write an article. It can be
Because this year’s PSA Conference is in mid September, about anything…a travel adventure, a piece of camera
the Chapter has a rare opportunity to have a fall outing. equipment or gear you’ve used, a photo experience, or
Next year’s Conference will be in Pittsburgh October 8 – a How-To. Jeff and I are looking for some relief in the
14 and the 2018 Conference in Salt Lake City is scheduled writing of newsletter articles…and I know many of you
for September 30 – October 6, which means the photo have something to share.
outing would need to be moved back to spring. This
spring Door County outing will ensure we have a photo Website: We are also looking for new things for the
website. The information about the Chapter will be
outing in the year 2017.
expanded. We also are looking for How-To articles,
The Journey’s End Motel has set aside the house, seven software and hardware articles, and galleries. In addition,
motel rooms and two cabins for us. The motel rooms Jeff would like to have a blog section where photo locations
sleep up to two; the cabins have a queen downstairs can be described and photo opportunities/events listed.
and two twins upstairs with the possibility of a roll-away;
and the house has three bedrooms that sleep two to a It should be a great year for the Chapter and we are
room. There will be more detailed information on the here with open ears to your suggestions and ideas.
room rates in the September newsletter.

NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS: It is time to renew your Chapter membership. The
membership year is from July 2016 through June 2017. Thus as of July 1, 2016,
your Chapter dues are due. You can send a check to the Treasurer at any time, or
you can pay your dues at the next meeting on January 31ST. Use the form below.

2016-2017 PSA WISCONSIN CHAPTER DUES
Remember, you must be a member of the Photographic Society of America to be a Chapter
member. The membership year is from July 2016 through June 2017.
The Chapter membership fee per person is:
$5.00
Make your check payable to PSA Wisconsin Chapter and mail to:
Jane Hirst, 9114 Edge o Woods, Cedarburg, WI 53012
Name: _______________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________ Zip: _____________
My email address is: __________________________________________
Phone: ___________________________
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Snapshots from the Chair
We are back from our fantastic walking trip on the Nakasendo Road
in central Japan. I am alive but I was the only one of the four of
us who physically suffered from the unexpectedly challenging trek.
Everything we read and heard about the road was that it is beautiful
and variably paved with flat stones, forest floor, gravel, and asphalt.
Nothing described the gradient. It turns out the road is either up
or down, and I mean up or down the mountains. Including our first
day in Tokyo, we walked 89 miles in 8 days and by the end of the
fifth day, after huffing and puffing up and down hills for 13 miles, I
was suffering from what was later diagnosed by my doctor as pes
anserinus bursitis in both knees. The next day, after 15 miles, I was in
severe pain. As I hobbled to the finish line at the Mitake train station
to catch the train to Kyoto on the 8th day, I was very worried I had
done some permanent damage to my knees. After getting home and
providing my knees with tender loving care of being elevated, cold
compresses, and ibuprofen for two weeks, I am now back to normal.
After some wonderful suggestions and help from several of you on
possible light weight cameras to consider for the trek, I decided
to go with the Sony 6000L mirror-less. Jane Hirst brought
her Sony 6000 to the May Chapter meeting and did a BYOI of
images from her trip to Chicago. She was very happy with her
camera and that endorsement cinched my decision. It is easy to
maneuver the camera settings, and what I especially like is the
hand grip which I believe made my images less blurry while trying
to catch my breath. I am glad I considered the camera weight
(less than 16 oz with the telephoto lens) as we also had to carry
bottles of water along with our daily essentials. Our son-in-law,
Jarrad, and our daughter, Allison, were angels of mercy in carrying
my backpack as my knees got worse. I don’t know how they did
it (probably their age) but they were always way up ahead with
the guide while Gerry and I brought up the rear. My slowness
enabled Gerry to take advantage of many picture opportunities
that would have been passed up with a faster-paced walk.
Even though I suffered physically from this walking trip, I loved it
for the totally different cultural experience…some of which is
inevitably disappearing. Our guide and inn keepers commented
on how many of the Japanese traditional ways are changing and
that the younger generation doesn’t know the old customs. I am
glad we were able to have this experience of slower-paced Japan.

