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THOUGHTS FROM OUR VACANCY PASTOR
Making sense of words that build up and words that confound
A couple of literary notes for you this month. I recently read a great quote from Dietrich Bonhoeffer, which I thought would be
good to ponder as we begin this new calendar year. (In case you’ve not heard of him, Bonhoeffer was a Lutheran pastor
who was imprisoned by the Nazi’s during WWII and ended up dying in the Flossenberg concentration camp.) He wrote:
“It is not we who build. Christ builds the church. No man builds the church but Christ alone. Whoever is minded
to build the church is surely well on the way to destroying it; for he will build a temple to idols without wishing or
knowing it. We must confess—he builds. We must proclaim—he builds. We must pray to him—that he may
build.
We do not know his plan, we cannot see whether he is building or pulling down. It may be that the times which by
human standards are times of collapse are for him the great times of construction. It may be that the times which
from a human point of view are great times for the church are times when it is pulled down.
It is a great comfort which Christ gives to his church: you confess, preach, bear witness to me and I alone will build
where it pleases me. Do not meddle in what is my province. Do what is given to you to do well and you have done
enough. But do it well. Pay no heed to views and opinions. Don’t ask for judgments. Don’t always be calculating
what will happen. Don’t always be on the lookout for another refuge! Church, stay a church! But church, confess,
confess, confess! Christ alone is your Lord; from his grace alone can you live as you are. Christ builds.”
Important words for both our life in the Church – especially during a pastoral
vacancy – and also our lives in this world!
I also ran across an interesting bit of info in a book I have been reading called,
Bad Religion. Do you remember, back in 2006, the startling news that an ancient
document called, “The Lost Gospel of Judas” had been found? The National
Geographic Society purchased it and had it translated. In a magazine story and
TV documentary the society declared that it portrayed Judas as Jesus’ most
intimate companion, a man with whom He had shared secret wisdom, wisdom
that He had shared with no one else. Even his betrayal of Jesus was not as it seemed, for he had only been following
Jesus’ orders. And so, Judas was a hero, not a villain. The Lost Gospel of Judas called for a reconsideration of what
the Church had long taught.
Well, it turns out that with the document not all was as it was portrayed. Two years later, Thomas Bartlett in the Chronicle
of Higher Education pointed out that “one of the questions the National Geographic team was asked most frequently was
‘is it the real thing?’ ” The answer depended upon what was meant by “the real thing.” Yes, the Gospel was an ancient
text; but, no scholar dated it as any earlier than about 150 A.D. The apostle Judas could not have been its author, and it
had been written long after (perhaps 100 years) the four Gospels of the Bible. It was an excellent example of ancient
Gnostic teaching – teaching with which the early Church was familiar and which it condemned as false and heretical. And
so, to quote the book Bad Religion:
“To claim that it threw ‘new light on the historical relationship between Jesus and Judas,’ as one early press
account put it, was an extraordinary stretch—the equivalent of suggesting that Civil War historians should conduct
a critical rereading of Ulysses S. Grant’s memoirs in the light of Michael Shaara’s 1974 novel of Gettysburg, The
Killer Angels.”
“Thoughts from…” continues on Page 3
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Thursday, January 1 – New Year’s Day…Happy New Year!
Tuesday, January 6 – The Epiphany of Our Lord
5:00 p.m. –
Holy Cross serves Community Supper
at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport
Thursday, January 8
7:00 p.m. – Board of Directors’ meeting

Like
Holy Cross
on Facebook!
After you “Like” us, you’ll
see postings of upcoming
events, pictures from events
and other notices.

Sunday, January 18
11:45 a.m. – Holy Cross Lutheran Pastoral Call and Annual Voters’ Meeting
Inclement weather date is Sunday, January 25 at 11:45 a.m.

