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FROM P.E.W. TO PEW
Being in touch with God helps our spirit more than just thinking of Him
The following is an extended quote from C.S. Lewis’ Christian apologetic, Mere Christianity. It says what I would like to
say, only in a much better way. It seemed to me to be very appropriate as the lures of summertime entice us all.
Now, theology is like a map. Merely learning and thinking about the Christian doctrines, if you stop there, is less
real and less exciting than the sort of thing my friend got in the desert [when he felt God’s presence while out
alone under the stars]. Doctrines are not God: they are only a kind of map. But that
map is based on the experience of hundreds of people who really were in touch with
God – experiences compared with which any thrills or pious feelings you and I are
likely to get on our own are very elementary and very confused. And secondly, if you
want to get any further, you must use the map. You see, what happened to that man
in the desert may have been real, and was certainly exciting, but nothing comes of it.
It leads nowhere. There is nothing to do about it. In fact, that is just why a vague
religion – all about feeling God in nature, and so on – is so attractive. It is all thrills
and no work; like watching the waves from the beach. But you will not get to
Newfoundland by studying the Atlantic that way, and you will not get eternal life by simply feeling the presence of
God in flowers or music. Neither will you get anywhere by looking at maps without going to sea. Nor will you be
very safe if you go to sea without a map.
So, will I?
See you in Worship, that is,

Pastor Emil Witschy

PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL
We have a new Music Director coming in August; use the transitional time to your benefit
Even though our new Music Director, Michael Gilbertson, won’t officially start until August 25, I’m going to invoke his
name in this newsletter since it’s a combined July/August issue and September would be too late to make an introduction
of him. Plus, I can make use of what we are going through with him—a transition—to comment on that and how it applies
to our worship lives at Holy Cross.
First, let me provide you with some background on Michael. He is a native of Dubuque, Iowa, and graduated from
Hempstead High School in 2006. In 2010 he graduated from the Juilliard School and Columbia University in New York.
And this past spring he graduated from the Yale School of Music. So those details alone give you a look at his extensive
training. But his resume has plenty of heft: For five years now, he has been the creative force behind “Juilliard in June” in
Dubuque, a charity event that he runs where a handful of Juilliard musicians come and perform to benefit the Northeast
Iowa School of Music, of which Michael is an alum.
Michael brings with him past experience as a substitute organist and music director at Lord of Life Lutheran Church in
Dubuque from 2002-2012. While it is exceedingly special to write about his organ and piano skills, he also is an
accomplished composer. He’s earned five Morton Gould Awards from ASCAP, a Charles Ives Scholarship from the
American Academy of Arts and Letters, and the 2007-2008 Palmer-Dixon Prize, awarded by the Juilliard composition
“President,” continues on Page 3
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WORSHIP REMINDER
Summer Worship schedule
continues through Sept. 1
Tuesday, July 2
5:00 p.m. – Holy Cross serves Community Supper
at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport
Thursday, July 4 – Independence Day (OFFICE AND PRESCHOOL CLOSED)
Thursday, July 11
7:00 p.m. – Board of Directors’ meeting
Tuesday, August 6
5:00 p.m. – Holy Cross serves Community Supper
at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport
Thursday, August 8
7:00 p.m. – Board of Directors’ meeting

Our 9 a.m., one-service worship
schedule for the summer continues
through September 1,
the Sunday of Labor
Day weekend.
Please
remember,
especially during the
summer months – if you are out of
town for the weekend and can’t
make it to church on Sunday, you
can worship on Monday evenings
at 7:00 (with the exception of
Labor Day).

Monday-Friday, August 12-16
9:00 a.m. – Vacation Bible School
Monday, September 2 – Labor Day
(NO WORSHIP SERVICE; OFFICE AND PRESCHOOL CLOSED)
Sunday, September 8
8:00 and 10:30 a.m. – Two-service Worship schedule begins

THOUGHT OF THE MONTH
By British Prime Minister
Winston Churchill (1874-1965)
“Courage is what it takes to stand
up and speak; courage is also
what it takes to sit down and
listen.”
---Reprinted with permission from
The Newsletter Newsletter © 2013
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Worship Services – Sunday: 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.; Monday: 7:00 p.m.
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MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord
(Matthew 28:18-20). We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one
another, our community and the whole world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of
“making disciples of all nations” through the power of the preaching and teaching the Word of
God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service fellowship according to the
confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III).

