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FROM P.E.W. TO PEW
It’s dangerous to be a Christian? Yes, but that’s a good thing!
Peter Hitchens is the younger brother of the late Christopher Hitchens, the well-known atheist and author of the antireligion polemic, God Is Not Great. Unlike Christopher, Peter abandoned his atheistic beliefs, became a Christian, and
joined the Church of England. When asked why he no longer holds the atheistic views he once held, he replied, “I grew up.”
Recently he appeared on an Australian news program with various public figures – liberal and conservative – who were each
asked a number of different questions by members of a live studio audience. One question posed was this: “Which so-called
dangerous idea do you each think would have the greatest potential to change the world for the better if it were implemented?”
Answers ranged from “Population control” to “watch our children less.” In the end, Peter stole the show. His answer was
this: “The most dangerous idea in human history and philosophy remains the belief that Jesus Christ was the son of God
and rose from the dead, and that is the most dangerous idea you will ever encounter.” When asked to elaborate, he
continued, “Because it alters the whole human behavior and all our responsibilities. It turns the universe from a
meaningless chaos into a designed place in which there is justice and there is hope and, therefore, we all have a duty to
discover the nature of that justice and work towards that hope. It alters us all. If we reject it, it
alters us all as well. It is incredibly dangerous. It’s why so many people turn against it.”
Hitchens’ answer raises, I think, a very significant issue. Christianity is in decline in the United
States. The numbers for Holy Cross certainly reflect that trend. The question is: “Why?” Could it
be for the very reason Hitchens gives? Is “the belief that Jesus Christ was the Son of God and rose
from the dead” really so “incredibly dangerous?” Is it why so many people are turning against it?
It’s an interesting proposition. In C.S. Lewis’ The Chronicles of Narnia, one of the heroines, Lucy,
asks who Aslan (the Christ-figure) is. Mrs. Beaver replies: “I tell you he is the King of the wood
and the son of the great Emperor-beyond-the-Sea. Don’t you know who is the King of Beasts?
Aslan is a lion – the Lion, the great Lion.” “Ooh!” said Susan. “I’d thought he was a man. Is he – quite safe? I shall feel
rather nervous about meeting a lion.” “That you will, dearie, and no mistake,” said Mrs. Beaver; “if there’s anyone who can
appear before Aslan without their knees knocking, they’re either braver than most or else just silly.” “Then he isn’t safe?”
said Lucy. “Safe?” said Mr. Beaver; “don’t you hear what Mrs. Beaver tells you? Who said anything about safe? Of
course he isn’t safe. But he is good.”
And what both Hitchens and Lewis have to say rings true. Being a Christian is dangerous, because when a person
embraces Christianity, it does alter behavior and change our responsibilities (or, at least, it should). It turns us inside out.
It causes us to bare our souls, admit our sins, and relinquish selfishness and self-centeredness. We look outward rather
than inward, seeking justice for others and offering them hope. And, if we choose to turn a deaf ear to the Gospel
message, our rejection does not change the demands and expectations placed upon us by a moral God, making the
consequences of such rejection incredibly dangerous. “Of course he isn’t safe…”
“But he is good.” And that is what tempers the danger of the whole matter. Aslan (Jesus) is good. And not only that, he
is “gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.” He rights injustice, he pardons sin, and he
gives eternal hope to all who look to him for newness of life.
This isn’t some peripheral matter, just another one of many aspects of life that include work and leisure, family and
friends. No, it is the central matter – a matter of life and death. And that’s why it is so dangerous. There is no middle
ground; neither is there a place for indifference. It’s just too important. That’s why I hope to…
See You in Worship

Pastor Emil Witschy
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Like us on
Facebook!
Wednesday, January 1 – New Year’s Day…Happy New Year!
(Office Closed)
Tuesday, January 7
5:00 p.m. – Holy Cross serves Community Supper
at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport
Thursday, January 9
7:00 p.m. – Board of Directors’ meeting

Are you on Facebook?
Did you know your church,
Holy Cross Lutheran,
has a Facebook page?
After you “Like” us, you’ll
see postings of upcoming
events, pictures from
events, and other
notifications.

Sunday, January 19
11:45 a.m. – Holy Cross Lutheran Annual Meeting
Saturday, February 1
5:30 p.m. – Chili Cook-Off

THOUGHT OF THE MONTH
Words from Helen Keller
“It gives me a deep, comforting
sense that ‘things seen are
temporal and things unseen are
eternal.’ ”
---Reprinted with permission from
The Newsletter Newsletter © 2013
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MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord
(Matthew 28:18-20). We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one
another, our community and the whole world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of
“making disciples of all nations” through the power of the preaching and teaching the Word of
God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service fellowship according to the
confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III).

