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WISMAR’S WISDOM
Dear Members and Friends of Holy Cross,
I’d like to begin by putting a more individual/personal spin on a beloved verse of Scripture verse, Romans 8:31: “If God is
for [YOU], who can be against [YOU]?” God is for you in His Son Jesus. God is for you in life, and death and for
eternity. God is for you, and nothing can separate you from His undeserved love. He loves you. He has forgiven you.
This is the Good News that is at the center of your Christian faith.
God desires to be in RELATIONSHIP with you. Your sin separates you from God. But, as we confess each week in the
Creed, “Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven…”, God’s whole reason for sending His Son, Jesus
Christ, was to make us – to make you – a member of His family…to be reconciled to you…to overcome the devastating
separation of sin…to be back in RELATIONSHIP with you. As I mentioned at both our Annual
Congregational Meeting and in my Annual Report, the theme of RELATIONSHIP is going to be
very important as we walk forward in our life and ministry together here at Holy Cross.
Nothing happens outside of RELATIONSHIPS. A business-data company by the name of
Dun and Bradstreet a few years back conducted a study to determine why executives fail. The
organization studied 1,200 executives who had been fired from their jobs. Interestingly, it
wasn’t their market experience, financial understanding, or product knowledge that was the
primary cause of failure. In 85 percent of the cases their relational skills were the cause. And
this is where we come in as a congregation, because the same might be true of churches. If
we were to study the primary reason why churches fail, we might discover they failed in one
area they should be very good at – building, sustaining and cultivating RELATIONSHIPS.
Nothing happens outside of RELATIONSHIPS. As we begin to develop and set forward a new and positive vision for
our future ministry here at Holy Cross, I would like you to think of what kinds of things we can do to DEVELOP
RELATIONSHIPS. What can we do to develop and strengthen people’s relationships 1) with their Lord, 2) with one
another, and 3) with their community? Or, more pointedly: What can YOU do to develop and strengthen YOUR
relationship with your Lord, with your fellow members here at Holy Cross and your relationship with the community in which
you live and in which your good Lord has placed you?
I recently shared a very important message about DISCIPLESHIP. If you haven’t had the opportunity to view it yet, the
message can be found here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0FF3y5r1PLc . DISCIPLESHIP is about your personal
relationship with Jesus, and, through that relationship, your relationship with your church family and all others you are
blessed to contact and be in relationship with. The thought I would like to leave you with is actually the title of the serm on I
just mentioned: “Called to be Disciples.” Jesus calls people to be disciples, they don’t volunteer. I would like us here at
Holy Cross to use this important insight for how we will go forward in our ministry and mission together: being called to
serve. If you are already actively serving within our church family, thank you very much for your service in Jesus name
and to the glory of God. If you are not so engaged, active or invested in serving here at Holy Cross at this time, please
look forward to receiving, and prayerfully consider answering, the call you receive in the weeks and months ahead.
I look forward to speaking with you individually about what you can do to develop and strengthen your RELATIONSHIP to your
Lord and your church family – especially in the service of others. I believe great things and exciting days lay ahead for you and
for our Holy Cross family, and I am looking forward to growing in God’s grace and sharing that grace with those we serve.
See you in worship!
Pastor Wismar
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Tuesday, March 1
5:00 p.m. –
Holy Cross serves Community Supper
at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport

For Our Readers:
The Holy Cross Word
is best viewed in its
full-color format
at the church website,
holycrosstrumbull.org

Wednesdays, March 2, 9, 16
6:15 p.m. –
Lenten Soup Suppers
7:30 p.m. –
Lenten Midweek Service with the theme,
“Living Lent—As People of the Resurrection”
Thursday, March 10
7:00 p.m. –
Board of Directors’ meeting
Sunday, March 13 – Daylight Saving Time Begins
Thursday, March 17 – St. Patrick’s Day
Sunday, March 20 – Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday

Like Holy Cross
on Facebook!
After you “Like” us, you’ll
see postings of upcoming
events, pictures from events
and other notices.

