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WISMAR’S WISDOM
Dear Members and Friends of Holy Cross,
So far our journey together through Holy Scripture has taken us through the Books of Moses and the Books of History.
Now we come to the Books of Wisdom and Poetry – Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Song of Solomon – and I
would like to share with you some of the blessings that can be found as you read through each of these books.
Despite Job’s lack of understanding and inability to explain his suffering, he clings to his belief that God is still his
Redeemer. The book of Job teaches that suffering is not simply God’s judgment for sin (though it certainly can be that);
suffering may be a trial permitted by God for our good or for the good of another. Most important, human suffering is part
of God’s redemptive plan for the salvation of all, demonstrated by Jesus suffering. Job trusts that a Mediator-Redeemer
will justify him. And in the end, God leads Job to sincere repentance and renewed faith in His mercy. As you study Job,
pray for the patience, wisdom and faith shown by this saint. No matter what you may suffer, confess your Redeemer and
call on Him. He will deliver you!
The Israelites used two different names for the Psalms as a collection of holy writings: tepillot
(“prayers”) and tehillim (“praises”). These are the chief uses of the Psalms in all ages. The
Psalms have a way of connecting with the daily concerns of our lives and guiding us in
heartfelt prayer and worship. For these reasons, they remain the most devotional portion of
Scripture and the inspiration for hymnals and prayer books. A third important use for the
Psalms is instruction. They teach so much about the blessings and challenges of walking in
the Lord’s ways. They constantly point forward to the appearance of Jesus for our salvation.
New Testament interpreters saw the life and words of David as foretastes and prophecies of
the Son of David, the Messiah.
As you read Proverbs, bear in mind the central theme of the book: “the fear of the Lord is the
beginning of knowledge.” Proverbs promises that you will not face life alone or without good
counsel. When you face the practical dilemmas of life, the Lord is with you to establish your steps. Call on His name, and
wisdom will answer. “You are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and
redemption.” 1 Corinthians 1:30.
Where as much of Scripture describes life from the viewpoint of heaven, Solomon provides a very earthy, human
perspective in Ecclesiastes (“under the sun”) The book connects powerfully with our frustrations and disappointments as
well as our fears about life now and eternally. Despite all the sad points of wisdom and experiences, Solomon ends on a
clear word of hope. In this way, the book illustrates the unconquerable good news of God’s care and mercy. It affirms the
meaningfulness of life’s basics: the pleasure of youth and good health, honest work, the love of a faithful spouse, and the
hope of eternal life with God.
The Song of Solomon is not the first book people should study from the Old Testament. Nor is it the chief book for
establishing Christian doctrine. Nonetheless, it is essential reading for God’s people because life is more than precepts.
God created us beautiful and passionate. To celebrate these blessings is to celebrate our Creator and His passionate love
for us. As you read the Song of Solomon, consider this: If earthly love and life are so wondrous and stirring, how much
more wonderful will eternal love and life be?
“Wismar’s Wisdom,” continues on Page 3
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Sunday, November 29 – The Season of Advent begins
Tuesday, December 1
5:00 p.m. –
Holy Cross serves Community Supper at St. John’s Episcopal-Bpt.

For Our Readers:
The Holy Cross Word
is best viewed in its
full-color format
at the church website,
holycrosstrumbull.org

Wednesdays, December 2, 9, 16
6:15 p.m. –
Advent Soup Suppers
7:30 p.m. –
Advent Midweek Worship with the theme “Hark the Glad Sound”
Thursday, December 10
7:00 p.m. –
Board of Directors’ meeting
Sunday, December 13
11:45 a.m. – Family Fun for all ages after the 10:30 service!
Decorating the Sanctuary for Christmas AND
Gingerbread House-making activity
Saturday, December 19
8:30 a.m. –
Altar Guild hosts “Deep-Cleaning” in the Sanctuary

Like Holy Cross
on Facebook!
After you “Like” us, you’ll
see postings of upcoming
events, pictures from events
and other notices.

