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WISMAR’S WISDOM
Dear Members and Friends of Holy Cross,
In our July/August newsletter I invited you to join me on two special journeys taking place here at Holy Cross. The first
of those two journeys is now complete – our journey through what Dr. Martin Luther, in his Small Catechism, calls the Six
Chief Parts of what we believe, teach and confess. It is my prayer that this series has been a great opportunity to review
some of the basics of your faith, for sure. But, more so, that it has been an opportunity to be renewed in GOD'S
GLORIOUS AND GENEROUS GRACE revealed by the power of the Holy Spirit through Holy Scripture – which brings us
to the second journey I mentioned in our last newsletter. This journey will be an eight-month walk together through the
entirety of Scripture. Beginning Sunday, September 6, and continuing until Sunday, May 8, 2016, we will be journeying
together through the incredible plan God has for the world and its people – His eternal love story.
There has been a lot of excitement and interest regarding the announcement of this program, and
many people have asked me what is involved and how they can be a part of this singular
opportunity. Actually, there are going to be many ways for you to be a part of this journey; many
opportunities for spiritual growth. The first and primary step is simply:
 To make sure that you attend worship every Sunday from September 6 to May 15.
That sounds like a long time, but it is going to fly by, as the Bible is an incredible book and we
have so much to cover! Please promise yourself that you will be here for worship every Sunday
so that you don't miss any part of God’s incredible story.
Other growing opportunities will include:
 Weekly Bible study – This will include Sunday-morning Bible study each week at 9:30 a.m., but will also include
Bible studies on Tuesdays at both 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.
 A schedule of daily Bible readings for personal time in the Word – There will be a tri-fold made available to
everyone called “GOD’S PLAN FOR YOU: Your Part in God’s Eternal Love Story” that will have a reading for every
day of the week throughout this journey.
 That reading will complement a daily devotion that I will post on my Pastor’s Blog on our new church website:
www.holycrosstrumbull.org.
 Along with this daily devotion there will be a daily prayer, which will be posted on the website/blog, sent as an email
and also go out as a recording to people’s phones each day, should they elect to receive it.
As you can see there are all sorts of ways in which you can plug into this program and get so much out of our journey
through Scripture together. It is my hope that you will take full advantage of the opportunities made available to you
through this series.
Is also my hope that you would use this as an opportunity to invite friends, loved ones, family members, lapsed members,
anyone and everyone to church with you to be a part of this outstanding opportunity. Over the past month or so, there has
been a flyer available in the back of our sanctuary further outlining and describing the scope of this program. Please take
as many as you would like and use them as invitations. Also, the information is available on our new website
(www.holycrosstrumbull.org) under the section called “Pastor’s Blog.” Please direct people there as well. I look forward to
seeing you in worship, in Bible class, in daily devotion and daily prayer. May God grant you a year of great spiritual
growth! See you in worship!
In Christ,

Pastor Wismar
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Tuesday, September 1
5:00 p.m. –
Holy Cross serves Community Supper at St. John’s Episcopal-Bpt.

For Our Readers:
The Holy Cross Word
is best viewed in its
full-color format
at the church website,
holycrosstrumbull.org

Wednesday, September 2
7:00 p.m. –
Preschool Parent Orientation
Sunday, September 6
10:30 a.m. – Sunday School Meet & Greet; Parent/Adult Bible Class Orientation
Monday, September 7 – Labor Day
(NO WORSHIP SERVICE; OFFICE AND PRESCHOOL CLOSED)
Tuesday, September 8
10:00 a.m. – Bible Class: “God’s Master Plan”
7:00 p.m. –
Bible Class: “God’s Master Plan”
Thursday, September 10
7:00 p.m. –
Board of Directors’ meeting

Like
Holy Cross
on Facebook!
After you “Like” us, you’ll
see postings of upcoming
events, pictures from events
and other notices.