NEWSLETTER NOTES
Our next deadline is…
Because this is a combined
summer newsletter, the next issue
of The Holy Cross Word is the
September edition.
The deadline for all
articles is Thursday,
August 15. Please
submit articles to
the newsletter mailbox, or
send them
via e-mail to:
holycrss@mindspring.com.
Unless you have a lengthy article,
we encourage you to use the
“Information Form,” located in a
box on the narthex table. You may
use this form to submit details for
upcoming events, the “We Are
Family” and “Thank You” columns,
and other short items.
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faculty for the best student work of the year. And prior to beginning his position with Holy Cross, Michael is spending time on
the faculty of The Walden School in New Hampshire during its five-week camp June 29 to Aug. 4 (for students ages 9 to 18).
There is more I could continue to share from Michael’s resume, but from a human-interest angle, the search committee
found him to be personable, easy to speak with, engaging, and in his training and background he had strong involvement
with the religious community. In his interview he said the church is where he came to music and he’s based his musical
desires on church life. If you were at the May 26 worship service, and got to meet Michael, I’m sure you saw how
engaging he is and how he will be an outgoing person in a key position at our church.
As we transition now to Michael as our Music Director, working with Pastor
Witschy to enhance our worship experience, there is an opportunity for all of us to
do some transitioning of our own. How so, you might ask? Why would a new staff
person affect me in any way?
Well, when a change occurs, it’s beneficial to ask how you can change with it.
For example, if you usually “zone out” or become disengaged during hymns,
convince yourself to become more alive and vibrant, keeping your worship experience strong by singing the hymns.
Michael will have a different style at the organ and piano than our outgoing MD Elina Christova had, which is common
among all musicians. Everyone has their own style. So even though you may be singing the same hymns we always
have, use the opportunity of a new musician to take an enhanced, more involved attitude in worship.
Music enhances our connection to God during worship. I’m confident you will find that Michael will do all that he can to help
you make that connection as strong as possible. Even though he’s a young man, he has an extensive teaching background.
He will help anyone understand music better and how to get into expressing your faith through music as best as you can.
It’s too early to say what all Michael will attempt to do at Holy Cross, he will need time to get his bearings. But I’m
confident of his proactive nature and I hope he finds many of you ready to go on a musical journey with him.
See you at church,
Legacy, Future, Growth in Christ: Turning Challenges to Triumphs
Rom. 12:11: “Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.”
---CLIFF SCHROCK
Holy Cross President

BOOK CLUB
May we suggest for your summer reading…
…a four-book series by No. 1 New York Times bestselling author Richard Paul Evans! The
books, in order, are The Walk, Miles to Go, The Road to Grace and A Step of Faith.
Our next meeting will be in September. Look for more information and a signup sheet on the
narthex table later this summer. Happy reading!
---ASHLEY BALASKA

IN THE MAILBAG
From Covenant to Care for Children
The following letter was received in mid-June by Mary Schrock, one of our Covenant to Care co-liaisons,
in response to the donation of eight twin-size quilts made by the Holy Cross Mission Quilters.
Just wanted you to know that everyone went nuts over those quilts! The little girl in Bridgeport is just
thrilled to have hers and I gave one to a 12-year-old boy too. He was so happy and hugged it like it was
a teddy bear! Adorable! The volunteer that puts things together for us with bedding for children asked me to ask you if
there could be any more coming our way? They are such good quality and so beautiful! She was so happy to package
each one with a new set of sheets for a child’s bed.
---MERAL PREWITT
AASW Program Coordinator Southwestern Region
Covenant to Care for Children
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FINANCIAL NOTES
Update for the month of May shows member offerings are sliding
Frankly, I am concerned still. To repeat a key point from last month's article –
“giving through offerings is at the lowest level since 2009.” Here is total giving
for the first five months for five years:
2009 -$76,813
2010 - $96,584
2011 - $96,511
2012 - $97,731
2013 - $88,998
Many of our members have been dedicated with their giving, remaining true to
their tithe commitments. These members enable Holy Cross to continue its
service to all members, as well as to the greater community. To these
members we express our gratitude.
However, we have too many members who are less dedicated with their joyful
giving, often because these members are less dedicated with their worship
attendance. So while the financial numbers are disturbing, the greater concern
is the regular presence of our membership for the Word and the Sacrament.
If we are to see an improvement in our total contributions, bodies must be in
the pews. In the end the choice is yours - will your Holy Cross membership be
a priority or a convenience? Pray that it is the former for all of our membership.
2013 Average Weekly Need – $4,755.77
May 2013 Offerings
May 05 - $3,310.69
May 12 - $5,150.09

Our Fourth Annual

Breakfast and Artists
Saturday, November 9
A new time:
9:30–11:30 a.m.
Complete details
will be in our
September newsletter,
but we are very
excited to invite you to
come and meet Addie!