NEWSLETTER NOTES
Our next deadline is…
The next issue of The Holy Cross
Word is the February edition. The
deadline for all articles is
Wednesday, January 15. You can
submit articles to
the
newsletter
mailbox,
located
outside the church
office, or send them via e-mail to:
holycrss@mindspring.com.
Unless you have a lengthy article,
we encourage you to use the
“Information Form,” located in a
box on the narthex table. You may
use this form to submit details for
upcoming events, the “We Are
Family” and “Thank You” columns,
and other short items. After filling
it out (please sign your name), put
it in the newsletter mailbox.
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PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL
Our friends are gone, but what we do next honors them and the church
At a time of year when we were already dealing with stressful pre-Christmas schedules and up-and-down emotions, what
were we to make of what happened to the Holy Cross family in early December?
Dorothy Schweitzer…George Jacobs…Joyce Roman. The passing of three familiar, active and, in my mind, venerable
members of our church in just two days’ time of each other provoked a lot of emotions from our membership and the
deceased’s family and friends.
In historical terms, it wasn’t like July 4, 1826, when John Adams and Thomas Jefferson died within five hours of the other,
but for our church body, this was a huge emotional alignment of a type that no one could recall happening before.
In trying to recover from such a shock, we often ask, “What are we to learn from this?” and “What’s the purpose of this?”
When someone passes away, I always think to the type of person they were and the legacy they left behind. In terms of
these three people, the quality level is very high in both areas. The legacy, especially, can be seen in the family members
who came after these three and/or the friends who were affected in a positive way by being around them. I won’t go into
each person, because that could be seen as a slight to other dear
members we lost at Holy Cross this year, including Irving Van Wart,
Ursula Levsen, Walter Dolan and Paul Carlson.
I’d prefer to talk about making sense of these great losses and what we
can learn from them at this time of year, when our stressful preparations
for Christmas and our thoughts of making a renewed start to the New
Year can cause great angst and reflection on our lives, no matter what
stage of life we’re at.
There is great truth to the line that those of us living must go on and continue living as well as we can and continue the
good fight. In that way, we can honor our friends’ legacies of lives well lived and love passed along.
In January, on Sunday the 19th to be exact, we have the church’s annual meeting to conduct. It will take place as soon
as possible after the 10:30 service in the Froehlich Fellowship Hall. I’ll refer back to that in a moment.
But Dorothy, George and Joyce will always be remembered for their active church lives and how they came to church
weekly and were part of the church’s social life. How can we honor them and the others we’ve lost? By staying the
course, remaining faithful to God, and being actively involved in the life of Holy Cross in all aspects. It’s what they would
have wanted, not to wallow and become despondent about our faith in God.
We all have our own legacies we want to leave behind when we’re gone. We want people to remember our great deeds
and what we accomplished. Holy Cross as a church body and entity in the Christian community is no different. We all
need to be part of making the Holy Cross legacy one that is, first of all, pleasing to God, and second, something we
ourselves can be proud of.
As church president, I urge all of you to be a part of your church’s legacy. Being at the annual meeting is part of that
effort. Take pride in your church, don’t leave the work of the church to be done by just a few who are getting worn out by
years of service.
Our departed family members and friends have fought the good fight, with all their might. Can we do nothing less than
follow their footsteps and do the same? Let’s continue to do the work they were part of here at Holy Cross and make sure
we can be proud of the legacies we leave behind.
Legacy, Future, Growth in Christ: Turning Challenges to Triumphs
Rom. 12:11: “Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.”
A healthy and happy New Year to all our members and friends,
In Christ’s service,
---CLIFF SCHROCK
Holy Cross President
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ADULT BIBLE CLASS
Popular Wednesday morning
class to continue in January

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN
ANNUAL MEETING
Sunday, January 19, at 11:45 a.m.

The Fall Wednesday morning Bible Study entitled
Beloved Heroes of the Bible was received with such
enthusiastic participation by
our dozen or so attendees
that we agreed to continue
in January with a companion
study, Incredible Heroes
of the Bible. We will be
studying about Old Testament heroes Deborah,
Job, David, Elijah, Jonah and Esther. We meet at
9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room, beginning
January 15.
---PASTOR WITSCHY

(Inclement weather date:
Sunday, January 26 at 11:45 a.m.)