Wednesday, December 23
9:15 a.m. –
Preschool Christmas Program
Thursday, December 24 – Christmas Eve
6:00 p.m. –
Family Service with Sunday School Christmas Program
11:00 p.m. – Candlelight Eucharist
Friday, December 25 – The Nativity of Our Lord
10:30 a.m. – Christmas Day Festival Eucharist
Friday, January 1 – New Year’s Day…Happy New Year!

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH—LCMS
5995 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611
Pastor’s Study Phone: 203-268-7555; Pastor’s E-mail: pastor@holycrosstrumbull.com
Office Phone: 203-268-4555; Church Office E-mail: office@holycrosstrumbull.com
Website: www.holycrosstrumbull.org
Christian Preschool Phone: 203-268-6471 E-mail: preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com

Worship Services – Sunday: 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.; Monday, 7:00 p.m.
PASTOR: Eric A. Wismar
MUSIC DIRECTOR: Michael J. Gilbertson
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ PRESIDENT: Kerry Geffert
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ VICE-PRESIDENT: Michele Van Wart
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ SECRETARY: Jeannie Mones
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ TREASURER: Greg Dowling
NEWSLETTER MANAGING EDITOR: Cliff Schrock
NEWSLETTER PRODUCTION: Mary Schrock

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord
(Matthew 28:18-20). We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one
another, our community and the whole world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of
“making disciples of all nations” through the power of the preaching and teaching the Word of
God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service fellowship according to the
confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III).

WORDS FOR CHRISTMAS
By C.S. Lewis, from his book
“The Last Battle”
“Once in our world, a stable had
something in it that was bigger
than our whole world.”
Reprinted with permission from
Editor’s Clip Sheets,
Copyright © 2013

NEWSLETTER NOTES
Our next deadline is…
The next issue of The Holy Cross
Word is the January edition. The
deadline for all articles is Friday,
Dec. 11. Please
note this
earlier deadline,
due to the
Christmas season,
and plan ahead to meet the
adjusted deadline. You can submit
articles to the newsletter mailbox,
located outside the church office,
or send them via e-mail to:
office@holycrosstrumbull.com.
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“Wismar’s Wisdom,” continued from Page 1

Please take the time to read through these books of wisdom and poetry throughout this Advent season, especially the
Psalms, of which Martin Luther said the following: “The Psalter ought to be a precious and beloved book, if for no other
reason than this: it promises Christ’s death and resurrection so clearly – and pictures His kingdom and the condition and
nature of all Christendom – that it might well be called a little Bible. In it is comprehended most beautifully and briefly
everything that is in the entire Bible. It is really a fine enchiridion and handbook. In fact, I have a notion that the Holy
Spirit wanted to take the trouble Himself to compile a short Bible and book of examples of all Christendom or all saints, so
that anyone who could not read the whole Bible would here have anyway almost an entire summary of it, comprised in
one book…The Psalter is the book of all saints, and everyone, whatever their situation may be, finds psalms and words in
it that fit their situation and apply to their case so exactly that it seems they were put in this way only for their sake…”
God bless your continued journey through His Word throughout this Advent season.
See you in worship!
Pastor Wismar

COVENANT TO CARE FOR CHILDREN
Christmas gifts due, unwrapped, by December 9, to benefit children in need
On November 22 Holy Cross members and friends gathered around the “Giving Tree” poster in the narthex to select
ornament tags, each having the name of a child that is in the caseload of our “adopted” DCF social worker, Mimose
Ulysses-Laurenard. Mimose currently has 27 children in her caseload between the ages of 1 and 17. If
you took one of these tags, agreeing to buy the suggested gift, please remember that the gifts are due at
the church, unwrapped, by Wednesday, Dec. 9. Thank you in advance for your Christmas spirit of
generosity and love for these children in need.
Yours in Christ,
---MARY SCHROCK
Covenant to Care Liaison

Hark the Glad Sound! Sing for Joy!
Our Advent Preparation—

Wednesdays, Dec. 2, 9 & 16
Soup Suppers in our Fellowship Hall at 6:15 p.m.
Holden Evening Prayer at 7:30 p.m.
Our theme is “Hark the Glad Sound”

