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THOUGHTS FROM OUR VACANCY PASTOR
Be mindful of the truth and don’t be misled by false and inaccurate reports
Who was Lillith? If you answered that she was the wife of Frazier, the psychologist in the TV show “Cheers,” you’d be correct.
I had never heard of Lillith until her name was brought up at one of my weekday morning Bible classes a while ago. It
seems that a friend of one of our parishioners had seen a History Channel show about Lillith and, based on what she
heard (or thought she heard), concluded that Lillith was Adam’s first wife. Only after she left him did God create Eve and
give her to Adam. The fact that there is absolutely nothing about this in the Bible did not matter. In fact, it was only
another reason to doubt the truthfulness and completeness of the Bible.
What ridiculous drivel! This led me to do a little research on Lillith, which I will very briefly summarize. It seems that Lillith
was the name of a Sumerian female demon, and that much later Gnostic and Jewish mystical texts referred to her as
either a demonic temptress or Adam’s first wife. The most complete Jewish text on this is from between 800 & 1,000 A.D.,
over 2,000 years after the book of Genesis was written! This text says that Lillith was Adam’s first wife, and that she
refused to submit to his advances and ran away. And so, God then created the submissive Eve and brought her to him.
Of course, there is absolutely nothing even remotely indicating this in the Bible
itself, the writing of which predates by hundreds of years any Gnostic or Jewish
mythological writing. So, why even think about Lillith? I’m not suggesting you do.
The only reason I bring this up is because of how easily people, even church-going
Christian people, are misled by things they hear reported.
Satan is quite good at twisting God’s Word. He quoted (and twisted) it to Adam
and Eve when he tempted them, and he quoted it to Jesus during His temptation.
His goal, of course, is not that we actually believe it and so follow it, but that we
misunderstand and so misuse it. But, it’s even better if we reject it outright as
untrue or untrustworthy! This is where things like the story of Lillith fit in. The devil knows how often people twist words
and shape stories in order to promote their own agenda. We know this, too. And so, Satan uses things like the story of
Lillith to get people to think that the Bible is like any other book authored by man: a book of interesting stories, sure, but
one which is basically propaganda and not truth.
When in doubt, follow your Lord Jesus. He had no doubts about the Bible, which He quoted often and referred to many
times as the Word of God and not the words of men. Jesus referred to people like Adam and Jonah as historical people,
and to events like Noah’s Flood as having actually happened. Was Jesus mistaken? Did He not know the truth? Was He
lying to us by presenting Old Testament stories as true? If so, then He was not the holy and Divine Son of God, but a
sinful and fallible man who could not save us from our sins.
“Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds from the mouth of God,” Jesus answered Satan
when he tempted Him. “Blessed are those who are hearing the Word of God and keeping it,” He proclaimed in Luke 11.
Thanks be to God for His holy Word! Hear it, read it, learn it, and above all believe it. God will then keep you safe in
Christ unto eternal life!
In Christ Jesus, our Lord,
---PASTOR ROBERT BEINKE
St. Peter Lutheran, Norwalk
and Vacancy Pastor, Holy Cross
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Tuesday, February 3
5:00 p.m. –
Holy Cross serves Community Supper
at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport
Thursday, February 12
7:00 p.m. – Board of Directors’ meeting
Saturday, February 14 – Valentine’s Day
Wednesday, February 18 – Ash Wednesday
7:30 p.m. –
Worship Service with imposition of ashes and Holy Communion

Like
Holy Cross
on Facebook!
After you “Like” us, you’ll
see postings of upcoming
events, pictures from events
and other notices.