Signe Emmerich, FPSA, EPSA
See Photos on page 4
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PSA-WI Executive Committee
Signe Emmerich, FPSA, EPSA
Chairman & Asst. State Membership Director
chapter-wisconsin-chair@psa-photo.org
262 642-5641
Brian Lauttamus, Vice-Chair
chapter-wisconsin-chair-vice@psa-photo.org
262 255-4818
Trish McCoy, Secretary
chapter-wisconsin-secretary@psa-photo.org
262 942-0182
Jane Hirst, Treasurer
chapter-wisconsin-treasurer@psa-photo.org
262 375-0737

Directors
Jeffrey Klug - Webmaster
kpw1255@me.com
262 628-1255
Jeffrey Klug, Editor - InFocus Newsletter
kpw1255@me.com
262 628-1255
Don Frisque, APSA, EPSA,
State Membership Director
wi-state@psa-photo.org
715 359-4350
Chapter Membership,
Signe Emmerich, FPSA, PPSA
Programs and Historian
Gerry Emmerich, Jr., HonPSA, GMPSA
Hospitality,
Nancy Klemp, Sandy Matson APSA,
Paul Moertl
Showcases, Don Frisque, APSA, EPSA
Youth Photography Showcase,
Kathy Braun, FPSA, PPSA
youth-showcase-director@psa-photo.org
InFocus, official newsletter
of the PSA-Wisconsin
Chapter, is published five
times a year, and is included
in the Chapter membership
dues paid by PSA members
who join the PSA-Wisconsin
Chapter.
InFocus and its contents are © 2016 by the
Photographic Society of America and the
PSA-Wisconsin Chapter. Material may not
be reproduced without permission.
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Snapshots from the Chair Continued

UPDATE ON OCTOBER MUNISING PHOTO OUTING
By Signe Emmerich
If you are planning to attend the Chapter’s Munising photo outing and have not completed the Release and Indemnity
Form in this newsletter, please do so and return it to Signe Emmerich, the Chapter Chair, at N8466 Pickeral Lake
Road, East Troy, WI 53120; or make sure you bring it with you to Munising. Everyone, whether a PSA Chapter
member or not, must have a completed form prior to participating in our Chapter outing.
Also, if you have a hotel room reserved at the North Star Hotel in Munising and you will not be able to attend the
outing, please contact Signe Emmerich before you cancel your room. We would like to have the room remain in our
block, if it can, for those unable to find a room. Almost all hotel rooms in the area are sold out.
And for those of you who can’t find a room but would like to participate in the outing, please contact me in case a
room does open up.

Photo Quote
Sometimes I do get to places just when God's ready to have somebody click
the shutter.
Ansel Adams
w w w. p s a w i s c o n s i n . o r g
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RELEASE AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT, ASSUMPTION OF RISK
Event: _________________________________________________________________ Date: _____________________
Location: ____________________________________ Event Leader/Contact: ___________________________________

Participant’s Personal Information

Family Name _______________________________ Given Name ______________________ Middle Initial _________
Mailing Address __________________________________________________________________________________
City ________________________________ State ______________________________ Postal Code ______________
Phone ______________________________ Email ______________________________________________________
Emergency Contact Name __________________________________ Emergency Contact Phone _________________

Agreement

I, (print your name or name of minor) __________________________________________, wish to participate in an
activity (“Activity”) of the Photographic Society of America or one of its Chapters (“PSA”), a nonprofit corporation. I
understand that participation in this activity may involve or result in risk of personal injury or illness, or of damage to or
loss of personal property, or other risk or loss, including, without limitation, injury, illness or loss caused by the actions
or failure to act of third parties. I understand that in order to protect its members, leaders and assets, and in order for
me (or said minor) to participate, PSA requires that I (on my own behalf or on behalf of said minor) execute this
Agreement.
In consideration and part payment for my right (or the right of the below-named minor) to participate in this Activity, I
hereby RELEASE, ACQUIT AND DISCHARGE PSA, its officers, directors, members, agents, employees, successors and
assigns of and from any and all loss, liability, claims, cause or causes of action which I (or said minor) may have or
hereafter acquire arising out of, or in any way related to, my attendance or participation (or attendance or participation
by said minor) in this Activity (collectively the “Released Claims.”) I further assume for myself (or for said minor) all risks
in connection with the Activity.
I further hereby agree to indemnify and hold harmless PSA, its officers, directors, members, agents, employees,
successors and assigns of and from any loss, liability or damages, whether now known or hereafter arising and including
all litigation costs and attorney’s fees, arising out of or related to the Released Claims.
This Release and Indemnity Agreement shall be binding upon the undersigned (both individually and, if applicable, in a
representative capacity), and my heirs, personal representatives, successors and assigns.
Irrespective of the jurisdiction in which this document is actually executed, the laws of the State of Oklahoma shall
govern the meaning and interpretation hereof. I have read this Release and Indemnity Agreement and have been fully
informed of its terms before signing. I understand that parents or legal guardians must sign for all persons under
eighteen (18) years of age.
Participant’s Signature ____________________________________________________ Date

________________

Parent or Guardian Signature for minor ______________________________________ Date