Our Christmas Celebration—

Thursday, Dec. 24, at 6 p.m.:
“Family Service” – participation by our Sunday School
Thursday, Dec. 24, at 11 p.m.:
“Silent Night, Holy Night” – Candlelight Eucharist
Friday, Dec. 25, at 10:30 a.m.:
“The Nativity of Our Lord” – Festival Eucharist
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PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL
Understand and react to stewardship traits
Stewardship. There, I “said” it. But before you skip on to the next article
thinking that “here he goes again asking for money,” please read a bit further.
Merriam-Webster.com provides us with this definition of stewardship: “the
conducting, supervising, or managing of something; especially: the careful and
responsible management of something entrusted to one's care.”
As members of Holy Cross, we are stewards.
That
“something” that we steward includes our building, our
finances and especially our ministry. Whether through
confirmation, affirmation of faith or transference of
membership we each professed our intent to be faithful in
our stewardship. So let me ask you, have you been faithful
in your intent? Are you an active steward?

This month at Holy Cross…

Soup Suppers and
Mid-Week
Advent Services
Enjoy some great soup in
the Fellowship Hall, and
close out the evening in
the Sanctuary, meditating
on God’s Word.

Remember that stewardship is a response – a response to
what God has entrusted to our care. Consider this: you give
a cherished gift to someone close to you and that person
doesn’t take care of it. What thoughts and feelings does this
response elicit? How is that different from your behavior with the gift God has
given us – given you - in Holy Cross?
So how can you be an active steward? Here are a few ideas:
 First, show up!
 Set a positive example for your children by your stewardship
 Encourage our “passive” stewards to become active
 Be a financial steward as God has enabled you
 Participate in the ministry of one or more of our commissions
 Take on a leadership role
 Make the faithful use of your time and talents a priority, instead of
“as time permits”
 Again, show up!

Wednesdays,
Dec. 2
Dec. 9
Dec. 16
Suppers at 6:15 p.m.

Good things are happening at Holy Cross with more good things to come.
Those good things will be made even better with your participation as an
active steward. The question comes down to “how will you respond to the gifts
you have been provided?”
---KERRY GEFFERT
Holy Cross President

IN THE MAILBAG
From Joe Ciccia
To my Holy Cross Family,
When I decided to change faiths and join Holy Cross some
20-plus years ago, I knew there was something special
about Holy Cross, but was not quite sure what it was.
However, it is now very clear to me why I decided to join. The overwhelming
support, love and prayers received from everyone during my recent surgery
and recovery was, and continues to be, astonishing. The calls, meals, cards
and well wishes have made this difficult time much more bearable for Cindy,
me and the girls.
I would like to thank everyone from the bottom of my heart (new as it may be)
for everything.
Fondly,
---JOE CICCIA

Holden Evening Prayer
at 7:30 p.m.
Our theme this year is
“Hark the Glad Sound”
How can YOU help?
Please take a turn at
providing a pot of soup
or finger desserts.
Look for the sign-up sheet
on the narthex table.
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BREAKFAST AND ARTISTS
Recap of October 31 event paints a great picture of a wonderful morning with the Comfort Dogs.
The Sixth Annual Breakfast and Artists was another terrific morning. This year we had our largest
attendance as 112 guests filled the Fellowship Hall. We welcomed Jen Marr as this year’s guest
speaker. Jen is the coordinator of the LCC K-9 Comfort Dog program at Immanuel Lutheran
Church in Danbury. She was joined by the Club Comfort team of Handlers and Ministry Partners.
Also in attendance were Comfort Dogs Addie and Leah. Authors JoAnn and Joel Bacon sold and
signed their book, Good Dogs, Great Listeners. Their son, Guy Bacon, author of The Dogs of
Newtown, also had his newly-published book available for signing.
The narthex was filled with the beautiful displays of our nine Artists and Crafters. The artists were Holy Cross members or
their family members. They displayed their photography, paintings, baked treats, vintage jewelry, homemade breads,
hand-crafted items, local honey, chocolate treats, center pieces and cards.
Once inside the Fellowship Hall it was all about the Comfort Dogs.
Addie and Leah were eager to greet our guests as they entered. After
a brief welcome, our guests were treated to a scrumptious breakfast
buffet of scrambled eggs, sausage, biscuits & gravy, fresh-topped
berry yogurt parfaits, fruit salads, and a variety of bagels, donuts and
baked goods. While our guests were waiting for the buffet, Jen gave a
brief overview of the Club Comfort mission.
As breakfast was finished and another
cup of coffee was poured we were
thrilled to welcome Deanne Schultz, who
sang a beautiful rendition of “Speak,
O’Lord.”
Our guest speaker Jen was then
introduced and took the podium. She
spoke of the LCC K-9 mission and also
Club Comfort. One of the goals of Club
Comfort is to show kindness and comfort:
The core activity is to make signature
plaques that will be given to people
hurting. All plaques will be delivered via
the Comfort Dogs. Some will be sent to
national tragedies where teams of Comfort Dogs are deployed, others will be local where the kids might even be able to
deliver them together with Addie and Leah. Club Comfort plaques were on each table. Jen explained that each guest
would design a plaque with a Veterans Day theme. These
would be packaged and given to our veterans.
Man’s Best Friend? Well, in
this case a GIRL’S best friend!
Above, Elizabeth Shelley
enjoys the comfort of Leah,
and at right Mia Wismar
is giving and getting
some love from Addie.