Wednesdays, February 25, March 4, 11, 18, 25
6:15 p.m. –
Lenten Soup Suppers
7:30 p.m. –
Lenten Midweek Service
Saturday, March 7
5:30 p.m. – Chili Cook-Off (Inclement weather date is Saturday, March 14)
Saturday, March 21
6:30 p.m. – Wine Tasting

WORDS ABOUT LOVE
Spoken by Thomas Merton,
Roman Catholic writer and
Christian spiritualist
“Love is our true destiny. We do
not find the meaning of life by
ourselves alone—we find it with
another.”
---Reprinted with permission from
The Newsletter Newsletter © 2014

NEWSLETTER NOTES
Our next deadline is…

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH
5995 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611
Office Phone: 203-268-4555; Pastor’s Study Phone: 203-268-7555
Church Office E-mail: holycrss@mindspring.com FAX: 203-268-5499
Website: www.holycrosstrumbull.org
Christian Preschool Phone: 203-268-6471 E-mail: mglennonhccp@mindspring.com
Worship Services – Sunday: 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.
First and third Mondays of the month: 7:00 p.m.
VACANCY PASTOR: Rev. Robert Beinke (from St. Peter Lutheran-Norwalk)
203-847-1252, stpeterlcpastor@yahoo.com
MUSIC DIRECTOR: Michael J. Gilbertson
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ PRESIDENT: Kerry Geffert
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ VICE-PRESIDENT: Michele Van Wart
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ SECRETARY: Jeannie Mones
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ TREASURER: Greg Dowling
NEWSLETTER MANAGING EDITOR: Cliff Schrock
NEWSLETTER PRODUCTION: Mary Schrock

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord
(Matthew 28:18-20). We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one
another, our community and the whole world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of
“making disciples of all nations” through the power of the preaching and teaching the Word of
God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service fellowship according to the
confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III).

The next issue of The Holy Cross
Word is the March edition. The
deadline for all
articles is Sunday,
February 15.
Please turn
in your article(s)
to the newsletter mailbox, located
outside the church office, or send
them via e-mail to:
holycrss@mindspring.com.
Unless you have a lengthy article,
we encourage you to use the
“Information Form,” located in a
box on the narthex table. You may
use this form to submit details for
upcoming events, the “We Are
Family” and “Thank You” columns,
and other short items. After filling
it out (please sign your name), put
it in the newsletter mailbox.
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CALL & ANNUAL MEETING
In historic combined Call and Annual meeting, Holy Cross members call a pastor, conduct regular business
The date January 18, 2015, will be one for the Holy Cross historical timeline. On that date, in the church’s Froehlich
Fellowship Hall—named after its founding pastor—church members gathered to decide on issuing a call to the third pastor
in its history.
The decision was made at a combined Call and Annual meeting. Approximately 70 people gathered—including 61 voting
members who signed in—and a vote to issue a call to Rev. Eric Wismar, present pastor at Good Shepherd in New
Fairfield, was taken. The vote by paper ballot was 61-0 in favor.
The meeting had been called to order by Holy Cross president Kerry Geffert as the church bells rang at the top of the hour
at noon. Following a prayer, the singing of the hymn “God of Grace and God of Glory,” and welcoming remarks, Call
Committee Chairperson Michele Vichiola Van Wart led the assemblage through the call-election process. She began by
recognizing the committee members: DJ Senft, Diane Dietman, Jon Halls, Kendra Norman, Matt Rentz and Cliff Schrock.
Then the chairperson explained how the call process was conducted: that it could not start until the end of June when the
vacancy began, that there was a gathering of studies and research, the compiling of nominations, input from the New
England District, a review of the candidates, and then the committee voted for which candidate to approve and put forth
for board of director approval and ultimately a vote by the members. At the January 18
meeting, there was a dialogue carried out by the members seeking more details about
the process and Rev. Wismar. Mrs. Van Wart placed Rev. Wismar’s name in
nomination, and Lydia Struzik seconded. There being no other names submitted for
consideration, nominations were closed and the paper-ballot vote taken, resulting in the
unanimous vote. It was explained that the call process would now continue with a
letter and package of materials being sent to Rev. Wismar with the formal call being
made. He will then make his decision within a few weeks.
New England District President Rev. Tim Yeadon was on the phone as the call election
was conducted. He had planned on attending the first part of the meeting but icy driving
conditions prevented him from getting down to Trumbull from north-central Connecticut. He prayed with the group
following the vote and asked that God’s will continue to affect the process of calling a pastor to Holy Cross.
With Part A of the combined meeting finished, Part B began at 1 p.m. with the approval of the 2014 Annual Meeting Minutes.
In the election of this year’s set of six two-year officers, continuing in their positions are Treasurer Greg Dowling,
Secretary LaJean Mones, and Property Director Dan Senft. The incoming Shepherd is Donna Senft, which moves Gary
Messerschmitt to lead Shepherd and John Anantharaj to the second-year Shepherd. Leaving the board of directors are
Evangelism directors Donna DiLalla and Christy LaSalle and Social Ministry Director Cindy Ciccia; those two positions
remained open at the end of the meeting with no candidates.
Interspersed throughout the meeting were annual reports made by commission directors. Some highlights included a new
preschool sign and church Facebook page (Donna DiLalla for Evangelism, who thanked Mary Schrock in the church
office); continuing to reach out to inactive/lapsed members by the Shepherds (Pat Deloge); Worship Director Lydia Struzik
described the many worship events during 2014, the huge effort to manage things during the pastoral vacancy and thanked
her commission staff and Mary Schrock for their assistance; Tina Batoh thanked Susan Antoniou, Victoria Hwang, Kim
Atkinson, Kathryn Struzik, and the Sunday School and Preschool teaching staffs for their Education work and asked that
more parents bring their children to Sunday School; Property Director Dan Senft noted a fairly calm year for the church but
described a huge effort still needed for the parsonage before a new pastor arrives and he thanked Mary Schrock and
“Meeting Recap,” continues on Page 4

