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WISMAR’S WISDOM
Dear Members and Friends of Holy Cross,
I have been blessed to be your pastor for more than six months now. I have enjoyed getting to know you and I look
forward to getting to know you even better as we continue to grow together in God’s grace and serve Him and glorify
Him together here at Holy Cross. Having been here for more than a half year, I have gotten to know the lay of the
land and have a good sense of who Holy Cross is and where we are at right now as a congregation. Many of you
may also have a good sense of where you believe Holy Cross is at right now, as well.
However, I would like to challenge you with two key questions: DO YOU KNOW WHERE HOLY CROSS IS
GOING? WHAT WILL HOLY CROSS LOOK LIKE IN THE YEAR 2020 AND BEYOND? It is with this same
challenge in mind that the leadership of our congregation has decided that our church family should move forward
together in the creation of a STRATEGIC PLAN. Creating this strategic plan together will help us align the unique
gifts, talents and resources that God has blessed us with here at Holy Cross so that we
can take advantage of the many opportunities that our Lord is presenting us with –
opportunities we may not even realize are right in front of us! You will be hearing much
more about this initiative and the process involved in the weeks and months ahead.
However, as we set forth together in this great undertaking, the most important thing I
would ask of you is to keep the entire initiative and process in your prayers. From
beginning to end, I would ask you to please pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance, wisdom
and direction on our planning. The creation of our plan needs to be steeped in prayer!
In summary, this strategic plan will help to tell us where we want to go as a congregation,
which way we will be headed over the years ahead and how we are going to get there. It
will help us focus all of our energy, resources, and our time so that we are all rowing, all
pulling in the same direction.
Our first step, as we start to formulate and roll out this plan, is to basically share with all of you – our entire church
family – what’s actually involved in making an ambitious plan like this – what are the elements of a typical
strategic plan? In the days ahead please be on the lookout for a sign-up sheet at church or online via our e-mail
updates. Two informative sessions are going to be offered: between worship services – 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. – on both
Sunday, April 3, and Sunday, April 10. We hope that you will be able to come and learn about the process that we
will use to develop our VISION for Holy Cross in the year 2020, and our PLAN to get from here to there.
These are exciting times here at Holy Cross! And most importantly – in order to be successful – we are going to
need everyone’s involvement throughout the entire process. More specifically: WE ARE GOING TO NEED YOU!
Looking forward to the weeks ahead!
See you in worship!
Pastor
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For Our Readers:
The Holy Cross Word
is best viewed in its
full-color format
at the church website,
holycrosstrumbull.org
Sunday, April 3
9:15 a.m. – “Vision” Information Session
Tuesday, April 5
5:00 p.m. –
Holy Cross serves Community Supper
at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport
Thursday, April 7
7:00 p.m. – Board of Directors’ meeting
Sunday, April 10
9:15 a.m. – “Vision” Information Session

Like Holy Cross
on Facebook!
After you “Like” us, you’ll
see postings of upcoming
events, pictures from events
and other notices.

Sunday, May 22
1:30 p.m. – Greater Bridgeport CROP Walk

A PERFECT DAY

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH—LCMS
5995 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611
Pastor’s Study Phone: 203-268-7555; Pastor’s E-mail: pastor@holycrosstrumbull.com
Office Phone: 203-268-4555; Church Office E-mail: office@holycrosstrumbull.com
Website: www.holycrosstrumbull.org
Christian Preschool Phone: 203-268-6471 E-mail: preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com

Words spoken by
John Wooden, legendary
UCLA basketball coach
“You can’t live a perfect day
without doing something for
someone who will never be
able to repay you.”
Reprinted with permission from
Editor’s Clip Sheets © 2013

Worship Services – Sunday: 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.; Monday, 7:00 p.m.

NEWSLETTER NOTES
PASTOR: Eric A. Wismar
MUSIC DIRECTOR: Michael J. Gilbertson
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ PRESIDENT: Kerry Geffert
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ VICE-PRESIDENT: Michele Van Wart
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ SECRETARY: Jeannie Mones
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ TREASURER: Greg Dowling
NEWSLETTER MANAGING EDITOR: Cliff Schrock
NEWSLETTER PRODUCTION: Mary Schrock

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord
(Matthew 28:18-20). We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one
another, our community and the whole world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of
“making disciples of all nations” through the power of the preaching and teaching the Word of
God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service fellowship according to the
confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III).

