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FROM OUR VACANCY PASTOR
The Reformation restored the Word and work of God as our source of faith and salvation
October. What comes to your mind when you think of October? For most New Englanders, several things come to mind:
leaf peeping; Columbus Day weekend; Halloween. Now, I am not opposed to Halloween (although I do not like the focus
upon evil and witchcraft, which is hated by God). I certainly know the importance of Columbus, and I love the colors of the
fall. But for us Lutherans, there is far more to celebrate!
It was on October 31, 1517, that Martin Luther nailed the 95 Theses to the church door in Wittenberg, thus beginning
(unknowingly) the Reformation. We have great reason to remember this, and to give thanks and praise unto God. Why?
Because Luther set people free from the tyranny of the Church with its dogmas and rituals, thus enabling them to praise
God in their own way? Well, no. Luther taught that the Church, as it proclaims God’s Word, speaks for God. We are
therefore to listen and follow.
You should remember and celebrate the Reformation because through this
event, and the man Martin Luther, God restored to His Church the Word of
God. What, the Bible wasn’t read in church? Yes, it was. But, in Luther’s day
the preaching and teaching of the Church had become so corrupted, so
different from what the Bible said, that people didn’t really know God’s Word.
They didn’t know God and what He had done for them. Their worship had
fallen into superstition and practices that were essentially attempts to bargain
with God and earn His favor.
The Lutheran Reformation restored the emphasis to God’s Word as the only
source of faith, and to God’s work for us in Christ as the only source of
salvation. Thus, God’s work of salvation through Jesus became the ground of faith and the heart of the Divine Service.
Everything focused upon Christ, and not us. And so it is in our church, which bears Luther’s name, to this day.
For this above all you should bow your head in thanks on October 31, and, indeed, every day! Your life with God doesn’t
depend upon the quality of your life; nor does the adequacy of your worship depend upon the sincerity of your heart. All
things depend upon Jesus, who is God for you! Martin Luther said in a sermon he preached on John 6:37:
“You must stay with the person of Christ. When you have Him, you have all; but you have also lost all when
you have lost Him. In Christ you come to the Father, and the Father directs you to Christ. Stay with Christ,
then, who says that He is the Bread of Life.”
A blessed Reformation to you in Christ our Lord!
---PASTOR ROBERT BEINKE
St. Peter Lutheran, Norwalk
and Vacancy Pastor, Holy Cross

REFORMATION DAY

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31
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Like us on
Facebook!
Tuesday, October 7

5:00 p.m. –

Holy Cross serves Community Supper
at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport

Saturday, October 11
6:30 p.m. – Wine-Tasting Event

Holy Cross Lutheran has a
Facebook page.
After you
“Like” us, you’ll see postings
of upcoming events, pictures
from
events,
and
other
notifications.

Sunday, October 12 – LWML Sunday
Monday, October 13 – Columbus Day
NO PRESCHOOL
Saturday, October 18
9:30 a.m. – Breakfast and Artists – our fifth-annual event, with guest
Speaker Jarrod Fucci, Northeast Regional Manager of
Feeding Children Everywhere
Friday, October 31 – Reformation Day
Saturday, November 1
7:00 p.m. – “Whist” Card Game Night
Proceeds to benefit the “Share the Hope” Fund

WHO IS YOUR HERO?
Words by Fred Rogers,
of Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood
“We live in a world in which we
need to share responsibility. It’s
easy to say, ‘It’s not my child, not
my community, not my world, not
my problem.’ Then there are those
who see the need and respond. I
consider those people my heroes.”
---Reprinted with permission from
The Newsletter Newsletter © 2014
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MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord
(Matthew 28:18-20). We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one
another, our community and the whole world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of
“making disciples of all nations” through the power of the preaching and teaching the Word of
God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service fellowship according to the
confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III).