YOU ARE NEVER TOO OLD
What an important thought
for the new year, attributed
to George Bernard Shaw
“We don’t stop playing because
we get old; we get old because
we stop playing.”
---Reprinted with permission from
The Newsletter Newsletter © 2014

NEWSLETTER NOTES
Our next deadline is…

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH
5995 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611
Office Phone: 203-268-4555; Pastor’s Study Phone: 203-268-7555
Church Office E-mail: holycrss@mindspring.com FAX: 203-268-5499
Website: www.holycrosstrumbull.org
Christian Preschool Phone: 203-268-6471 E-mail: mglennonhccp@mindspring.com
Worship Services – Sunday: 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.; Monday: 7:00 p.m.
VACANCY PASTOR: Rev. Robert Beinke (from St. Peter Lutheran-Norwalk)
203-847-1252, stpeterlcpastor@yahoo.com
MUSIC DIRECTOR: Michael J. Gilbertson
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NEWSLETTER MANAGING EDITOR: Cliff Schrock
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MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord
(Matthew 28:18-20). We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one
another, our community and the whole world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of
“making disciples of all nations” through the power of the preaching and teaching the Word of
God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service fellowship according to the
confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III).

The next issue of The Holy Cross
Word is the February edition. The
deadline for all
articles is Thursday,
January 15.
Please turn
in your article(s)
to the newsletter mailbox, located
outside the church office, or send
them via e-mail to:
holycrss@mindspring.com.
Unless you have a lengthy article,
we encourage you to use the
“Information Form,” located in a
box on the narthex table. You may
use this form to submit details for
upcoming events, the “We Are
Family” and “Thank You” columns,
and other short items. After filling
it out (please sign your name), put
it in the newsletter mailbox.
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The author of Bad Religion went on to point out:
“Six months after the Gospel’s Easter launch, with the story off the front pages, a Rice University professor
named April DeConick announced that she had retranslated the gospel and found that ‘several of the translation
choices made by the society’s scholars fall well outside the commonly accepted practices in the field.’ This was a
dry and academic way of saying that the National Geographic team members had botched their work. In their
eagerness to set the religious world abuzz, they had effectively rewritten the lost gospel to make Judas come out
looking like a hero. Their translation had Jesus saying that his betrayer was set apart ‘for’ salvation, when the text
actually said that Judas would be separated ‘from’ it. They had eliminated a crucial negative, so that a passage
stating that Judas would ‘not ascend to the holy generation’ seemed to say that he would be counted among the
saved. They had translated a reference to Judas as a ‘spirit’ when the more appropriate translation would have
been ‘demon.’ In the real Gospel of Judas, it turned out, the Iscariot was worse than the corrupted human being
of the canonical gospels: he was the mortal incarnation of the Gnostic cosmology’s prince of demons.”
DeConick’s interpretation of the Lost Gospel was supported by most academics. Months later, the conversation among
them focused upon how the original team of translators had gotten it so wrong. You probably haven’t heard about this,
however, because that conversation was carried out among a narrow circle of professors, and not in prearranged TV
specials. Just thought you’d like to know!
In this New Year, as in every year, trust in Christ, hear and take to heart His words, and let Him build His Church—and
your life. Happy New Year to you!
In Christ Jesus, our Lord,
---PASTOR ROBERT BEINKE
St. Peter Lutheran, Norwalk
and Vacancy Pastor, Holy Cross

PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL
For 2015, help me to help you know the answer to: Are you in?
If the past several years have taught me anything, it is that, if you put your life in God’s hands, it can still be quite the ride,
but there is no need to be overly worried about where you are going. You just have to trust.
And so I find myself entering my second year as President of your Board of Directors. But as you know 2014 was not a
normal year; I believe I may be the first Holy Cross President serving during a pastoral transition involving a period of
vacancy. For me this has meant a greater focus on the health of our congregation.
For much of 2014 I thought I should focus on maintaining the status quo until a new pastor is
installed, knowing full well that there would be some drop-off amongst the membership. But what has
me concerned are comments from members who feel disconnected; not part of “the group.” Truth be
told, this is not a new concern; I guess now I am seeing it with greater urgency. How can Holy Cross
foster a sense of community at this time in its history?
Part of our challenge involves technology and finances. Social media provide inexpensive – even free –
methods for staying in touch with our members. We have a Facebook page and a weekly e-mail blast.
But less than a dozen current members have “Liked” our page, and most have not signed up for the
blasts. It is costly to mail everyone this newsletter, so how do we reach the rest of our membership?
How do we draw in our members who no longer see the church as a central part of their family life?
This is my challenge for Holy Cross in 2015 - to reinvigorate a sense of community in our congregation. I don’t have the
answers. However, while I believe the challenge can be met, I know I cannot do it alone. Let me know your ideas; talk to
me or leave me a note. But know that your participation will not end there. You, the members of Holy Cross, will be either
part of the solution or part of the problem. So tell me, are you in?
With blessings for the New Year in His service,
---KERRY GEFFERT
Holy Cross President
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NEW MEMBER RECEPTION
Three families received into
membership on Nov. 30

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN
PASTORAL CALL
AND
ANNUAL VOTERS’ MEETING
Sunday, January 18,
at 11:45 a.m.