________________
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Chapter Website
By Jeffrey Klug
www.psawisconsin.org
I am always looking for images for your personal
Gallery. If you have already sent some, thank you, if
not, it would be nice to have photos from everyone to
show all the wonderful photos our fellow photographs
make. This is your site, and we want to make it exciting
and dynamic by having new content.
Please check out the Photographic Advice section. This
section is updated monthly, It will have equipment
reviews or info on programs, new photo ideas, anything
I can think of to make your photography easier.
We are always looking for new articles to go into the
Photographic Advice section of the website. It would
be great to have some articles that are not mine, just
submit a short article with some images (do not put
the images inside the article, attach them as separate
images.)
Please check out the PSA Conference section of our
website as well. It has info on most of the speakers and
tours.
Send your images, articles, and ideas to me at
kpw1255@gmail.com and put PSA Chapter Website in
the subject line. I look forward to receiving your help
and input to the Chapter Website.
Jeffrey R Klug
kpw1255@gmail.com

Chapter Newsletter
By Jeffrey Klug
I hope you enjoyed the last newsletter. I am always
looking for images to put into the newsletter (sized
2100 pixels on the long side). We want this newsletter
to be more than just articles, we are photographers,
so we should be showing off your images (if you don't
you will just see my images). The images can be
anything you want to show off, from a vacation, a
special trip or just anything you want to show off.
The images can be ones that you are proud of, Chapter
I am always looking for articles to put into the
newsletter. The articles could be a photo tip, a product
that worked well for you, a program tip, or anything
that might help someone with a problem. We have
room for a number of articles, so send them in, and I
will use them when he can. We need your help to put
out an interesting and exciting newsletter.
Send photos or articles to: Jeffrey R. Klug at
kpw1255@gmail.com
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Upcoming Meetings
March 19, 2017
Waukesha State Bank, Oconomowoc
Business Meeting
Morning Session
Individual Showcase
Battle of the Sexes Team Breakouts
"North Shore Minnesota" by Ken Warning
BYOIs
Afternoon Session
Chris Smith
Program TBA

May 12, 13, and 14, 2017
Journey's End, Bailey's Harbor,
Door County
Friday evening 8:30 PM
Get - together to distribute maps
Share information on photo spots
Show and Tell
Saturday Afternoon and/or Evening
Annual Meeting
Election of Chapter officers
Premier showing of the 2017 Clubs Showcase
Show and Tell

November 5, 2017
Waukesha State Bank, Oconomowoc
Business Meeting
Morning Session
Battle of the Sexes Team Breakouts
Short Programs
BYOIs
Afternoon Session
TBA
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Wisconsin State Membership Committee Report
By Gerald Emmerich, Jr, HonPSA, GMPSA

2016 Wisconsin PSA Clubs Showcase Results
Each year the Wisconsin State Membership Committee (SMC) conducts the Wisconsin PSA Clubs Showcase.
All PSA member clubs based in Wisconsin are encouraged to participate in this learning experience and are
invited to submit seven open subject projected images by seven different club members. All images from
all participating PSA member clubs are assembled on a CD and sent to all participating clubs. At a regular
club meeting of their choice, all members in attendance at each club review and judge all images. The
score sheets from each club judging are submitted to the Showcase Director, the results from each club
are tabulated, and the top-scoring clubs and individual images are identified.
Seventeen PSA member clubs participated in the 2016 Wisconsin PSA Clubs Showcase. The final results of
the 2016 Clubs Showcase were presented at the May 1, 2016 meeting of the PSA Wisconsin Chapter. The
Fox Valley Camera Club was the first place club, and the Menomonee Falls Camera Club was the second
place club. The top five individual images were:
First place – Santorini Sunset by Michael Patrick, Mid-Wisconsin Photography Group
Second place – Storm at New Smyrna Beach by Jeff Klug, Menomonee Falls Camera Club
Third place – Atlantic Puffin and Sand Eels by Joe Motto, Beaver Creek Photography Club
Fourth place – Male Rufous Hummingbird by Kris Weltzien, Unlimited Vision Photo Club
Fifth place – Night Sky with Milky Way by Bonnie Zuidema, Fox Valley Camera Club
All seven photos of the Fox Valley CC and the Menomonee Falls CC, as well as the top five individual photos,
are shown on the Wisconsin Member Areas page of the PSA website:
https://www.psa-photo.org/index.php?wi-psa-club-showcase
The Wisconsin PSA member camera clubs thank Don Frisque, APSA, EPSA, for his many years of service
as Director of the Clubs Showcase. Bonnie Zuidema, who has been assisting Don and who has been
tabulating the Showcase results for the past several years, will be taking over as Wisconsin PSA Clubs
Showcase Director in the fall. Next month, Bonnie will be contacting all Wisconsin PSA-member clubs
about the 2017 Showcase. The closing date for submitting the seven images for the 2017 Showcase will
again be October 31, 2016.

Welcome New PSA Members in Wisconsin
Don Chering – New Richmond
Glenn Sarlitto – Milwaukee
Carl Simmerman – Elkhorn
Each new member of PSA in Wisconsin receives a one-year complimentary membership in the PSA
Wisconsin Chapter.