May 19 - $3,469.46
May 26 - $3,763.18

May Average – Weekly Offering - $3,923.36
April Average – Weekly Offering - $4,587.06
March Average – Weekly Offering - $4,642.18
February Average – Weekly Offering - $3,529.58
January Average – Weekly Offering - $4,407.08

DISCIPLESHIP COMMISSION

---KERRY GEFFERT
Financial Secretary

Your summer fun
can be had at church, too

EVANGELISM
Being a greeter might just be your way to serve
Can you help?
As a part of our Christian outreach here at Holy Cross, we have a faithful
group of Greeters at our Sunday and special-service worship. As you come
through the doors, you are greeted with a warm smile, a handshake and
“Good morning” or “How are you today?” – a sincere welcome that sets the
tone for our worship together. We’d love to expand our list
of volunteers to the greeter schedule. The commitment is
to arrive 15 minutes prior to start of service, stationing
yourself near the front door and welcoming all who come
for worship. Also, we ask that greeters help visitors by
making them feel comfortable and show and encourage
them to sign our guestbook. If you (and/or your family) are
interested in either becoming a greeter or finding out a few more details,
please e-mail Christy Lasalle: christylas22@att.net or e-mail/phone Donna
DiLalla: djsdilalla@gmail.com / 203-926-0927. Or you may leave a note in the
Evangelism mailbox. If you can help, please contact us by July 30.
---THE EVANGELISM COMMISSION

Well summer is here and that
means barbeques, days at the
beach and time with family. Don’t
forget you have another family –
your Holy Cross Family. Summer
comes and church sometimes gets
put on the back burner. Well, I
would like to see my fellow family
members continue to attend
church in the summer. I would
also like to encourage you to
attend our Annual Picnic in
September, Book Club gatherings,
soup suppers, movie night, etc.
Why not step out and party with
the Holy Cross Family? We are a
fun bunch! And we can always
use volunteers, so why not
consider helping out at one of
these upcoming events.
---DONNA BOGEN
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INQUIRING MINDS
We inquire, you respond; we’d love your input
Our Question of the Month for this newsletter was a seemingly innocuous one: “What is your favorite season of the year, and
what makes it so special to you?” But a somewhat limited response makes me think either the question wasn’t challenging
enough or most of you were stumped and couldn’t make a choice. After all, Vivaldi must not have had a favorite since he
wrote “Four Seasons” and gave them all equal billing. However, some of our readers were able to make a pick and send in
their responses; they’re listed by season, and within each season, in the order in which they were received.
SPRING
Bill Skoog: “Spring. Heaven opens its door to let us all see a jewel of the seasons.”
Carol Burns: “I like spring because the days are getting longer and warmer.”
Bob Burns: “Spring because the beauty of new growth replaces the drab days of winter.”
Mary Schrock: “I’m giving the nod to spring over fall. In my mind, after a long winter, that first sunny day in the mid-50s
sort of feels like it’s nearly 75 degrees. The days get longer, everything turns green, birds are chirping away, and it’s the
start of baseball season!”
SUMMER
Tom Schleier: “My favorite season is summer. You can ride a motorcycle nearly every day. I don’t
mind heat.”
Effie Solaz: “In answering ‘What is your favorite season of the year?’, it would be summer – June
rd
especially. That’s when Robert and I got married—June 3 , it’ll be 63 years. I can’t believe it; it’s
gone by so swiftly.”
FALL
Nicole Benson: “My favorite time of year is FALL! It’s that perfect temperature where it’s still warm
with a slight chill in the air; and the colors on the trees are AMAZING. If you take a drive up Route 8,
you will witness the most beautiful blends of orange and red and deep purple…I just love it!”
Edith Skoog: “My favorite season is fall. The skies and the air are so clear after all the hot, humid weather of summer.
The trees turn to their beautiful rusty colors and the air is crisp and cool. I’m always glad to once again bundle up in my
flannel quilt and wait for winter.”
Pastor Witschy: “Fall—the colors, the cool, crisp air and harvest festivals.”
Cliff Schrock: “I know everyone says things are dying in the fall, but I feel just the opposite. The brisk, clear air makes
me feel alive. It’s just warm enough during the day, nicely cool at night for sleeping. I love the fairs, food and festivities in
the fall. I could do a Led Zeppelin and ‘ramble on,’ but here’s the key point: autumn is universally recognized as the best
golf weather.”
WINTER AND…
Sadly, or predictably, no one picked this season as their favorite. After the blizzard of February 2013, that is no big
surprise! But leave it to Diane (D Squared) Dietman to ignore conventional thinking and come up with her own seasonal
category, a fifth season, if you will:
Diane Dietman: “My favorite season is basketball…NCAA (women and men) March Madness. Need I say anything
more?”
As this article is getting put together on June 14, this day is the opening of the new Superman movie, “Man of Steel.” And
the entertainment headlines on Monday, June 17, tell us that this new movie “crushed the box office” for its first weekend
with more than $128 million in ticket sales.
So this has sparked the idea for our next Question of the Month, “If you could have any super power, what would it be?
And what would you do with it?” Okay, so that’s two questions. Would you want to fly? Or have the ability to talk to
animals? Or create a force field around yourself so that you are safe from all danger?
All answers are welcome and no one will judge you! We are looking forward to receiving all sorts of fascinating answers.
Make this a dinnertime discussion over the next few weeks and send us your response(s) by Thursday, August 15. That’s
right! Because this is a combined July/August edition, you have a six-week period to submit your answer via e-mail to
holycrss@mindspring.com or by writing your answer on a 3-by-5-inch card and putting it in the “Newsletter” mailbox (bottom
row, far left). Make sure to include your name. Answers will appear in our September issue. We look forward to receiving a
lot of clever and thought-provoking answers as we get to know each other through this special-interest column.
---CLIFF SCHROCK
Newsletter Managing Editor
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY
New members received into membership on June 9, expanding the family of God at Holy Cross
The Shepherds’ Commission hosted a New Member Reception on June 9, in honor of two families who joined our Holy
Cross church family. We are happy to welcome Christopher and Erica Carola (Affirmation of Faith) with son
Alexander, who was received into membership through his Baptism this past February; and Shannon Fernous
(Affirmation of Faith) and daughters Adelaide and Victoria, along with Penelope, who was received into membership
through her Baptism also this past February. At the reception these new members were introduced and each family
received a small gift bag. Please continue to make these new members feel welcome as we look forward to laboring
together with them in the Lord!
---THE SHEPHERDS’ COMMISSION
We welcome the Carola Family, at left –
Erica and Christopher,
with 17-month-old son Alexander.
And greetings to the Fernous Family, below –
Shannon and her husband Guy, with their
three daughters, Victoria “Rosie”, age 7;
Penelope, who turns 1 at the beginning of July;
and Adelaide “Addie” who will be 9 in early August.

