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FROM P.E.W. TO PEW
Whether trees or The Tree, we plant them for the blessings they provide
The April 14 online edition of the Connecticut Post included the announcement that 19 Connecticut communities received
the official “Tree City” designation for this year from the state Department of Energy and Environmental Protection.
According to the article, a Tree City “is one that demonstrates care and maintenance, and planting programs.” The
designations, it appears, are in advance of the state’s observance of Arbor Day on April 25.
And it got me thinking about the trees I have planted in life. I recall when our kids were in elementary school they
received evergreen seedlings around Arbor Day. I know we planted them, but I can’t remember where. I do, however,
remember the flowering crabapple tree we planted on our front lawn when we lived in New York. It’s grown immensely
and puts forth spectacular blooms in the spring. Then there are the two evergreen trees
we planted here in Trumbull in front of the parsonage. In a decade and a half they have
grown to be quite large. One is perfectly shaped; the other – well, let’s just say “not so
perfectly shaped.” Okay, it’s ugly.
I’ve planted one other tree – at least, that’s what I can remember. But what is different
about this tree is that I have planted it more than once. In fact, I have planted it so many
times that I lost count long ago. That tree, of course, is the Tree of the Cross – or more
specifically, “Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” It is the “Tree” I was called to plant 33 years
ago when I was ordained into the Holy Ministry. It is this to which I have attempted to be
faithful – to preach this Word of the Cross “in season and out of season” as St. Paul
exhorted the young pastor, Timothy (1 Tim. 4:2).
I was called to plant in this very specific way – as a “called and ordained servant of the Word.” St. Paul spoke of
preaching in this manner when he wrote in 1 Corinthians 3:6: “I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.”
But, truth be told, I was called to this “Johnny Appleseed” life long before my ordination. I was called to it in my Baptism.
We all were, you know – called to plant this Tree. As baptized children of God we are called to plant this Tree in all
manners and matters of daily life. That’s why the imagery is so apt. We don’t plant trees in one place for one purpose.
We plant trees to give shade. We plant trees to prevent soil erosion on farms. We plant trees for the good of the
environment (you know, we breathe in oxygen and exhale carbon dioxide while trees breathe in carbon dioxide and
exhale oxygen). We plant trees to provide us with lumber. We plant trees to give us fresh fruit. And we plant trees just
because they’re beautiful.
The point is that, by way of our Baptism into Christ Jesus, we have all been made “Johnny Appleseeds.” And the Tree of
the Cross needs to be planted in more places than just the inside of a church building. The whole world needs trees; the
whole world needs The Tree. We all can plant it – not in word only, but in deeds of love and kindness. We can do it,
indeed we are called to do it, at work, at play, in volunteering, and in giving. And when we do, the world will be a better
place. And I’ll…
See You in Worship,

Pastor Emil Witschy
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Like us on
Facebook!
Sunday, May 4
1:30 p.m. –
Greater Bridgeport CROP Walk
Tuesday, May 6
5:00 p.m. –
Holy Cross serves Community Supper
at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport
Thursday, May 8
7:00 p.m. –
Board of Directors’ meeting

Are you on Facebook?
Did you know your church,
Holy Cross Lutheran,
has a Facebook page?
After you “Like” us, you’ll
see postings of upcoming
events, pictures from
events, and other
notifications.

Sunday, May 11 – Mother’s Day
Sunday, May 18
1:00 p.m. – Family Fellowship Event: Bowling at Nutmeg Bowl in Fairfield
Sunday, May 25
9:00 a.m. –
One-service worship schedule begins for the summer
Monday, May 26 – Memorial Day
(NO WORSHIP SERVICE; OFFICE CLOSED; NO PRESCHOOL)
Thursday, May 29 – The Ascension of Our Lord
Monday-Friday, August 11-15
9:00 a.m. – Vacation Bible School

THE WAYS OF LIFE
Words by Marian Wright
Edelman, founder of the
Children’s Defense Fund
“Being considerate of others will
take [you] further in life than any
college degree.”
---Reprinted with permission from
The Newsletter Newsletter © 2014