Thursday, March 24 – Maundy Thursday
7:30 p.m. –
Worship Service with Holy Communion and Stripping of the Altar
Friday, March 25 – Good Friday
Noon –
Midday Service
7:30 p.m. –
Tenebrae Service
Sunday, March 27 – The Resurrection of Our Lord: EASTER
7:00 a.m. –
Worship Service
8:30 a.m. –
Easter Breakfast (immediately following the early service)
10:30 a.m. – Worship Service

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH—LCMS

EASTER JOY!
Words by Mother Teresa
“Joy is prayer. Joy is strength.
Joy is love. Joy is a net of love
by which you can catch souls…A
joyful heart is the inevitable result
of a heart burning with love.
Never let anything so fill you with
sorrow as to make you forget the
JOY of the Christ risen.”
Reprinted with permission from
The Newsletter Newsletter © 2016

5995 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611
Pastor’s Study Phone: 203-268-7555; Pastor’s E-mail: pastor@holycrosstrumbull.com
Office Phone: 203-268-4555; Church Office E-mail: office@holycrosstrumbull.com
Website: www.holycrosstrumbull.org
Christian Preschool Phone: 203-268-6471 E-mail: preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com

Worship Services – Sunday: 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.; Monday, 7:00 p.m.
PASTOR: Eric A. Wismar
MUSIC DIRECTOR: Michael J. Gilbertson
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ PRESIDENT: Kerry Geffert
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ SECRETARY: Jeannie Mones
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ TREASURER: Greg Dowling
NEWSLETTER MANAGING EDITOR: Cliff Schrock
NEWSLETTER PRODUCTION: Mary Schrock

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord
(Matthew 28:18-20). We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one
another, our community and the whole world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of
“making disciples of all nations” through the power of the preaching and teaching the Word of
God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service fellowship according to the
confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III).

NEWSLETTER NOTES
Our next deadline is…
The next issue of The Holy Cross
Word is the April edition. The
deadline for all articles is Tuesday,
March 15. Please
take note of this
deadline and
plan ahead to
publicize any
events and/or share news with
your fellow Holy Cross members.
You can submit articles to the
newsletter mailbox, located outside
the church office, or send them via
e-mail to:
office@holycrosstrumbull.com.
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Our Lenten theme is:
“Living Lent – As People of the Resurrection”
Our liturgy is Holden Evening Prayer, and our services begin at 7:30 p.m.

March 2: “Proclaim”
1 Peter 2:9-10 – To proclaim the story of Christ is to paint a picture
of the God who seeks and embraces us. Our proclamation of the Savior
brings faith to life.

March 9: “Praise”
Psalm 34:1-10 – Even in the midst of sorrow, we are called to celebrate
and praise the love of God and the joy that can be found only in Christ
crucified, who reigns in glory now.

March 16: “Pain”
Luke 15:11-32 and 23:26-49 – The pain of rejection and the pain of
a father when a son leaves are juxtaposed against the reckless love of
God revealed in Jesus, who wipes every tear from our eyes.

COMMUNITY SUPPER
Serve the Lord by serving the needy a welcome meal
Plenty of clients, plenty of workers, plenty of food – that describes the February 2 monthly Community Supper. Grace
Lutheran-Stratford members Diane Hintz Schyhol, Anna Schaaf and Helen Harper joined Jim and Lorraine Finch to
accomplish the cooking tasks. Later, Anna Mae Berger, Gail Rice and Sherry Duff-Schiavone chatted
while carving hams and putting out water. Then they served along with Jim Leslie, Kerry Geffert, Saviden
Semon (Grace-Stratford) and Laurie Vaitkus. Many new faces were noticed among the 115 clients who
came for a hot meal. Two refused to be served ham leading us to become introspective: Are we sensitive
to the diversity of some clients? Should we be prepared to provide those folks with another protein?
As you know, Holy Cross is responsible for buying the food, preparing and serving the meal on the first Tuesday of the
month at St. John’s Episcopal. The next community supper for which Holy Cross is responsible for cooking and serving is
on Tuesday, March 1. If you can volunteer your time, please put your name on the sheet found on the narthex table.
---DAVID and MARY ANN SCHILLER