GRADUATION
Best wishes to those receiving diplomas as they head to higher education
Congratulations to our Holy Cross members who graduated from high school in June! Certainly
each of these young ladies must be looking forward to the next phase of her life with excitement
and anticipation. Listed below are the graduates who filled out the “Graduate Information” form
to let us know of their achievement. Cheers to the Class of 2013!

Kaeleen Boivie
Daughter of Rick and Kathy Boivie, Kaeleen graduated from Masuk High School in Monroe. Kaeleen will attend college
at the University of Connecticut.

Kristen Cerone
Daughter of Patsy and Ingrid Cerone, Alyssa graduated from Trumbull High School. This fall she will begin her college
education at Southern Connecticut State University in New Haven.

Christy Halls
Daughter of Jon and Jenzy Halls, Christy received her high school diploma from Trumbull High School. In the fall Christy
will attend Clemson University in South Carolina, where she plans to study business.

Marissa Rodriguez
Daughter of Ralph and Donna Rodriguez, Marissa graduated from Bunnell High School in Stratford. Marissa will study
nursing at St. Vincent’s College in Bridgeport.
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YOUR BOARD/YOUR TEAM
This member shows how you can find the time to give back to God as a church officer
This is No. 16 in a series of articles that highlights the people serving on your Board of Directors despite already hectic
personal schedules. This month’s Board member is our new Board Secretary Jeannie Mones.
There is a long tale to tell about this month’s Board member, but I’ll give you the Cliff’s Notes version to not be too tedious
because, as you’ll read, the message is best said by Jeannie. However, I’m feeling pretty schmaltzy about having her on the
Board, so I want to do my best to explain how we were able to have her join it. This is Jeannie’s second venture into
involvement with Holy Cross outside of the worship service—she had served with Altar Guild for two years—and how it
happened will hopefully inspire more of you to do the same. Prior to last January’s Annual Meeting election, Jeannie had
been asked to consider running for Board Secretary. It’s a question she had been asked prior in a previous election, but had
declined. This time, she was strongly interested, but because she and her family were
planning on selling their Trumbull home and weren’t sure of where they’d settle, she
wasn’t confident she should commit to it. That’s when the present secretary, Michele
Van Wart, agreed to stay on and we told Jeannie to take care of her affairs and maybe
things would work out at another time.
Well, when the Mones’ resettled in Easton, and Michele agreed to switch to Vice
President, we revisited the idea of Board Secretary with Jeannie, and she felt things
were in order to say “yes.” Here’s where the sentimental nature of the story hits ol’ Cliff because the comment Jeannie
made about feeling ready now to do something for her church (see below) and be a part of it in a nonworship way was just
an awesome decision and the kind of volunteerism Holy Cross needs to see more of. The idea that Jeannie felt now was
the time to make this choice was the Holy Spirit at work. He will do the same for you if you let Him.
Jeannie’s full name is LaJean Lois Mones, but everybody calls her Jeannie, not Jean. She is wife to Craig, and mother to
Dustin and Jordan. Dustin expanded the family when he married Kylie in June 2011. Jeannie calls herself an Iowa
farmer’s daughter and she’s proud of it. Her parents raised four daughters (“no built-in farm hands”) in northeast Iowa
with family and church at the center of their lives. The sisters were all married in a small, rural Missouri-Synod church that
their grandparents and parents were married in. “Church and farming was what we did and we all did it together,” she
said. “Being a steward of the land, God is clearly the head of our household.”
Jeannie’s thought process in becoming an officer of the church is incredibly strong, and I hope it encourages many of you
to see yourself at Holy Cross beyond the worship setting to make it a place of service, too.
Her answer to the question, “What satisfaction do you get from serving your church?” is inspiring: “The satisfaction is
quite simple,” she said. “For years I came to church with my husband and our two boys, watching the same people hold
full-time jobs and raise kids and still find time to serve. I wasn’t ready to make that sacrifice. My husband and I devoted
every minute to raising our sons and always felt that during that time in our life, that was our priority. I hear the way that
sounds, but our sons are grounded and very faith-filled young men and that is important to help young people find their
way in this very tough world that we are all faced with. I guess you could say that was our church work. When I was