NEWSLETTER NOTES
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Christian Preschool Phone: 203-268-6471 E-mail: mglennonhccp@mindspring.com
Parsonage: 6025 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611 Phone: 203-268-1722
Worship Services – Sunday: 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.; Monday: 7:00 p.m.
PASTOR: Emil A. Witschy
MUSIC DIRECTOR: Michael J. Gilbertson
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ PRESIDENT: Kerry Geffert
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ TREASURER: Greg Dowling
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Pastor Emil A. Witschy
NEWSLETTER MANAGING EDITOR: Cliff Schrock
NEWSLETTER PRODUCTION: Mary Schrock

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord
(Matthew 28:18-20). We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one
another, our community and the whole world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of
“making disciples of all nations” through the power of the preaching and teaching the Word of
God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service fellowship according to the
confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III).

Our next deadline is…
The next issue of The Holy Cross
Word is the June edition. The
deadline for all
articles is
Thursday, May 15.
You can submit
articles for
inclusion in the newsletter mailbox,
located outside the church office,
or send them via e-mail to:
holycrss@mindspring.com.
Unless you have a lengthy article,
we encourage you to use the
“Information Form,” located in a
box on the narthex table. You may
use this form to submit details for
upcoming events, the “We Are
Family” and “Thank You” columns,
and other short items. After filling
it out (please sign your name), put
it in the newsletter mailbox.
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PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL
Be a diligent worshiper as we head into the pastoral call process
Those who know me know that I like singing. And on Easter morning there is nothing like belting out
the good ol’ Easter hymns. But this year I did something different. I listened. Okay, it was for only
two stanzas but no less impactful. Our sanctuary was filled with people, people singing! And it was
glorious! Goosebumps glorious! Let’s recreate that next Sunday, and the Sunday after that. Be
there; be moved.
And now, mark your calendar – June 22. That Sunday will mark Pastor Witschy’s final Sunday
leading services at Holy Cross. More details to come but for now, mark your calendar.
And then what happens? Well, the LCMS has a very well-organized call process that we have
already begun to implement. During the call process we will have a “vacancy pastor” to tend to our
members’ pastoral needs. My hope is that we will complete the call process, i.e., have the next Holy
Cross Pastor, this fall. Please keep in your prayers our congregation and those working on the call. But most of all, show
your support by taking an active role in your congregation – make weekly attendance at worship a priority.
For those who prefer a visual representation of the call process, a brief overview follows my signature. A more complete
description can be found posted on the hallway bulletin boards. And if you have questions or concerns, please, please
contact me at kerrygeffert@earthlink.net or 203-925-8341. Meanwhile, June 22; mark your calendar.
---KERRY GEFFERT
Holy Cross President

Call Process Flow Chart

Self Study

• Where are we?
Where do we want to go?

WORSHIP DATE
Job Description

• Our expectations

• From congregation and District
Nominations

Call Committee
Evaluation

Congregation
Call Meeting

• Candidate review

• Vote by members

• Pray that God’s will be done
Call Extended

Call Decision

• Yes? Installation!
• No? Go back to nominations and repeat process

REMINDERS
Sunday, May 25—
9 a.m. one-service Sunday
Worship schedule begins,
continuing through the
Sunday of Labor Day
weekend.

Sunday, June 22—
9 a.m.: Pastor Witschy’s
final Sunday to lead
Worship at Holy Cross.

Sunday, September 7—
8 and 10:30 a.m. services:
We return to our twoservice Sunday Worship
schedule.
final Sunday to lead
Worship at Holy Cross
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DISCIPLESHIP COMMISSION
Join us for a family fellowship event – bowling on May 18
Our Lenten Soup Suppers were well attended. If you haven’t attended a soup supper please consider joining us in
December during the Advent season. You don’t need to bring a soup, you could bring a dessert, a loaf of bread or just
yourself. It is always a nice time of fellowship. Thank you to all who helped set up and clean up, made pots of soup, and
brought dessert. And thank you, Laurie Vaitkus, for bringing a birthday cake for me at the last
Lenten supper (April 9) – it was enjoyed by all.
Save this date—Sunday, May 18: We will hold our annual family bowling event at Nutmeg Bowl
in Fairfield at 1 p.m. Look for a sign-up sheet on the narthex table. This fun event is a great way
to spend some time with your Holy Cross family.
Finally, over the past month we sent Easter treats to our college students and our shut-in members.
Faithfully yours,
---DONNA BOGEN