Sunday, September 13
8:00 and 10:30 a.m. – Two-service Worship schedule begins
Monday, September 14
7:00 p.m. –
Monday evening weekly services resume
7:45 p.m. –
Holy Cross Choir rehearsals resume
Sunday, September 20
11:45 a.m. – ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC, immediately following the late service
Saturday, September 26
5:30 p.m. –
Pasta Dinner—proceeds benefit the Parsonage Improvement Fund
Friday and Saturday, October 2-3
Lifetouch Photography at Holy Cross for pictorial directory family photo sessions

TRY TO FIX, NOT NIX
Words from American
industrialist Henry Ford
“Don’t find fault. Find a remedy.”
---Reprinted with permission from
The Newsletter Newsletter © 2015

Saturday, November 7
9:30 a.m. –
Sixth Annual Breakfast and Artists

NEWSLETTER NOTES

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH—LC-MS
5995 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611
Pastor’s Study Phone: 203-268-7555; Pastor’s E-mail: pastor@holycrosstrumbull.com
Office Phone: 203-268-4555; Church Office E-mail: office@holycrosstrumbull.com
Website: www.holycrosstrumbull.org
Christian Preschool Phone: 203-268-6471 E-mail: preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com
Worship Services –

 Sunday, Sept. 6: 9:00 a.m.

 Two-Service Schedule resumes Sunday, Sept. 13,
with services at 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.
 Monday, 7:00 p.m. service resumes Sept. 14
PASTOR: Eric A. Wismar
MUSIC DIRECTOR: Michael J. Gilbertson
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ PRESIDENT: Kerry Geffert
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ VICE-PRESIDENT: Michele Van Wart
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ SECRETARY: Jeannie Mones
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ TREASURER: Greg Dowling
NEWSLETTER MANAGING EDITOR: Cliff Schrock
NEWSLETTER PRODUCTION: Mary Schrock

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord
(Matthew 28:18-20). We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one
another, our community and the whole world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of
“making disciples of all nations” through the power of the preaching and teaching the Word of
God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service fellowship according to the
confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III).

Our next deadline is…
The next issue of The Holy Cross
Word is the October edition. The
deadline for articles
is Tuesday
September 15.
Please turn
in your article(s)
to the newsletter
mailbox, located outside the church
office, or send them via e-mail to:
office@holycrosstrumbull.com.
Unless you have a lengthy article,
we encourage you to use the
“Information Form,” located in a
box on the narthex table. You may
use this form to submit details for
upcoming events, the “We Are
Family” and “Thank You” columns,
and other short items. After filling
it out (please sign your name), put
it in the newsletter mailbox.
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PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL
Reasons for membership unify and strengthen us with our church
I have membership in several airline frequent flyer programs. Over a long, long time I accumulated enough points for a
free flight. Membership in the programs costs me nothing and can lead to benefits.
So then why are people members of a church congregation? There are no points for frequent attendance. There’s not
even a guarantee of eternal salvation just by virtue of being a member on paper. I guess there is the supposed “marry
and bury” benefit – the belief that members have a place to be married and a place for a funeral. But no
preferential seating in the pew of your choice, no extra cup of coffee, not even a membership card to
show others. We don’t even require periodic attendance to maintain membership (though we may
inquire into your interest in staying a member).
So why be a member? I know what the importance of membership has meant for my family and me: the
sense of belonging, the support of fellowship and theology, the feeling of responsibility for the welfare of
members, programs and facilities. Do those “benefits” translate for someone who attends only at
Christmas and Easter, or even less frequently? I really don’t know. If you have ideas, please let me
know; perhaps your congregational leadership can then find ways to improve upon those reasons to
strengthen our entire membership and increase members’ involvement.
There is a reason for this topic now. We have two big opportunities for our members to strengthen their connection to
Holy Cross. One is the pictorial directory with pictures being taken on October 2 and 3. If you have family members –
immediate or extended – lax in their attendance (you know who they are), this is their opportunity to benefit from
membership. But even better is the thematic program Pastor Wismar has laid out for the next nine months. This unifying
program will lay a foundation for Holy Cross’ future. So if you plan to be part of Holy Cross’ future, start by being part of
our present. The benefits of your membership are there for your taking.
In His Service,
---KERRY GEFFERT
Holy Cross President