FINANCIAL NOTES
Offerings update for the month of November
This past November we had the opportunity to pledge our time and talents to the work of Holy Cross in 2014.
Approximately 13 percent of our possible “family units” returned commitment sheets. Those families pledged about 26
percent of the Board’s 2014 proposed income budget from offerings.
At the last Board of Directors meeting the question was asked as to possible reasons for the low
response rate, which was much the same as it was one year ago. (At least we didn’t lose ground.) My
only guess is that today’s church member is less willing to commit to either participation or contribution
in the same manner that previous generations did. So what do we do?
And that was as far as I could write this article. I had multiple responses, but most were negative in tone. And if you
are still reading this article you probably are active. No sense preaching to the choir. But that gave birth to a challenge
to increase awareness – for every HCLC member “family unit” that personally hands me a sheet of paper with your
name and the correctly-spelled name of my son, a $10 contribution will be made to Holy Cross. If your family returned
a pledge in November, the contribution is doubled to $20. Board member families are excluded.
I will do my best to be around on Sundays. Submissions must occur by the Call to Order of the Annual Business Meeting
on January 19, 2014. To be fair, please do not tell others about this challenge; members must read it for themselves. The
point is that we need involved members, and sometimes that means wading through newsletter articles to stay informed.
May God bless our congregation richly in 2014!
2013 Average Weekly Need – $4,755.77
November 2013 Offerings
November 03 - $3,577.05
November 10 - $3,352.73

November 17 - $4,784.09
November 24 - $5,338.46

November Average Weekly Offering October Average Weekly Offering September Average Weekly Offering August Average Weekly Offering July Average Weekly Offering June Average Weekly Offering ---KERRY GEFFERT
Financial Secretary

$4,263.08
$4,020.08
$4,637.47
$3,866.36
$3,761.83
$4,209.87

May Average Weekly Offering April Average Weekly Offering March Average Weekly Offering February Average Weekly Offering January Average Weekly Offering -

$3,923.36
$4,587.06
$4,642.18
$3,529.58
$4,407.08
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INQUIRING MINDS
We inquire, you respond, we’d love your input; read this month’s musical musings
When you think about music it’s amazing to realize how much it is woven into our lives: the car radio is on when you drive
here and there; perhaps you have your alarm clock set to go off to music so you “hear tunes” first thing; being hooked up
to your iPod when exercising; even the dental hygienist can play music of the patient’s choice while getting their teeth
cleaned. And I can’t neglect to mention all the beautiful music that is written for the Church that we sing every Sunday.
There are hundreds of quotes about music, of which we will share a few—
“Music is a higher revelation than all wisdom and philosophy.” – Ludwig van Beethoven
“Music is the universal language of mankind.” – Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, American poet and educator
“Music is forever; music should grow and mature with you, following you right on up until you die.” – Paul Simon,
American singer/songwriter.
While we didn’t receive too many answers for the question of the month—“Who is your favorite musical artist/group of all
time and why?”—it was really fun to see that some new folks participated in this monthly getting-to-know-you column.
Thank you for the 12 answers we did receive, which are listed in alphabetical order by the first name of the respondents:
Andrea Meyer: “Mannheim Steamroller for the Christmas music, but I like Amy Grant a lot, too.”
Billie Skoog: “I like the Italian and Irish Tenors. I like the music that they sing and their voices are beautiful. I can also
understand the words they are singing (that is, when they sing in English).”
Dr. Bob Kravecs: “The Eagles with honorable mention to the Dave Matthews Band.”
Cliff Schrock: “This is a total copout, but I can only say who my favorites—plural—are, but I can
list them in order: Beatles, U2, Eagles, Genesis, Billy Joel, Dan Fogelberg, Hank Williams and
George Jones. And in the case of The Beatles and Genesis, I would also say I really like the band
members’ solo music, too.”
Edith Skoog: “That question is an easy one! Fred Waring and His Pennsylvanians. They go back
a ‘few’ years and probably many of you have never heard of them. Their voices and productions
were so beautiful and the musical arrangements were so mellow and easy to listen to. My very
favorite recording of theirs is their musical arrangement of ‘T’was the Night Before Christmas.’ I
have it on the old 78 vinyl recording and it has not been transferred to CD. I just checked with Amazon and they don’t
have it. I miss listening to it every year.”
Pastor Emil Witschy: “My all-time favorite is Dan Fogelberg. Great melodies, and he had a wonderful way with lyrics.
Unfortunately, Dan died in 2007 at the age of 56 of prostate cancer. He also recorded one of the best Christmas albums
by any ‘pop artist.’ ”
Joelle Schrock: “My favorite musical group is the Dave Matthews Band. They have such an immense passion not only
for their music, but also for their fans. They have a unique sound due to their blend of instruments (not just guitars and
drums…but also a violin, saxophone and trumpet). They have been my favorite band ever since July 2006 when I went
on a trip to Lake George and listened to one of their earlier albums ‘Under the Table and Dreaming.’ Every year since
then I attend as many concerts as my schedule and wallet allow (viewing the shows from every location, ranging from the
lawn to the front row). Each show they put on features a diverse set list as well as different arrangements of the songs, so
no two performances are alike. You can tell just by watching their interactions on stage how much they have fun playing
and love what they do.”
Manfred Schlaich: “For older music it’s Led Zeppelin, because every song’s a hit. Also love the songs of newer Genesis.”
Mary Schrock: “I love music, lots of artists and genres, but hand’s down my favorite is Paul McCartney. From when he
was in The Beatles, to his group McCartney and Wings, to his solo career up to present day, I have always been a fan.
As early as I can remember I loved Paul and his music. I admire him for his song writing, piano playing, guitar playing,
and energetic performing. I love his goofy pop songs, the love songs, his classical music and even the opera he wrote. I
could go on about seeing him in concert five times, reading biographies about him, and following him on his Facebook
page and website. Yes, I’m still a young girl at heart with a crush on the ‘cute Beatle.’ My family will confirm this…that my
passion for Paul and his music sometimes goes a bit overboard!!”
Michele Van Wart: “Pink Floyd.”
Paul Hagberg: “In response to your question regarding my favorite musical group of all time (all time being the key term),
hands down it is the legendary Paul Whiteman. He was the most prolific bandleader in regards to recordings (from 1919
“Inquiring Minds,” continues on page 6
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“Inquiring Minds,” continued from page 5