Our next deadline is…
The next issue of The Holy Cross
Word is the November edition.
The deadline for all
articles is
Wednesday, Oct. 15.
You can submit
articles for
inclusion in the newsletter mailbox,
located outside the church office,
or send them via e-mail to:
holycrss@mindspring.com.
Unless you have a lengthy article,
we encourage you to use the
“Information Form,” located in a
box on the narthex table. You may
use this form to submit details for
upcoming events, the “We Are
Family” and “Thank You” columns,
and other short items. After filling
it out (please sign your name), put
it in the newsletter mailbox.
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PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL
Believe it or not, our pastoral vacancy is going according to plan, and church life continues
There is a joke about Lutherans that I like. I don’t remember where I first heard it, but it goes something like this: “How
many Missouri Synod Lutherans does it take to change a light bulb? Answer: None; we’re really not into change.”
Oh, I know that’s not entirely true. But I know that it is not entirely false either. Case in point – our pastoral vacancy.
Vacancies put Lutheran congregations to the test. Why is it taking “so” long? Why doesn’t our Vacancy Pastor preach
every Sunday? I don’t like it when Pastor [fill in a name] does/does not do [fill in a habit or trait]. Read Numbers 21:4-7,
which was the Old Testament Lesson on September 14:
“From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom. And the
people became impatient on the way. And the people spoke against God and against Moses,
‘Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no
water, and we loathe this worthless food.’ Then the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people,
and they bit the people, so that many people of Israel died. And the people came to Moses and
said, ‘We have sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord and against you. Pray to the Lord,
that he take away the serpents from us.’ So Moses prayed for the people.”
Sound familiar? Now, I am not expecting any fiery serpents to be trolling our church grounds;
however, can’t the bite of a grumbling voice be dangerous, too? The graphic you see within my
monthly column has the words of Matthew 28:20, “And lo, I am with you ALWAYS...” I chose this as
my theme quite intentionally. This is, indeed, a challenging year for Holy Cross. Change is not
always fun. But through this entire call process we pray that the Holy Spirit will guide us along the
way. We do not make this walk alone! That is part of the beauty of the Lutheran call process; we
seek to discern the will of the Lord for Holy Cross.
Through the frustrations, let us not lose sight of the many wonderful things happening at Holy Cross. We have a superb
Call Committee investing both their time and talents to lead the call process according to plan. Vacation Bible School
was, and our Preschool is, close to capacity. We have been blessed by the varied messages of our guest Pastors.
Backpacks were filled and meals have been served monthly at St. John’s. Many came out for a delicious spaghetti dinner
and for our annual picnic. We have been blessed by Mary Schrock’s 20 years of service working in our church office!
Sure, we could use more funds in our coffers. We certainly could use more people in our pews (hint, hint!) and more
volunteers to spread out the work. But those who aren’t coming around to see the positive things happening at Holy
Cross are the ones missing out. God is present at Holy Cross. Just as He has before, He will lead us through this year.
Believe!
See you in church,
---KERRY GEFFERT
Holy Cross President

WORDS TO LIVE BY
What a colorful lesson!
We can learn a lot from crayons: Some are sharp, some are pretty, some are dull, some have weird
names, and all are different colors, but they all exist very nicely together in the same box.
Reprinted with permission from The Newsletter Newsletter, © 2014

DURING OUR PASTORAL VACANCY anyone in need
of spiritual care may contact— Rev. Robert Beinke, our Vacancy Pastor,
at St. Peter Lutheran Church in Norwalk, 203-847-1252,
stpeterlcpastor@yahoo.com. You may also phone Kerry Geffert, Board
President, 203-925-8341; Pat Deloge, Head Shepherd, 203-261-9434;
or the Church Office, 203-268-7555 (office hours are Monday-Friday,
8 a.m. to 2 p.m.).
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2014 CALL COMMITTEE
Surveys complete, the process moves to the identification of candidates
We wanted to keep you informed of where we are in the call process. The statistical and
congregational surveys have been completed and sent to the District Office (the week of
9/15/14). Our Circuit Visitor, Reverend Eric Wismar, has been working with us on the
process, and we greatly appreciate his guidance. Next steps include providing any
additional information the District Office may require for development of the candidates list
and finalizing the interview format and process in October.
Thank you for your input and for your patience during the call process. Although we are
looking forward to once again having a permanent pastor lead our congregation, it is important that we use this time of
pastoral vacancy for prayer, reflection, and critical thought on who we are as a congregation and members of this
community, with the strength to embrace differences and rise to challenges. We continue to be guided by the Holy Spirit
in our work efforts on the Call Committee and in our work with the congregation.
If you have any questions or comments, please reach out to Kerry Geffert or me.
In Christ's service,
---MICHELE A. VICHIOLA-VAN WART
2014 Call Committee Chair