SUNDAY SCHOOL
2015-16 Christian Education year begins following Worship on Sept. 6 with a “meet ‘n’ greet”
Please join us for another exciting adventure in Sunday School this year! We will be using the church-wide program titled:
“According to Plan.” Through Bible Study, music and activities, students will journey through the Bible on the path to
discovering God’s marvelous plan for their lives. The stories that are presented to the children and youth
each week will coordinate with the readings during the Sunday services and with the Adult Bible Class.
Take note that Sunday School begins a week earlier than in previous years—on Sunday, September 6,
following the 9 a.m. service, with our first annual adult and student “meet ‘n’ greet!” It’s Sunday School
for the entire family and we really look forward to seeing our returning families as well as welcoming
new families to our Sunday School program.
If you have children between age 3 and grade 12, please fill out a registration form between now and early September.
Registration forms are located on the narthex table. If you are not able to be at Worship you can access this form via the
Holy Cross website (www.holycrosstrumbull.org – navigate to the “Grow With Us” banner and scroll down to “Growing
Opportunities” to locate the Sunday School description). If you have questions please speak with me (203-924-2883).
---KIMBERLY ATKINSON

WORSHIP REMINDERS
Our Two-Service Sunday Worship Schedule

Resumes September 13 with Services at 8 and 10:30 a.m.
Our Weekly Monday Evening Worship Schedule Resumes September 14, with Service
at 7:00. Holy Communion Will Be Celebrated on the Third Monday of the Month.
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PLEASE TAKE NOTE OF THIS NEW CONTACT INFORMATION AT HOLY CROSS
PASTOR WISMAR:

203-268-7555 (Pastor’s Study); pastor@holycrosstrumbull.com
203-240-7906 (cell phone via call or text may be used regarding any urgent matters)

CHURCH OFFICE:

203-268-4555 (office phone); office@holycrosstrumbull.com
Mary Schrock—Office Administrator

PRESCHOOL:

203-268-6471 (Preschool office phone); preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com
Michele Glennon—Preschool Director

Visit the Holy Cross website—www.holycrosstrumbull.org— and see the great changes we have made.



















DISCIPLESHIP COMMISSION
Annual picnic kicks off another stretch of fun events for members this fall
I hope everyone has been enjoying their summer. It has been great to see so many of you enjoying coffee hour after service.
Well let’s continue that with some fun in the sun at our
Annual Holy Cross Church Picnic!
When: Sunday, September 20
Time: Immediately following the second service
Where: Down below, on our back field, in front of the parsonage
Come – bring your appetite, and a salad or dessert to share. Tickets will be on sale beginning Sunday, August 30: $5 per
individual, with a maximum of $20 per family.
Other commission notes:
 For all those heading to college, whether you are commuting or living on campus, please e-mail me at
pasnaab@yahoo.com to give me your mailing address. We want to send you our caring thoughts and care packages
of goodies.
 Upcoming events to look for—bowling, coffee house evening/singing songs around the camp fire, and our annual
Advent soup suppers.
---DONNA BOGEN

SPECIAL THANK YOU FROM THE WISMAR FAMILY!
Thank you to everyone for all your help with our move to
our new home this summer. It was so wonderful to be
received by so many of you on moving day itself!