until into the 1940’s). He nurtured and discovered such talent as Bing Crosby, George Gershwin, Ferdie Grofe, the Dorsey
Brothers, Bix Beiderbecke and on and on. He brought band music to the radio in the early 1930s. He had all the top
arrangers, soloists and vocalists and spawned the careers of hundreds of performers. A quick trip to youtube and the redhot jazz website will show some of his work.”
Rick Van Wart: “The Rolling Stones.”
We haven’t had a food-related question for a while, so our next Question of the Month is: “In your opinion, what restaurant
in our area has the best pizza?” Give us the name of the eating establishment and even which type of pizza at that place
is your favorite, plus what makes the pizza in general so good. Ask your family members and tell us their answers as
well! The answers will appear in the February edition. Answers can be e-mailed to holycrss@mindspring.com or written
on paper and put in the “Newsletter” mailbox (bottom row, far left) no later than Wednesday, January 15.
---CLIFF SCHROCK
Newsletter Managing Editor

\

Chili Cook Off
Saturday, February 1,
from 5:30 to 7 p.m.
Snow date is February 8

Froehlich Fellowship Hall
Suggested donation:
Adults $10.00; Children (ages 6–12) $5.00; Children under 5 free

Tickets go on sale January 5

LOTS OF FUN FOR ALL AGES!
For more information contact Lorraine Finch or Cindy Ciccia
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OUR FLOCK
Christian caring and praying at Holy Cross
This is the Shepherds’ Commission’s “FYI” column letting our members know for whom we have prayed during our recent
worship services. Please continue to remember these people in your prayers.
We remember our members: Gary Jackson; JoAnne Meyer; George Morris; Anita Schoch, with chronic back pain; and
for our homebound members – Ray Dawkins, Emma Fengler and Harvey Pomerenk.
We prayed for our family and friends: Bob Agate, father-in-law of Lydia Struzik’s friend Sandy, recovering from brain
surgery; Sandy Agate, friend of Lydia Struzik, recovering from back surgery; Gail Agria, recovering from cancer surgery;
Hayley Annino, friend of Kathryn Struzik, who has leukemia and recently received a stem-cell transplant;
Ruth Boivie, Rick’s mom, recovering from hip surgery; Bernard Dowling, Greg’s father, as he
recovers from surgery; Susanne Dowling, Greg’s mother, for a speedy recovery of an infection in
her shoulder; Ruth Downing, mother of a dear friend of Michele Van Wart, suffering from a number
of serious ailments; Marti Fischer, cousin of Carol Burns, who is blind and was paralyzed following a
fall; Judie Froehlich; Kathy Gardner, Jim Leslie’s sister, recovering from cancer surgery; Harold
Geffert, Kerry’s father, under treatment for colon cancer; Kay Geffert, Kerry’s mother, suffering from
essential tremors; Amber Jones, friend of the Gefferts, struggling with personal issues; Kathleen
Kassouf, mother of a friend of Kathryn Struzik, who has been diagnosed with lupus; Betty Kessler;
Mary Koch, niece of Ron Froehlich; Joan Meyer, friend of the Dietmans in rehab following knee-replacement surgery;
Kylie Middlemass, Anita Beer’s granddaughter, responding well to various therapies as she works through the difficulties
of autism; and Chris O’Brien, friend of Mary and Otto Atkinson, paralyzed as a result of an accident.
We prayed also for: Luis Rivera, friend of Doris Bernt, who recently had a lung transplant; Lois Sanders, daughter of
Ron and Judie Froehlich, recovering from breast surgery; Joey Senft, cousin of the Senft family, with ALS (Lou Gehrig’s
disease); Mary Shacoski, grandmother of Natalie Benson, who is battling cancer; Terry Sissick, friend of Barbara White,
recovering from eye surgery; Campbell Taft, 5-year-old son of a friend of the Schrocks, dealing with the effects of brain cancer
as he continues growth-hormone therapy; Lorraine Tamas, neighbor of the Leslies, who suffered a stroke; Mike Tavares,