THE WINTER SEASON MAY PERSIST THIS MONTH, AND WE
REMIND YOU THAT OCCASIONALLY WORSHIP SERVICES
ARE CANCELED DUE TO SNOWY AND/OR ICY CONDITIONS.
WE INTEND TO ALWAYS HAVE A 10:30 a.m. SUNDAY SERVICE.
Before you venture out, look/listen for a possible cancellation via:
 If you signed up for the “e-mail blast” system, check your e-mail;
 If you are on Facebook, look for a posting;
 WICC radio (AM 600) or WEBE radio (FM108);
 www.wicc600.com or www.webe108.com (under “Churches”);
 WTNH-TV or WFSB-TV.
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BIBLE STUDY TESTIMONIAL
One attendee’s favorable view of Bible study class
Dear Fellow Holy Cross Members,
Please consider this testimonial on behalf of Pastor Wismar’s year-long Bible
study class, which I’ve attended September to the present, and please also
consider attending any future Bible study classes. I am so excited to tell you
how beneficial they have been to my growth as a fellow Christian. I learned so
much and have enjoyed the time spent with our very small group beyond
measure. Pastor Wismar created such a comfortable atmosphere in which to
grow in our knowledge and share. He is such a
kind, considerate, empathetic leader. I have to
admit I have asked the most questions and he
has always responded graciously, respectfully
and knowledgeably. When we read from the
Bible, we do pronounce words incorrectly, but
we never feel embarrassed.
When Pastor
Wismar knew we would be reading passages
with loads of tricky names or very long
passages, he always volunteered to read them himself. He just has a knack
for making folks feel comfortable. I do have to thank fellow members, notably
Don Meyer, for contributing extensive insight to our discussions. I am still
amazed at his knowledge of the Bible and we were very fortunate to have him.
Being a former principal with four children, I surely remember how busy so many
of you are so I certainly understand why it’s difficult to go out at night, but if you
are at all able, I urge you to attend as often as possible (even through video
conferencing). We all said our Tuesday night Bible study meetings were the
highlight of our week and we looked forward to our time together.
Pastor’s sermons and Bible study sessions and Kathy Boivie’s video sessions
on Wednesday mornings contributed tremendously to my understanding and
appreciation of my faith and I am so thankful for that. I hope you are able to
take advantage of the spiritual gifts offered too.
With warmest regards and sincerity,
---VALERIE HUYDIC

COVENANT TO CARE CORNER
Easter Baskets are due on March 13
Thank you to all those who are supporting the annual Easter Basket Project by
putting together one of 23 baskets for our “adopted” DCF social worker,
Mimose Ulysses-Laurenard. And thank you to those who came to the Coffee
Fellowship on February 21 to meet Selina Daniels, Regional
Coordinator-Adopt A Social Worker Program, with the Covenant
to Care for Children organization and Daniella Ramos, from the
Bridgeport DCF office. Daniella was gracious enough to fill in for
Mimose, who had to take an unexpected leave of absence due to a family
health issue. Mimose and I stay in touch, and she is so very grateful for the
love and support shown to the children in her caseload.
To those who took an egg or bunny tag from the Easter Basket poster, please
remember to wrap your basket in cellophane and bring it to the church no later
than Sunday, March 13. Despite her leave of absence, Mimose will make sure
that the baskets are picked up and delivered to the children between the 13th
and Easter Sunday.
Yours in Christ,
---MARY SCHROCK
Covenant to Care for Children Liaison

WORSHIP AT
HOLY CROSS
DURING
HOLY WEEK
March 20: Palm Sunday
Living Lent—“Palms”
Worship at 8 and 10:30 a.m.
At the late service
the Sunday School
students will enter
with palms and offer
a musical selection.


March 24: Maundy Thursday
Living Lent—“Prayer”
Worship at 7:30 p.m.
Service with
Holy Communion
and Stripping
of the Altar


March 25: Good Friday
Living Lent—“Passion”
Worship at Noon
Midday Service

Worship at 7:30 p.m.
Tenebrae Service


March 27: Easter Sunday
Living Lent—“Paradise”
Celebrate the Resurrection
of our Lord!
Worship with us
at 7:00* a.m.
or 10:30 a.m.
8:30 a.m. Easter Breakfast
* Please note early time
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER
We cannot ignore our responsibilities, done for the glory of God
What does stewardship mean? What is a good steward? How can we be
good stewards? These are some of the questions we as a congregation will
be looking at during the coming year.
During Lent we examine ourselves and all that God has given to us. It is a
great time to examine our stewardship. Are we doing all that we can to help
our church, our families, our friends, our
coworkers and our communities? Do we give
back to the glory of God’s name, or do we give
back for self-praise, recognition or guilt?

You are invited to the

E A S T E R
BREAKFAST
Sunday, March 27,
at 8:30 a.m.
in the
Froehlich
Fellowship Hall
Please join your
Holy Cross family and
friends for this annual
fellowship tradition.
Worship with us at the
7:00 service and stay
for breakfast
or
Come for breakfast at
8:30 and worship with us
at the 10:30 service
If you plan to attend,
please sign up
in the narthex.
Breakfast casseroles, muffins,
bagels, baked goods and fruit
salad are needed.
If you can provide any of these
items, please indicate this on
the sign-up sheet.