Ticket sales, artist’s sales and donations helped us raise $1,643.00
for this wonderful Comfort Dog and Club Comfort ministry.
“B&A wrap-up,” continued on Page 6

The Art of Crafting and Writing. Above, Edith Skoog
was one of the nine artists displaying and selling
hand-made items. At left JoAnn and Joel Bacon, with

their son Guy, are “artists” of the written word, displaying
the books they have written about the Comfort Dogs.
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There were many comments from our guests as they
were leaving and I would like to share a few of them: “My
friends had nothing but praise for the event”; “I’m not a
dog lover and usually shy away from them. However,
after hearing and seeing the presentation and the
program’s positive effect on so many, I have gained a
new perspective”; “This event keeps getting better and
better.” Finally, I would personally like to thank everyone
that helped make this year’s program a success. During
the planning I told Michele Van Wart, “I think that we
should cancel this year,” to which she replied, “No,
Cindy, you will not – we will get this done.” For this I am
thankful. And thanks to Danny Senft. When I knew that
my husband would not be able to prepare the breakfast
Danny said to me, “I will take care of it” and just like that I
had my chef. Thank you to Edith Skoog who arranged
the artists and crafters. Finally, thank you to the many
people who helped in any way with this event; see the
names listed in the thank you column (page 9). This
event was our best ever and I will be forever grateful to
all that helped make it such a success.
---CINDY CICCIA
Social Ministry Commission

Everyone’s An Artist! During the main
presentation, all those in attendance had
the opportunity to create his or her own
work of art in the form of a comfort
and kindness plaque – a collage of some
of the plaques is shown above.
At right, top, Kathryn Struzik displays
her plaque of “HOPE”, while the
photo below shows Kendra Norman (left) and
Sabine Bonnar creating their submissions.

Set-Up and Serving with A Smile. From left to right,
Mary Ann Schiller, Pat Deloge and Michele Van Wart
helped out with the breakfast buffet set-up.
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DISCIPLESHIP COMMISSION
Many opportunities for fun and fellowship, beginning with our Advent soup suppers
December is the time we celebrate the birth of Jesus. So why not begin the season with a hot bowl of soup
followed by our Holden Evening Prayer Service. Beginning Wednesday, December 2, our soup suppers will
offer an evening of fellowship and worship starting at 6:15. I can honestly say I had never made a homemade soup before I was on the Discipleship Commission. I have tasted some amazing soups and broken out
of my comfort zone to make a soup. If you aren’t a cook or don’t have time, bring a loaf of bread or a dessert.
Or just show up and enjoy a bowl or two of homemade soup. See the sign-up sheet on narthex table.
And when you come, I would also like to ask you to bring a can of soup to be donated to the local food pantry.
Once again the Discipleship and Worship commissions will join together on Sunday, December 13, for our
annual decorating of the sanctuary and gingerbread house-making activities. Lunch will be provided.
There is a cost for the event; see the sign-up sheets on the narthex table so we know how many
gingerbread house kits to purchase.
I have enjoyed the opportunity to serve the Lord and the church as Discipleship Commission director. As the year comes
to an end and we reflect on 2015 and make our resolutions for 2016 I hope you will think about the ways you can serve
Holy Cross. There are many opportunities, such as hosting a coffee hour.
Hope to see you all on December 13!
---DONNA BOGEN
Discipleship Director

Calling Volunteers!