A special thank you to the people involved in the welcome
committee and for their wonderful house-warming gifts,
each with a special hand-written message. We treasure each
word of them and we thank all the congregation for your
earnest prayer, kind words and the hard work for making
this transition memorable and a blessing!
Love in Christ,

Pastor, Miharu, Jorge, Kai, Luke and Mia
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COMMUNITY SUPPER
Serve the Lord by serving
the needy a welcome meal
“Whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of
all.” — Galatians 6:10.
July and August revealed many
volunteers serving the Lord and
working for the good of others at
the monthly St. John’s Episcopal
Community Supper. Lorraine and
Jim Finch graciously agreed to
take over leadership of the July
supper. They shopped, led the
cooking, final preps and serving –
an all-day commitment. In both
July and August
100-plus
meals
were
served.
Those working for
the “good of all”
as our summer
volunteers were: Anna Mae
Berger, Cindy Ciccia, Sherry Duff,
Peggy Fernandes, Lorraine and
Jim Finch, Kerry Geffert, Helen
Harper, George Hermes, Jim
Leslie, Maria Nocarro, Alexis
Rodriguez, Marissa Rodriguez,
Jennifer Roscoe, Nancy Sabol,
William Schipul, Mary Schrock,
Diane Hintz Schyhol, Brendon,
Saviden and Gustave Semon,
Barbara White, and Pastor and
Miharu Wismar.
Holy Cross is responsible for
buying the food, preparing and
serving the meal on the first
Tuesday of the month at St. John’s
Episcopal. The next community
supper for which Holy Cross is
responsible for cooking and serving
is on Tuesday, September 1. A
sign-up sheet is on the narthex
table for volunteers to indicate if
they will prepare/cook or serve.
---DAVID and MARY ANN SCHILLER

PASTA DINNER
Saturday, September 26
5:30 to 7:00 p.m.
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
Froehlich Fellowship Hall
Our menu will be Pasta served with
Marinara and Meatballs, Salad,
Bread, Dessert and Beverage
Adults--$10;

Children (ages 6 to 12)--$5;

Children 5 & under--free;

Maximum $30 per family

This event will benefit the parsonage improvement fund.

Everyone is Welcome!
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COVENANT TO CARE CORNER
29 backpacks filled with school supplies given to social worker for her caseload of kids
Coordinating this year’s back-to-school project for Covenant to Care for Children was especially fun this year. And I say
that for two reasons: First, because of the blessings that all our members give to disadvantaged children in our
surrounding community in the form of donated backpacks and assorted school supplies; and second, because of the
enthusiastic team of four that worked with me to sort the donations and fill the backpacks.
In late-June Holy Cross’ adopted DCF social worker Mimose Ulysses-Laurenard gave me her current caseload, which had
21 school-aged children on it. Between early July and early August her caseload had grown to 27. Filling 27 backpacks
instead of 21 was no obstacle, however! Between the overwhelming support of all of you who made donations of
backpacks and bags/boxes of supplies, and those who gave financial gifts earmarked for this project, the goal was met.
Holy Cross was even able to give Mimose two extra filled backpacks and two boxes of assorted school supplies. Mimose
is certainly happy to get these extra backpacks (and supplies) as she will have them in the unfortunate event that more
children are added to her caseload at the beginning of this school year.
To supplement this project, I applied for and was approved for a Thrivent
Financial Action Team. Setting up this Action Team was easy and well
worth it. As a Thrivent Financial member I was able to fill out a simple
online application describing this outreach project. Once approved,
Thrivent sent me T-shirts, stickers for the backpack name tags and a
$250 Visa gift card, which was used to purchase the school supplies that
we were running short on. Special thanks to the four people who worked
with me to fill the backpacks on Aug. 11: Gail Rice, Jenn Rentz, Emily
Rentz and Ethan Rentz. We are in the adjacent photo behind the table
full of school supplies and had a great time.
In closing, I must say that you are all amazing! An estimate of the in-total
donation of all backpacks and school supplies is just over $1,600. The
front of the Thrivent T-shirts that we are wearing in the picture says “Live
Generously.” You certainly did that, and I hope it makes you feel happy
to have supported the children in Mimose’s caseload. You are helping to
give these children a good start to the 2015-16 school year, with a bit of extra love and self-assurance as they enter their
classrooms. Starting the school year can be overwhelming to children, with new teachers, new friends and sometimes
even a new school. But for kids that are in the DCF system, wondering where they will get paper, pens or pencils, a
pocket folder or binder and composition notebooks can be added stress. Thank you for supporting this project.
Yours in Christ,
---MARY SCHROCK
Covenant to Care for Children Liaison