asked if I had time to help, it was once again a path that my Savior put before me. I have never done anything like this
before and I now see how much I took for granted and how the church doesn’t run unless people give of themselves. I
am humbled by their dedication and pray that I can be an acceptable servant for my church.”
That, folks, is about as great a witness to helping your church as you’re going to get. Thank you, Jeannie, for your service
and devotion to Holy Cross.
---CLIFF SCHROCK
Board President

WE ARE FAMILY
This column is devoted to family news about Holy Cross members and friends. Please turn in items to
the newsletter box.
Sunday, June 16, was a special day for Cole Dowling and Sheryl John as they were welcomed to the
Lord’s Table to celebrate Holy Communion for the first time. We pray that these young people will remain
faithful to Christ and to His Church, finding joy and strength in His body and blood, the signs of His love
for the world.
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OUR FLOCK
Christian caring and praying at Holy Cross
This is the Shepherds’ Commission's “FYI” column letting our members know for whom we have prayed during our recent
worship services. Please continue to remember these people in your prayers.
We remember our members: Bob Burns, recovering from surgery; Paul Carlson, diagnosed with a blood cancer; Gary
Jackson, hospitalized following heart surgery; Ursula Levsen; Linda Ligouri, undergoing cancer treatment; JoAnne
Meyer; George Morris; Anita Schoch, with chronic back pain; plus our shut-in members – Ray Dawkins, Emma Fengler,
George Jacobs, Harvey Pomerenk and Dorothy Schweitzer.
We prayed for our family and friends: Gail Agria, battling breast cancer; Hayley Annino, friend of Kathryn Struzik,
diagnosed with leukemia; Ruth Boivie, Rick’s mom; Doc DeVed; Judie Froehlich; Harold Geffert, Kerry’s father, under
treatment for colon cancer; Kay Geffert, Kerry’s mother, suffering from essential tremors; Amber Jones, friend of the
Gefferts, struggling with personal issues; Kathy Keich, niece of Mary Atkinson, diagnosed with
cervical cancer; Betty Kessler; Rev. Jim Keurulainen, recovering from a series of heart
catherizations; and Mary Koch, niece of Ron Froehlich, who will have surgery for a cancerous tumor on
her pancreas; Claire Leslie, Jim’s mother; Gerett Mendez, friend of the Mones family, who is
recovering from a massive stroke that occurred in November 2005; Joan Meyer, friend of the
Dietmans and Joyce Roman, in rehab following knee-replacement surgery; Kylie Middlemass, Anita
Beer’s granddaughter, responding well to various therapies as she works through the difficulties of
autism; James Moore, uncle of Greg Dowling, who will have upcoming surgeries for circulatory issues;
Chris O’Brien, friend of Mary and Otto Atkinson, paralyzed as a result of an accident; and Henry Putman, infant son of best
friends of Chris and Jen Deloge, recovering from open-heart surgery due to a congenital heart defect.
We prayed also for: Wilma Ricketson, diagnosed with lung cancer; Luis Rivera, friend of Doris Bernt, on the waiting list
for a lung transplant. Lois Sanders, daughter of Ron and Judie Froehlich, recovering from breast surgery; Joey Senft,
cousin of the Senft family, with ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease); Mike Stachura, friend of the Schrocks, who gives thanks for
successful surgery in which tumors were removed from his kidney; Campbell Taft, 3-year-old son of a friend of the Schrocks,
dealing with the effects of brain cancer; Lorraine Tamas, neighbor of the Leslies, who suffered a stroke; Mike Tavares, friend
of John and Pat Deloge, battling side effects of Valley Fever; Andy Turnbull, Scott’s brother, in remission from leukemia;
David Van Wart, Kimberly Atkinson’s dad and Rick Van Wart’s brother, in rehab following a fall; Ron Vichiola, Michele Van
Wart’s father, receiving chemo for esophageal cancer; and all those who have asked for prayer but wish to remain anonymous.
Lastly, we prayed for the family of Dorothy Litke, Jesse Kravec’s aunt, who was called home to the Lord following a diagnosis
of aggressive lung cancer; the family of Teresa D’Acunto, Donna Senft’s mother, who passed away after being
hospitalized with congestive heart failure; and the family and friends of Suzanne Rocca, a close friend of Donna Senft,
who passed away on June 23.
If your friend or family member is on this list, be sure to keep us updated on his or her progress. When you have prayer
requests, deliver them to Pastor Witschy for prayers during our worship services, and the Shepherds’ Commission will
include the requests in this monthly report.
NOTE: If you would like to be included in our e-mail Prayer Circle, please provide your name and e-mail address to the
church office.
---WILLIAM MALMSTEDT
Shepherds’ Commission