At the early service on Nov. 30 we
were pleased to receive a group of
people into membership at Holy
Cross. We welcome the following
new
members
and look
forward to
laboring
together with them in the Lord:
Richard and Katie Brenna, with
son Gavin who was Baptized in
August; Bonnie Hodges and her
son Zachary, with infant son
Spencer who was Baptized in early
November; and George Mladsi,
who re-affirmed his membership at
Holy Cross.
Following
the
service,
the
Shepherds’ Commission hosted a
new member fellowship, where
attendees enjoyed pastries, cake,
coffee and fellowship.
Please
continue to welcome these new
members of the Holy Cross family.

(Inclement weather date:
Sunday, January 25 at 11:45 a.m.)

PRESCHOOL
Please take special note…

WINTER-WEATHER NOTICE
The winter season is here, and we remind you that occasionally
worship services are canceled due to snowy and/or icy conditions.
WE INTEND TO ALWAYS HAVE A 10:30 a.m. SUNDAY SERVICE.
Before you venture out, look/listen for a possible cancellation via:
 If you signed up for the “e-mail blast” system, check your e-mail;
 If you are on Facebook, look for a posting;
 WICC radio (AM 600);
 www.wicc600.com (under “Public Organizations”); or
 WTNH-TV or WSFB-TV.

2015-2016 school year
registration begins Jan. 12
Preschool
registration
begins
Monday, January 12, for the 20152016 school year.
Just as a
reminder, we offer programs for 3to 5-year-old children, including a
Pre-K class. We offer both partday and full-day programs that run
during the school year, as well as
the summer. Church members
receive a 10-percent discount on
monthly tuition.
If you are
interested in scheduling a visit
and/or registering your child, phone
or e-mail me at 203-268-6471,
mglennonhccp@mindspring.com.
---MICHELE GLENNON
Preschool Director

5

BREAKFAST AND ARTISTS
Feeding Children Everywhere focus of annual church event
The Fifth Annual Breakfast and Artists on Saturday, October 18, was another terrific morning. We welcomed our guest
speaker, Jarrod Fucci, the Northeast Regional Manager of Feeding Children Everywhere. He was joined by intern
Chelsea Paquin. Feeding Children Everywhere is a social charity that empowers and mobilizes people to assemble
healthy meals for hungry children.
Everyone enjoyed browsing the artists before and after the breakfast. This year we had nine artists selling a wide variety
of items. The artists were members or family of members from Holy Cross. They displayed their photography, baked
goods, knitting and beading, vintage jewelry, quilts, jams, local honey and floral arrangements. We
also had a new group of artists at large that showed embroidery, shawls, lap robes and original
posters. These items were lent to us but were not for sale.
The warm smells of scrambled eggs and sausage filled the fellowship hall. Fruit salads and baked
goods filled the tables. A Feeding Children Everywhere Soup Jar was each table’s centerpiece and
each person’s table favor was a quarter. One lucky person from each table found a ticket under
their seat and won the Soup Jar. By the end of the breakfast we all knew why a quarter was placed
on each place setting.
As breakfast was finished and another cup of coffee was poured Kimberly Atkinson and Kathryn Struzik were welcomed
and sang a beautiful rendition of “El-Shaddai” by Michael Card.
Our speaker Jarrod Fucci was introduced and took the podium. He told us how just one quarter makes a difference. The
healthy ingredients of lentils, rice, dehydrated vegetables and pink Himalayan salt can be packaged and shipped for 25 cents a
meal. Over 20 million meals have been packaged and shipped to hungry children in the United States and internationally.
At the conclusion of the program everyone greeted Jarrod and Chelsea and browsed their assortment of Feeding Children
Everywhere items.
Ticket sales, artist’s sales and donations helped us raise a total of $850 for the wonderful ministry of Feeding Children Everywhere.
Thank you to all of the members that helped make this morning a success.
To learn more about Feeding Children Everywhere go to www.FeedingChildrenEverywhere.com.
---CINDY CICCIA