Wisconsin Area Camera Club Organization
Presents
A Photography Workshop – Birds of Prey
September 24, 2016 - Saturday - 9 AM to Noon
Schlitz Audubon Nature Center

During this workshop, we will be photographing approximately 14 different birds of prey including a Bald Eagle,
Snowy Owl, and Great Horned Owl. Several birds at a time will be posed outside in selected natural settings in an
open field or in trees to more closely resemble their natural environments. The bird handlers will introduce different
birds about every hour and reposition them to give you the opportunity to photograph them in the different settings.
We will also have the chance to photograph a Harris Hawk in flight. There will be people available at each station
to help if you have any questions about photographing the birds. All of the birds in the workshop will be provided
by the Schlitz Audubon Nature Center.
For more information go to http://www.wicameraclubs.org/programs/
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WISCONSIN CHAPTER 2016 PHOTO OUTING
Munising Photo Opportunities Part 2
By Ken Warning & Jeffrey Klug
The Munising area has numerous photographic opportunities, including waterfalls, lighthouses, forest lakes, Lake
Superior, Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore, and Seney National Wildlife Refuge.
There are several Lighthouses in the area, most are easily accessible.

On the way to Munising
			Manistique Lighthouse			

			

			

Suel Choix Lighthouse

Around Munising

East of Munising				

Island Lighthouse

West of Munising

Whitefish Point Lighthouse			

Crisp Point Lighthouse Munising, Michigan
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Munising, Michigan Photography
By Ken Warning
Seney National Wildlife Refuge is another nice location near Munising that can be good for photography. It can be
reached by driving a little over 30 miles east on M-28, then right on M-77 another 7 miles. (It will be on the right
hand (west side) of M-77. Seney National Wildlife Refuge consist of several pools of water that are connected
and controlled. There is a road for touring the refuge. There is a main road which is about 7 miles long and
then in the middle of this road is an optional road which is open for fishing. Most of the pools (small to full lake
size) have islands in them. I enjoy going to the refuge in late June, early July for the Loons with chicks, and
Trumpeter Swans with Cygnets. By the fall most of the swans are gone and all of the loons are gone. However, it
can be a nice scenic drive, and can be a good location for both sunrise and sunsets. One year we were fortunate
to be there in the fall with a heavy fog, and there were hundreds of spider webs with water drops on them. The
following photographs were taken in Seney.
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2016 PSA YOUTH SHOWCASE
WISCONSIN STUDENTS WELL REPRESENTED AT THE SAN ANTONIO PSA CONFERENCE
High school students from Wisconsin will be making up under just 9% (8.8%) of the PSA Youth Showcase print
display in San Antonio at the 2016 PSA Annual Conference with three 2nd place winners, one honorable mention
and an additional 24 acceptances. In addition to the Wisconsin Chapter, the state also has more sponsoring clubs
than any other state. Gerry Emmerich, HonPSA, GMPSA of the East Troy Viewfinders works with Lori Puls at East
Troy High School. The Photo Pictorialists of Milwaukee sponsors Katie Acker’s classes at Waukesha West High
School, Deb Moertl’s classes at Cedarburg High School, Marcia Gorra-Patek’s classes at Grafton High School, Amelia
Hernandez’s classes at Whitnall High School, and Thomas Medved’s classes at Nicolet High School. Kathy Braun,
FPSA, PPSA works with those schools. Karl Hokanson of Menominee Falls Camera Club sponsors Pam Higgins and
Katie Feyereisen at Port Washington-Saukville High School. Our Chapter and Kathy work with Melanie Curti of
James Madison Academic Campus, Susan Lamb of Milwaukee High School of the Arts, Megan O’Connell Tharpe of
Pulaski High School, Ann T. Schwarten of MacDowell Montssori School, Jeff Sokolowski of Gola Meir High School,
and Phil Stollenwerk of Messmer High School. All of these schools except Madison and Messmer have acceptances
in this year’s showcase.
The 2nd place award winners from the state were “Slant” by Maya Quintero and “Stateliness” by Daniel CuellarCardona, an exchange student from Colombia, both from East Troy High School. The other award winner was
Leena Meyers from Whitnall High School for “Dusty Mountain.” Ashley Scherf from Waukesha West High School
earned an honorable mention for “Chicago.”
The Milwaukee schools sponsored by the Chapter had no prize winners, but the following images were accepted.
“Tower View” by Casandra Matte
“Mother’s Grave” by Brian Ladwig of MacDowell Montessori
“Pigtails in Blue” by Christine Little of Pulaski High School
“Guitarist” and “My Roots” by Tameah Powell of Milwaukee High School of the Arts
“Freedom” by Xitlalli Rivera from Golda Meir High School
These are the other images from Wisconsin accepted for this year’s showcase.
East Troy High School
“Lucerne” and “Hey Day” by Ashley Schroepfer
“Sunday Afternoon” by Jake Balciunas
“Sip the Fizz” by Ekaterina Runyan
“Calatrava” by Maya Quintero
“Jaguar’s Luxury Day” by Amanda Horlacher
“Lines” by Natalie Busch
Port Washington-Saukville High School
“Lonely Boats” by Sara Schmidt
“Confetti” by Ben Cowart
Grafton High School
“City View” by Cassidy Nichols
“Revealing Within” by Madeline Schultz
Cedarburg High School
“Wood” by Hannah Yurske
		