DEEP-CLEANING of the ALTAR/CHURCH
DAY: Saturday, December 19
TIME: 8:30 a.m.
Wash, polish and dust to prepare
our church for the holidays
Bring your favorite rag – i.e. a HOLeY sock!
TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES
Destinations: Maritime Provinces or Germany
On Sunday, Jan. 24, there will be a travel meeting at Holy Cross Lutheran at 4 p.m. Pastor Greg
Wismar will present information about upcoming group trips to the Maritime Provinces of Canada in
August of 2016 and to Germany for the “Luther 500” celebration year in 2017. Everyone is invited to
attend this informative gathering, which will include video previews given by Bryan Towler of Globus
International Travel.

BACH VESPERS SEASON
Take a Sunday trip into NYC to attend inspiring vespers
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, located in the heart of New York City’s Lincoln Center neighborhood, welcomes
all to its 48th (2015/16) season of Sunday evening Bach Vespers. This is an exceptional opportunity to
experience sacred music performed by the Grammy-nominated Bach Choir and Players, accompanied on
period instruments, with solemn processions, mystical chant and ancient texts. Please take a few minutes and
check the Holy Trinity Bach Vesper schedules posted on the hallway bulletin board. What a wonderful way to
spend a Sunday in New York City during the upcoming holiday season or the coming new year.
---DORIS DIETMAN
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WE ARE FAMILY
This column is devoted to family news about Holy Cross members and friends. Please turn in items to
the newsletter box.
God’s blessings to Richard and Katie Brenna and big brother Gavin upon the Baptism of their daughter
and sister Salome Gosselin Brenna at the early service on Sunday, November 15. Salome’s sponsors
are her grandfather, Richard Brenna, and her grandmother, Aldea Claude. We welcome Salome
Gosselin into the Family of God, through the life-giving waters of Holy Baptism, and look forward to the
new relationship we will have with her.