SEAFARERS AND INTERNATIONAL HOUSE
Christmas-at-Sea project kicks off October 4!
Look for the poster in the narthex and help us fill 25 satchels with a sweatshirt, three pairs of socks, T-shirt, winter cap, can of
nuts or chocolate bar and a Christmas card from you. Our satchels will be delivered to a vessel in New Haven or New London.
Seafarers and International House is a Lutheran mission for seafarers and sojourners, seeking to
nurture the human spirit and foster human dignity. Nearly all of us ashore look forward to
Christmas with family and friends. For nearly all seafarers, Christmas will be a lonely day in the
middle of an ocean, without family or friends.
You could bring a little joy to these seafarers by filling Christmas-at-Sea satchels with gifts for our
port chaplains to deliver to them before their merchant ships head out to sea in December.
The joy your Christmas-at-Sea satchel brings to a seafarer will be matched by your own joy of the
true meaning of Christmas.
Please help us spread Christmas joy and God’s love to the men and women who work on merchant ships. For more
information go to www.sihnyc.org and click on Christmas-at-Sea.
---CINDY CICCIA
Social Ministry Commission
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Sixth Annual

Saturday, November 7, from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Guest Speaker: Jen Marr and Club Comfort
Special Guests!
Open to the public with a suggested donation of $10. Tickets will go on sale
October 17. For advance tickets, to reserve a table, or for more information,
contact Cindy Ciccia at 203-395-3404 or CLC717@gmail.com
Calling all artists! Contact Edith Skoog if you would like to show your talents.

THANKS A BUNCH!
This column recognizes the gifts of time and talent our church members provide to do God’s work in our church and
community. If you have an item to include in this monthly “thank you” column, please jot it down and put it in the
“newsletter” mailbox.
Getting the Wismar Family ready to move into the parsonage was a lot of work, and quite a few folks spent many hours –
lots of time and talents – to help. Thanks to Dan Senft for all the work he did to coordinate the parsonage renovations
and move. Kudos to Donna DiLalla and Donna Senft for their interior-design expertise. To Mary Schrock for her
administrative help. And special thanks to the following people who helped to move the Wismar’s belongings into the
parsonage: Kerry Geffert, Anna Mae Berger, Don Meyer, Gary Jackson, Bob Burns, Jesse Kravecs, Charlene
Hron, Caroline Hron Weigle, Rick Van Wart, Donna DiLalla, Jon Halls, Jim Finch, Kimberly Atkinson, Jim
Atkinson, Sherry Duff, and Marty Schiavone.
To John Selk for providing labor at no charge to landscape the property around the parsonage. Thanks
also to John for cleaning and replacing the gutter at the parsonage and for spreading the new mulch that
was delivered for the preschool playground.
To Lorraine and Jim Finch for providing fresh flowers from their garden each week for the Sunday Altar
arrangements.
To the Holy Cross members who helped with either shopping, cooking or serving at the July 7 and/or August 4
Community Suppers at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport: Anna Mae Berger, Cindy Ciccia, Sherry Duff, Lorraine and
Jim Finch, Kerry Geffert, George Hermes, Jim Leslie, Alexis Rodriguez, Marissa Rodriguez, Jennifer Roscoe,
Nancy Sabol, David and Mary Ann Schiller, Mary Schrock, Barbara White and Pastor and Miharu Wismar
To Jim and Kimberly Atkinson for the incredible job they did cleaning and organizing the Sunday School rooms in the
basement. Going along with this, we give a special thank you to the Messerschmitt Family for its donation of shelving
units for the Education Office in the basement. It’s never been so organized!
“Thank You column,” continues on Page 8
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“Thank You column,” continued from Page 7