ALTAR GUILD
Fellow members use elbow grease to keep our altar clean
Simultaneously three groups of volunteers participated in the bi-annual Altar Guild deep cleaning.
Brass cleaning, candle-holder cleaning, silver polishing, pew and railing polishing and dusting
were all accomplished with considerable elbow grease, under the tutelage of Edith Skoog. We
were grateful that in the busy Christmas season 11 people found time to spend their Saturday
morning at Holy Cross A huge thank you goes out to Donna DiLalla, Jim Finch, Kerry Geffert,
Ingrid Leibold, Emily and Lydia Struzik, David and Mary Ann Schiller, Bill and Edith Skoog and
Laurie Vaitkus. Want to know our favorite rags? Old white socks with a hole in the toe/heel and
old washcloths! The next opportunity for this cleaning project is at the end of March.
---MARY ANN SCHILLER

DURING OUR PASTORAL VACANCY anyone in need
of spiritual care may contact Rev. Robert Beinke, our Vacancy Pastor,
at St. Peter Lutheran Church in Norwalk, 203-847-1252,
stpeterlcpastor@yahoo.com. You may also phone Kerry Geffert, Board
President, 203-925-8341; Pat Deloge, Head Shepherd, 203-261-9434;
or the Church Office, 203-268-7555 (office hours are Monday-Friday,
8 a.m. to 2 p.m.).
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COMMUNITY SUPPER
Serve the Lord by serving the needy a welcome meal at St. John’s Episcopal
Members of a three-generation family (grandma, dad and mom, and 2-year-old girl) were among the
93 recipients of the December 2 Community Supper. The little girl was definitely hungry and shy at
first. But once she got filled, she got up, walked around and even took a piece of bread off the tray on
the serving table. She had touched it, so she had to keep it. Her mom told her to say thank you. Sure
enough! She softly said, “Thank you” to the servers. Our cooks for the day, Nancy Sabol and Grace
Lutheran-Stratford members Diane Hintz Schyhor, Anna Schaaf, Marie Nocarro, and Jon Harper accomplished their tasks
in record time. At 4:30 Anna Mae Berger poured juice while George Hermes and Lorraine and Jim Finch sliced ham and
joined the servers. Kerry Geffert, Gail Rice, Mary Schrock, Grace-Stratford member Savi Semon, and Joey and Laurie
Vaitkus arrived to serve, rounding out the evening.
Preparing and serving the meal on the first Tuesday of the month at St. John’s Episcopal is a mission that falls under Holy
Cross’ Social Ministry Commission. Our next community supper is on Tuesday, January 6. If you can volunteer your
time, please put your name on the sheet found on the narthex table.
---DAVID and MARY ANN SCHILLER

PRAYER CIRCLE
In need of prayer? Make one of the following contacts to begin the e-mail prayer circle
Our Prayer Circle offers an opportunity to unite in prayer with our Holy Cross family beyond our regular
worship services. To request a prayer you may make one of the following contacts:
▪ Between the hours of 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. weekdays, e-mail or phone the church office:
holycrss@mindspring.com or 203-268-4555. Requests received after 2 p.m. (Monday-Friday) will
be circulated on the next business day.
▪ When the office is closed, contact Don Meyer by e-mail or phone, delsmeyer@sbcglobal.net or 203-268-2080.
---SHEPHERDS’ COMMISSION

Chili Cook Off
SAVE THE DATE AND TIME!
Saturday, March 7, from 5:30 to 7 p.m.