CALLING ALL GRADUATES
Information from all member graduates
due June 15 in church office
If you are graduating from high school or college this
spring, we encourage you to share the details about this
exciting milestone with your church family. We plan to
recognize
all
of
our
graduates in the July/August
newsletter. Please take a
“Graduate Information” form,
found on the narthex table, fill it out, and return it to the
Church Office mailbox by Sunday, June 15. Please let
us know who you are – you are important to us!

SPECIAL COFFEE FELLOWSHIP
Want to learn more about Social Ministry?
Come and chat with us during Coffee Hour on
Sunday, May 4, and check out the display case
this month!
---CINDY CICCIA
Social Ministry Director

ALTAR GUILD
Many thanks for incredible crew of sanctuary cleaners
There was a good response to our plea for Altar Guild volunteers to assist in the bi-annual “deep
cleaning” of candles, silver and altar area on Saturday, April 12. At the early hour of 8:30, Lori
Thompson and Ingrid Leibold arrived, rolled up their sleeves and tackled the polishing/washing tasks
under the tutelage of Edith. Soon Donna Bogen, Lydia Struzik, Laurie Vaitkus and Audrey Paray arrived
to dust/clean the altar area and pews. Thank goodness they were armed with feather dusters to
complement the rags that had already arrived. Two-and-a-half hours later, the silver shone, dust vanished, grimy pew
backs gleamed and no more wax resided on the candle holders. Bill Skoog and David Schiller were available for a variety
of tasks. MANY HANDS—GREAT VOLUNTEERS: A round of applause for ALL! (Feel left out? Contact us at the end of
December for the next “deep cleaning” date.)
---EDITH SKOOG and MARY ANN SCHILLER

CHRISTIAN SYMBOL
The shepherd’s crook – a symbol for Jesus, the Good Shepherd
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep” (John 10:11).
A crook, staff or stick has been a shepherd’s multi-purpose tool-of-trade since man first herded sheep. It is a
religious symbol for clergy to show their responsibility for their flocks. The crook symbolizes the shepherds
who visited the baby Jesus in Bethlehem. It’s also used in connection with King David, who had been a
shepherd when he was young.
---Reprinted with permission from The Newsletter Newsletter, © 2013
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INQUIRING MINDS
We inquire, you respond; we’d love your input – Read these tales of cleaning misery
After a long, tedious winter, spring is finally here. At least that’s what the calendar says. But even if the weather has
been slow to warm up, we know that spring usually means it’s time to open the windows and do some spring cleaning.
With that in mind, our question of the month was: “What cleaning chore do you absolutely hate doing?” We thank the
eight people who shared their responses. The answers are listed in reverse alphabetical order by last name.
Pastor Witschy: “I hate cleaning. I’d much rather make a mess than clean.”
Michele Van Wart: “My least favorite cleaning chore—and I’m thinking along the lines of big cleaning—is cleaning of
windows and drapes. It’s a dusty, dirty exercise. As much as I hate it, it’s well worth the time and energy. There’s nothing
like the shiny and clean end results.”
Linda Suhr: “Cleaning the bathtub.”
Edith Skoog: “I really don’t like any aspect of cleaning and I can’t pick out one that I really hate. I
would much rather be baking or quilting or painting. However, once I get motivated to complete a
cleaning task I really don’t mind doing it, and I truly enjoy the look and smell of everything when the
job is completed.”
Mary Schrock: “I dearly love my cats, but since they purred into my life, my least favorite cleaning
job is vacuuming the upholstered furniture. I have to be much more thorough with this chore and do
it on a more regular basis than I did B.C. (Before Cats).”
Cliff Schrock: “I’m going outdoors with my answer…Even though I want my lawn to look nice, I am
not a fan of doing the yardwork to make it look that way. Having to clean up the yard after winter
and get it ready for the growing season is tedious and boring. If I’m going to be on grass, I want it to be at a golf course.”
Donna Bogen: “I really dislike cleaning the litter box. If only I could teach my cats to use the toilet, life would be easy.
Good thing those furry critters are cute!”
Nicole Benson: “I absolutely hate cleaning bathrooms! It always requires so much scrubbing...No fun!”
Now we ask you to turn your focus away from the topic of cleaning to a much more beloved topic – FATHERS! In June
we celebrate Father’s Day, and in honor of our Dads we ask this question of the month: “What is a favorite memory you
have of your father?” Answers will appear in the June edition. You can e-mail it to holycrss@mindspring.com or write it on
paper and put it in the “Newsletter” mailbox (bottom row, far left) no later than Thursday, May 15.
---CLIFF SCHROCK
Newsletter Managing Editor