5995 Main Street, Trumbull, 06611
We welcome Guest Speaker Jarrod Fucci
Northeast Regional Manager
Feeding Children Everywhere
Tickets on sale NOW! Suggested donation $10.00
Full Hot & Cold Breakfast
Browse our Artisans and Crafters

No act of giving – no matter how big or small – is ever wasted.
YOU can make an #impact
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SOCIAL MINISTRY NEWS AND NOTES
CHRISTMAS-AT-SEA
Social Ministry collecting donations for seafarers during October
The Seafarers and International House serves seafarers of merchant ships, and one of their biggest projects of the year is
called Christmas-at-Sea. Port Chaplains deliver satchels filled with gifts to the seafarers they meet in port in the weeks prior
to Christmas. Later, on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day, when the ship is in the middle of the
ocean, the captain will hold a celebration, and all the crew will open their satchels, each containing:
 One sweatshirt
 Three pairs of socks
 One casual pullover T-shirt

 One knit winter cap
 One can of nuts or chocolate bar
 A Christmas card from you.

Please help us to spread Christmas joy and God’s love to the men and women who work on
merchant ships. Look for the poster this month and leave your donations in the specially-marked
box in the narthex. Take a look at the narthex display case this month as it will be all about Christmas-at-Sea! Thank you
in advance for supporting this mission! For more information go to www.sihnyc.org and click on Christmas-at-Sea.
---CINDY CICCIA
Social Ministry Director

COMMUNITY SUPPER
Serve the Lord by serving the needy a welcome meal
Two new cooks were welcomed on Tuesday, September 2: Helen and John Harper (Grace Lutheran-Stratford). They
were quick learners and worked alongside Barbara White and Grace members Diane Hintz Schyhor, Anna Schaaf and
Marie Nocarro. It was almost a whole Grace Lutheran team! The day before, Val Huydic had called asking if we needed
cooks. “No” we replied, “but we could really use you and Rich to cut ham and serve. Please come at
4:30.” We were so grateful that they could help out. Anna Mae Berger poured juice and helped serve.
Jim Leslie arrived to serve and make sure everything ran smoothly. Then the empty serving spots were
covered by three St. John’s members. The Huydics thoroughly enjoyed the serving experience and
noticed how grateful so many of the folks were.
Preparing and serving the meal on the first Tuesday of the month at St. John’s Episcopal is a mission that falls under Holy
Cross’ Social Ministry Commission. Our next community supper is on Tuesday, October 7. If you can volunteer your
time, please put your name on the sheet found on the narthex table.
---DAVID and MARY ANN SCHILLER

SOCIAL MINISTRY OUTREACH
Our donation benefits Lutheran Malaria Initiative
The Social Ministry Commission continues its world outreach with a
recent donation of $250.00 to the Lutheran Malaria Initiative. Please
take a look at the Social Ministry bulletin board located across from the
church office to learn about the Lutheran Malaria Initiative. We received
this thank you letter from the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.
Dear Christian Friend,
Thank you for your gift! I am thankful that you have included the Lutheran
Malaria Initiative in your stewardship. Please pray for our staff and the
staff of LWR as they carry out our efforts in helping to wipe out this great
disease of poverty. You are a part of a great crowd of witnesses who on
behalf of the people of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod share Christ’s
mercy. None of it would happen without you. Thank you!
In Christ,
Rev. Matthew Harrison
President, The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
---CINDY CICCIA
Social Ministry Director