Inclement weather date is March 14

All proceeds to benefit the Parsonage Fund
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THE WRITER WITHIN
As a new year dawns, let’s all come to the same conclusion: Holy Cross needs to be unified going forward
I haven’t lived life as much as many of our Holy Cross members, but when you are 50-something, you’ve seen a fairly
good chunk of it. I was born in the 1950s by just seven months, so my lifespan has covered a turbulent time in world
history. From the alert innocence people had following World War II and Korea to the worldly sophistication we are told to
live via electronic media, there has been a huge shift in our beliefs and values.
In a relative way, we have always lived in edgy times. But it seems to me that we’ve progressed—or regressed, some
might say—from people with beliefs that could be shaped and tweaked to be in union with others to get things
accomplished to a point where there is very little middle ground. By that I mean the ability to compromise or work with
others to come to conclusions that allow things to happen has been diminished.
I suppose I’m thinking mainly of our elected officials, who increasingly hold beliefs of one extreme or the other, and are
unable to find middle ground, thus seemingly void of the ability to compromise. Benjamin Franklin was the inventor of
many things, but the great example of compromise he set might be the best thing he ever demonstrated.
It’s too bad there aren’t more Franklins in Congress anymore. And for that matter, it’s
too bad people seem unable to take responsibility for their actions. When was the last
time someone of notoriety stood up and said, “I take full responsibility for this or that”?
That leads into how a shortage of leaders who compromise or set an example of
taking responsibility is not good for our young people, who are the leaders of the
future. Already you can see that our future leaders have a ho-hum attitude about
religion, the most important part of our lives. Toward the end of 2013, USA Today ran a story entitled, “College students
divided on God, spirituality.” The writer, Bob Smietana, wrote: College students are almost evenly divided into three
camps when it comes to faith, according to a new study. About a third, 32 percent, are true believers. Another 32 percent
are spiritual but not religious. And 28 percent consider themselves secular.
Researchers from Trinity College in Hartford asked students nationwide a series of questions about their spiritual, political
and moral values, ranging from belief in God and worship attendance to climate change and same-sex marriage. The
online survey of 1,800 students was conducted in April and May 2013. Researchers contacted students using e-mailaddress directories from 38 colleges and universities nationwide.
About 70 percent of the religious students were Christian, as were about 43 percent of the spiritual students. Most of the
secular students, and about a third of the spiritual students, were so-called “nones”—those with no religious identity, said
researchers Barry Kosmin and Ariela Keysar.
While very few Americans identify as atheists or agnostics, a growing number fall into the “none” category. Polling from
the Pew Research Center found the number of “nones” among all Americans grew from about 15 percent in 2007 to just
under 20 percent in 2012.
So does this article indicate that today’s youth are being affected by the public figures they see around them? That
they’re being influenced that you’re either one way or the other but are also confused? Interestingly, I feel that while our
leaders are showing hard edges in dealing with each other, the rest of us are developing wishy-washy attitudes. Opinion
polls say that citizens want their elected officials to be cooperative and get things done, but there is no clear way to see us
to that point, so the stalemate continues all around: politicians don’t work with each other and the general population
muddles along in the trenches and waits and waits and waits.
This brings up another waiting game we are in. As I write this, we are still in our pastoral vacancy, although our call process
has an encouraging heartbeat. We have been in a waiting mode since the end of June. Holy Cross has seen signs of
wavering and disinterest during that time from its members. Thank the Good Lord that our board members and other church
leaders who do so much to keep things going have not wavered so that our operations have remained stable.
It would be “shame on us” if we were to be like what we see in our public leaders, who cannot fathom working with others
who don’t see things the way they do. We have examples in the Bible of what it means to be patient and steadfast,
among them Abraham, Job, Joseph, Simeon, and of course, Jesus. They waited and waited for promises to be kept, for
salvation to come, for things to be set right, yet they did not stop believing and did not stop being part of what they felt in
their heart.
“Writer Within,” continues on page 8
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If you want to make the new year a trigger for some new attitude in your life, eliminate wishy-washy from the equation, be
willing to get along with others to make things happen, and continue to do the work of the church and be in attendance at
worship even when you don’t see the progress you would like to see. Patience is indeed a virtue, as is hard work for your
church, and being complacent a bad habit.
---CLIFF SCHROCK
Holy Cross Word Staff