To Linda Suhr for continuing to serve as the volunteer in the church office.
To Gail Rice, Jenn Rentz, Emily Rentz and Ethan Rentz for working with Mary Schrock to sort school supplies and fill
the backpacks for the Covenant to Care for Children Back-to-School project. Extra special thanks to all our members
who donated brand-new backpacks and school supplies for this yearly Social Ministry project.
To Kimberly Atkinson for coordinating this year’s Vacation Bible School (VBS) program, “Mt. Everest.” Thanks also to
all those who helped with VBS. The VBS wrap-up article has the complete thank-you list. See Pages 9 and 10.

OUR FLOCK
Christian caring and praying at Holy Cross
This is the Shepherds’ Commission’s “FYI” column letting our members know for whom we have prayed during our recent
worship services. Please continue to remember these people in your prayers.
We remember our members: Anita Beer, who broke her hip and is recovering from surgery—prayers for a healthy
recovery; Carol Burns, going through physical therapy following hip-replacement surgery; Ron Dietman, recovering from
a minor surgical procedure; Gary Jackson, recovering from a mild stroke; JoAnne Meyer; Tim Morris, for continued
healing as he recovers from sinus surgery; Barbara Schneider—for a complete recovery from her recent surgery; Anita
Schoch, recovering from heart-valve replacement surgery; Bob Solaz; Cole Veteri, recovering from surgery to remove
his tonsils and adenoids; the homebound – Emma Fengler, Harvey Pomerenk and Kay Dubin.
We prayed for our family and friends: Amy Alfano, daughter of a friend of Audrey Paray, who has
stage 3 ovarian cancer; Robert Butler, Laura Dowling’s father, hospitalized and going through tests;
Linda Desabella, friend of Patty Peterson, battling cancer; Dorothy DeVed, former Holy Cross
member, for healing following a fall in which she injured her knee; Marti Fischer, cousin of Carol Burns,
who is blind and paralyzed; Kathy Gardner, Jim Leslie’s sister, recovering from cancer surgery; Kay
Geffert, Kerry’s mother, who fell and broke her hip and is recovering from surgery; Walter Geffert,
brother of Nancy Sabol, recovering from colon surgery; Abby Haggerty, student at Christian Heritage
School, for healing from another brain bleed; Cindy Keegan, a teacher at Christian Heritage School,
going through chemo to treat pancreatic cancer, prayers of thanksgiving that tests have shown that the chemo is working
to shrink the tumors; Ramona Kondracki, wife of a co-worker of Jim Leslie, who has begun chemotherapy for cancer in
her sinus cavity; Ellen Magnotta, friend of Otto and Mary Atkinson; Jean Matthews, Chris Matthews’ mother-in-law,
following open-heart surgery; Joan Meyer, friend of the Dietmans, in rehab following knee-replacement surgery.
During the past two months, we also prayed for: Kylie Middlemass, Anita Beer’s granddaughter, responding well to
various therapies as she works through the difficulties of autism; Gertrude Moran, friend of Anita Schoch, going through
treatments for lymphoma; Patrick Murphy, Pat Peterson’s brother, diagnosed with liver cancer and recovering from
surgery; Chris O’Brien, friend of Mary and Otto Atkinson, paralyzed as a result of an accident; Joseph Parker, Julianne
Nyitrai’s father, who underwent triple-bypass surgery; Max Pizzolato, for healing; Luis Rivera, friend of Doris Bernt, who
had a lung transplant; Sharon Robinson, daughter of Anita Beer, going through treatment for breast cancer; Dagmar
Rosenberg, Ingrid Leibold’s sister, who has had a relapse of pancreatic cancer and is undergoing more chemotherapy;
Joey Senft, cousin of the Senft family, with ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease); David Sochacki, friend of Nancy and Jerry
Sabol, following brain surgery; Mike Stachura, friend of the Schrocks, with a relapse of kidney cancer, for effective
radiation treatment to eliminate tumors and cancer cells; Lorraine Tamas, neighbor of the Leslies, who suffered a stroke;
Andy Turnbull, Scott’s brother, in remission from leukemia; JoLynn Van Wart, Kimberly Atkinson’s mother; Craig
Wilson, son of a friend of John and Pat Deloge, recovering from tongue cancer surgery.
Other prayers between early June to mid-August were for: Protection for all those serving in the military, including
Michael Collins, Ryan Rubega, Ben Milositz, and Timothy Benson Jr.; a prayer of thanksgiving upon the birth of