St. John’s Episcopal
Church-Bridgeport was
one of the original four
churches to participate in
serving the Community
Suppers organized by the
Council of Churches of
Greater Bridgeport in 1983.
---A simple fact from our
Social Ministry Commission
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OUR FLOCK
Christian caring and praying at Holy Cross
This is the Shepherds’ Commission’s “FYI” column letting our members know for whom we have prayed during our recent
worship services. Please continue to remember these people in your prayers.
We remember our members: Gary Jackson; JoAnne Meyer; Anita Schoch, recovering from heart-valve replacement
surgery; and for our homebound members – Emma Fengler; George Morris and Harvey Pomerenk.
We prayed for our family and friends; Bob Agate, father-in-law of Lydia Struzik’s friend Sandy recovering from brain surgery;
Sandy Agate, friend of Lydia Struzik, recovering from back surgery; Gail Agria, recovering from cancer surgery; Hayley
Annino, friend of Kathryn Struzik, at home following a stem-cell transplant; Gada Awada, co-worker of Pat Deloge, going
through chemo for stage 2 breast cancer; Michael Collins and his Marine Corps recruit class for safety as they go through
boot camp; Penny Dalrymple, friend of Paul Hagberg, for healing; Linda Desabella, friend of Patty Peterson, battling
cancer; Susanne Dowling, Greg’s mom, for a speedy and healing recovery of an infection in her shoulder; Joseph
Dombrowski, Michele Van Wart’s uncle, for continued improvement as he undergoes treatment for multiple blood clots;
Marti Fischer, cousin of Carol Burns, who is blind and paralyzed; Kathy Gardner, Jim Leslie’s sister recovering from cancer
surgery; Kay Geffert, Kerry’s mother, suffering from essential tremors; Abby Haggerty, 9-year-old student at Christian
Heritage School, recovering from successful brain surgery; Amber Jones, friend of the Gefferts,
struggling with personal issues; Kathleen Kassouf, mother of a friend of Kathryn Struzik, who was
diagnosed with lupus; Betty Kessler; Mary Koch, niece of Ron Froehlich, who has finished chemotherapy treatments; and Ramona Kondracki, wife of a co-worker of Jim Leslie, who has begun
chemotherapy for cancer in her sinus cavity.
We also prayed for Ed Lavin, friend and neighbor of the Van Wart and Jim Atkinson families as he
recovers from surgery; Emmy Lightfoot, relative of the Dowlings, diagnosed with epilepsy; Eleanor
Lynn, friend of Effie Solaz, experiencing paralysis following a stroke; Jean Matthews, Chris Matthews’
mother-in-law, following open-heart surgery; Edgar Meyer, Don’s brother diagnosed with bladder cancer; Joan Meyer,
friend of the Dietmans, in rehab following knee-replacement surgery; Kylie Middlemass, Anita Beer’s granddaughter,
responding well to various therapies as she works through the difficulties of autism; Gertrude Moran, friend of Anita Schoch,
going through treatments for lymphoma; Chris O’Brien, friend of Mary and Otto Atkinson, paralyzed as a result of an
accident; Dick Olson, Christian and Ian Witschy’s grandfather who had aortic-valve replacement surgery; Luis Rivera,
friend of Doris Bernt, who had a lung transplant; Dagmar Rosenberg, Ingrid Leibold’s sister, recovering from surgery to
remove a tumor from her pancreas; Nancy Saad, friend of the DiLallas’ who has completed chemo and radiation for breast
cancer; Lois Sanders, daughter of Ron Froehlich, who has finished chemotherapy treatments following breast surgery;
Joey Senft, cousin of the Senft family, with ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease); Lorraine Tamas, neighbor of the Leslie’s, who
suffered a stroke; Mike Tavares, friend of the Deloge’s, battling side effects of Valley fever; Andy Turnbull, Scott’s brother,
in remission from leukemia; David Van Wart, Kimberly Atkinson’s dad and Rick Van Wart’s brother, in rehab following a fall;
Craig Wilson, son of friends of the Deloge’s, recovering from tongue cancer surgery; and the anonymous people, including Dawn.
Other prayers were for: the family of Ruth Boivie, Rick’s mom, and the family of Richard Elia, friend of the Van Wart
family, who were both called home to the Lord.
If your friend or family member is on this list, be sure to keep us updated on his or her progress. During our pastoral
vacancy, when you have prayer requests or updates to those on this prayer list, deliver them to the church office and the
Shepherds’ Commission will include the requests in this monthly report.
NOTE: If you would like to be included in our e-mail Prayer Circle, please provide your name and e-mail address to the
church office.
---PAT DELOGE
Shepherds’ Commission