Our next deadline is…
The next issue of The Holy Cross
Word is the May edition. The
deadline for all articles is Friday,
April 15. Please
take note of this
deadline and
plan ahead to
publicize any
events and/or share news with
your fellow Holy Cross members.
You can submit articles to the
newsletter mailbox, located outside
the church office, or send them via
e-mail to:
office@holycrosstrumbull.com.
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PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL
You have likely heard the call before…now is the time to answer
Have you ever wondered who made the banners that hang in the front of the sanctuary? Or how the fresh flowers appear
on the altar each Sunday? And who keeps us supplied with coffee cups for our various functions?
These, and a myriad of other oft-overlooked tasks, are quietly handled week-in-week-out by Holy Cross members. They
occur anywhere from each week to a couple times (or less) each year. Most of these tasks don't have job descriptions or
require committee meetings. Many of them could be done by you.
I hope that by now you have heard about the strategic planning that has begun at Holy Cross. We are
mapping out a path for our congregation in keeping with our mission and our visions. That path will
include short-range and long-range objectives, objectives focused on our congregational family and
those focused on our various communities – local, regional and perhaps global. And central to all
these objectives will be you.
You will be central to the development of our strategic plan, through your input, your ideas and your
participation. Likewise, you will be central to carrying out of the plan. A difference with this plan,
however, is that we won’t be imploring you to participate. As a member of Holy Cross your
participation will be expected – both in the development of the plan and its execution.
And that brings us back to those tasks. What tasks could you perform around the church? Can you knit or crochet? Help
make prayer shawls. Are you handy with skills in electricity or plumbing? Lend your skills to the Property Commission.
Literary skills? Help us make better use of our library. Volunteer to organize one annual activity for our members such as
a progressive dinner, a movie night, an ice cream social, or kids games at our annual picnic. Be available to prepare
meals for a church family in need; provide transportation for a member who isn’t driving; put together a group to help an
elderly member spruce up their home. Be creative. Let Pastor or me (president@holycrosstrumbull.com) know how you
want to be involved before we approach you.
As I have written before, these are exciting times at Holy Cross. By the end of the year, I expect we will no longer be
lamenting that 20 percent of members are doing 80 percent work. Think 100 percent of members doing 100 percent of
the work. The time has come to answer your call.
In His Service,
---KERRY GEFFERT
Holy Cross President
P.S. Ladies of our congregation have made the banners; Edith Skoog arranges the flowers on the altar (meanwhile Billie
prepares the coffee for Sunday); and Kendra Norman and Donna Bogen have kept us supplied with coffee cups, aided by
donations from members.

EDUCATION COMMISSION
New director sets plan for immediate focus, seeks more helpers
I would like to start by thanking Rebecca Veteri, Maura Senft and Deborah Riccio for volunteering to be members of the
Education Commission this year. Tina Batoh and Kim Atkinson have also offered to help as consulting members. If there
is anyone else interested in serving on this commission please contact me ASAP. Ideally, the commission should have
six members.
As a new director, I am in the process of sorting out the commission’s many responsibilities, and
setting short- and long-term goals for the coming year. We will be meeting with the Preschool Director
and the Sunday School superintendent to determine what their “wants” or “needs” may be from the
commission, and look forward to enhancing some of the existing programs. We also would like to
explore some new programs in the coming year.
With God’s help and your prayers I look forward to a challenging and exciting educational year ahead.
---PAT DELOGE
Education Director
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HCLC 2016 PICTORIAL DIRECTORY
Copies have arrived! If you didn’t participate, additional directories are available
The Pictorial Directories have been distributed to those individuals who sat for a Lifetouch
session or pre-ordered a directory.
We have a limited number of additional directories available for purchase ($5 to cover our cost).
If you’re interested, please contact by e-mail or phone Sherry Duff at sherryruns@mac.com/
203-482-4525 or Donna DiLalla at djsdilalla@gmail.com/203-926-0927.
The HCLC 2016 Pictorial Directory, produced through Lifetouch Church Directories, includes
a welcome by Pastor Wismar, photos representing 73 individuals/families, HCLC staff photos,
a roster of all Holy Cross members, a brief history of Holy Cross and many candid photos
taken by members mostly during the last five years. There are also some photos dating back
to the 1950s! Our three Pastoral Shepherds are represented as well. This handy resource will hopefully help to put
names and faces together and strengthen relationships within our church family. And for our newer members who may
not be familiar with these candid photos, it’s an opportunity to have a conversation with some of the long-time members.
They’d love to share stories with you!
---DONNA DILALLA and SHERRY DUFF