MISSION TRIP
New Hampshire congregation coordinating trip to Moore, Oklahoma
Grace Lutheran Church in Nashua, New Hampshire, will be taking a group of men to Moore,
Oklahoma, to help with disaster relief from the May 20 tornado. We hope that 10 to 15 men will
be able to join us. You do not have to be handy with tools – just have a willing heart to do
anything that is needed. The trip will be from October 4–11. October is only 90 days away, so
please pray about being a part of this team and let me know as soon as you can. You can reach me by e-mail at
Mr.Luna@juno.com or by cell phone at 978-852-8345. If you prefer, you can phone the church at 603-888-7579 or e-mail
the church at adminassistant@gracelutherannashua.org. God bless you all in considering this trip and participating in
helping those who need our help.
---TONY LUNA
Board of World Missions, Grace Lutheran Church, Nashua, NH
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SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMISSION NEWS AND NOTES
FUNDS GO TO ORGANIZATIONS

FOOD PANTRY

Donations made to assist those near and far away

Summerfield food pantry
has many urgent needs

The Social Ministry Commission, on behalf of Holy Cross, recently gave two
donations to help those in need, both locally and abroad.
Thanks to the generous support of our congregation and matching funds from
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, we have made a donation to St. John’s
Community Supper of $1,000. St. John’s will use this money
to help buy supplies and make improvements in their kitchen.
The second oldest of the formal outreach ministries of St.
John’s, the Tuesday night Community Supper was begun in
1983 as one of the first four Community Suppers in
Bridgeport, organized by the Council of Churches of Greater Bridgeport. Over
the last 30 years, St. John’s has fed the hungry who come into its Parish Hall
every Tuesday night, averaging more than 600 meals a month. Assisted by
various other congregations and synagogues, this activity depends upon an
enormous number of volunteers and volunteer hours.
Jesus said, “For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you
gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you
clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to
me.” (Matthew 25.35-36)
Lutheran Malaria Initiative (LMI) was the recipient of a $250 gift. Nearly
750,000 people die each year from this preventable disease. Our donated
monies will help LMI to provide education, treatment and prevention of malaria
in Mali, Uganda, Kenya and Tanzania. For more information go to LMI’s
website: www.lutheranmalaria.org

Summerfield needs everything
including cooking oil, flour, sugar,
tuna, oatmeal, instant hot cereals
®
such as Cream of Wheat and
oatmeal, cold cereals, canned
soups and instant soup mixes,
corned beef hash, canned pastas,
baked beans, pasta,
sauce, mac and
cheese, canned
spinach as well as all
other canned
vegetables, boxed
corn bread and muffin mixes, shelfstable low-fat milk, condiments
(including pickles), canned fruit
and rice. There is a great need for
diapers, baby food, baby clothes,
bar soap, tissues, toothbrushes
and toothpaste. They also still
need clean, gently-used, folded
spring and summer clothes only for
men, women and children.
---MARIE MORRIS