EXTRA FALL POSTCARDS with our schedule of
Worship and Fellowship Events are on the narthex
table. Feel free to take and use it to invite a family
member, friend or acquaintance to Holy Cross!
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Whist Night
 A deck of cards
THANKS A BUNCH!
This column recognizes the gifts of
time and talent our church
members provide to do God’s work
in our church and community. If
you have an item to include in this
monthly “thank you” column,
please jot it down and put it in the
“newsletter” mailbox.
To Jim and Lorraine Finch and
David and Mary Ann Schiller for
providing flowers from their
gardens for the weekly Altar
Flower arrangements during the
summer months.
To the Holy Cross members who
helped with either shopping,
cooking or serving at the Sept. 2
Community Supper at St. John’s
Episcopal-Bridgeport: Anna Mae
Berger, Rich and Val Huydic, Jim
Leslie, David and Mary Ann
Schiller, and Barbara White.



The fellowship of Holy Cross friends



A game played 200 years ago



Adds up to an evening of fun

 You don’t have to come with a partner


No experience is needed



$10 per person suggested entrance donation



To benefit our “Share the Hope” fund

 Saturday, November 1, beginning promptly at 7 p.m.


Snacks and soda will be provided…the evening will end
with “Coffee-And”



Please sign up in the narthex so we know how many
people to prepare for



If you could provide a card table, please let us know

---DAVID and MARY ANN SCHILLER

To JoAnne Meyer for selecting
the hymns for the Worship
services while we are in our
pastoral vacancy.
To Linda Suhr who is faithful in
her service to helping with churchoffice tasks one morning a week.
To Jim Atkinson, Kerry Geffert
and Cliff Schrock for serving as
the lay leaders of our Monday
Evening Worship service over the
past month.
To Jim and Lorraine Finch for
coordinating the September 13
Pasta Dinner.
To Cliff Schrock and Dave
Bogen for coordinating the third
annual golf outing on Sept. 14.
See the wrap-up article on Page 8.

IN THE MAILBAG
From the Vichiola Family
On behalf of my family and especially my mother, Mira Vichiola, thank you for
your prayers, support, and condolences during my father’s illness and his
death on August 11, 2014. You gave us strength and comfort; because of
your prayers, we were able to sustain hope and faith during the saddest of
times. Our last days with my father were filled with love, farewells, and an
assurance of a glorious journey, no matter how much we grieve now. This
sustains us.
God’s blessings to all of you,
---MICHELE VICHIOLA-VAN WART











From Ron Froehlich
To my Holy Cross Family,
Thank you for your prayers for [my daughter] Lois and Mary Koch, my niece.
Both are doing very well following their surgeries and chemo.
In love,
---RON FROEHLICH