DURING OUR PASTORAL VACANCY anyone in need
of spiritual care may contact Rev. Robert Beinke, our Vacancy Pastor,
at St. Peter Lutheran Church in Norwalk, 203-847-1252,
stpeterlcpastor@yahoo.com. You may also phone Kerry Geffert,
Board President, 203-925-8341; Gary Messerschmitt, Head Shepherd,
203-220-8580; or the Church Office, 203-268-7555 (office hours are
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.).
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custodian Roger Burke for their assistance; Discipleship Director Donna Bogen highlighted the coffee house evenings from
the many events under her care and thanked the Finches, Roger Burke and Mary Schrock for their help; and Social Ministry
Director Cindy Ciccia reviewed the full list of tasks done under her guidance as she completed her term as director.
In two separate agenda items, the church’s financial picture was presented by Financial Secretary Andrew Struzik and
Treasurer Greg Dowling. It was reported that the church had income of $266,953.39 in 2014 versus expenses of
$275,610.02 for a deficit of $8,656.63. The Preschool had 2014 income of $226,262 versus expenses of $226,048.92 for
a surplus of $213.08. It was noted that the church has a little more than $100,000 in its bank account, and a balance
sheet of church assets shows a value of $3.1 million. For 2015, the following budgets were presented. For the church,
income and expenses both at $290,645.51, and for the preschool, income of $250,012 and expenses of $249,770.32 for a
surplus of $241.68. After motions and discussions on each budget, both were passed as presented.
Mr. Struzik, in discussing a seven-year, month-by-month giving trend that showed some down signs, urged members
toward generosity in all phases of church life and expressed excitement for what 2015 will bring.
Other meeting details include: John Rosen served as parliamentarian; Mary Ann Schiller was pianist for the opening
hymn; an audit committee was not announced; Bill Skoog, Donna Bogen and the Board of Directors were thanked for food
preparation; and a vote to send nominations to this year’s district convention June 11-13 in Springfield, Mass., was taken
and those nominated and approved were President Yeadon; laymen board Mary Ann Grogan, Steve Vekasy, Al Macke,
and Joodi Ward; secretary Rev. Walt Harper; Pastor at large, Rev. Jim Butler and Rev. Randall Pekari.
The meeting had an unfortunate slide of attrition as the number of people present dropped from 71 to 56 after the Call
vote, and was at 46 by the time of voting on the budgets. The drop did not preclude business being conducted, but
veteran members of the church will wistfully—or ruefully—recall all-afternoon Annual meetings of yesteryear when it was
standard procedure to stay to the end, whether it was a bitter or sweet one.
After closing remarks by President Geffert, including the observation that though we express differences we can be
unified as a congregation, the meeting was adjourned at 3:10 p.m.
---CLIFF SCHROCK
Holy Cross Word Staff Writer

Chili Cook-Off
Will you be this year’s winner of the Grand Ladle?