---CINDY CICCIA
Social Ministry Director

COMMUNITY SUPPER
Serve the Lord by serving the needy a welcome meal
“Could I have something to cover the food I receive at second’s time [5:45 p.m.]
because I live on the street?” was the request of one Community Supper
recipient on June 4. One hundred and eleven hungry – but grateful – folks filed
in. Diane Hintz Schyhor (Grace Lutheran-Stratford) joined the
cooks, learning everything from unloading the vehicle, wiping
off counters, making mac and cheese and then stayed to serve
desserts and pass out sugar packets. Lorraine and Jim Finch,
Cindy Ciccia and Barbara White rounded out the cooking
team. Anna Berger and Mary Schrock arrived early to pour
juice and cook broccoli and then were joined by Jim Leslie to serve. Servers
noted that we served two expectant mothers. Does that mean we served 113?
Preparing and serving the meal on the first Tuesday of the month at St. John’s
Episcopal is a mission that falls under Holy Cross’ Social Ministry commission.
Money collected at our special collection on the first Sunday of every month is
supplemented by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. If you are making out a
check, make it payable to Holy Cross Lutheran with “community supper” in the
memo section and put it in the red/white wood box in the back of the
sanctuary. Our next two community suppers are on Tuesdays, July 2 and
August 6. If you can volunteer your time, please put your name on the sheet
found on the narthex table.
---DAVID and MARY ANN SCHILLER

The Trumbull Food
Pantry supplies food
to more than 80
families, and the
Summerfield Food
Pantry distributes
produce, as well as
providing meals using
the fresh vegetables.
---A simple fact from our
Social Ministry Commission
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THANKS A BUNCH!
This column recognizes the gifts of time and talent our church members provide to do God’s work in our church and
community. If you have an item to include in this monthly “thank you” column, please jot it down and put it in the
“newsletter” mailbox.
To all our members who donated brand new teddy bears for the Covenant to Care comfort pack project. Special
thanks to the ladies of the Dorcas Guild and Mission Quilters who made lap blankets and quilts that were wrapped
around the teddy bears. Thank you also to the Mission Quilters who made and donated eight twin-size quilts to
Covenant to Care. As of this writing, one of the quilts has made a new home with a teenage girl who was getting a
bedroom makeover in a new apartment she and her disabled mother had just moved into. See related article on Page 3.
To the Board of Directors for hosting the May 26 coffee fellowship, a special meet-and-greet of our incoming Music
Director, Michael Gilbertson.
To David and Mary Ann Schiller for taking the food and clothing donations to the Summerfield
United Methodist food/clothing pantry at the end of May.
To the Holy Cross members who helped with either shopping, cooking or serving at the June 2
Community Supper at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport: Anna Mae Berger, Cindy Ciccia, Lorraine
and Jim Finch, Jim Leslie, David and Mary Ann Schiller, Mary Schrock and Barbara White.
To Donna DiLalla for putting together a lovely display case tribute to our outgoing Music Director
Elina Christova.
To the Shepherds Commission for hosting the June 9 New Member Reception.
To Linda Suhr for her weekly commitment to serve as the church office volunteer.
To Bill Weigle for transporting his sound equipment to the church and setting it up for the annual outdoor service on June
16. Thanks also to Charlie Hron Weigle for helping his dad with this set-up.
To the Worship Commission for hosting the June 16 coffee fellowship, which was in honor of Elina Christova.
To Donna and David Bogen for coordinating the catered dinner for the Sonrise Singers group that performed at Holy
Cross on June 16.
To the following people who opened their homes to “house” youth and/or chaperones from the Sonrise Singers group on
the evening of June 16: the Ciccia Family, the Geffert Family, Dieter and Ingrid Leibold, Kendra Norman and Pastor
and Amy Witschy.

General Memorial Fund

Building Fund

In memory of Harold Beaudin,
Patricia Peterson’s uncle

In memory of Theresa D’Acunto,
Donna Senft’s mother

Clinton and Patricia Peterson

The Bogen Family

In memory of Theresa D’Acunto,
Donna Senft’s mother

Debt Reduction Fund

John and Patricia Deloge
Tom and Rhonda Deloge
Vincent and Deborah Riccio

In memory of Theresa D’Acunto,
Donna Senft’s mother
The Daniel Senft Family

Preschool Scholarship Fund
In memory of Kelly E. “K.J.” Hubbard, Jr.
Clinton and Patricia Peterson