friend of John and Pat Deloge, battling side effects of Valley Fever; Andy Turnbull, Scott’s brother, in remission from leukemia;
David Van Wart, Kimberly Atkinson’s dad and Rick Van Wart’s brother, in rehab following a fall; Ron Vichiola, Michele Van
Wart’s father, receiving chemotherapy for esophageal cancer; Craig Wilson, son of a friend of John and Pat Deloge,
recovering from tongue cancer surgery; and all those who have asked for prayer but wish to remain anonymous.
We also included in our prayers the family and friends of three beloved Holy Cross members who were called home to the
Lord the first week of December: Dorothy Schweitzer, Joyce Roman and George Jacobs.
We prayed, too, for these Holy Cross families whose loved ones were called home to the Lord: the Jackson family upon the
death of Gary’s mother, June Jackson; and Audrey Paray and her family, upon the death of her uncle, Norman Bunting.
If your friend or family member is on this list, be sure to keep us updated on his or her progress. When you have prayer
requests, deliver them to Pastor Witschy for prayers during our worship services, and the Shepherds’ Commission will
include the requests in this monthly report.
NOTE: If you would like to be included in our e-mail Prayer Circle, please provide your name and e-mail address to the
church office.
---WILLIAM MALMSTEDT
Shepherds’ Commission

PRESCHOOL
2014-2015 school year registration begins Jan. 13
Preschool registration begins Monday, January 13, for the 2014-2015 school year. Just as a
reminder, we offer programs for 3- to 5-year-old children, including a Pre-K class. We will
continue to offer both part-day and full-day programs that run during the school year, as well as
the summer. Church members receive a 10-percent discount on monthly tuition. If you are
interested in scheduling a visit and/or registering your child, phone or e-mail me at 203-268-6471,
mglennonhccp@mindspring.com.
---MICHELE GLENNON
Preschool Director
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BREAKFAST AND ARTISTS
Special Saturday in November full of good food, fellowship, special words and comfort
This year’s November 9th Breakfast and Artists program began in February with an e-mail to Lutheran Church Charities
asking if we could arrange a visit from the Comfort Dog ministry. That e-mail led me to Jen Marr and Addie.
When the day arrived we had 108 tickets sold, 10 children and two babysitters. Jen asked if she could bring along
handler Wendy Cole and her Comfort Dog Maggie. She also asked if she could bring a family from Sandy Hook
Elementary – two young girls and their mom. She told me the girls love Addie and they arrived in Team Addie shirts! Our
total attendance for the morning was 125 and two Comfort Dogs!
The decision to change the time to 9:30 allowed
extra time for our guests to browse the Artists and
Crafters. There was quite the buzz of excitement in
the narthex as everyone enjoyed looking and
purchasing the items that were displayed. There
was Photography by Jim Atkinson, Paintings by
Sabine Bonnar, Doris Bernt and Gail Rivera
displayed a variety of knitting and beading while
Myrtle Anderson and the Dorcas Guild had a table of
Knit and Crochet items. There was also beading
and jewelry by Heather Loke, Audrey Paray’s always
popular vintage jewelry and Edith and Bill Skoog’s
quilts, crafts and paintings. Amy Witchy displayed
her quilts, tote bags and Advent calendars.
I was concerned how we would be able to check in
more than 100 people swiftly. My worries were put
quickly to rest as Ashley Gomes and Donna Bogen
checked everyone in.

At left, Comfort Dogs
Addie and Maggie
are trained to give
comfort, but here
they are receiving
love and comfort
from their fans!
Below, guest speaker
Jen Marr speaks
passionately about
her role as Addie’s
handler and the
experiences she has
had over the past year.