Saturday, March 7, from 5:30 to 7 p.m.
Inclement weather date is March 14

Tickets go on sale February 15
Proceeds to benefit the Parsonage Fund
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PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL
Are you ready to join in with the Holy Cross Community going forward?
Undeterred by the pouring rain and the morning’s earlier icy rain, close to 70 members came together on January 18 to
chart what we hope will be the next chapter of Holy Cross’ ministry. At times this combined Special and Annual Voters’
Meeting seemed like a marathon, but we persevered. You can read a recap of the meeting on the preceding two pages of
this newsletter.
Voters’ meetings are a quintessential element of community. We come together, agree, disagree,
discuss, decide and move forward in faith. What the Annual Meeting also shows is the depth of
commitment of many of our members. There are so many quietly working behind the scenes along
with our dedicated staff to keep Holy Cross – and the mission of Holy Cross – moving along. Yet there
is certainly room for others.
There is the saying that about 20 percent of a church’s members do about 80 percent of the work.
Typically that’s said in resignation by the 20 percent. But what are the other 80 percent saying? What
is keeping them (you?) from merging with the 20 percent? If you, or a member that you know, is more
likely part of that 80 percent, what can Holy Cross do to move us toward 30 percent of the members
doing 70 percent of the work? And when I ask what can “Holy Cross” do, I am really asking what can I
do? What can YOU do?
What is best for YOUR Holy Cross community – a membership of ACTIVE members, or a membership of PASSIVE
members? What are YOU doing to make it happen?
---KERRY GEFFERT
Holy Cross President

Our Lenten theme is:
“Psalms and Penitence for Lent”
Ash Wednesday:
Worship Service at 7:30 p.m. on February 18,
with Holy Communion and imposition of ashes
“What it is to be Penitent” with a focus on Psalm 6

Our Wednesday Evening Midweek Services are at 7:30 p.m.,
and our liturgy will be Holden Evening Prayer
February 25: “Blessed are the Penitent” with a focus on Psalm 32
March 4: “The Disposition of the Penitent” with a focus on Psalm 38
March 11: “The Penitent Prays for a Purified Heart” with a focus on Psalm 51
March 18: “The Afflicted Penitent Hopes in the Eternal Lord” with a focus on Psalm 102
March 25: “The Penitent Waits Patiently on the Lord” with a focus on Psalm 130
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THANKS A BUNCH!
This column recognizes the gifts of time and talent our church members
provide to do God’s work in our church and community. If you have an item to
include in this monthly “thank you” column, please jot it down and put it in the
“newsletter” mailbox.
To Kathryn Struzik for coordinating the Sunday School program at the
Christmas Eve Family Service.
To Kerry Geffert for serving as the Worship leader at the Christmas Eve
Family Service.
To Dan Senft for completing a list of tasks in preparation for “Painting Day No.
1” at the parsonage.
To the Holy Cross members and family members and
friends who helped clean and paint the ceilings and trim in
the parsonage on Dec. 27: Brad and Tina Batoh,
Brendan Broadbin, Joe and Cindy Ciccia, Chris
Deloge, John and Pat Deloge, Diane Dietman, Jim and
Lorraine Finch, George Hermes, Vinny Riccio, Gail
Rice, Cliff and Mary Schrock, DJ Senft, Dan and
Donna Senft, Stephen Senft, Jr., Lori Thompson, and
Rob and Rebecca Veteri.
To Cindy Ciccia, Diane Dietman, Donna DiLalla and Kerry Geffert for
preparing the mailing for the Annual Meeting.
To JoAnne Meyer who continues to select hymns for the Worship services
while we are in our pastoral vacancy.
To the Holy Cross members who helped with either shopping, cooking or
serving at the January 6 Community Supper at St. John’s EpiscopalBridgeport: Anna Mae Berger, Kerry Geffert, George Hermes, Valerie and
Rich Huydic, Jim Leslie, Gail Rice, Nancy Sabol, David and Mary Ann
Schiller, and Joey and Laurie Vaitkus.
To Linda Suhr who is faithful in her volunteer service to help out with churchoffice tasks.
To Jim Atkinson, Kerry Geffert and Cliff Schrock for serving as the lay
leaders of our Monday Evening Worship service over the past month.