OUR FLOCK
Christian caring and praying at Holy Cross
This is the Shepherds’ Commission’s “FYI” column letting our members know for whom we have prayed during our recent
worship services. Please continue to remember these people in your prayers.
We remember our members: Carlos Calvao, recovering from surgery; Joe Ciccia, recovering from quadruple-bypass
surgery; Ron Dietman, recovering from a minor surgical procedure; Edna Karacsony, recovering from hip surgery;
JoAnne Meyer; Barbara Schneider, for a complete recovery from her recent surgery; Anita Schoch, recovering from
heart-valve replacement surgery; Bob Solaz; Andrew Struzik, recovering from shoulder surgery; the homebound–
Emma Fengler, Harvey Pomerenk and Kay Dubin.
We prayed for our family and friends: Amy Alfano, daughter of a friend of Audrey Paray, who has stage 3 ovarian cancer;
Ruby Beer, Anita Beer’s sister-in-law, diagnosed with stomach cancer and recovering from surgery; Robert Butler, Laura
Dowling’s father, recovering from a procedure to insert a pacemaker; Rhonda Deloge, Tom’s wife, recovering from neck
surgery; Linda Desabella, friend of Patty Peterson, battling cancer; Dorothy DeVed, former Holy
Cross member, for healing following a fall in which she injured her knee; Marti Fischer, cousin of
Carol Burns, who is blind and paralyzed; Kathy Gardner, Jim Leslie’s sister, recovering from cancer
surgery; Kay Geffert, Kerry’s mother, who fell and broke her hip and is recovering from surgery;
Walter Geffert, brother of Nancy Sabol, recovering from colon surgery; Abby Haggerty, student at
Christian Heritage School, for healing from another brain bleed; six-year-old Caroline Herrington, as
she recovers from kidney cancer surgery, while going through treatment; Ramona Kondracki, wife of
a co-worker of Jim Leslie, who has begun chemotherapy for cancer in her sinus cavity; Ellen
Magnotta, friend of Otto and Mary Atkinson; Joan Meyer, friend of the Dietmans, in rehab following
knee-replacement surgery.
During the past month, we also prayed for: Gertrude Moran, friend of Anita Schoch, going through treatments for
lymphoma; Patrick Murphy, Pat Peterson’s brother, diagnosed with liver cancer and recovering from surgery; Chris
O’Brien, friend of Mary and Otto Atkinson, paralyzed as a result of an accident; Joseph Parker, Julianne Nyitrai’s father,
who underwent triple-bypass surgery; Max Pizzolato, for healing; Luis Rivera, friend of Doris Bernt, who had a lung
transplant; Sharon Robinson, daughter of Anita Beer, recovering from surgery and will continue treatment for breast
cancer; Dagmar Rosenberg, Ingrid Leibold’s sister, suffering with pancreatic cancer and being assessed for a new
treatment option; Rev. Richard Schuller, a missionary pastor in Puerto Rico, for healing from injuries he sustained when
hit by a car; Joey Senft, cousin of the Senft family, with ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease); David Sochacki, friend of Nancy
and Jerry Sabol, following brain surgery; Mike Stachura, friend of the Schrocks, with a relapse of kidney cancer, for
effective radiation treatment to eliminate tumors and cancer cells; Lorraine Tamas, neighbor of the Leslies, who suffered
a stroke; Andy Turnbull, Scott’s brother, in remission from leukemia; Craig Wilson, son of a friend of John and Pat
Deloge, recovering from tongue cancer surgery.
Other prayers for October were for: Protection for all those serving in the military, including Michael Collins, Ryan
Rubega, Ben Milositz and Timothy Benson Jr.
If your friend or family member is on this list, keep us updated on his or her progress. When you have requests for
prayers to be included in our worship services, you can e-mail the church office at office@holycrosstrumbull.com or phone
203-268-4555 between the hours of 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. weekdays. The Shepherds’ Commission will also include the
prayer requests in this monthly report. If you would like to be included in our e-mail Prayer Circle, please provide your
name and e-mail address to the church office.
---GARY MESSERSCHMITT
Shepherd’s Commission
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COMMUNITY SUPPER
Serve the Lord by serving the needy a welcome meal
“Do not forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.” (Hebrews 13:16)
Three Grace Lutheran-Stratford volunteers arrived to cook for the November 3 Community Supper – we managed because
they’re experienced and efficient. Fortunately, six Holy Cross volunteers arrived 40 minutes before serving time to assist
with all the final preparation tasks. Four more arrived to serve and help with washing dishes. Eighty-four
meals were served to grateful clients. A huge thank you to the 16 volunteers who did good and shared in
this God-pleasing outreach. Those who donate and pray are also part of this God-pleasing ministry.
In October, we attended the first Food & Faith Summit in Bridgeport sponsored by the Department of
Health & Social Services and the Council of Churches. The goal: To end obesity and diabetes in the
Bridgeport area. Healthy shopping and eating ideas were shared. Whether contributions are made to Food Pantries or
Community Suppers, NO-SALT-ADDED and LIMITED SUGAR were suggested. If you’re interested in our notes from that
day, just ask.
As you know, Holy Cross is responsible for buying the food, preparing and serving the meal on the first Tuesday of the
month at St. John’s Episcopal. The next community supper for which Holy Cross is responsible for cooking and serving is
on Tuesday, December 1. If you can volunteer your time, please put your name on the sheet found on the narthex table.
---DAVID and MARY ANN SCHILLER