Waukesha West High School
“Art Museum” and “River” by Janaka Subotnik
Nicolet High School
“Fireman Off Duty” by Carsen Vela-Capati
“Purifying” by Devin Olson
Whitnall High School
“Eagle’s Head” and “Locked Up” by Leena Meyers

From this list, one would think that Wisconsin consists of just the southeast corner. Grab your September issue of
the PSA JOURNAL and go visit photography, art, and graphic art teachers in your local high schools and work with
them in getting some images entered for the 2017 showcase. You can contact Kathy, Gerry, and Karl for help.
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LADIES TEAM WINS FIRST BATTLE OF THE SEXES
By Signe Emmerich
Guest judges Jim and Diane Bodkin, from South Barrington, gave careful consideration and critiquing to the images
submitted in the 21 categories by the Ladies’ and Men’s teams. Jim is the PSA Chicago Chapter Chair and the
PSA Nature Division Chair; Diane is active in conservancy groups and gardening, and both are avid photographers.
It was great to hear what they liked about each image and what made them decide on the chosen one. For each
category, they selected the image that they felt best fit the category; the team winner was announced; and there
was cheering or polite booing. The team results were: Ladies – 14, Men – 7. Great job Ladies!
The 2016 category winning images from both teams are in this newsletter and all the images are posted on the
Chapter’s website: http://www.psawisconsin.org/pastactivities/#/battle-of-the-sexes/

PLANS FOR THE SECOND BATTLE OF THE SEXES
The second Battle of the Sexes will be the date (TBA) of the March, 2018 Chapter meeting. This will give everyone
enough time to take new pictures for the 21 categories selected. Images have to be taken between the dates May
1, 2016 and March 1, 2018.
The members present at the May Chapter meeting suggested, discussed, and selected the following categories:
Subjects for Battle 2018
			Abstract				Antique Cars		
Bokeh
			Calatrava				Celebrate				Closeup
			County Fair				Dogs and/or Cats			Doors 		
			Feet					Hats					Ice or Snow
			Munising				Pathways				San Antonio
			Still Life				Texture				The Eyes Have It
			Wheels				Windows				Zoo Animal

What is Bokeh?
Basically, bokeh is the quality of out-of-focus or “blurry” parts of the image rendered by a camera lens – it is NOT
the blur itself or the amount of blur in the foreground or the background of a subject. The blur that you are so
used to seeing in photography that separates a subject from the background is the result of shallow “depth of
field” and is generally simply called “background blur”. The quality and feel of the background/foreground blur
and reflected points of light, however, is what photographers call Bokeh.

A couple of images from the day of the Battle
By Jane Hirst
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Battle of the Sexes
Animal Faces

Gerry Emmerich, Jr

Winning Images

Arches

Gerry Emmerich, Jr

B/W Cityscape

Boats

John Hasse

Kathy Brand

Bridges

Broken

Mary Ann Roesler

Sandy Matson

Farm

Flowing Water

Ramona Lenger
Rick Vollbrecht
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Battle of the Sexes
Flying Birds

Winning Images

Leaves

Debora Carroll

Pricilla Farrell

Looking Through

Night

Karen Geisel

Jeffrey Klug

Old Paint

Reflected

Sue Bigham

Linnea Matthiesen

Rusty

Sports

Phyllis Bankier

Signe Emmerich

w w w. p s a w i s c o n s i n . o r g
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Battle of the Sexes
Winning Images

Stairs

Table Top

Jane Hirst

Brian Lauttamus
Weather

Windows

Jeffrey Klug
Audrey Waitkus
Yellowstone

Sandy Matson

There is only you and your camera. The limitations in your
photography are in yourself, for what we see is what we are.