Christian stewardship is the free and joyous
activity of the child of God and God’s family, the
Church, in managing all of life and life resources
for God’s purpose. In other words, managing everything in your life and on the
planet joyfully and of your own free will for the glory of God and His Word.
God created the earth and all that’s in it. He put Adam and Eve in the garden
to be its caretakers. This job has been passed down to us. We cannot ignore
our responsibilities or obligations.
God’s stewards recognize that their lives are not solo performances but our
personal responses to Him, lived out within the community of faith to benefit
the whole world.
God bless you,
---JAMES ATKINSON
Discipleship Commission Director

PASTORAL SUPPORT
Care by prayer needs to continue for Pastor Wismar
Speaking to the 31 members who last summer picked a specific day each
month to pray for Pastor Wismar, have you remembered to mark that day on
your 2016 calendar as well? If memory lapse is a
concern for you, you may want to actually mark your
calendar because the days seem to move by so
quickly. Even if you’ve marked the day, do try to
remember your day. If you realize you’ve missed it,
pray right then. Two prayers on the same day are not a problem. If you don’t
have an “official” pray day for Pastor, he would appreciate your prayers on his
behalf any time.
---DON MEYER

WE ARE FAMILY
This column is devoted to family news about Holy Cross members. If you
have an item to submit about you or your child’s special accomplishment,
award, sport’s recognition, etc., please put it in the newsletter mailbox or email
it to office@holycrosstrumbull.com.
God’s blessings to Dan and Alison Godsill upon the Baptism of
their daughter Brooke Dani on January 24. Brooke’s sponsors
are her uncle, Tab Custer, and her aunt, Jennifer Godsill. We
welcome Brooke Dani into the Family of God, through the lifegiving waters of Holy Baptism, and look forward to the new
relationship we will have her.
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OUR FLOCK
Christian caring and praying at Holy Cross
This is the Shepherds’ Commission’s “FYI” column letting our members know for whom we have prayed during our recent
worship services, from mid-January through February 14. Please continue to remember these people in your prayers.
We remember our members: Carlos Calvao, recovering from surgery; Ron Dietman, recovering from a minor surgical
procedure; Cole Dowling; Edna Karacsony, recovering from hip surgery; JoAnne Meyer; Barbara Schneider, for a
complete recovery from her recent surgery; Anita Schoch, recovering from heart-valve replacement surgery; Monika
Seyal; Bob Solaz; the homebound – Emma Fengler and Kay Dubin.
We prayed for our family and friends: Ruby Beer, Anita Beer’s sister-in-law, diagnosed with stomach cancer and recovering
from surgery; Robert Butler, Laura Dowling’s father, recovering from a procedure to insert a pacemaker; Rhonda
Deloge, Tom’s wife, recovering from neck surgery; Linda Desabella, friend of Patty Peterson, battling cancer; Dorothy
DeVed, former Holy Cross member, for healing following a fall in which she injured her knee; Marti Fischer, cousin of
Carol Burns, who is blind and paralyzed; Kathy Gardner, Jim Leslie’s sister, recovering from cancer surgery; Kay
Geffert, Kerry’s mother, who is being monitored for breast cancer; Walter Geffert, brother of Nancy Sabol, recovering
from colon surgery; Abby Haggerty, student at Christian Heritage School, for healing from another brain bleed; 6-year-old
Caroline Herrington, undergoing aggressive chemotherapy for kidney cancer; Colin Hoben, 12-year-old friend of the
Nyitrai family, undergoing a stem-cell transplant for a reoccurrence of lymphoma; Ramona
Kondracki, wife of a co-worker of Jim Leslie, who has begun chemotherapy for cancer in her
sinus cavity; Ellen Magnotta, friend of Otto and Mary Atkinson; Joan Meyer, friend of the Dietmans,
hospitalized following a fall in which she fractured ribs and her neck.
During the past month, we also prayed for: Gertrude Moran, friend of Anita Schoch, going through
treatments for lymphoma; Patrick Murphy, Pat Peterson’s brother, diagnosed with liver cancer
and recovering from surgery; Chris O’Brien, friend of Mary and Otto Atkinson, paralyzed as a result
of an accident; Joseph Parker, Julianne Nyitrai’s father, who underwent triple-bypass surgery; Max
Pizzolato, for healing; Luis Rivera, friend of Doris Bernt, who had a lung transplant; Sharon
Robinson, daughter of Anita Beer, recovering from surgery and will continue treatment for breast cancer; Rev. Richard
Schuller, a missionary pastor in Puerto Rico, for healing from injuries he sustained when hit by a car; Joey Senft,
cousin of the Senft family, with ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease); David Sochacki, friend of Nancy and Jerry Sabol, following
brain surgery; Mike Stachura, friend of the Schrocks, with a relapse of kidney cancer, for effective radiation treatment to
eliminate tumors and cancer cells; Lorraine Tamas, neighbor of the Leslies, who suffered a stroke; Andy Turnbull,
Scott’s brother, in remission from leukemia; Craig Wilson, son of a friend of John and Pat Deloge, recovering from
tongue cancer surgery.
Other prayers for the last month were for: Protection for all those serving in the military, including Timothy Benson Jr.,
Michael Collins, Ben Milositz, Ryan Rubega, Daniel Struzik and Eugene Struzik. We also prayed for the family of
Bob Stoerzinger, father of our preschool teacher Donna Kendall, who was called home to the Lord.
If your friend or family member is on this list, keep us updated on his or her progress. When you have requests for prayers to be
included in our worship services, you can e-mail the church office at office@holycrosstrumbull.com or call 203-268-4555
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. weekdays. The Shepherds’ Commission will also include the prayer requests in
this monthly report. If you would like to be included in our e-mail Prayer Circle, please provide your name and e-mail
address to the church office.
---GARY MESSERSCHMITT
Shepherd’s Commission