THANKS A BUNCH!
This column recognizes the gifts of time and talent our church members provide to do God’s work in our church and
community. If you have an item to include in this monthly “thank you” column, please jot it down and put it in the
“newsletter” mailbox.
To Cliff Schrock for serving as the Worship leader at the Monday evening service on Oct. 26 while Pastor was at the
District conference.
To Cindy Ciccia for the work she did to coordinate this year’s Breakfast & Artists event on October 31. After Cindy’s
husband Joe received his health diagnosis and underwent surgery, Cindy was blessed with the help of so many in our
Holy Cross family to carry out this wonderful event. Special thanks to all those who helped with either set-up the night
prior to the breakfast, the Saturday morning helpers, and those that helped with behind-thescenes tasks: Jim and Kimberly Atkinson, Brad and Tina Batoh, Anna Mae Berger, Dave
and Donna Bogen, Bob Burns, Joey Ciccia, Nicole Ciccia, Pat Deloge, Doris Dietman,
Donna DiLalla, Sherry Duff-Schaivone, Kerry Geffert, Ashley Gomes, Christy LaSalle,
Rachel Roca (from the preschool), David and Mary Ann Schiller, Mary Schrock, Danny and
Donna Senft, D.J. Senft, Billie and Edith Skoog, Kathryn Struzik, Lydia Struzik, Michele
Van Wart, and Pastor Eric and Miharu Wismar.
Another thank you in regard to the Breakfast & Artists is to give gratitude to the artists who took
the time and effort to set up their displays: Jim Atkinson, Tina Batoh, Sabine Bonnar, Audrey
Paray, Nicole Ramirez, D.J. Senft, Edith and Billie Skoog, Megs and Bob Skoog, Laurie Vaitkus and her son Joey,
and Jolynn Van Wart.
To the Holy Cross members who helped with either shopping, cooking or serving at the November 3 Community Supper
at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport: Anna Mae Berger, Sherry Duff-Schaivone, Kerry Geffert, Ashley and Dominic
Gomes, Jim Leslie, Gail Rice, David and Mary Ann Schiller, and Laurie and Joey Vaitkus.
To Linda Suhr for continuing to serve as the volunteer in the church office.
To Cliff Schrock who serves as the “Managing Editor” of our monthly newsletter, which entails a monthly obligation to
proofread the articles and give them headlines.
To Edith Skoog for her weekly commitment to picking up and arranging the flowers for the two altar vases.

WISHING YOU A BLESSED ADVENT SEASON OF PREPARATION
AND A JOYFUL CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION!
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CELEBRATING DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Dec. 2:
Dec. 3:
Dec. 5:
Dec. 6:
Dec. 7:

Riley Riccio
Audrey Paray
Christy Halls
Stephen Domanick
Jim Finch
Bryan Liscinsky
Dec. 8: Patsy Cerone, Jr.
Roberta Crocker
Emma Fengler
Dec. 10: Joanne Bogen
Dec. 12: Cole Dowling
Jordan Matthews

Dec. 13:
Dec. 20:
Dec. 23:
Dec. 26:
Dec. 27:

Dec. 31:

Sarah Bogen
Kai Wismar
Kate Dunay
Ethan Anderson
Mark Pollex
John Selk
Billy Domanick
Sarah Pollex
Manfred Schlaich
Effie Solaz

CHURCH CHUCKLES

GOT COMFORT?
Enjoy watching a short YouTube video of
Comfort Dogs giving and receiving love
Changing the date of the Breakfast & Artists event
allowed Comfort Dogs Addie and Leah to attend the
Nov. 7 Vicki Soto 5K in the morning, and in the
afternoon celebrate the birthday of a Sandy Hook
student. Please take a moment to watch the amazing
YouTube video of this beautiful day.
Go to
www.youtube.com and search for: Life is better with
you by got comfort?
---CINDY CICCIA

THE WINTER SEASON IS HERE, AND WE REMIND YOU
THAT OCCASIONALLY WORSHIP SERVICES ARE
CANCELED DUE TO SNOWY AND/OR ICY CONDITIONS.
WE INTEND TO ALWAYS HAVE A 10:30 a.m. SUNDAY SERVICE.
Before you venture out, look/listen for a possible cancellation via:
 If you signed up for the “e-mail blast” system, check your e-mail;
 If you are on Facebook, look for a posting;
 WICC radio (AM 600);
 www.wicc600.com (under “Public Organizations”); or
 WTNH-TV or WSFB-TV.