Dylan Claire Senft, daughter of Tim and Sarah Senft; travel safety for Mike and Sabine Bonnar, in San Diego for their
granddaughter’s baptism; Abby Haggerty, student at Christian Heritage School, who was rushed to Yale-New Haven
Hospital with another brain bleed.
If your friend/family member is on this list, keep us updated on his/her progress. When you have a prayer request to be
included in our worship services, e-mail the church office at office@holycrosstrumbull.com or call 203-268-4555 between the
hours of 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. weekdays. The Shepherds’ Commission will also include the requests in this monthly report. If you
would like to be included in our e-mail Prayer Circle, please provide your name and e-mail address to the church office.
---GARY MESSERSCHMITT
Shepherd’s Commission
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Children conquer Everest, discover God’s love and power on a weekly adventure in early August
From August 10 to the 14th, Holy Cross hosted an Everest adventure! This year’s Vacation Bible School program
consisted of a staff of 37 and an enrollment of 48 students. We had five Bible buddies to lead us each day in our Bible
stories, themes, and verses! That coupled with five fantastic stations to rotate through, taught us our
VBS theme: Conquering Challenges with God’s Mighty Power!
Each day, students came together for an opening where we collected the mission offering, heard the
daily story and prayed. On Monday, we learned from Klymer the Snow Leopard that God has the
power to provide; 1 Kings 17 showed us how God provided for Elijah and that He provides for us, too.
Tuesday, we learned from Cliff the Marmot that God has the power to comfort; 1 Kings 19 showed us
how God spoke to Elijah and comforted him, just like God comforts us. On Wednesday, we learned
from Mallory the Bar-Headed Goose that God has the power to heal; 2 Kings 5 showed us how God
healed Naaman and He heals us too. Thursday, we learned from Pike the Markhor that God has the power to forgive; the
Gospel of Luke showed us how Jesus died on the cross to take away all of our sins, forgiving us all. We wrapped up the
week on Friday learning from Yeddy the Himalayan Brown Bear that God has the power to love us forever; the Gospel of
John showed us that Jesus promises us an eternal home. Following Jesus is following the right path to heaven!
After the opening, the students broke into age groups to rotate through our five stations: Crafts, Imagination/Science,
Music, Snack Break and Outdoor play. In crafts, they made exciting projects such as “Your Sins are Forgiven” crosses
and “Comfort Hugs,” to name a few. In the Imagination/Science Station, students blew never-ending bubbles and shot off
rockets, among other activities.
In music, the students
practiced many songs for our closing program, which were
accompanied by sign language. In the snack-break station,
students watched video clips about real families who needed
God and saw, first-hand, how God provided for them. Finally,
in outdoor play, students expended their energy via organized
games and parachute play. The kids enjoyed a fantastic fivestation-switch every day!
Following their stations, students returned to the sanctuary for the
closing each day. Here they reviewed their daily Bible verse, saw
how their mission offerings grew, and prayed together. The
greatest part of the closing was when the mission chart was
revealed! Our mountain climber climbed higher and higher on the
mountain with each passing day! The excitement that these kids
showed about raising money for a good cause was truly humbling.
This year’s mission helped educate families and provide grain
packages that reduce bug infestation. A beautiful closing program
of student songs, daily recaps and a blessing
by Pastor closed out a lovely week. And of
course our favorite tradition…the ice cream
truck rounded out a great week!
“VBS,” continues on page 10
Our VBS friends had a lot of fun together –
using their imaginations, making crafts and
playing games, all while discovering God’s love.
In the top picture the Grade 2 students blow
“never-ending” bubbles in science station…the
soft/delicate bubbles reminded the children that
soft things are comforting. At far left VBS
helper Jorge Wismar watches Jacob Nyitrai
complete the obstacle course in the outdoor
station. The obstacle course was a reminder