SPECIAL NOTE OF THANKS
From Holy Cross Pastor Emeritus Ron Froehlich
To my dear family at Holy Cross,
My sincere thanks to you for your outpouring of love and sympathy at my Judie’s entrance into eternal life with her Savior.
Your prayers, your cards with tender words, your memorials, your plant (which I have managed to keep alive and enjoy
here at home), and gifts brought cheer to our sorrowing hearts. Yet “we sorrow/grieve not as those
who have no hope” – 1 Thess 4:13. When I asked Judie last fall, “Do you wish that Jesus would
come and take you home,” she no longer was speaking much, but she vigorously nodded, “YES!”
Daughter Jean and I were present, gently stroking her hand and forehead when her breathing slowly
diminished and stopped. It was a mixed sad, yet joyous moment. For me it was as if Jesus came,
took her by the hand, and said, “Come home, Jude, I have a better life for you!”
Thank you Lord for enduring the suffering, shame, death, and glorious resurrection to make this possible for her and all of
us. Thank you Jesus for “going to prepare a place for us.” Thank you God for giving me Judie to love for 57-plus years,
and for our four children and their families. Thank you Lord for my family at Holy Cross. You are still very dear to me.
May our gracious Savior continue to pour out His blessings upon you.
In love,
Just plain Ron
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OUR FLOCK
Christian caring and praying at Holy Cross
This is the Shepherds’ Commission’s “FYI” column letting our members know for whom we have prayed during our recent
worship services. Please continue to remember these people in your prayers.
We remember our members: Jim Atkinson, for healing following hip-replacement surgery; Gary Jackson; JoAnne Meyer;
Anita Schoch, with chronic back pain; Joey Vaitkus, for proper healing of his broken wrists; Barbara White, recovering
from foot surgery; and for our homebound members – Emma Fengler; George Morris and Harvey Pomerenk.
We prayed for our family and friends; Bob Agate, father-in-law of Lydia Struzik’s friend Sandy, recovering from brain
surgery; Sandy Agate, friend of Lydia Struzik, recovering from back surgery; Gail Agria, recovering from cancer surgery;
Hayley Annino, friend of Kathryn Struzik, at home following a stem-cell transplant; Gada Awada, co-worker of Pat
Deloge, going through chemo for stage-2 breast cancer; Ruth Boivie, Rick’s mom, recovering from hip surgery; Penny
Dalrymple, friend of Paul Hagberg, for healing; Linda Desabella, friend of Patty Peterson, battling
cancer; Susanne Dowling, Greg’s mom, for a speedy and healing recovery of an infection in her
shoulder; Ruth Downing, mother of a dear friend of Michele Van Wart, suffering from a number of
serious ailments; Marti Fischer, cousin of Carol Burns, who is blind and paralyzed; Kathy Gardner, Jim
Leslie’s sister recovering from cancer surgery; Harold Geffert, Kerry’s father, under treatment for colon
cancer; Kay Geffert, Kerry’s mother, suffering from essential tremors; Ken Geaslin, family friend of the
Messerschmitts, recovering from complications that occurred during surgery; Abby Haggerty, 9-yearold student at Christian Heritage school, recovering from successful brain surgery; Amber Jones, friend of the Gefferts,
struggling with personal issues; Kathleen Kassouf, mother of a friend of Kathryn Struzik, who was diagnosed with lupus;
Betty Kessler; Mary Koch, niece of Ron Froehlich; Emmy Lightfoot, relative of the Dowlings, diagnosed with epilepsy;
Eleanor Lynn, friend of Effie Solaz, experiencing paralysis following a stroke; Joan Meyer, friend of the Dietmans, in
rehab following knee-replacement surgery; and Kylie Middlemass, Anita Beer’s granddaughter, responding well to
various therapies as she works through the difficulties of autism.
We also prayed for Gertrude Moran, friend of Anita Schoch, going through treatments for lymphoma; Chris O’Brien,
friend of Mary and Otto Atkinson, paralyzed as a result of an accident; Dave Rentz, recovering from hip-replacement
surgery; Luis Rivera, friend of Doris Bernt, who had a lung transplant; Dagmar Rosenberg, Ingrid Leibold’s sister,
diagnosed with cancer of the pancreas; Nancy Saad, friend of the DiLallas recovering from breast-cancer surgery and
awaiting treatment; Lois Sanders, daughter of Ron Froehlich, recovering from breast surgery; Joey Senft, cousin of the
Senft family, with ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease); Zita Szabo, relative of the Dowlings, rehabbing following multiple strokes;
Campbell Taft, 5-year-old son of a friend of the Schrock’s, dealing with the effects of brain cancer, as he continues
growth hormone therapy; Lorraine Tamas, neighbor of the Leslies, who suffered a stroke; Mike Tavares, friend of the
Deloges, battling side effects of Valley Fever; Shirley Thomas, Jen Deloge’s mom, prayers for strength and healing;
Ruth Tomassetti, former Holy Cross member, living in Florida who has health issues; Andy Turnbull, Scott’s brother, in
remission from leukemia; David Van Wart, Kimberly Atkinson’s dad and Rick Van Wart’s brother, in rehab following a fall;
Ron Vichiola, Michele Van Wart’s father, receiving chemo for esophageal cancer; Craig Wilson, son of friends of the
Deloges, recovering from tongue-cancer surgery; and all those people who asked for prayers and wish to be anonymous.
If your friend or family member is on this list, be sure to keep us updated on his or her progress. When you have prayer
requests, deliver them to Pastor Witschy for prayers during our worship services, and the Shepherds’ Commission will
include the requests in this monthly report.
NOTE: If you would like to be included in our e-mail Prayer Circle, please provide your name and e-mail address to the
church office.
---PAT DELOGE
Shepherds’ Commission