In memory of Theresa D’Acunto,
Donna Senft’s mother
Christopher and Jennifer Deloge
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GARDEN PROJECT
Local food pantries will welcome your surplus, home-grown vegetables
By now most of the gardens have been planted and possibly some harvesting has taken place. If you have any surplus
vegetables and would like to help by donating fresh vegetables to a local food pantry, here is an updated list for 2013:
Summerfield United Methodist Church: 203-367-8783
110 Clermont Avenue, Bridgeport, CT 06610
Drop off: Monday through Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. (call before making a delivery)
Spooner House: 203-225-0453 (ext. 105)
10 Todd Road, Shelton, CT 06484
Drop off: Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (use side door and ring buzzer)
Sterling House: 203-378-2606
2283 Main Street, Stratford, CT 06615
Drop off: Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. (call before making a delivery)
Trumbull Food Pantry: 203-452-5198
23 Priscilla Place, Trumbull, CT 06611
Drop off: Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (call before making a delivery)
We will be reporting in September the total weight of all vegetables donated by Holy Cross to Harvest Now, http://harvestnow.net. Let me know (203-268-3547) by mid-September how many pounds of vegetables you donated (if you don’t have
a scale, use estimated weight).
Enjoy these informative vegetable facts:
1. Smaller zucchini is much more flavorful than larger zucchini,
2. Refrigerated tomatoes will lose flavor and nutrients – they are best when stored at room temperature.
---JIM FINCH

PRAYER CIRCLE
Make one of the following contacts to initiate a prayer request

▪ Between the hours of 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. weekdays, e-mail or phone the church office: holycrss@mindspring.com or
203-268-4555. Requests received after 2 p.m. (Monday-Friday) will be circulated on the next business day.

▪ When the office is closed, you may contact Don Meyer by phone, 203-268-2080, or by e-mail
delsmeyer@sbcglobal.net.
---SHEPHERDS’ COMMISSION

BULLETINS FROM ABROAD
If you are away from your Holy
Cross family and worship at
another church, be sure to drop off
the service bulletin in the newsletter box. Three
families submitted bulletins over the past month:
Otto and Mary Atkinson, who worshiped at Cheshire
Lutheran-Cheshire.
Bob and Heddy Streich, who spend the colder
months of the year in Florida, brought back bulletins
from their church in Micco, Concordia Lutheran.
Don, JoAnne and Andrea Meyer, who worshiped at
St. Matthew’s Evangelical Lutheran in New Britain,
where JoAnne was guest organist. The Meyers also
traveled to Georgia in early June to visit daughter –
and sister – Pamela and her family, and worshiped at
Resurrection Anglican Church in Woodstock.

CHURCH CHUCKLES
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CELEBRATING JULY BIRTHDAYS
July 1:
July 2:
July 3:
July 5:
July 6:
July 7:
July 8:
July 9:
July 10:
July 13:
July 16:
July 17:
July 18:
July 19:
July 20:

Karli Chirgwin
Colin Burke, Walter Dolan
Pastor Witschy
Armand Lannerd, Allison Mazabras,
Judith Webster
Penelope Fernous, Robert Kravecs, Jr.
Edith Skoog
Justin Fanning
Logan Deloge
July 21:
Karl Dale
July 23:
Ursula Levsen, Jacob Nyitrai
Marie Morris
July 27:
Cindy Ciccia, Gunther Naumann
Grace Ely, Stephanie Liptack,
Amanda Sjoblom
July 29:
Tom Deloge
July 31:
Charlene Hron Weigle,
Lauren Janssen, Jon Testani

William Becker
Joelle Schrock,
Bill Skoog
Lorraine Finch
Keith Janssen
Michele Van Wart
Maggie Bomann
Tillie Jacobs,
John Roman

CELEBRATING AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

August 2:
August 3:
August 4:
August 5:
August 6:
August 8:
August 11:

August 12:
August 13:
August 15:
August 18:
August 19:

James Belasco
Robert Solaz
Ulrich Danne
Ashley Testani
Adelaide Fernous
Rachel Dennerlein
Julia Antoniou
Daisy Benson
Jackie Dale
Wendy Bogle
Kristine Liptack
Peter Harris
Judith Chirgwin
Donna DiLalla
Tim Morris

August 21:
August 23:
August 24:
August 25:
August 26:
August 27:
August 28:

August 30:

August 31:

Tim Benson, Jr.
David Schiller
Karen Rohleder
Natalie Benson
Paul Vaitkus
Jack Baillie
Sami Sederquest
Ashley (Balaska) Gomes
Eric Boivie
Emma Bomann
Liz Alesevich
Carl Mazabras
Gretchen Sather
Debbie Riccio