that God overcomes all obstacles. At immediate

left, that’s Jessica Nyitrai who is making snow
in August! Jessica showed the children how to
make snow to help the children understand that
God provides us everything we need.
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All in all, VBS was a great success and our staff was the reason why. I want to send a personal thank you to each staff
member of VBS who gave of their time and energies to make this week so great! Thank you to: Sarah Derivan, Peter
Messerschmitt, Madison Taylor, Grace Krasinski, Lorraine Finch, Marie Morris, Sammi Lindell, Kristen Messerschmitt,
Edith and Billie Skoog, Michael Derivan, Archana Ajay, Neha Rahalkar, Julianne Nyitrai, Navya Ajay, Halle Hwang, Jorge
Wismar, Theresa, Roselynn Tattil, Victoria Hwang, Jenna DeLucia, Carly Russell, Joanne Bogen, Miharu Wismar, Sue
Selk, Emily Struzik, Karina Warchick, Danny Nyitrai, Matthew Farelly, Sheryl John, Cole Dowling, Sarah Jane Carlson,
Jessica Nyitrai, Kai Wismar, Henry Carlson, Tim Farelly and Hugh Carlson, as well as all of the parents who donated
snacks and juice. Their dedication and enthusiasm is greatly appreciated beyond words.
In conclusion, this week truly was a blessing as we journeyed through VBS and discovered just how much God’s power
conquers all! The parents consistently praised our program and our efforts. We are giving the community a brilliant gift
and the opportunity to grow and learn in Christ. We should be proud of our achievements each year. Next year we hope
to continue this valuable outreach, but I can’t do it alone! I look forward to working with everyone again and invite new
helpers to join us in the unforgettable fun! Look for VBS 2016 information next spring!
---KIMBERLY ATKINSON
VBS Director

BULLETINS FROM ABROAD
If you are away from your Holy Cross family and worship at
another church, be sure to drop off the service bulletin in
the newsletter box. We received two bulletins over the
summer from:
John and Pat Deloge and Dan and Donna Senft, who
worshiped at Old South Church in Boston.
Kerry Geffert, who was out of town on business and
worshiped at First English Evangelical Lutheran in Pittsburgh.

General Memorial Fund
In memory of Robert Agate
Andrew and Lydia Struzik

Parsonage Renovation Fund
In memory of Judie Froehlich

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Ronald Froehlich

In memory of George and Mildred Stromp
Sept. 3: Debra Liscinsky
George A. Stromp
Tyler Liven
Sept. 4: Michael Bonnar
Sept. 9: Vanessa Ferro
John Sather
CHURCH CHUCKLES
Diane Sederquest
Sept. 11: Cheryl DelMedico Sept. 22: Peter Messerschmitt
Sept. 13: Sabine Bonnar
Charles Senft
Shannon Fernous Sept. 23: Michael Halls
Cole Veteri
Rebecca Veteri
Sept. 14: Myrtle Anderson Sept. 24 Walter C. Dolan
Doris Bernt
Matt Rentz
Charlie Gentry
Sept. 25: Tim Benson, Sr.
Jake Gentry
Dan Nyitrai
Sept. 17: Sarah Ely
Jessica Nyitrai
Sept. 18: Christopher Carola
Heddy Streich
Sept. 19: Laurie Vaitkus
Sept. 26: Lauren Matthews
Sept. 20: Nancy Sabol
Sept. 30: Andrew Sjoblom
Jared Ely