OUT OF THE MOUTH OF…
The falling leaf drops from a Bible
A little boy opened the big family Bible. He was fascinated as he fingered through the old pages.
Suddenly, something fell out of the Bible. He picked up the object and looked at it. What he saw was an
old leaf that had been pressed in between the pages. “Mama, look what I found,” the boy called out.
“What have you got there, dear?” his mother asked.
With astonishment in the young boy’s voice, he answered, “I think it's Adam’s underwear!”
---Submitted by Diane Dietman
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COVENANT-TO-CARE CORNER
The Easter Baskets were beautiful…thank you for supporting this annual project
We extend a big thank you to the people who selected a bunny or egg tag from our Easter Basket poster in March and put
together baskets for the 27 children that are currently in the caseload of Holy Cross’ “adopted” DCF social worker,
Mimose Ulysses Laurenard. Mimose’s active caseload has children in it from 8 months of age up to age 17. The baskets
were so beautifully and creatively arranged, filled with everything from candy and stuffed animals to books,
games and drawing/coloring items. Special thanks to the following families/individuals who donated
baskets: the Anantharaj family, Susan Antoniou, Jim and Kim Atkinson, the Bogen family, Mike and
Sabine Bonnar, the Chirgwin family, Pat and John Deloge, Diane Dietman, Kerry and Karen Geffert,
George Hermes, Valerie and Rich Huydic, Donna and Gary Jackson, Jesse Kravecs, Ingrid and Dieter Leibold, Deb and
Jim Leslie, Andrea Meyer, Craig and Jeannie Mones, Kendra Norman, the Rentz family, the Rodriguez family, Nancy
Sabol, Casey and Callie Sederquest, D.J. Senft, Donna and Dan Senft, Bob and Effie Solaz, the Vaitkus family, and
Michele Van Wart. Your generosity to lovingly help anonymous children who are in need is truly appreciated.
Our next mission to support Mimose and the children she serves is the Placement Pack project, for which we collect a
variety of items that will be put in a duffel bag. A Placement Pack is given to a child upon the unfortunate removal of
him/her from the home due to neglect or abuse; this pack gives the child a few essential items to help him/her in the
transition to a foster home. Watch for our Placement Pack poster in late May!
Yours in Christ,
---CINDY CICCIA and MARY SCHROCK
Covenant to Care Liaisons