Please take special note…

WINTER-WEATHER NOTICE
The winter season continues, and we remind you that occasionally
worship services are canceled due to snowy and/or icy conditions.
WE INTEND TO ALWAYS HAVE A 10:30 a.m. SUNDAY SERVICE.
Before you venture out, look/listen for a possible cancellation via:
 If you signed up for the “e-mail blast” system, check your e-mail;
 If you are on Facebook, look for a posting;
 WICC radio (AM 600);
 www.wicc600.com (under “Public Organizations”); or
 WTNH-TV or WSFB-TV.

WORSHIP
Please note change to our
Monday Worship schedule
Starting in February the Worship
Committee has decided that
Monday night services will be
held on the first Monday and the
third Monday of every month.
On the third Monday of the
month, the service will include
Holy Communion.
We will continue to evaluate the
attendance as the weather
becomes warmer. If you have
any questions please speak to
Lydia Struzik.

PRAYER CIRCLE
In need of prayer?
Make one of the following
contacts to begin the
e-mail prayer circle
Our Prayer Circle offers an
opportunity to unite in prayer with
our Holy Cross family
beyond our regular
worship services. To
request a prayer you
may make one of the
following contacts:
▪ Between the hours of 8 a.m.
and 2 p.m. weekdays, e-mail
or phone the church office:
holycrss@mindspring.com
or 203-268-4555. Requests
received after 2 p.m. (MondayFriday) will be circulated on the
next business day.
▪ When the office is closed,
contact Don Meyer by phone
or e-mail: 203-268-2080 or
delsmeyer@sbcglobal.net .
---SHEPHERDS’ COMMISSION
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OUR FLOCK
Christian caring and praying at Holy Cross
This is the Shepherds’ Commission’s “FYI” column letting our members know for whom we have prayed during our recent
worship services. Please continue to remember these people in your prayers.
We remember our members: Doris Bernt, recovering from knee-replacement surgery; Pat Deloge, recovering from
gallbladder surgery; JoAnne Meyer; Anita Schoch, recovering from heart-valve replacement surgery; Clinton Peterson,
who has undergone surgery for stomach hernias—prayers for successful surgery and minimal pain; Donna Senft, for a
healthy recovery following a heart attack; Bob Solaz; and for our homebound members – Emma Fengler; George
Morris and Harvey Pomerenk.
We prayed for our family and friends; Gail Agria, recovering from cancer surgery; Amy Alfano, daughter of a friend of
Audrey Paray, who has Stage 3 ovarian cancer; Hayley Annino, friend of Kathryn Struzik, at home following a stem-cell
transplant; Penny Dalrymple, friend of Paul Hagberg, for healing; Linda Desabella, friend of Patty Peterson, battling
cancer; Marti Fischer, cousin of Carol Burns, who is blind and paralyzed; Kathy Gardner, Jim Leslie’s sister recovering
from cancer surgery; Kay Geffert, Kerry’s mother, suffering from essential tremors; Walter Geffert,
brother of Nancy Sabol, recovering from colon surgery; Janet Gibson, Mary Schrock’s sister,
undergoing radiation for breast cancer; Abby Haggerty, 9-year-old student at Christian Heritage
school, recovering from successful brain surgery; Cindy Keegan, a teacher at Christian Heritage
School, diagnosed with pancreatic cancer; Mary Koch, niece of Ron Froehlich who has finished her
chemo treatments; Ramona Kondracki; wife of a co-worker of Jim Leslie who has begun
chemotherapy for cancer in her sinus cavity; Ed Lavin, friend and neighbor of the Van Wart and Jim
Atkinson families, for speedy healing and good health; Eleanor Lynn, friend of Effie Solaz,
experiencing paralysis following a stroke.
We also prayed for Jean Matthews, Chris Matthews’ mother-in-law, following open heart surgery; Elaine McClennan,
friend of the Van Wart family, who fell and broke her hip and is recovering from surgery; Janet McGuirk, mother-in-law of
Manfred Schlaich, for a healthy recovery and increased strength following a heart catherization; Edgar Meyer, Don’s
brother, who has pancreatic cancer and is undergoing chemotherapy; Joan Meyer, friend of the Dietmans, in rehab
following knee-replacement surgery; Kylie Middlemass, Anita Beer’s granddaughter, responding well to various therapies
as she works through the difficulties of autism; Gertrude Moran, friend of Anita Schoch, going through treatments for
lymphoma; Chris O’Brien, friend of Mary and Otto Atkinson, paralyzed as a result of an accident; Joseph Parker,
Julianne Nyitrai’s father, who underwent triple-bypass surgery; Luis Rivera, friend of Doris Bernt, who had a lung
transplant; Dagmar Rosenberg, Ingrid Leibold’s sister, recovering from surgery to remove a tumor from her pancreas;
Lois Sanders, daughter of Ron Froehlich, recovering from breast surgery; Joey Senft, cousin of the Senft family, with
ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease); David Sochacki, friend of Nancy and Jerry Sabol, following brain surgery; Lorraine Tamas,
neighbor of the Leslie’s, who suffered a stroke; Andy Turnbull, Scott’s brother, in remission from leukemia; David Van
Wart, Kimberly Atkinson’s dad and Rick Van Wart’s brother, in rehab following a fall; Craig Wilson, son of friends of the
Deloge’s, recovering from tongue cancer surgery; and the anonymous people including Dawn.
Other prayers were for the family of former Holy Cross member Betty Kessler, who was called home to the Lord in early
January; and for protection of all those serving in the military, including Michael Collins, USMC.
If your friend or family member is on this list, be sure to keep us updated on his or her progress. During our pastoral
vacancy, when you have prayer requests or updates to those on this prayer list, deliver them to the church office and the
Shepherds’ Commission will include the requests in this monthly report. If you would like to receive e-mails for the e-mail
Prayer Circle, provide your name and e-mail address to the church office.
---PAT DELOGE, Shepherds’ Commission