Breakfast went off without a hitch with Joe Ciccia and
Dave Schiller as our chefs. The helpful hands of Mary
Ann Schiller, Mary Schrock and Lorraine and Jim Finch plated our
bakery items and filled our buffet tables making sure everything was
ready to be served. Our servers Donna and D.J. Senft, John
Anantharaj and Mary Ann Schiller were all smiles as they smoothly
got our guests through the line.
William Weigle made sure we were all set with the proper
microphones and sound equipment. It was such a treat to have him
play the guitar while everyone ate their breakfast. When breakfast
was over Bill then played and sang two songs, the first by Hank
Williams and the second by the Beatles.
Our “Tech Crew” – Jon Halls, Andrew Struzik and John Anantharaj –
got our new projector up and running as Jen took the podium to speak.
Jen told me that she and Addie had what she called a roadshow
consisting of a 15-minute PowerPoint and a five-minute video. I had
no idea that her roadshow was the story of a woman filled with so
much compassion. Her responsibilities at Sandy Hook Elementary
were to be there when the children got on and off the bus. She was
also there during the school day. Jen spoke of a child who was having trouble going back to school. She asked the child
if he wanted to give Addie her water, which he did. The next day she asked the same thing and again he filled her water
bowl. She then asked if he would like to have the job of making sure Addie had water every day. This simple job helped
the child return to school. Jen also told of her decision to run in the Boston Marathon this year and was a mile from the
finish line when the bombings went off. She was in a state of confusion and also concern for her family that was waiting
for her at the finish line. Her family was not harmed and Jen eventually was reunited with them. This led to Jen taking a
short leave from Sandy Hook and along with Addie turned her attention to the victims of the Boston Marathon Bombings.
“B & A Recap,” continues on Page 9
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“B & A Recap,” continued from Page 8

At the conclusion of the program Addie and Maggie were eager to greet everyone and take pictures with them.
We raised a total of $1,416.00, which included ticket sales, artist contributions and a free-will collection. The money
raised was distributed equally between Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Old Bridge, N.J., and Messiah Lutheran Church,
Lynnfield, Mass., both of whom are in the start-up phase of instituting a Comfort Dog ministry in their congregations.
There were many people who helped make this program successful and not all were mentioned in this report. Please
look at the thank you column (below) for a full list.
To learn more about the K9 Comfort Dog Ministry go to www.lutheranchurchcharities.org and click on the link. Like our
Holy Cross Facebook page and view the Breakfast and Artists photo album.
See everyone at the Fifth Annual Breakfast and Artists in November 2014, and as Jen likes to say HOTWIG…Hold On to
What Is Good.
---CINDY CICCIA