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
AT HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN
Join us for a week of crafts, Bible adventures,
stories, music and outdoor fun!

August 11-15, from 9 a.m. to Noon
Grades K-5
(grade entering in Sept. 2014)

Registration ongoing through July 1
(forms are on the narthex table)
Any questions, please leave a message for Kimberly Atkinson
at the church office, 203-268-7555.
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COMMUNITY SUPPER
Serve the Lord by serving the needy a welcome meal; 111 meals served in April
“…do what your hand finds to do, for God is with you.”—1 Samuel 10:7b
April 1 found 28 hands at St. John’s Episcopal Community Supper. Lorraine and Jim Finch graciously agreed to take over
leadership of the day. They shopped and led the cooking, final preps and serving. A new addition to the crew was Bill
Schipul (Zion-Bridgeport) who has been worshiping with us during Lenten Wednesdays. Nancy Sabol and GraceStratford members Diane Schyhor, Maria Nocarro and Anna Schaaf, joined Bill as cooks that day. Anna Mae Berger, Jim
Leslie, Rick and Michele Van Wart arrived early for final preparations. Pastor Witschy and Saviden
and Brendon Semon (Grace-Stratford) arrived in time to serve also. All combined, those hands
worked 27 hours to serve 111 meals!
As you know, Holy Cross is responsible for buying the food, preparing and serving the meal on the
first Tuesday of the month at St. John’s Episcopal. Money collected at our special collection on the
first Sunday of every month is supplemented by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. If you are making out a check, make it
payable to Holy Cross Lutheran with “community supper” on the memo line. The next community supper for which Holy
Cross is responsible for cooking and serving is on Tuesday, May 6. If you can volunteer your time, please put your name
on the sheet found on the narthex table.
---DAVID and MARY ANN SCHILLER

PRAYER CIRCLE
In need of prayer? Make one of the following contacts to begin the e-mail prayer circle
Our Prayer Circle offers an opportunity to unite in prayer with our Holy Cross family beyond our regular
worship services. To request a prayer you may make one of the following contacts:
▪ Between the hours of 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. weekdays, phone or e-mail the church office:
203-268-4555 or holycrss@mindspring.com. Requests received after 2 p.m. (Monday-Friday) will be
circulated on the next business day.
▪ When the office is closed, you may contact Don Meyer by phone, 203-268-2080, or by e-mail
delsmeyer@sbcglobal.net.
---SHEPHERDS’ COMMISSION