8

HOLY CROSS WORD SPORTS
Church golf event continues slow growth; latest outing moves to new venue
After two years at Tashua Knolls in the month of October, the Holy Cross Golf Outing moved to a
new location in September this year. On the 14th, 15 players played at Woodhaven Golf Course in
Bethany. Going “out of town” brought the HC golf group back to its heritage. Prior to revitalizing the golf
event in 2012 at Tashua, the last time the church had a golf outing it was in the 1980s at Woodhaven, a
nine-hole course a few miles off Route 8’s Exit 22.
Woodhaven is an average-length course that “defends” itself with greens that are very slow uphill and terrifyingly fast
downhill. And there are enough woods and water to cause any golfer to invoke a BIP—ball in pocket—if they are taking
too many strokes. And the gnats are their very own hazard, except they somewhat took the day off on the 14th, perhaps
realizing us God-fearing hackers deserved a break.
What was a noticeable difference from Tashua is that Woodhaven had a more-inviting staff. The owner, Paul, is the same
man who was around to host in the 1980s, and when Jim Finch, Dave Bogen and myself did a reconnaissance mission at
Woodhaven earlier in the summer, we thought it was worth bringing the event back to Bethany.
Paul was very accommodating for us and gave us a nice price on the green fee and food fee so we could finish up on 18
and then head inside for a meal, where we were allowed to stay as long as we wanted to rehash the round and hand out
prizes and goodie bags to each player. Tashua is pricier and never really presented an inviting after-round atmosphere.
We were blessed with a great weather day as the 15 players went out in four groups:
Group 1 – Jim Bobs: Jim Leslie, Bob Kravecs, Jim Atkinson
Group 2 – A Boy Among Men: Cole Dowling, Greg Dowling, Dave Bogen, Andrew Struzik
Group 3 – A Shepherd and his flock: Pastor Ron Erbe, John Rosen, Jim Finch, George Hermes
Group 4 – 3 Men and a Little Lady: Pastor Bob Beinke, Michael Gilbertson, Cliff Schrock, Mary Schrock
The first group went off shortly
after 1 p.m. Reserved times
had been set aside for us to
go off No. 1 the first time, and
when we came around to play
the nine holes a second time.
While modesty prevents us
from revealing the scores we
shot, since the group did not
want to come across as
braggards, it can be noted that
we had two prize winners.
Pastor Beinke won the longdrive contest with an estimated blast of 287 yards on
the sixth hole, a par 5. Jim
Leslie came within 10 feet for
second. And Cole Dowling won
the closest-to-the-pin contest
on the second hole, a par 3 of
around 150 yards, when he hit
a 6-iron to 16 feet 6 inches.
And
while
all
players
deserved a pat on the back
for getting through the day,
special note is made of
Pastor Beinke playing with a
bad case of elbow tendinitis,
George Hermes recovering
from a knee injury, Jim
Atkinson with his new hip,
“Golf,” continues on Page 9

Cole Dowling had a lot to smile about, as this “boy
among men” won the closest-to-the-pin contest.
His prize was a new club and the honor of bringing
some “youth” to the golf outing. After the round of
golf, the group gathered for dinner and beverages
at the 19th hole. Pictured below, back row, are
John Rosen, Greg Dowling, Cole Dowling, Bob
Kravecs, Dave Bogen, Jim Atkinson and Jim Finch.
Seated are Pastor Ron Erbe, George Hermes, Jim
Leslie, Mary Schrock and Cliff Schrock.
Unfortunately, Pastor Bob Beinke, Michael
Gilbertson and Andrew Struzik had to leave after
nine holes and are not pictured with this group.
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“Golf,” continued from Page 8

Pastor Erbe and John Rosen as our most “veteran” players, and the rest of the group for, well, likely playing with heavy
hearts as the result of playing plenty of wasted shots.
The main goal of the outing, however, is to have members enjoy fellowship with each other in a relaxed setting, and that
looked to be accomplished. Each golfer likely had at least one moment of glory and a shot to talk about.
Comments for enhancement of next year’s event are already being taken, including going to a scramble format to make play
go faster, whether we should continue to play at Woodhaven, and whether we should stick with 18 holes or go to nine.
---CLIFF SCHROCK
Holy Cross Word Staff

PRAYER CIRCLE
In need of prayer? Make one of the following contacts to begin the e-mail Prayer Circle
Our Prayer Circle offers an opportunity to unite in prayer with our Holy Cross family beyond our regular
worship services. To request a prayer you may make one of the following contacts:
▪ Between the hours of 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. weekdays, phone or e-mail the church office: 203-2684555 or holycrss@mindspring.com. Requests received after 2 p.m. (Monday-Friday) will be
circulated on the next business day. Please note that the church office will be closed between October 5-12.
All Prayer Circle requests that week should be sent to Don Meyer (see below).