THANKS A BUNCH!
This column recognizes the gifts of time and talent our church members provide to do God’s work in our church. If you
have an item to include in this monthly “thank you” column, please jot it down and put it in the “newsletter” mailbox.
Our first “thank you” was submitted by Cindy Ciccia, who coordinated the Nov. 9 Breakfast and Artists program. While
we thanked Cindy in the December newsletter, we say again, “thank you,” and include her thank you list— John
Anantharaj, Donna Bogen, Joe Ciccia, Jim and Lorraine Finch, Kerry Geffert, Michele Glennon, Ashley Gomes,
Jon Halls, Christy LaSalle, Heather Loke, Marissa Rodriguez, Alexis Rodriguez, Dave and Mary Ann Schiller, Cliff
and Mary Schrock, Donna Senft, D.J. Senft, Bill and Edith Skoog, Andrew Struzik, William Weigle, Pastor and Amy
Witschy and everyone one who brought fruit salads and baked goods.
To Billie and Edith Skoog for putting together the beautiful cornucopia display for the Thanksgiving
Eve service.
To Doris Dietman for taking the food items collected at the Thanksgiving Eve service to the Trumbull
Food Pantry.
To the Holy Cross members who helped with either shopping, cooking or serving at the December 3
Community Supper at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport: Anna Mae Berger, Lorraine and Jim Finch, Jim
Leslie, David and Mary Ann Schiller, Mary Schrock, Michele and Rick Van Wart and Pastor Witschy.
To Cindy Ciccia and Donna DiLalla for keeping our narthex display case current; Cindy decorated it
for Thanksgiving, and Donna did so for the Advent season.
To all those who helped with the church decorating on Dec. 15.
To Katy and George Bomann for coordinating the Gingerbread House-making activity on Dec. 15 while church decorating
was taking place in the sanctuary and for setting up a nice pizza lunch to close out the early afternoon festivities.
To Linda Suhr for her weekly commitment to serve as the church-office volunteer, especially for helping out a couple
more hours the Thursday prior to Christmas week.
To Kerry Geffert for serving as the music leader during the new Holden Evening Prayer liturgy at the midweek Advent services.
To Christy LaSalle for updating the Holy Cross Facebook page with festive cover and profile pictures.
To Donna Bogen for coordinating the midweek Advent soup suppers. But Donna had plenty of help, so thanks to all those
who helped her set up and clean up. And of course, thanks to all those who brought pots of soup and desserts.
To JoAnne Meyer for filling in as our pianist at the late service on Dec. 15 when the snow and ice storm prevented our
music director, Michael, from getting to Trumbull. Thanks also to Mary Ann Schiller, for playing the closing hymn at the
early service that day.
Finally, a special thanks to Roger Burke, our Holy Cross custodian. While keeping our church clean is his job, especially
during the time of year leading up to Christmas, Roger goes above and beyond to make sure our sanctuary, hallways and
bathrooms are extra clean. If you are ever at the church while Roger is working, be sure to give him your heartfelt thanks.
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SOCIAL MINISTRY NEWS AND NOTES
COMMUNITY SUPPER
Serve the Lord by serving the needy a welcome meal
“Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.” (Philippians 2:4)
Anna Mae Berger, Lorraine and Jim Finch, Jim Leslie, Saviden and Brendan Semon, Anna Schaaf, Mary Schrock, Diane
Hintz Schyhor, Michele and Rick Van Wart and Pastor Witschy displayed this Christ-like concern for people who were
hungry on December 3. They cooked, prepared and served for Community Supper recipients in their season of need.
This group was the perfect amount of volunteers who looked after the interests of others and
prepared/served 79 meals.
358 hours—that’s the amount of volunteer hours Holy Cross and Grace Lutheran have worked/donated
for those in need on first Tuesdays in 2013.
As you know, Holy Cross is responsible for buying the food, preparing and serving the meal on the first
Tuesday of the month at St. John’s Episcopal. Money collected at our special collection on the first Sunday of every
month is supplemented by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. If you are making out a check, make it payable to Holy Cross
Lutheran with “community supper” in the memo section. The next community supper for which Holy Cross is responsible
for cooking and serving is on Tuesday, February 4. If you can volunteer your time, please put your name on the sheet
found on the narthex table.
---DAVID and MARY ANN SCHILLER

CHRISTMAS-AT-SEA
Holy Cross efforts make life
brighter for seafarers

The Mission Quilters group
was started by Betty
Kessler many years – and
many quilts – ago. Quilts
were then sent to
Lutheran World Relief.
---A simple fact from our
Social Ministry Commission

Our goal was to have 25 gift satchels for the
Seafarers and International House Port Chaplain to
give to a vessel while docked in New Haven. Not
only did we meet this goal, but we provided extra of
every item. Our gift brought joy to seafarers who
were not home with their families for Christmas.
The satchels filled with Holy Cross donations were delivered to a vessel
in the New Haven port prior to Christmas, and on Christmas Eve or
Christmas Day, when the ship was in the middle of the ocean, the
captain held a celebration, and all the crew opened their satchels.
Thank you to everyone who helped make this such a success!
---CINDY CICCIA
for the Social Ministry Commission

SUMMERFIELD FOOD PANTRY
Help fill the shelves
Cut out this handy list and refer to it when you are shopping and feel so moved
to pick up something extra for the food pantry. Donation boxes are in the narthex.
Baked Beans
Boxed corn bread & muffin mixes
Canned fruit
Canned pasta
Canned spinach
Condiments
Cooking oil
Corned beef hash

Flour
Macaroni & Cheese
Pasta
Rice
Sauce
Shelf-stable, low-fat milk
Soup (canned or instant
Sugar