PRESCHOOL
2016-2017 school year registration ongoing until classes reach capacity
Preschool registration is ongoing for the 2016-2017 school year. Just as a reminder, our
preschool offers programs for 3- to 5-year-old children, including a Pre-K class. We offer both
part-day and full-day programs that run during the school year, as well as the summer. If you are
interested in scheduling a visit and/or registering your child, phone or e-mail me at the contact
information below. Likewise, if you have a family member or friend who is looking for a preschool
program, please tell them about our preschool and share my contact information.
---MICHELE GLENNON
Preschool Director
203-268-6471; preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com
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DISCIPLESHIP REPORT
Stay involved, attend events, think stewardship
Greetings to everyone. There is not much new to report this month. I just have a few
events for you to make note of. By the time you read this we will be well into the Lenten
soup suppers. Don't forget to make plans to attend the Easter Breakfast. Please try to
attend, if you don't already have other plans. It’s great food with great fellowship on a
wondrously Holy Day. What could be better. I also am starting a stewardship program.
Please read the Stewardship Corner each month; this month’s article is on Page 5.
At this time, I would like to thank Donna Bogen for her years of service as Discipleship Director and for her continued help
and support serving as a member of the commission. Also, thank you to both Laurie Vaitkus and Donna Bogen for their
help organizing and running the soup suppers.
God bless you,
---JAMES ATKINSON
Discipleship Commission Director

THANKS A BUNCH!
This column recognizes the gifts of time and talent
our church members provide to do God’s work in
our church and community. If you have an item to
include in this “thank you” column, please submit it
to the church office.
To the Holy Cross members who helped with either shopping,
cooking or serving at the Feb. 2 Community Supper at St. John’s
Episcopal-Bridgeport:
Anna Mae Berger, Sherry DuffSchaivone, Jim and Lorraine Finch, Kerry Geffert, Jim Leslie,
Gail Rice, David and Mary Ann Schiller, and Laurie Vaitkus.
To Linda Suhr, for serving as the church office volunteer,
helping Mary one morning a week.

BULLETINS FROM ABROAD
If you are away from your Holy Cross family and worship at
another church, drop off the service bulletin in the newsletter
box. We received three bulletins over the past month from:
Cindy Ciccia, who worshiped with Comfort Dog Leah, at the
Saturday evening worship service on Feb. 13 at Immanuel
Lutheran-Danbury, where they teamed up to serve as greeters.
Joe Ciccia, who worshiped at the Saturday evening mass on
Feb. 13 at Saint Mark Catholic Church in Stratford, a mass in
memory of Joe’s Dad.
Audrey Paray, who worshiped on Feb. 14 at Christ Lutheran in
Amston, Conn.

General Memorial Fund
In memory of Paul Sabol,
Matilda Jacobs’ nephew
Emmanuel and Peggy Tribie

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME
Just a reminder to
turn your clock

FORWARD
one hour
before going
to sleep on
Saturday, march 12.

Do you know that the following healthy food items are requested
for food pantry donations?