Ernst Haas
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WALKING THE NAKASENDO ROAD
By Signe Emmerich

The Nakasendo Road is 310 miles. The steep terrain
and location of the road has allowed it to remain largely
preserved in today’s Japan. Most of the other original
highways have been replaced with modern highways. In
the 1700s, travelers averaged 25 to 30 miles per day
and usually completed the journey in two weeks. Our
walking tour covered about 80 miles in seven days,
with just a backpack each. We average 11.4 miles
a day; the fourth day we walked 13 miles, and the
The Nakasendo Road was constructed in eighth century fifth day 15 miles. I found it hard to think they
AD Japan to connect Edo (today’s Tokyo) with Kyoto. For walked 25 miles a day with trunks of personal
centuries, the road was primitive but useful in conducting belongings and an entourage. I struggled with the
travel and commerce between areas of Japan. But as little I had to carry…
the imperial power grew weaker and provincial lords
(daimyo) gained power, the road fell into disrepair. In
the early 1600s, through military actions and alliances,
Tokugawa Ieyasu established himself Shogun, and Edo as
the capital. His rule and the subsequent Shoguns over the
next 250 years are known as the Edo Period. Tokugawa
reestablished the national highway system laid down 700
years earlier. There were five main highways (Gokaido),
all leading to the center of Edo; and the Nakasendo Road
was considered the second most important highway.
Naka means “middle”, sen means “mountain”, and do
means “road”; the road goes through the mountains of
central Japan.
Gerry, our daughter Allison, our son-in-law Jarrad,
and I walked the historic Nakasendo Road in Japan.
We were guided by Fusao Ariga who grew up in
Japan but now lives in Midlands, England with his
English wife. We started our tour by taking the
bullet train from Tokyo to Karuizawa; we ended the
trip seven days later taking the train from Mitake
to Kyoto.

The Shogun lived in Edo and required the daimyos, along
with their retainers and samurai, to make a biennial trip to
report to him. To ensure they made this trip, the Shogun
required the daimyos to house their wife and heirs in
Edo. Needless to say, this demand required road travel
for numerous daimyo to be on a strict, fixed schedule as
to the exact route and duration to avoid congestion and
confrontations. The highways needed to be wide enough
to allow the entourage (150-300 people) to travel on
horses, palanquin, and by foot. Most areas of the road
were surfaced with flat paving stones. In some areas of
the Nakasendo Road, the original Edo period stonework
is still in existence. During the early Edo Period, travelers
on the highways, including the Naksendo Road, were
limited to officials, daimyo, and samurai; not individuals,
merchants and others in commerce, or commoners.
However, as peace and prosperity endured over the next
200 years, the growth of commerce and trade saw a
larger number of merchants and commoners using the
road.

There were 67 post towns located about every 12 miles
along the Nakasendo Road with honjins (inns for the
daimyo), waki-honjin (inns for the second level), and inns
for the lower class. There were gate-towns strategically
located along the road where credentials and documents
had to be produced. Searches for firearms, smuggled
female daimyo family members, and valuable Kiso Valley
timber were conducted. The post towns were responsible
for providing accommodations, maintaining the roads,
and having horses and numerous porters available to the
travelers. We stayed at waki-honjins in four post
towns. The rooms are screened off with sliding
shoji doors (the walls are literally paper thin) and
the floors are tatami mats. Tatami floors are the
pride of the owner and treated with great care…no
footwear is worn on them. Upon arrival at the inn,
we took hot tub baths, slipping into our yukatas,
and sipping green tea while waiting for our multicourse Japanese dinner of local delicacies from the
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and gardens, and with many stone “guardians” along
the roadside protecting the walkers. The friendliness
of the Japanese people was amazing…people
gardening, chatting with neighbors, walking,
school kids…everyone would acknowledge our
presence. We greeted each other with “konichiwa” which means hello. It was nice to meet fellow
hikers and find out where they were headed or
came from.

forest or stream.

The Road has steep gradients up and down through
mountain forests, and there is almost always the sight
and sound of flowing water, even in the hamlets. The
forests consist of five native evergreens (including the
fragrant hinoki or Japanese cypress), cherry, pine,
Japanese elm, and bamboo. Many of the trees are
very old, including a 1,300-year-old Crytomeria tree
which had a Shinto rope designating it a revered object.
The Road has varied surfaces ranging from large flat
paving stones (ishidatami), forest floor, gravel, asphalt,
to wood. There are frequent “Beware of Bear” signs
along the way. The forest walks were outstanding.
The Hototogisu (Japanese cuckoo) has the most
wonderful, cheerful, long and loud repertoire, and
entertained us constantly. Fortunately, the only
wild animals we saw were monkeys.
Our trek
took us through 14 mountain passes. The highest
was the Wada-toge from which we could see Mt.
Asama, the surrounding central mountains we
would be walking to, and down to the Kanto plain
where Tokyo is situated. At another pass, the
Torii-toge, there is a Shinto shrine and a view of
the second most sacred mountain in Japan, Mt.
Ontake, which erupted a few years ago killing a
number of pilgrims.

This was a truly unique vision of rural Japan. We
were totally immersed in the culture; walking in
peaceful forests miles away from the hustle and
traffic of the big cities; and enjoying the people,
sights, and sounds of the historic Nakasendo Road.