WORSHIP COMMISSION
HELP WANTED: Part-time positions; pay grade – priceless
We have several openings in our Worship Department for co-leaders for the following fields:
 Altar Guild Assistant
 Special Flower Operations Manager
 Banner Administrator
 Usher Coordinator
 Paraments Associate
 Reader Coordinator
Come worship the Lord with us and make His house great! We provide essential services to Holy Cross while having fun
and enjoying some fellowship time together. Come join our TEAM. Please see Lydia Struzik or e-mail her your
application for these current positions: lstruzik@gmail.com
---LYDIA STRUZIK
Worship Commission Director

CROP WALK
Fight hunger one step at a time at annual walk on May 22
The 41st Annual CROP Walk will take place on May 22 this year from 1:30 to 5 p.m. This is a great
day to get out for some exercise and support a good cause. Twenty-five percent of the monies
collected support local food needs and 75 percent support our neighbors worldwide. There is always
an option to choose a particular world-hunger program, for example Lutheran World Relief, etc. Look
for more details in the May newsletter. If you have any questions, please speak with me.
---CAROL BURNS

A Question from our Altar Guild Tri-Captains—

Have you ever “stripped the altar” here at Holy Cross at the end of our Maundy
Thursday service? If so, please contact one of us. We are compiling a list of all those
who have performed this meaningful rite. Thank you in advance for responding.
---EDITH SKOOG, LAURIE VAITKUS, MARY ANN SCHILLER
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DISCIPLESHIP REPORT
Our social events are a hit, made better by your attendance
Hello to everyone. I hope you are all doing well. As of this writing we have had four Lenten soup suppers. All of them
have had more than 50 people attending, with plenty of soups (usually 10 or 11). Also as of this writing, we have one
more soup supper and the Easter Breakfast to go. Hopefully I will see you there.
I would like to thank everyone who has helped with the soup suppers in any way, such as setting up,
breaking down or bringing such delicious soups or desserts. I would especially like to thank Laurie
Vaitkus, Donna Bogen, Dave and Mary Ann Schiller, and Bill and Edith Skoog for going above and
beyond each and every week. I apologize if I missed anyone. We would not have such a wonderful
experience without their generous stewardship.
I hope you take the time to read our monthly Stewardship Corner article in the newsletter (see page 9). If anyone is
interested in seeing what the Discipleship Commission is planning or what we do, our next meeting is between services
on April 3. We will be planning the annual picnic and other social events for the rest of the year. Everyone is welcome.
God bless you,
---JAMES ATKINSON
Discipleship Commission Director

“A goal without a plan is just a wish.”
Antoine de Saint Exupéry, 1900-1944
(Author of The Little Prince)

HCLC “Vision” Information Sessions
Sunday, April 3, and Sunday, April 10
Please attend ONE of these two sessions
9:15 a.m.‒10:15 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall

Sign up in the narthex or online via the link previously sent out from an HCLC e-mail blast
COVENANT TO CARE CORNER
Thank you for supporting the Easter Basket project with such beautiful and fun baskets
Your generosity and assistance of the children who are supported by Covenant to Care for Children is heart-warming!
The creativity that went into putting together the Easter baskets was really awesome. From candy and small toys, to
coloring books and hygiene items, the 24 baskets were filled with fun items…and with love! It was neat to
see that some of the “baskets” were actually useful…like a beach pail or a small storage box. Holy Cross’
“adopted” DCF social worker, Mimose Ulysse Laurenard, picked up the baskets on March 16, and she and
her co-worker Daniella Ramos planned to deliver them all before Easter.
Special thanks to the following families/individuals who put together a basket: Jim and Kim Atkinson, the Anantharaj
family, the Bogen family, Joe and Cindy Ciccia, Pat and John Deloge, Diane Dietman, Donna DiLalla, Sherry Duff, Ashley
Gomes, Paul Hagberg, the Helminger family, George Hermes, the Hughes family, Valerie and Richard Huydic, Donna and
Gary Jackson, Jesse and Bob Kravecs, Deb and Jim Leslie, Kendra Norman, Gail Rice, the Rodriguez family, Nancy
Sabol, Mary and Cliff Schrock, and Donna and Dan Senft. Your generosity to lovingly help anonymous children who are
in need is truly appreciated.
Yours in Christ,
---MARY SCHROCK
Covenant to Care for Children Liaison
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HOLY CROSS CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL
Happenings from the past month focused on Jesus’ miracles, Easter and spring
March has been a busy month for us at preschool. The children were busily preparing for Easter. We have been reading
many stories about Jesus’ miracles and have learned what it means to be a good neighbor. We journeyed with Jesus
beginning with His joyful entrance into Jerusalem, and we were humbled at the foot of the cross, realizing what He has done
for us. We rejoiced when He overcame death and granted us the promise of new life through His
death and resurrection!
Just as we have new life in Jesus, we explored the new life that begins again in the spring. The
children watched for signs of trees budding and flowers growing. We also planted vegetables
and flowers. We were entomologists by exploring the wonderful and interesting world of insects.
We learned about all the beautiful birds that God has given us. We even made bird feeders and
hung them all around outside to help care for the birds. Some of our science concepts included studying shadows. We
went outside at various times to measure our shadows and even put on a shadow puppet show in the church library.
Pastor continues to come in weekly to tell the children the Bible story. They were very excited when he took us on a “field
trip” to the sanctuary!
We look forward to April and the promise of warmer weather!
Please feel free to stop in and visit us to experience all that our preschool offers. We will have openings for the 20162017 school year, so please pass the word along to your family and friends.
In Jesus’ Name,
---MICHELE GLENNON
Preschool Director

ALTAR GUILD
A baker’s dozen really cooked with sanctuary cleaning
Whenever “Donna” was shouted out, three Donnas responded “Which one?” on Saturday, March 12.
It was an energetic and ambitious group of 13 volunteers that worked all morning on the “deep
cleaning” of the sanctuary at Holy Cross. Many arrived with rags to wash, polish and dust, until
everything gleamed. We were grateful for the enthusiastic accomplishment amid lots of goodnatured chatting. A shout of “well done” goes out to: Anna Mae Berger, Donna Bogen, Donna
DiLalla, Lorraine Finch, Ingrid and Dieter Leibold, Donna Senft, David and Mary Ann Schiller, Bill
and Edith Skoog, Lydia Struzik, and Laurie Vaitkus.
---MARY ANN SCHILLER

IN THE MAILBAG
From The Geffert Family
To our Holy Cross Family,
Separation from a loved one by death is difficult. We rejoice that the person is now with the Lord, but the physical
separation brings grief. Finding that balance between joy and grief is aided when we are surrounded by community.
Such was the case upon the passing of Kerry’s mother, Kay Geffert. We continue to miss her daily, but the outpouring of
prayers and support from our Holy Cross family has helped us to find that balance. Thanks for being there for us and for
keeping our (grand)mother in prayer these past years. Our family was blessed to have her with us for many years; we
now look forward to the day when we will all be reunited in our heavenly home.
---THE GEFFERT FAMILY