CHRISTMAS-AT-SEA
Social Ministry collection brings Christmas love and excitement to seafarers
Christmas-at-Sea was a huge success!
The Seafarers and International House serves seafarers of merchant ships and one of their biggest projects of the year is
Christmas-at-Sea.
In October a month-long collection was held for Christmas-at-Sea. Members donated sweatshirts, socks, T-shirts, cans of
nuts and chocolate bars. We met our goal of 25 satchels and each satchel also included a handmade Christmas card!
Ruth Setaro, Port Chaplain from the
Seaman’s Church, delivered the bags on
November 18 to the captain and crew of the
M/V Global Bay when it arrived in New
Haven with 20 Philippine crew members.
See the adjacent photo.
The vessel
arrived from China with a cargo of steel
coils. After completion of discharge of the
coils in New Haven, the vessel headed for
Albany, N.Y., to load a cargo of grain
destined for Puerto Cortez, Honduras.
The captain and crew could not have been
more excited and happy to receive the
satchels in anticipation of opening them on
Christmas Eve.
Thank you for your generosity and support
of Christmas-at-Sea.
---CINDY CICCIA

General Memorial Fund
In memory of George Jacobs
Tillie Jacobs
Irene Pritchard

Parsonage Renovation Fund
In memory of George Jacobs
Tillie Jacobs

During 2014 Holy Cross spent $3,023
for the 1,279 meals prepared and
served at the Community Suppers
at St. John’s Episcopal Church
in Bridgeport. And the cooking
and serving of these meals was done
in 414 total volunteer hours.
A simple fact from our
Social Ministry Commission
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EVANGELISM COMMISSION
Departing directors say farewell and issue a plea: Help Wanted!
With the beginning of this new year and our annual meeting (including election of officers and commission directors) later
in January, the Board of Directors is looking for an individual to lead the Evangelism Commission. It is a two-year
commitment. One of the responsibilities of Evangelism is to help promote the mission and ministry of individuals and the
congregation. Some of the programs managed by Evangelism are the tract ministry, Sunday greeters, advertising and
publicity, the website, Holy Cross Facebook page and the display case in the narthex. Evangelism also works closely with
other commissions in outreach efforts.
It has been a blessing and an honor to serve as co-directors as we complete our term. If you are interested in knowing
more about this commission, please phone Donna DiLalla (203-926-0927) or email djsdilalla@gmail.com.
---CHRISTY LASALLE AND DONNA DILALLA
Co-Directors
‘

THANKS A BUNCH!
This column recognizes the gifts of time and talent our church members provide to do God’s work in our church and
community. If you have an item to include in this monthly “thank you” column, please jot it down and put it in the
“newsletter” mailbox.
To Dan Senft for clearing the snow/sleet from the walkways prior to the Thanksgiving Eve service.
To Donna Senft for stepping in to set up the altar for the Thanksgiving Eve service.
To Doris Dietman for taking the food items collected at the Thanksgiving Eve service to the Trumbull Food Pantry.
To Donna DiLalla for putting together the display case themes for November and
December – Operation Christmas Child, Advent and Christmas.
To the Holy Cross members who helped with either shopping, cooking or serving at the
December 2 Community Supper at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport: Anna Mae Berger,
Jim and Lorraine Finch, Kerry Geffert, George Hermes, Gail Rice, Nancy Sabol, David
and Mary Ann Schiller, Mary Schrock, and Joey and Laurie Vaitkus.
To Kerry Geffert for serving as the music leader during the Holden Evening Prayer liturgy at the midweek Advent services.
To Donna Bogen for coordinating the midweek Advent soup suppers. But Donna had plenty of help, so thanks to all those
who helped her set up and clean up. And of course, thanks to all those who brought pots of soup and desserts.
To Linda Suhr for her weekly commitment to serve as the church-office volunteer, especially for helping out a few more
hours the days prior to Christmas.
To all those who came to help decorate the church, inside and out, on December 14.
To Carol Burns who coordinated the poinsettia flower orders for Holy Cross.
To Mike Bonnar, Paul Hagberg and Cliff Schrock for serving as the lay leaders of our Monday Evening Worship service
over the past month.
To our custodian, Roger Burke. While keeping our church clean is his job, especially during the time of year leading up
to Christmas, Roger goes above and beyond to make sure our sanctuary, hallways and bathrooms are extra clean. If you
are ever at the church while Roger is working, be sure to give him your heartfelt thanks.