Tuna
Baby clothes
Baby food
Bar soap
Diapers
Tissues
Toothbrushes
Toothpaste
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COVENANT TO CARE CORNER
26 children in need have an extra reason to smile at Christmas time
Following the services on Sunday, Nov. 24, we presented to you the annual Covenant to Care for Children (CCC) “Giving
Tree,” which included on it ornament tags with the names of 26 children that are in the case load of our congregation’s
adopted DCF social worker, Mimose Ulysses Laurenard. It is so much fun for us every year to see our fellow members
huddled around the tree poster to select a child for whom to purchase a Christmas gift. Your enthusiasm is uplifting!
Thank you, thank you for helping to put smiles on the faces of children and teens that have upheaval in their lives with an
unstable home situation.
Our congregation’s response to help these 26 children is truly unselfish, especially when we are all being pulled in
different directions with our “time and treasures.” Between the gifts and gift-wrapping supplies, approximately $800 worth
of “goods” were donated by our church to children being serviced by this outreach ministry. When Mimose came to pick
up the gifts and as we were loading her van, she expressed her deep gratitude to all of you who help
bring smiles to the kids in her caseload. She said this is one of her favorite things to do – bring the
wrapped gifts to each child at their home or foster home. Mimose shared with us that she was
especially excited to bring the fishing pole and lures to a 13-year-old boy who “all he wants to do is
go fishing and now he will have his own pole,” and the basketball-uniformed Build-A-Bear to a young
teenage girl who loves teddy bears and her passion is playing basketball.
We thank the following people who participated in our Christmas “Giving Tree” project with either buying a gift or donating
bows, tape and tissue paper for wrapping: Kim and Jim Atkinson, Mary and Otto Atkinson, Nicole Benson, Doris Bernt,
the Bogen Family, Bob and Carol Burns, Ingrid and Patsy Cerone, Diane Dietman, Donna DiLalla, Kerry and Karen
Geffert, Paul Hagberg, Jesse and Bob Kravecs, Deb and Jim Leslie, Dieter and Ingrid Leibold, Heather Loke, Christine
Matthews, Andrea Meyer, the Mladsi Family, Craig and Jeannie Mones, Kendra Norman, the Rentz Family, the Rodriguez
Family, Cliff and Mary Schrock, Dan and Donna Senft, and the Struzik Family.
And special thanks to the youth group kids who made Rainbow Loom bracelets for us to give to these kids. All the gift
tags had one or two bracelets attached.
Yours in Christ’s Service,
---CINDY CICCIA & MARY SCHROCK
Covenant-to-Care Liaisons

SUGGESTION FOR THE NEW YEAR
Fill a jar with all your blessings
Need a new tradition to begin the new year? One
way to reflect on your blessings as the days and
months pass is to fill a Blessing
Jar.
Simply find a container
(ideally with a lid) and place it in a
prominent place in your home.
Next to it, set slips of paper and
writing utensils.
Encourage every family member to
jot down one thing they’re grateful
for every day. If you have a large
family, you may need one jar for each person. You
can also use different-colored paper slips for each
family member.
Every week, sit down together and review the many
ways that God is present in your lives.
---Reprinted with permission from
The Newsletter Newsletter, © 2013

WINTER-WEATHER NOTICE
The winter season is here, and we remind you that
occasionally worship services are canceled due to
snowy and/or icy conditions.
THERE WILL ALWAYS BE
A 10:30 a.m. SUNDAY SERVICE.
Before you venture out, look/listen for a possible
cancellation via:
 If you signed up for the “e-mail blast” system, check
your e-mail;
 If you are on Facebook, look for a posting;
 Phone the church at 203-268-7555;
 WICC radio (AM 600);
 www.wicc600.com (navigate to Cancellations in the
left column, go to “Public Org”); or
 WTNH-TV (Channel 8);
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CELEBRATING JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

Jan. 4:
Jan. 6:
Jan. 7:
Jan. 9:
Jan. 12:

Jan. 13:
Jan. 14:
Jan. 16:

Theodore Pollex
Cheryl Conte
JoAnne Meyer
Kimberly Atkinson
Jimmy Boivie
Linda Harris
Caroline Hron Weigle
Charlie Hron Weigle
William Malmstedt
Lynn Turnbull
Christopher Alesevich
Amy Witschy
Susan Antoniou
Lauren Schneider

Jan. 17:
Jan. 18:
Jan. 20:
Jan. 23:
Jan. 25:
Jan. 26:
Jan. 27:
Jan. 29:
Jan. 30:

Emily Struzik
Kathy Boivie
Laura Carroll
Jared Turnbull
John Rosen
Hillary Johnson
Brandon Matthews
Noah Liven
Ron Sjoblom
Emily Hron Weigle
Matt Jackson
Tina Batoh
Karen Geffert

PRAYER CIRCLE
Are you or someone you know in need of prayer?
Our Prayer Circle offers an opportunity to unite in prayer with our Holy Cross family beyond our regular
worship services. To request a prayer you may make one of the following contacts:
▪ Between the hours of 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. weekdays, e-mail or phone the church office:
holycrss@mindspring.com or 203-268-4555. Requests received after 2 p.m. (Monday-Friday) will be
circulated on the next business day.
▪ When the office is closed, you may contact Don Meyer by phone, 203-268-2080, or by e-mail
delsmeyer@sbcglobal.net.
---SHEPHERDS’ COMMISSION

CHURCH CHUCKLES