WORDS TO LIVE BY
Through your words and actions, show the light of Jesus!
“We draw people to Christ not by loudly discrediting what they believe, by telling them how wrong they are and
how right we are, but by showing them a light that is so lovely that they want with all their hearts to know the
source of it.” —Words by Madeleine L’Engle, American author of many books, including A Wrinkle in Time
---Reprinted with permission from The Newsletter Newsletter, © 2016
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COMFORT DOG MINISTRY
Many events keep Leah, handler and ministry partner busy
We have had a busy winter season! Our outreach has brought us to many events and I thought I would share them
with you. We attended an assembly for the entire 3rd-grade class at Racebrook Elementary School in Orange; spoke
at a Boy Scout meeting with the theme “Kind/Our Animal Friends;” attended a birthday party as a guest of a 4th-grade
student of Sandy Hook School; had visits at Bethel Health Care; were special gu ests at a Haiti packing event at
Immanuel Church in Bristol in honor of Dr. Maggie Karner; visited Holy Cross for a worship service and youth group
meeting; went to Boces School in Yorktown Heights due to an emergency request by the Assistant Superintenden t of
Schools to attend a Regional Crisis Meeting after three tragic incidents; as well as training walks, lunch bunch, mall
visits and Club Comfort events. WHEW!!!!
This is the work I have done with my ministry partner, Kathryn Struzik. I want to say thank you to Kathryn as she is
always there for me; she clears her schedule when an urgent request arises and is just an amazing partner. You are
awesome! Thank you to Ashley Gomes and Gail Rice who joined me at the Haiti packing event.
Leah has six handlers so she is one
busy Comfort Dog. She visits four
schools, six nursing homes, veteran’s
ministry, Danbury Women’s Shelter,
regional hospice, shut-ins, church
visits,
community
outreach
and
emergency requests.
The K-9 ministry is the bridge to touch
others
with
mercy,
compassion,
presence and the proclamation of
Jesus Christ. As someone pets the
Comfort Dog, and the longer they pet,
the more relaxed they will become and
the more open they will be to share.
Our job is to listen, engage and
develop a relationship with them. The
work is not always easy, and I
sometimes get nervous attending an
unfamiliar event.
I always ask for
prayers for “Leah to be good.” But I go
and walk through the door or drive on a
Saturday when I have a million other
things that could be done. This is a
simple ministry but a powerful one.
Follow us and “like” Leah on Facebook.
If you want to learn more go to
www.k9comfort.org or speak to us.
Peace, blessings and everything pawsome!
---CINDY CICCIA
Lutheran Church Charities K-9 Comfort Dog Handler

All hands on…LEAH!
At a visit with a local
Boy Scout troop, Leah

helps to show the boys
what it means to be kind
and show comfort – no
matter your age –
whenever you have an
opportunity to do so.
Leah loves to visit
people of all ages, and
shares her love and
compassion by simply
being a comforting
presence.
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General Memorial Fund
In memory of Kay Geffert, Kerry Geffert’s mother: John and Pat Deloge
In memory of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Geffert, Kerry Geffert’s parents: Bruce and Janice Rockel

Share the Hope Fund
In memory of Kay Geffert, Kerry Geffert’s mother: The Bogen Family