A THOUGHT FOR HAVING A WELL-BALANCED CHURCH
To stay upright and functional, the church needs to be balanced on all legs
The owner of a new puppy got a good laugh when the little dog, out for a walk, had an itch. The trouble was that the itchy
spot was accessible only to a hind leg. So, while still walking, the pup tried to scratch and tumbled over, rolling a couple of
times before coming to rest. In several places throughout Scripture, the apostle Paul writes about the church as the body of
Christ, and of the importance of each member. Just as the dog needed each leg to stay balanced while walking, so the
church needs all the different God-given gifts of its members: preachers and teachers, friendly visitors, generous givers,
musicians and singers, wise parents and imaginative children, people to lead events, host coffee hours and on and on.
When we start thinking that some part of Christ’s body isn’t necessary, we risk taking quite a tumble!
---Reprinted with permission from The Newsletter Newsletter Copyright © 2014
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
14 boxes filled to spread joy around the world
During the month of November the Sunday School children participated in a
great outreach project, Operation Christmas Child sponsored by Samaritan’s
Purse. Children took home a shoebox to fill with age-appropriate books, small
toys and personal hygiene items. Fourteen boxes were sent off after being
blessed at church to be distributed to children in need around the world. Thanks
to everyone who participated in sharing God’s love!
Pictured at left is the display case that promoted this outreach program in
November. Our Sunday School coordinates this shoebox-filling project every
year from early to mid-November.