PRESCHOOL
2015-2016 school year registration ongoing until classes reach capacity
Preschool registration is ongoing for the 2015-2016 school year. Just as a reminder, we offer
programs for 3- to 5-year-old children, including a Pre-K class. We offer both part-day and full-day
programs that run during the school year, as well as the summer. Church members receive a
10-percent discount on monthly tuition. If you are interested in scheduling a visit and/or registering
your child, phone or e-mail me at 203-268-6471, mglennonhccp@mindspring.com.
---MICHELE GLENNON
Preschool Director
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COMMUNITY SUPPER
Serve the Lord by serving the needy a welcome meal at St. John’s Episcopal
“This is the best macaroni and cheese I’ve ever had!” he smiled after one bite. “And the broccoli’s good too!” he added.
Another recipient deliberately and sincerely approached, “Thank you for volunteering. I’m sure there are other things you could
be doing today.” It was explained to him that there were many volunteers at work: cooks, servers and praying donators.
Ninety-one meals were served on January 6 at the Community Supper. Those coming to eat were also
given a list of “Warming Shelters.”
January workers included: Anna Mae Berger, Kerry Geffert, George Hermes, Jon and Helen Harper,
Valerie and Rich Huydic, Jim Leslie, Gail Rice, Nancy Sabol, Ann Schaaf, Diane Hintz Schyhol, and
Joey and Laurie Vaitkus.
A Grace Lutheran-Stratford member, who is also a Thrivent member, is planning to use their Thrivent Choice Dollars to
finance the next Community Supper. This member will be filling out the application 23 days prior to February 3 in order to
receive a credit card from Thrivent in time to purchase the groceries by joining us at Costco that morning.
Preparing and serving the meal on the first Tuesday of the month at St. John’s Episcopal is a mission that falls under Holy
Cross’ Social Ministry Commission. Our next community supper is on Tuesday, February 3. If you can volunteer your
time, please put your name on the sheet found on the narthex table.
---DAVID and MARY ANN SCHILLER