Summerfield Food Pantry

Have a
Please Help—Have a Heart!
The donation box is in the narthex
Shopping list: Diapers, baby food for infant and toddler,
baby wipes, bar soap, tissues, toothbrushes, toothpaste
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THANKS A BUNCH!
This column recognizes the gifts of time and talent our church members provide to do God’s work in our church and
community. If you have an item to include in this monthly “thank you” column, please jot it down and put it in the
“newsletter” mailbox.
To David and Mary Ann Schiller for leading another fun “Whist” card game night on March 29.
To Dieter and Ingrid Leibold for donating a new 30-cup coffee maker to replace an old one that recently “died.”
To Donna Bogen for directing the five wonderful soup suppers during Lent.
To Kerry Geffert for serving as the cantor during the Holden Evening Prayer liturgy at the
midweek Lenten services.
To the Holy Cross members who helped with either shopping, cooking or serving at the April 1
Community Supper at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport: Anna Mae Berger, Lorraine and Jim
Finch, Jim Leslie, Nancy Sabol, Michele and Rick Van Wart, and Pastor Witschy.
To Carol Burns for coordinating the orders of special Easter flowers.
To Sabine Bonnar for leading a “paint-your-own Easter card” workshop on April 12. Sabine donated her time, with the
workshop costs going directly to the Share the Hope offering fund.
To Linda Suhr for the volunteer work she does in the church office, with special thanks for her extra help during Holy Week.
To Christy LaSalle for placing the order for the Holy Week Services lawn sign.
To Donna DiLalla for putting together the narthex display case for Lent, Holy Week and Easter.

The Annual Crop Walk for World Hunger will be
held in Bridgeport on May 4 and Holy Cross has
several members participating as walkers.
---A simple fact from our Social Ministry Commission

General Memorial Fund

General Memorial Fund

In memory of Ray Dawkins

In memory of Judith Froehlich

Tillie Jacobs
Clinton and Patricia Peterson
Norine Striegel
Rick and Michele Van Wart

Myrtle Anderson
Tom and Lois Armour
Anita Beer
Joe and Cindy Ciccia
John and Pat Deloge
Rev. James and Nadine Ilten
Norm and Sue Kendt
Diana Kunkel
Dieter and Ingrid Leibold
Clinton and Patricia Peterson
Skip and Gretchen Sather
Lee and Carol Schmidt
Anita Schlaich-Schoch
Karel and Maureen Sheveland
Rick and Michele Van Wart

General Memorial Fund
In memory of Joyce Roman
and Dorothy Schweitzer
Joan P. Meyer