Many Japanese walk the Nakasendo Road in segments
over weekends. There are detailed map guides available
that show the route, and plenty of signs along the route
make sure the walker doesn’t get lost. Often the hiker
will come across a watering spot to partake of water
and use the clean restrooms. The Road goes through
hamlets and occasional small cities, along rice paddies
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Jane Hirst
(Chapter Treasurer)
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URBAN ECOLOGY CENTER PHOTO CLUB
is sponsoring a

Focus Stacking Workshop
with

Will Clay and Ken Thompson
a student photo from a focus stacking
workshop. “Thanks for getting me
started!” - Sue Milinkovich

Saturday, August 20, 2016 - 9am-5pm

at the Urban Ecology Center - 1500 E. Park Place, Milwaukee, WI

Focus stacking is the process of taking several photos at different focus points and blending them together
to greatly increase the depth of field in an image. Instruction is for both landscapes and close-ups.
There will be a lecture on how to create focus-stacked images, then we will go out in the field to
photograph, followed by a hands-on session with one-on-one instruction.
We will be using the Helicon Focus software and Photoshop.
•The workshop is designed for intermediate level and beyond photographers.
• One-on-one instruction both in the field taking the photographs and in the classroom processing the images.
•Weather permitting, field sessions will include a garden for potential close-ups and a location for landscapes.
•Participants will need to have a camera, tripod, laptop computer equipped with Helicon Focus (free trial
downloads available), Photoshop, or Lightroom with the Helicon Focus plug-in, usb cord to transfer photos to
laptop
•Helpful references:
Download anything you need BEFORE you come to the workshop.
◆What is Helicon Focus?
http://www.heliconsoft.com/heliconsoft-products/helicon-focus/
◆Free trial download
http://www.heliconsoft.com/software-downloads/
◆Free trial Photoshop
https://www.adobe.com/downloads.html

Willard Clay

a former Professor of Botany, has been a full-time photographer and teacher of photography since 1982. Specializing in large format photography, Willard Clay has
been the primary photographer for nine coffee table
books and has been published in a myriad of calendars,
magazines, books, and advertising agencies. Teaching
venues include The Morton Arboretum, DuPage County
Forest Preserves District, Great Smoky Mountains Institute at Tremont, and workshops in his personal studio.

http://www.willardclayphotography.com

Ken Thompson

has been teaching close-up photography for ten years, with
a “specialty” in water drops. Teaching credits include the
Great Smoky Mountain Institute at Tremont, the Morton
Arboretum. He has received many awards, among others the
National Wildlife Federation, the DuPage Forest
Preserve and the Danada Nature Photography show. Ken
has been working with focus stacking as a technique for
several years, as it is applied to close-ups of flowers, plants,
and even dragonflies. His ebook will be out this summer.

http://www.worldwithinphoto.photoshelter.com

Cost: $110 Make checks payable to Urban Ecology Center Photo Club to reserve your space.

c/o Phyllis Bankier
2738 N. Stowell Avenue
Any questions, contact Phyllis Bankier: scenescapes@yahoo.com
Milwaukee, WI 53211
Lunch is on your own.
414-305-5280
Workshop is limited to 20 people. Please Return this form ASAP with $110 payment to reserve your space.
August 5, 2016 latest
Name
Phone:

Email:
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Antonio Botanical Garden and Japanese Tea Garden tour. You
will spend a half day at this 33 acre lush garden, with ponds, a
waterfall and native Texas plants. The second tour is in the King
William District and will be a half day tour to photograph the
architecture in the area.
Finally, we will have 4 Mission tours. On Monday and Tuesday,
there will be an all day tour of all the local missions. There will
be a half day tour to photograph the missions at sunrise and a
half day tour to photograph the missions at sunset. These unique
tours are well worth taking, especially the Sunrise and Sunset
tours.
For more information on the tours and their availability please
check the website at: http://psa-photo.org/index.php?2015conference-tours

Food
By Jeffrey Klug
San Antonio’s roots date back to the 17th century. It is home to
over a million people with a pedestrian friendly downtown. The
conference hotel is located on the bustling Riverwalk area with a
lot of restaurants. The celebrated Alamo and the historic Mission
trail give a strong sense of cultural history that pervades the
entire area. There are many photo opportunities just outside our
hotel.
There will be plenty to do in San Antonio during the conference.
Two new items will be the meet up groups and self-guided photo
walks. We plan to have meet ups during the great morning light
and the nice warm evening light. The location for the meet ups
will be determined at the conference and led by some of the
instructors. The second will be the self-guided photo walks. You
are on your own and can take a leisurely stroll while you go out
and shoot. Some of the opportunities for a self-guided walk are
the Bexar County Courthouse, San Fernando Cathedral, Spanish
Governor’s Palace or the San Antonio Central Library. Information
will be sent out to everyone in case you are interested in going on
a short photo shoot.