“ Do s om et hi ng wonde rf u l; peop le m ay im i tat e i t. ”
—Albert Sch weitzer

CELEBRATING FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

Feb. 1:
Feb. 2:
Feb. 3:
Feb. 5:
Feb. 8:
Feb. 9:
Feb. 10:
Feb. 11:
Feb. 13:
Feb. 14:
Feb. 15:

Kate Gentry
Patricia Peterson
Joe Ciccia
Edward Bike
David Skoog
Jennifer Deloge
Eric Rutter
Alexander Carola
David Liven
Peter Antoniou
Kevin Halls
Alyssa Cerone
Mary Ann Schiller
Julianne Nyitrai
Thomas Ferik
Debi Liven

Feb. 16:

Rick Brenna
Jane Ferro
Feb. 17:
Christy LaSalle
Feb. 18:
Mercedes Crocker
Feb. 20: Heather Loke
Feb. 22: Ann Brueggemann
Calli Sederquest
Casey Sederquest
Feb. 24: Sue Selk
Feb. 25:
Dustin Mones
Feb. 26: Kay Dubin
Feb. 27:
Jack Messerschmitt
Feb. 28: Joseph Baillie
Ellen Dennerlein
Emily Rentz
(Feb. 29): Jesse Kravecs
Molly Mazabras
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IN THE MAILBAG
Letter received in late December from Trumbull Social Services
“How beautiful a day can be when kindness touches it!”—George Elliston
The staff at Trumbull Social Services would like to extend our thanks for your generous Thanksgiving
donation. We are extremely grateful to you for taking the time to think of, and help others during this
busy season. Because of your kindness and efforts, over 100 families in the Town of Trumbull were
able to enjoy a wonderful Thanksgiving meal this year. We thank you again and wish you all a happy
and healthy holiday season!
Sincerely,
---JEAN FERREIRA and JENNIFER GILLIS, from Trumbull Social Services

SOCIAL MINISTRY
Summerfield Food Pantry—
Light on the Hill
“...for I was hungry and you gave
me food, I was thirsty and you
gave me something to drink.”
Hunger is a year-round problem. In
Connecticut one in seven households can’t
afford the food they need.
Donate non-perishables to the Summerfield
Food Pantry–Light on the Hill. The donation
box is in the narthex.

Do you know that there are
openings for volunteers for ushers,
Altar Guild, Sunday School
teachers and the Social Ministry
Commission? Give one of them
a try. You might like it.
---A simple fact from our
Social Ministry Commission