OUR FLOCK
Christian caring and praying at Holy Cross
This is the Shepherds’ Commission’s “FYI” column letting our members know for whom we have prayed during our recent
worship services. Please continue to remember these people in your prayers.
We remember our members: Carlos Calvao, recovering from surgery; Ron Dietman, recovering from
a minor surgical procedure; Cole Dowling; Edna Karacsony, recovering from hip surgery; JoAnne
Meyer; Barbara Schneider, for a complete recovery from her recent surgery; Anita Schoch,
recovering from heart-valve replacement surgery; Monika Seyal; Bob Solaz; the homebound –
Emma Fengler and Kay Dubin.
We prayed for our family and friends: Ruby Beer, Anita Beer’s sister-in-law, diagnosed with stomach
cancer and recovering from surgery; Robert Butler, Laura Dowling’s father, recovering from a procedure
to insert a pacemaker; Rhonda Deloge, Tom’s wife, recovering from neck surgery; Linda Desabella, friend of Patty
Peterson, battling cancer; Dorothy DeVed, former Holy Cross member, for healing following a fall in which she injured her
knee; Marti Fischer, cousin of Carol Burns, who is blind and paralyzed; Kathy Gardner, Jim Leslie’s sister, recovering from
cancer surgery; Walter Geffert, brother of Nancy Sabol, recovering from colon surgery; Michael Graham, friend of Diane
Dietman, diagnosed with Stage 1 pancreatic cancer, and will undergo surgery and a trial chemo drug at Smilow Cancer
Center in New Haven; Abby Haggerty, student at Christian Heritage School, for healing from another brain bleed; 6-year-old
Caroline Herrington, undergoing aggressive chemotherapy for kidney cancer; Colin Hoben, 12-year-old friend of the
Nyitrai family, undergoing a stem-cell transplant for a reoccurence of lymphoma; Ramona Kondracki, wife of a co-worker of
Jim Leslie, who has begun chemotherapy for cancer in her sinus cavity; Ellen Magnotta, friend of Otto and Mary Atkinson;
Joan Meyer, friend of the Dietmans, hospitalized following a fall in which she fractured ribs and her neck.
During the past month, we also prayed for: Gertrude Moran, friend of Anita Schoch, going through treatments for
lymphoma; Patrick Murphy, Pat Peterson’s brother, diagnosed with liver cancer and recovering from surgery; Chris
O’Brien, friend of Mary and Otto Atkinson, paralyzed as a result of an accident; Joseph Parker, Julianne Nyitrai’s father,
who underwent triple-bypass surgery; Max Pizzolato, for healing; Dolores Reisman, sister-in-law of Barbara White, who is
beginning aggressive chemotherapy for breast cancer; Luis Rivera, friend of Doris Bernt, who had a lung transplant;
Sharon Robinson, daughter of Anita Beer, recovering from surgery and will continue treatment for breast cancer; Rev.
Richard Schuller, a missionary pastor in Puerto Rico, for healing from injuries he sustained when hit by a car; Joey Senft,
cousin of the Senft family, with ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease); David Sochacki, friend of Nancy and Jerry Sabol, following
brain surgery; Mike Stachura, friend of the Schrocks, with a relapse of kidney cancer, for effective radiation treatment to
eliminate tumors and cancer cells; Lorraine Tamas, neighbor of the Leslies, who suffered a stroke; Glenn Traunter, Gail
Rice’s cousin, who has an inoperable brain tumor; Andy Turnbull, Scott’s brother, in remission from leukemia; Marguerite
Ulysse, mother of our Covenant to Care DCF social worker Mimose Laurenard, who is battling a serious illness at Yale-New
Haven Hospital; Craig Wilson, son of a friend of John and Pat Deloge, recovering from tongue cancer surgery.
Other prayers for the last month were for: Protection for all those serving in the military, including Timothy Benson Jr.,
Michael Collins, Ben Milositz, Jake Novak, Steve Novak, Ryan Rubega, Daniel Struzik and Eugene Struzik. We
prayed for the family of Kay Geffert, Kerry’s mother, who was called home to the Lord on February 19. We also offered
prayers for the family of Rev. Ronald Erbe who was called home to the Lord on March 12.
If your friend or family member is on this list, keep us updated on his or her progress. When you have requests for prayers to be
included in our worship services, you can e-mail the church office at office@holycrosstrumbull.com or call 203-268-4555
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. weekdays. The Shepherds’ Commission will also include the prayer requests in
this monthly report. If you would like to be included in our e-mail Prayer Circle, please provide your name and e-mail
address to the church office.
---JOHN ANANTHARAJ
Shepherd’s Commission
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER
A Bible teaching: Share of yourself with others
This month we begin with 2 Corinthians 9:10-13: “He who supplies seed to the sower and
bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your
righteousness. You will enrich in every way for your great generosity, which will produce
thanksgiving to God through us; for the rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of
the saints, but also overflows with many thanksgivings to God. Through the testing of this
ministry you glorify God by your obedience to the confession of the gospel of Christ and by the
generosity of your sharing with them and with all others.”
What a wonderful way of saying that, by God’s grace, we are enabled to share of ourselves with others. We are joyfully
able to give of ourselves to the church, our families, our brothers and sisters in Christ, and to everyone. With God’s love
we can’t help but joyfully share our time, talent and treasures.
God bless you,
---JAMES ATKINSON

COMMUNITY SUPPER
Serve the Lord by serving the needy a welcome meal
Eighty-six Community Supper meals were served on the first day of March. Four clients declined to be served ham for
religious reasons. When they were invited to have spaghetti and meatballs, their faces lit up and they accepted. Cooks
Diane Hintz Schyhol (from Grace Lutheran-Stratford), Nancy Sabol, and Lorraine and Jim Finch volunteered with the food
preparations in the afternoon. Later Anna Mae Berger, Gail Rice and Sherry Duff chatted while carving hams and putting
out water. They served along with Jim Leslie, Joelle and Mary Schrock and Saviden Semon (from Grace
Lutheran-Stratford). Please keep Community Supper client Louis in your prayers as he has stomach
cancer and asked that we say a prayer for him.
Holy Cross is responsible for buying the food, preparing and serving the meal on the first Tuesday of the
month at St. John’s Episcopal. The next community supper for which Holy Cross is responsible for
cooking and serving is on Tuesday, April 5. A sign-up sheet is on the narthex table for volunteers to indicate if they will
prepare/cook or serve.
---DAVID and MARY ANN SCHILLER