Tours
During Sunday through Tuesday we will have some interesting
tours. All of the tours will depart from the conference hotel and
will return back to the hotel at the end of the tour.
We will be having two morning River Barge tours, one on Sunday
and one on Monday. This will be a private barge tour on the San
Antonio River. It will provide many photo opportunities since the
areas around the river are European styled with many historic
buildings and bridges. This tour will last around 50 minutes.
During the evening on Sunday and Monday, there will be two
Dinner River Barge tours. Enjoy San Antonio's famous Mexican
food while cruising down the San Antonio River and experience
the night life along the river with its cafes and music. The 90
minute dining cruise will be one you won’t forget.
On Sunday we also have two all day tours. One on a Double
Decker Bus that will highlight the downtown area of San Antonio.
The other visiting the Texas Hill Country with its quaint towns and
State and National historic sites.
On Monday, there will be two half day tours. One is the San

While in San Antonio there are a lot of local restaurants, cafes
and bistros for your eating pleasure. Places like Landry’s Seafood,
Saltgrass Steakhouse, Joe’s Crab Shack, Havana Ultra Lounge,
plus good old standbys like Hard Rock Cafe, Dick’s Last Resort
or the Rainforest Cafe. For breakfast and lunch there are many
cafes in the immediate area to suit your needs. The Original
Blanco Cafe is a short 2 minute walk from the hotel; here you
can experience tasty breakfast tacos to fuel your day. The area is
loaded with a variety of food to suit your tastes.
You can also spend time meeting the other attendees at the
conference over one of the many breakfast and lunch meals in
the hotel. There are the divisional breakfasts and luncheons on
Wednesday through Saturday; pick one of your favorite divisions
and have lunch with your fellow photographers.
Or better yet, go to the Honors Banquet and watch some of your
fellow photographers receive their awards. The banquet has some
new changes to make it more exciting and interesting. (I hear
they have also cut it down to 2 hours.) So enjoy some good food
and camaraderie with your fellow photographers.

Other Activities
Another activity that may interest you will be our vendor area: the
place to see new equipment and spend your money. We will have
vendors from Canon, Sigma, Tamron, Panasonic/Lumix, Datacolor,
Photodex and Hunt’s Photo and Video. Plus we are working on
more vendors. Also at the end of some of the seminars we will
be giving away door prizes. We have prizes from Hoodman, Lens
Baby, Lowe Pro, Moab, Wimberly, Tamron, Alien Skin, Topaz, On1,
Hunt’s Photo and Video and hopefully many more. You will have
to stay to the end of the presentations, since you must be present
to win these great prizes.
One last thing to see while at the conference is the
FOTOSEPTIEMBRE USA (www.safotofestival.com). This is one of
the largest photography festivals in the country with exhibits and
presentations. Our own print room will be part of this festival,
showing off our beautiful photographs. For the first time this year
we will have an exhibition from our Permanent Collection. This
exhibition of East and West Pictorialism and More will display
examples from photographers known as pictorialists. Using a
style that characterized soft focus imagery. So check out our print
area, while you are enjoying the rest of the festival.
San Antonio is truly a unique city to visit. Its history, architecture,
and historical roots make it something really special. Come enjoy
the city with us.
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ANNOUNCING THE 2016 CONFERENCE
Details of the Conference will be in the February
through May 2016 issues of the PSA Journal.

78th Annual
International Conference
Photographic Society of America
September 10 through September 17, 2016
CONFERENCE HOTEL:
Wyndham San Antonio Riverwalk
111 E. Pecan Street
San Antonio, TX 78205
210 356-2800
Registration for the Conference starts April 2, 2016
Check the PSA website (psa-photo.org) or check
www.psawisconsin.org/psa-conference-2016

Directions to Waukesha State Bank

Meeting is at:
Waukesha State Bank (Lower Level)
1227 Corporate Center Drive
Oconomowoc WI
From the East or West on I-94 - take WI 67
North, exit 282, to the light at Pabst Farms
Blvd. Turn left on Oconomowoc Dr., then left
on Corporate Center Dr.
From the North or South take WI 67 to the
light at Pabst Farms Blvd. Turn west on
Oconomowoc Dr., then left on Corporate
Center Dr.
On Corporate Center Dr., the Bank building is
the second building on the left. Park on the
south side of the building, and enter the
doors at the SE area of the building. Meeting
rooms are downstairs.
Nearby Lodging:
Hilton Garden Inn
1443 Pabst Farm Circle, 262-200-2222
Staybridge Suites
1141 Blue Ribbon Drive, 262-200-2900
Country Pride Inn
2412 Milwaukee Street
Delafield, WI - Exit 287 on I-94, at Hwy. 83
262-646-3300 (reasonable rates)
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