THE WRITER WITHIN
When something isn’t fair—like your favorite football teams losing—accept it and be at peace
Anyone who has had to write a column or regular commentary can tell you that, sometimes, good fortune allows ideas to
just fall into your lap, and other times you go well past your copy deadline before something, mercifully, comes to mind.
I had good fortune come my way for this month’s writing. What happened was I had a cascade of “that’s not fair”
moments affect me everywhere I went for a stretch of time in late December/mid-January.
You know what I mean. Those out-of-the-ordinary times when something happens that makes you say, “that’s not fair.”
I’m talking unusual stuff, not the kind of thing that happens on a regular basis such as when you’re driving. When you
think about it, traffic lights aren’t really fair. Oh, they are a great way to control traffic and keep us all from bashing into
each other. But they’re not fair. How else can you think of it when you get to an intersection first, especially early or late
in the day, and have to wait at a red light while hardly anyone is out on the road until finally a car arrives on the crossroad
and goes right on through with their green light. They got there after you, but you’re forced to wait until the light turns.
See, it’s not fair that you got to the light first but had to wait.
So what exactly does “fair” mean and why do so many of us keep tabs on whether we’re receiving enough “fairness” or
not? Fair is an interesting word because of how many definitions and uses it has, from a person’s appearance to a
carnival event to streamlining a boat to a ball being fair and “in play” rather than foul and “out of play.” For my purposes,
you’ll surmise, I’m referring to the fair that denotes a just or equal standard, action or outcome. My sense is we usually
think of something being fair if everyone gets an equal measure, like divvying a dessert into same-size portions. Similarly,
the fair I’m thinking of refers to a just outcome that doesn’t favor one side or another.
And for all you parents reading this, how vivid can you hear your child’s voice crying “that’s not fair” when they feel they’ve
been mistreated or gypped.
Well allow me to get to the unfairness moments I experienced in a short time.
“Writer Within,” continues on Page 10
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First was a Christmas Yankee gift swap (or White Elephant, if you prefer) I was a part of. I had a gift in my hands that
included a lottery scratch-off ticket. But toward the end, I had my gift taken away, which I could handle. But when I found
out the ticket paid off $100, I thought how unfair that was that I had a winning ticket in my hands taken away. (I later
learned the money was used to help feed the work crew at the parsonage paint party, so some good came from it, and the
winning person is OK with me using this in my writing. :-) )
Then there was my first attempt at public violin playing at church services on December
28. I did so-so at 8 a.m., then nearly got through 10:30 OK until I tried to “rewrite” the
last measure of “O Come All Ye Faithful,” scratching out something unintelligible
instead. It wasn’t fair that I did so well in practice and then sounded lousy in
performance.
Next on the “fair” list was a Twilight Zone episode I saw while on a treadmill. It was the
one called “A Short Drink from a Certain Fountain” and the plot involves an older man
taking a youth serum to get younger for his demanding, pampered younger wife. When
he reverts to a baby, in Benjamin Button style, the wife, now having to take care of him,
literally blurts out to the man’s doctor, “that’s not fair!”
My final two examples were very painful. On January 10, Mary and I were watching our alma mater, Illinois State, play in
the Football Championship Subdivision title game versus North Dakota State. ISU took the lead with about 1:40 to go, but
NDSU scored a touchdown and won 29-27. It was the fourth straight time they’d won. It was a heartbreaker, and I
strongly maintain that it isn’t fair that they’ve won four in a row and a team like ISU didn’t win its first. Then on January 18,
the Green Bay Packers, favorite team of our household, was handily in the lead with 5 minutes to go against Seattle in the
NFC Championship game. With a Super Bowl spot all but wrapped up, the Packers proceeded to make one bonehead
play after another, and Seattle, which won the Super Bowl last year, won in overtime. It was not fair that the Packers lost
the game the way they did and the team that won the Super Bowl last year got to go play in it again.
I could go on at length about how these were true “not fair” moments against me—especially the football!—but other than
being taught a lesson about the bad breaks in life, I figured I should use these events in a column and draw a conclusion
about them. Notice how seldom we recognize the opposite of “not fair.” If I had ended up with the lottery ticket and won
$100, would I have said, “that’s fair!”? Not likely. When something good happens, we kind of expect it and are so busy
rejoicing in our victory that it doesn’t register in our head what just happened. It’s the bad things that make such a strong
impression that we keep a tally of life’s injustices.
I’m involved in a sport—golf—that mimics the “not fair” life events. It’s well known in golf that players believe strongly that
the breaks of the game even out in the end. A bad break you get on one hole will later be offset by a good break. If you
literally kept track of all the breaks you’ve experienced in golf, presumably, when you’ve played your last shot, they should
amount to the same for good and bad.
It would be awesome, but it’s not possible, to go
through life and have it all go right. We are
human, after all, with imperfect lives that are
affected by mistakes made by ourselves as well
as those made by people around us. We are
usually right when we say something isn’t fair, but
perhaps we should start saying something is fair
to help achieve a sense of balance in our lives.
Also helpful for our contentment is to remember
that our Savior, Jesus, experienced the supreme
“unfairness” there has ever been when He took on
our sins and died for us. It was not fair that He did
that, but because He did, we can accept whatever
comes our way with reason, peace and calm.
---CLIFF SCHROCK
Holy Cross Word Staff
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