THANKS A BUNCH!
This column recognizes the gifts of time and talent our church members provide to do God’s work in our church and
community. If you have an item to include in this monthly “thank you” column, please jot it down and put it in the
“newsletter” mailbox.
To the Holy Cross members who helped with either shopping, cooking or serving at the March 1 Community Supper at St.
John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport: Anna Mae Berger, Sherry Duff, Jim and Lorraine Finch, Jim Leslie, Gail Rice, Nancy
Sabol, David and Mary Ann Schiller and Joelle and Mary Schrock.
To Linda Suhr, who consistently serves as our church-office volunteer, helping out one morning a week, with special
thanks for the extra help during Holy Week to put worship bulletins together.
To all those who helped at the sanctuary “deep cleaning” morning on March 12:
Anna Mae Berger, Donna Bogen, Donna DiLalla, Lorraine Finch, Ingrid and
Dieter Leibold, Donna Senft, David and Mary Ann Schiller, Bill and Edith Skoog,
Lydia Struzik and Laurie Vaitkus.
To all those who helped in any way with the Lenten soup suppers, including Donna Bogen, David and Mary Ann
Schiller, Billie and Edith Skoog and Laurie Vaitkus. Special thanks also to all cooks and bakers who brought a pot of
soup or desserts to one or more of the soup suppers, and to all those who helped with set-up or clean-up.
To Kerry Geffert, who served as the Music Leader during the Holden Evening Prayer midweek Lenten services.
The following “thank you” was received by Kay Dubin’s daughter and son, Donna Dubin Cassino and Greg Dubin—
“Please extend our thanks to everyone in the congregation that sent our Mom a birthday card. It was so thoughtful. We
read her all the cards and she was so appreciative. Thank you!”
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FINANCIAL MATTERS
Is the LFCU right for you?
If you have ever thought about joining and using a credit union because of the distinctive advantages it offers over normal
banking services, you might want to check out the new Lutheran Federal Credit Union (LFCU). Do you have a
completely fee-free total banking arrangement: free ATM/debit card, free checks, no minimum balance, direct deposit, free
wire-ACH-cashier checks, free ATM use at 30,000 locations nationwide with face-to-face service at more than 5,000
networking sites, and free online banking and bill paying? Does your present credit card have zero annual fee and
interest rates less than nine percent on monthly unpaid balances, balance transfers from other cards, and cash
advances? Maybe the LFCU is right for you either as an alternate or even a sole banking source.
You may also use the LFCU for your savings accounts, personal loans, home loans, and auto loans. The LFCU does not
offer “loan sales” to potential customers but does seek to provide loan rates and savings interest rates in the best 25
percent quartile nationwide.
As a member of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (i.e., a member of Holy Cross Lutheran-Trumbull) you qualify for
LFCU membership. Why not investigate what LFCU has to offer? You may simply call 314-394-2790 or log on to
www.lutheranfcu.org. The Lutheran Federal Credit Union is sponsored by the Lutheran Church Extension Fund, which
has assets approaching $2 billion dollars and is in effect Holy Cross’ “bank.” Your inquiry is most welcome.
---DON MEYER

CHURCH CHUCKLES
BULLETINS FROM ABROAD
If you are away from your Holy Cross family and
worship at another church, be sure to drop off the
service bulletin in the newsletter box. In the past
month we received one bulletin:
Sherry Duff, who traveled to
Richmond, Va., in February and
worshiped at Redeemer Lutheran.
“Let’s give ’em a good start with some holy water!”

CELEBRATING APRIL BIRTHDAYS
April 1:
April 2:
April 3:
April 5:
April 7:
April 8:
April 9:
April 10:
April 11:
April 12:

Nicole Hackney
Kara Heredia
Robert Killian
Kaeleen Boivie
Michael Schweitzer
John Anantharaj
Paul Hagberg
Bobby Kravecs
Scott Paray
Donna Bogen
Donald Erickson
Gordon Johnson
Kelley Geffert
Tom Domanick
Stephanie Helminger

April 13:
April 14:
April 19:
April 20:
April 21:
April 23:
April 24:
April 25:
April 26:
April 28:
April 29:
April 30:

Brian Caminiti
Gary DiLalla
Marion Dale
Katherine Bike
Hugh Hughes
Jorge Wismar
Anita Schoch
Richard Van Wart
Sheryl John
Jenzy Halls
George Stromp
Stephanie Domanick
Jennifer Rentz
Alex Selk
Dan Senft
Amanda Weldon