OUR FLOCK
Christian caring and praying at Holy Cross
This is the Shepherds’ Commission’s “FYI” column letting our members know for whom we have prayed during our recent
worship services. Please continue to remember these people in your prayers.
We remember our members: Doris Bernt, recovering from knee-replacement surgery; JoAnne Meyer; Anita Schoch,
recovering from heart-valve replacement surgery; Bob Solaz; and for our homebound members – Emma Fengler;
George Morris and Harvey Pomerenk.
We prayed for our family and friends; Gail Agria, recovering from cancer surgery; Amy Alfano, daughter of a friend of
Audrey Paray, who has stage 3 ovarian cancer; Hayley Annino, friend of Kathryn Struzik, at home following a stem-cell
transplant; Gada Awada, co-worker of Pat Deloge, going through chemo for stage 2 breast cancer; Penny Dalrymple,
friend of Paul Hagberg, for healing; Linda Desabella, friend of Patty Peterson, battling cancer; Marti Fischer, cousin of
Carol Burns, who is blind and paralyzed; Kathy Gardner, Jim Leslie’s sister recovering from cancer surgery; Kay Geffert,
Kerry’s mother, suffering from essential tremors; Walter Geffert, brother of Nancy Sabol, recovering from colon surgery;
Janet Gibson, Mary Schrock’s sister recovering from breast-cancer surgery and will be undergoing radiation; Abby
Haggerty, 9-year-old student at Christian Heritage school, recovering from successful brain surgery; Cindy Keegan, a
teacher at Christian Heritage School, diagnosed with pancreatic cancer; Betty Kessler; Mary Koch,
niece of Ron Froehlich; Ramona Kondracki, wife of a co-worker of Jim Leslie, who has begun
chemotherapy for cancer in her sinus cavity; Ed Lavin, friend and neighbor of the Van Wart and Jim
Atkinson families; and Eleanor Lynn, friend of Effie Solaz, experiencing paralysis following a stroke.
We also prayed for Jean Matthews, Chris Matthews’ mother-in-law, following open-heart surgery; Janet
McGuirk, mother-in-law of Manfred Schlaich, for a healthy recovery and increased strength following a
heart catherization; Elaine McClennan, friend of the Van Wart family, who fell and broke her hip and is
recovering from surgery; Edgar Meyer, Don’s brother, who has pancreatic cancer and is undergoing
chemotherapy; Joan Meyer, friend of the Dietmans, in rehab following knee-replacement surgery; Kylie Middlemass, Anita
Beer’s granddaughter, responding well to various therapies as she works through the difficulties of autism; Gertrude Moran,
friend of Anita Schoch, going through treatments for lymphoma; Chris O’Brien, friend of Mary and Otto Atkinson, paralyzed as
a result of an accident; Luis Rivera, friend of Doris Bernt, who had a lung transplant; Dagmar Rosenberg, Ingrid Leibold’s
sister, recovering from surgery to remove a tumor from her pancreas; Nancy Saad, friend of the DiLallas’ who has completed
chemo and radiation for breast cancer; Lois Sanders, daughter of Ron Froehlich, recovering from breast surgery; Joey Senft,
cousin of the Senft family, with ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease); Lorraine Tamas, neighbor of the Leslie’s, who suffered a stroke;
Mike Tavares, friend of the Deloge’s, battling side effects of Valley fever; Andy Turnbull, Scott’s brother, in remission from
leukemia; David Van Wart, Kimberly Atkinson’s dad and Rick Van Wart’s brother, in rehab following a fall; Craig Wilson, son
of friends of the Deloge’s, recovering from tongue cancer surgery; and the anonymous people including Dawn.
Other prayers were for; protection for all those serving in the military, including Michael Collins USMC; and the family of
James Vichiola, Michele Van Wart’s cousin during their time of grief upon his death.
If your friend or family member is on this list, be sure to keep us updated on his or her progress. During our pastoral
vacancy, when you have prayer requests or updates to those on this prayer list, deliver them to the church office and the
Shepherds’ Commission will include the requests in this monthly report. If you would like to receive e-mails for the e-mail
Prayer Circle, provide your name and e-mail address to the church office.
---PAT DELOGE, Shepherds’ Commission
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COVENANT TO CARE FOR CHILDREN
25 children in need have an extra reason to smile at Christmas time
Following the services on Sunday, Nov. 23, the annual Covenant to Care for Children (CCC) “Giving
Tree” poster was presented in the narthex. This poster contained ornament tags with the names of 25
children that are in the case load of our congregation’s adopted DCF social worker, Mimose Ulysses
Laurenard. It was fun to watch Holy Cross members enthusiastically selecting a child for whom to
purchase a Christmas gift. How uplifting! Thank you for helping to put smiles on the faces of children
and teens that have upheaval in their lives with an unstable home situation. We even had a family who missed being able
to select a child’s name tag, so they donated a bag of brand-new winter hats and gloves. Others came forward with a roll
or two of gift-wrap. All total, approximately $900 worth of “goods” were donated to this outreach ministry. When Mimose
came to pick up the gifts she asked me to express her sincere gratitude to all of you who help bring smiles to the kids in
her caseload. She said delivering the gifts is so much fun, and was especially excited to bring the set of Hot Wheels and
track to a 6-year-old boy and a gift of Legos to one of the girls.
We thank the following people who participated in our
Christmas “Giving Tree” project with either buying a
gift or donating wrapping paper or giving us hats and
gloves:
the Anantharaj Family, Kim and Jim
Atkinson, Lisa Bailey, Rick and Kathy Boivie, Dee
Bruggemann, Bob and Carol Burns, John and Pat
Deloge, Diane Dietman, Donna DiLalla, Kerry and
Karen Geffert, Paul Hagberg, George Hermes, Gary
and Donna Jackson, Jesse and Bob Kravecs, Dieter
and Ingrid Leibold, Andrea Meyer, the Mladsi Family,
Craig and Jeannie Mones, Kendra Norman, the
Rodriguez Family, John Rosen, Nancy Sabol, Cliff
and Mary Schrock, Dan and Donna Senft, the Vaitkus
Family and Charlene Hron Weigle and Bill Weigle.

CHURCH CHUCKLES

Yours in Christ’s Service,
---MARY SCHROCK
Covenant-to-Care Liaison

CELEBRATING JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
Jan. 4:
Jan. 6:
Jan. 7:
Jan. 9:
Jan. 12:

Jan. 13:
Jan. 14:
Jan. 16:

Theodore Pollex
Cheryl Conte
JoAnne Meyer
Kimberly Atkinson
Jimmy Boivie
Caroline Hron Weigle
Charlie Hron Weigle
William Malmstedt
Lynn Turnbull
Christopher Alesevich
Amy Witschy
Susan Antoniou
Lauren Schneider

Jan. 17:
Jan. 18:
Jan. 20:
Jan. 23:
Jan. 25:
Jan. 26:
Jan. 27:
Jan. 29:
Jan. 30:

Emily Struzik
Kathy Boivie
Laura Carroll
Jared Turnbull
Sydney Fitzmorris
John Rosen
Brandon Matthews
Noah Liven
Ron Sjoblom
Emily Hron Weigle
Matt Jackson
Tina Batoh
Karen Geffert