▪ When the office is closed, contact Don Meyer by e-mail or phone, delsmeyer@sbcglobal.net or 203-268-2080.
---SHEPHERDS’ COMMISSION

CELEBRATING OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

Oct. 2:
Oct. 3:
Oct. 4:

Oct. 5
Oct. 7:
Oct. 8:
Oct. 9:
Oct. 10:
Oct. 11:
Oct. 14:
Oct. 16:
Oct. 18:

Linda Torok
Kristen Messerschmitt
Doris Dietman
Julie Ernst
Jodi Gentry
Deb Leslie
James Turnbull
Dave Bogen
Chris Deloge
Lori Thompson
Sophia Pollex
Greg Dowling
Harvey Pomerenk
Brody Turnbull
Sarah Selk

Oct. 20

Oct. 22:
Oct. 25:
Oct. 26:

Oct. 28:

Oct. 29:

Oct. 31:

Kelly Streich
Scott Turnbull
Joel Wilson
Lyndsay Guerrera
Barbara Schneider
Heather Fanning
Kendra Norman
John Sherwonit
Mathew Benson
Rick Boivie
John Deloge
Ingrid Leibold
Michael Crocker III
Barbara White
Robert Streich
Marcia Wilson
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THE WRITER WITHIN
Lessons from the archives on living a life of stewardship
I am not a pack rat. Don’t let anyone tell you different. I do collect things, like
Hardy Boy books and golf books. But I would prefer to not have anything extra
in my life beyond what gets me through my normal needs.

Building Fund
In memory of Ruth Boivie,
Harold Geffert and Ron Vichiola
The Struzik Family

The problem I’ve had is that I have this dream that, if the world would stop for a
couple months of adding to my piles, I will get caught up on all the paperwork
around me and get to Square One and then going forward I’d be sure to not let
things pile up again!
I know, quit dreaming.

General Memorial Fund
In memory of Judith Froehlich
Bruce and Janice Rockel

In memory of Harold Geffert
Otto and Mary Atkinson
Joe and Cindy Ciccia
Bruce and Janice Rockel
The Rodriguez Family

In memory of Ron Vichiola
Otto and Mary Atkinson
Joe and Cindy Ciccia
Bruce and Janice Rockel
The Rodriguez Family

Share the Hope Fund
In memory of Harold Geffert
The Bogen Family
Dan and Donna Senft

In memory of Ron Vichiola
The Bogen Family

CHURCH CHUCKLES

But having things “in the archive” as I like to call the
things I keep can be a blessing and come in handy.
Like when I had to go through an old file recently
and came across something I’d kept from around 20 years ago. I know it was that
long because it was a list that, when typed by then church office secretary
Maureen Sheveland, was marked as a February 1993 revision. I probably got the
list from a class being taught at the time by then Holy Cross pastor, Rev. Froehlich.
So, I’d like to share this list this month, not only because Pastor Froehlich will
be with us on October 19 as our guest pastor, but also because, as a
congregation going through a vacancy right now, the thoughts in this list that
address what it means to be a member of Holy Cross are very crucial to us
right now. We need to be reminded more than ever about what we are to be as
a church member. So I offer these up and hope you’ll take them to heart for
your own spiritual well-being as well as Holy Cross’:
My Stewardship of Life as a Member of Holy Cross
1. Let the Lord Jesus be a part of my whole life.
2. Read God’s Word daily for strength and encouragement. This will equip
me to be a witness to the world.
3. Join a Bible study group to enrich my faith and enjoy the fellowship of
believers around God’s Word. This will equip me to be a witness to the world.
4. Worship regularly/every Sunday and in special services to communicate
in a special setting with the Lord and my fellow believers. This will equip
me to be a witness to the world.
5. Partake of Holy Communion faithfully/twice a month for
forgiveness of sins and strengthening of my faith. This will
equip me to be a witness to the world.
6. Make daily use of the privilege of prayer to present to the
Lord our thanks, praise, confession and petitions.
7. Be willing to serve the Lord with gladness through
offering my service and using my God-given gifts.
8. Contribute generously of my money for the building of
Christ’s kingdom and the ministry of my congregation.
I will do it cheerfully as the Lord has prospered me.
---CLIFF SCHROCK
Holy Cross Word Staff

!