Share the Hope Fund
In memory of Judith Froehlich
Ron and Doris Dietman
Audrey Paray
Dan and Donna Senft
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THE WRITER WITHIN
Polls and surveys tell us a lot, and lately they haven’t been kind to believers
As a skimmer of six daily papers for most of each week, I see many polls, but I only look with the greatest attention at
ones regarding religion and faith. I’ve found that by and large the polls on the religious pulse of this country are pretty
accurate, which, at the least, makes for interesting reading. Within the last year there have been results like this:
We’re more likely to marry outside our faiths than our political parties. A survey of 2,500 people in 2010 found nearly 45
percent of marriages in the decade before were interfaith, which was more than double the 20 percent for couples married
before the 1960s. Regardless of income level, education, and geography, interfaith marriage is on the rise. But it’s not the
same for marriages across political parties. Among all married people, according to another pollster, 36 percent have
interfaith marriages, but only 18 percent have a spouse with a different political affiliation. So the writer of the article infers
that the line between Christian and Jew or Protestant and Catholic “is now a mere shadow of the line between Red
America and Blue America.”
OK, that might not be terribly scary, but here’s something that should at least please Christians. The term “holiday tree”
offends the religious and the secular, and it is felt the term should be “Christmas tree.” Regardless of its origin, the term
“holiday tree” is offensive to Americans. In a story last December, a 2008 Clarus Research Group poll said that eight
in 10 believe “Christmas tree” should be used over “holiday tree.” In an interesting twist, the Urban Dictionary defines a
holiday tree as a “phrase used by folks who feel vaguely guilty about celebrating Christmas, and decide to pretend that
what they are doing is celebrating some ‘universal’ holiday that uses ‘universal holiday’ trees.”
But from there the poll results get discouraging to Christians. A poll that would not have been favorably viewed by
Christians last December revealed that 26 percent of Americans “think Christmas is a cultural, not a religious,
holiday.” Eight of 10 non-Christians were going to celebrate the holiday, but as a cultural event, not a religious one.
Twitter reactions to that ranged from, “Gifts, family, feasts, acts of kindness are all good and fun, but the birth of Chri st is
still the reason for the season,” to “Who cares as long as people enjoy the Christmas season and it brings them joy and
peace?” and “This is a cultural holiday. My agnostic family celebrates it to spend time with family!” On the mark were:
“Stores want it to be cultural because they only think about money,” and “The holiday is sadly better known for presents
and Santa than Jesus Christ and Christianity.”
Getting back to polls, at the beginning of 2014, USA Today surveyed its readers regarding a new poll “that one-third of
Americans don’t believe in human evolution.” The comments they printed formulated an opinion that nonbelievers of
evolution are pretty daft and in a fantasy land, although some remarkss supported God and creation:
“Writer Within,” continues on Page 11
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“Watching how apes move and interact with one another is a clear sign to me of the case for evolution.”
“I believe in evolution, but I believe in Christ as well.”
“The only people who don’t believe in evolution are those who don’t understand it.”
I liked the remark: “What are the chances everything we love, hold, smell, hear, see, want and need ‘evolved’ from the
vacuum of space? Zero.”
Lastly on this topic, a new Harris Poll in December 2013 of 2,250 adults surveyed online between November 13 and 18 said
that Americans’ belief in God, miracles and heaven was declining while belief in the theory of evolution was rising. It
said, “While a strong majority (74 percent) of U.S. adults do believe in God, this belief is in decline when compared to
previous years as just over four in five (82 percent) expressed a belief in God in 2005, 2007 and 2009. Also, while majorities
also believe in miracles (72 percent, down from 79 in 2005), heaven (68 percent, down from 75), that Jesus is God or the
Son of God (68 percent, down from 72), the resurrection of Jesus Christ (65
percent, down from 70), the survival of the soul after death (64 percent, down from
69), the devil, hell (both at 58 percent, down from 62) and the virgin birth (57
percent, down from 60), these are all down from previous Harris Polls.
“Belief in Darwin’s theory of evolution, however, while well below levels recorded for
belief in God, miracles and heaven, is up in comparison to 2005 findings (47
percent, up from 42 percent).” In generational beliefs, older generations tended to
believe in God, miracles, angels and Jesus as the Son of God moreso than younger
ones, while Echo Boomers, Gen Xers, Baby Boomers were more likely to believe in the supernatural and reincarnation than
older groups. Therein lies the rub, as they say. If the younger of us exhibit fewer strong religious beliefs than the older people
they’re following, doesn’t that indicate a continued erosion in the future among the faithful? Reinforcing that erosion is more
surveys: First, right before Easter last month, the American Bible Society did its annual survey that revealed regular reading
of the Bible has remained about 19 percent of American adults since 2011. At the same time, 19 percent are now “skeptical”
of the Bible, up from 10 percent in 2011. The main reason given? Millennials. Young adults ages 18 to 29, according to the
survey, are far less likely to want the Bible to play a bigger role in American life than older adults. It adds: Only 30 percent of
Millennials believe that the Bible has too little influence in society, compared with 50 percent of all adults.
Second, last September, a new study reported in USA Today found that nearly a third of college students are religious
and true believers, nearly a third are spiritual but not religious, and the remaining 28 percent say they could care less. The
research was done by Trinity College in Hartford, best known for its American Religious Identification Survey, by asking
students nationwide a series of questions about their spiritual, political and moral values, ranging from belief in God and
worship attendance to climate change and same-sex
marriage. About 70 percent of the religious students were
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Christian, as were about 43 percent of the spiritual students.
For the most part I found all of these religious surveys to
show danger for the future of the Christian community. A
blasé attitude toward faith by young people is not
encouraging. That feeling might be expected since Millennials
have seen many church scandals in their lifetime. But rather
than come down on the young for not being interested in the
Bible, survey research suggests that religious leaders should
give them a reason to read the Bible, beginning with the fact
that in Genesis it says God created humankind in His image.
The Bible supports all of mankind, male and female, of every
race, and the church should be presented as a welcoming
place rather than exclusionary.
Today’s world emphasizes being sophisticated, with fast-paced
electronics. It’s making the Bible and having faith seem
antiquated. More than ever we need our parents to adhere to
Proverbs 22:6, “Train up a child in the way he should go, and
when he is old he will not depart from it.”
--CLIFF SCHROCK
Holy Cross Word Staff