“No Salt Added” cans of vegetables
Items that are “Low-To-No Sugar”
Tuna packed in water
“Whole-grain” items such as brown rice, wheat-grain pastas
---Simple facts from our Social Ministry Commission
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CELEBRATING MARCH BIRTHDAYS

March 1:
March 2:
March 3:

Linda Ligouri
Valerie Huydic
Vanessa Bogle
Caitlyn Dale
Loralai Dale
Karl Dale
March 4: Don Meyer
March 5: Charles Carroll
Joy Cocchiola
March 7: Julie Sjoblom
March 9: Nicole Benson
March 10: Anna Mae Berger
Laura Dowling
Donna Rodriguez
March 12: Taylor Van Wart

March 13: Christopher Danne
Gabriella Ely
James Ely
March 15: Gary Jackson
Ryan Van Wart
March 16: D.J. Senft
March 17: Gary Messerschmitt
March 20: Suzanne Danne
March 23: Ron Dietman
Andrea Meyer
March 24: Danny Nyitrai
March 25: Parker Deloge
March 26: Nicole Ramirez
March 28: Barbara Morris
Andrew Struzik
March 30: Victoria Fernous

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT
Happy to help: Put others’ needs first
The International Day of Happiness is observed on
March 20 (also the first day of spring this
year…coincidence?). Jesus said we’ll be happy (or
“blessed”) when we’re meek, merciful, pure and so on
(see his Beatitudes in Matthew
5:3-12).
In other words,
happiness results from putting
others’ needs above our own.
Research confirms that helping
others boosts people’s selfesteem, forges strong friendships, offers a sense of belonging and purpose,
decreases stress, increases gratitude and sparks others
to “pay it forward.” In fact, University of Texas
researchers found that the “activism cure” is a great
way to overcome bouts of sadness. So get helping —
and get happy!
---Reprinted with permission from
The Newsletter Newsletter, Copyright © 2016

CHURCH CHUCKLES
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PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL
You have been called for a purpose, full of responsibility
If you were unable to attend one of our services on Sunday, February 14 (it was bitter cold that day), I encourage you to
go to the Holy Cross website to view and listen to the video of Pastor Wismar’s sermon. It was – and is – an important
message that all of our members should hear (see Pastor’s message on Page 1 for the web link).
This talk of discipleship makes me think of the first Disciples. Jesus called them for a purpose; He
didn’t ask for volunteers. Were any of them called to stand at the side while other Disciples did the
work? I doubt it. Nor do I believe that Jesus called His Disciples with the understanding that they
could show up when it didn’t conflict with anything else or when they felt like it.
One could say the first Disciples were the first church members. There was a bond built on their
relationship with Jesus. Each had a responsibility; a responsibility that called for action. No
membership cards, no “club;” but through their individual relationships with Jesus, they had a
relationship with each other.
We are not unlike the first Disciples. Each of us has a responsibility because of our relationship with
Jesus that flows to our relationships with each other. Our relationship with Jesus calls for those
relationships with others. One important manifestation of those relationships is the church
congregation. We talk about membership as an organizational construct.
We don’t require you to be a member of Holy Cross to be “in relationship” with our congregation; having a membership
just helps to create order. What is required is a relationship with Jesus, and because of that relationship, a relationship
with each other. Like the first Disciples we have been called. We have been called, not to stand on the sidelines while
others do the work of His church. No, we have been called for a purpose and with responsibility. As a group, we carry
out those responsibilities. As a group, Holy Cross is moving forward. As a member of the group, what is your purpose?
What is your responsibility? The time has come to answer your call.
In His Service,
---KERRY GEFFERT
Holy Cross President

WORDS FOR HOLY WEEK
Three ways to view the completeness of the three days of Holy Week
In Holy Scripture, the number three is thought to symbolize completeness ‒ above all, in the Holy Trinity. Dating back for
many centuries, the Thursday, Friday and Saturday of Holy Week are, in some Christian practices, called Triduum, or The
Three Days.
How appropriate, then, to allow three Christ-followers from different time periods to remind us of the wonder God enacted
during those three days:
“God put the wrong on [Christ] who never did anything wrong, so we could be put right
with God.” —St. Paul, 2 Corinthians 5:21, The Message
“Through this blessed exchange, in which Christ changes places with us (something the heart
can grasp only in faith), and through nothing else, are we freed from sin and death and
given his righteousness and life as our own.” —Martin Luther
“Nails didn’t hold God to a cross. Love did. The sinless one took on the face of a sinner
so that we sinners could take on the face of a saint!” —Max Lucado
---Reprinted with permission from
The Newsletter Newsletter, Copyright © 2016

